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Bowery Bums as Park Avenue Dog 
~ Snatchers Make Living by Racket 


Park Avenue dogs on the Bowery, 
Leading the bums from smoke cel- 
jar to cellar. Lessening the work 
of the downtown hospitals. Now 
and then being turned in and realiz- 
{ng a cash turn-over quite often to 
buy the bum enough smoke to guar- 
antee a quick spotting in Potter's 
Field. 

Dogs on the Bowery have become 
a racket. Most of them are the 
high-class mutts accustomed to 

blueblood surroundings. A lot of 
the bums, in fact the majority of 
those to be seen any day airing 
their canines in the vicinity of the 
remnants of Miner's theatre, have 
perigreed specimens with all of the 
expensive harness tightly clinched. 

While the sloppy boys on the slum 
street have always had their mon- 
grels, much like the antithesis of 
normal lap specimens favored by 
femmes, the present scarcity of yel- 
lows and the number of well- 
groomed chows, airedales and other 


(Continued on page 45) 


“Beauty Not Necessary” 
Brings the Plain Girls 
Flocking to New York 


Announcement of producers to the 
effect that talent and not beauty is 
the necessary requisite to get on the 
Stage has precipitated a horde of 
homely girls on Broadway. 

Broadway’s reputation until but 
recently, that if one didn’t possess 
600d looks and form there was bare- 
ly a chance of getting behind the 
footlights, kept ail the homely stage- 
Struck girls away from Broadway. 

Secretaries and assistants to legit 
agents who list applicants state that 
never since they have been with 
their offices have they seen such a 
variety of homely looking girls as 
today. All apply under the impres- 
Sion and the belief that it is their 
theatrical capability which will get 
them a job, and not their looks or 
Shapes, 

Lynchburg, Va., Aug. 19. 

Tivoli, Portsmouth, Va., tried the 
beaut contest racket last week. To 
make it easier for entrants, it an- 
nounced “beauty can be disregarded 
altogether.” 

were chosen for’ “grace, 
» Natural ili 
model.” charm and ability to 

Merchants of the town paid for 

Show and helped exploit. 


Long Distance Chin 


Capetown, Aug. 19. 
a South African lays claim to a 
4 ype of world’s record—an en- 
violin recital. 
te Hart of Volksrust, Natal, 
Sas himself from 11 a. m. to 
2 P. m. at fiddling without in- 


terruption. 


1st Aid for Cheaters 


Sample hats sold in a Times 
Square shop are said to get 
a big play from cheating hus- 
bands. 

Telling the wife they are 
going out of town, the hats 
with labels of cities all over 
the country are supposed to 
be the home life alibi. 


DIAMOND BALL’ 
NITES SOCK 
PONY GOLF 


Jacksonville, Fla., Aug. 19. 
What is termed “Diamond Ball” 
here is running the pee wee golf 
courses out of biz. Starting last 
year with seven teams this town now 
has 42, with women and men nerts 


over the game. 

Is played much like regulation 
baseball except the distance be- 
tween hkases is only 35 feet instead 
of 63. Handball, instead of regu- 
lation hard baseball, used. No steal- 
ing of bases and other features 
make it all easy to play. 

Small lots of 70 feet can be used. 
Nearly all the offices and factories 
in this town having their own 
teams and are playing at night. 

The four midget golf courses are 
for sale. 


Blind to Test Sound 


Rochester, Aug. 19. 

Eastman theatre is testing eut 
plan of using blind persons as sound 
observers. Idea is that more acute 
hearing is quicker to catch volume 
variations. 

Sidney Dannenberg, district man- 
ager, says the experiment here is 
being watched by officials to see if 
results warrant having blind sound 
observers constantly on duty in 
Publix houses, 


Puny Marathon 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

At last a midget golf marathon. 
Four boys started putting Aug. 6 at 
Lamesa, Tex., and still at it, with 
their manager having the wholt 
town tied up for exploitation, cafes 
furnishing food and a doc throwing 
in his services as “trainer.” 

Boys playing day and night, rain 


or shine, with ticket office biz on 
the rush. Played whole day and 
night in rain; making about 145 


rounds ver diem. 


THEN THEY 


1,000 Vaude Actors Driven 
Away by Hunger Since 
New Year’s — Laymen’s 
Work, Hours and Pay 
Don’t Please Them 


AN EVERLASTING HOPE 


Close to 1,000 vaudeville actors 
quit the show business during the 
first seven months of 1930. All 
walked on account of eating. 

Among them were around 200 
former standard vaude teams and 
combinations, whose joint salaries 
on the stage ranged from $250 to 
$500 weekly when the small time 
flourished. They are now holding 
down commercial jobs at $25 or $50 
salaries. 

Last winter it was estimated that 
about 300 had departed from the 
vaude profession. Since then the 
number has more than tripled, with 
the summer driving most to other 
methods of gaining a livelihood. 

Fally Markus, the outstanding 
medium. between ex-actors and 
commercial jobs, has placed 350 
outside the show biz. Formerly the 
king of indie vaude bookers, Markus 
is now operating his own employ- 
ment agency in New York. He 

(Continued on page 43) 


BYRD’S ICE BREAKER 
DRAWS WELL AT 50c 


Admiral Byrd’s boat, “City of New 
York,” on exhibition at 96th street 
and Hudson River, did about $4,500 
for its first six days last week, ex- 
ceeding expectations. Expedition 
deficit is said to run from $100,000 to 
$125,000 and the “New York” will 
be taken on tour to help regain the 
losses. Admission 50c. A play from 
the kids Wednesday at 15c a head 
helped a little, but management re- 
ports they will not try it again be- 
cause of congestion caused. 

Arranging the exhibition cost 
about $15,000. That must be repaid 
to expedition before a profit can be 


(Continued on page 68) 


FUNNY BIRD 


Trenton Man Says Sundays N. G.— 
Stays Closed 


Trenton, N. J., Aug. 19. 

Despite the fact that Trenton has 
gone “Open Sunday” in a big way, 
Hunt's State theatre, indie movie 
house, refuses to open on the Sab- 
bath, content with a 6-day run. 
Lack of patronage does not warrant 
performances, is claim of the man- 
agement. 


Orpheum. the other Hunt house 
here, has been closed for over a! 
meoath. 


Happy Funerals 


In the Armenian ard Syrian 
districts of downtown New 
York about the best time any- 
one has is at a funeral. Fu- 
nerals seem the most expensive 
and gala affairs of that sec- 
tion. Looks as if the family 
savings were expended upon 
them. 

Gorgeous limousines are or- 
dered in quantities, It appears 
everyone wants to go to fune- 
rals, 

Flocks of down-at-the-heel- 


looking individuals can be 
seen, sitting cheerfully in the 
funeral coaches, apparently 


prepared to enjoy the ride. 


A PRINCE FOOLS 
$-GRABBING 
FRENCH 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
That French are pro- 
ducing plays not on 
the work, but because written by 
somebody with financial backing or 
has been demon- 


managers 
the merit of 


a similar reason, 
strated by Prince Antoine Bibesco, 
author of “Laquelle,” currently on 
Broadway under the title of “Ladies 
Aci." 
The unknown 


Prince, under an 


name sent seven Paris managers a 
play which they all rejected. The 
seript sent them, after simply 
changing the title and the names 
of the characters, is “George Dan- 
din,” by Moliere, universally con- 
sidered the masterpiece of French 


(Continued on page 638) 


Locking Town at 10; 
Golf Sundays—Films, No 


Denver, Aug. 19. 

Old Man Bluelaw took another on 
the chin when Longmont, Colo., 
voted the Sunday closing law down. 
Lost 1,105 to 921, 

Miniature golf and other games 
carried 1,152 to 865. Mumblepeg 
and marbles were the town’s amuse- 
ments on Sundays previous to this 
election, 

Loveland, Colo., has just passed 
an ordinance closing all miniature 


golf courses at midnight, while an- 
other calls for the shutting off of all 
radios and other musical instru- 
ments at 19., 


WHEN ACTORS MUST EAT 


Commercial-Minded Star with 


Horse Sense 


Is William Powell 


Even an actor gets tired of talking 
about himself, says William Powell. 
But when he does talk he has a vo- 
cabulary that long. Though very 
dignified, he has the best dressing 
gown of them all, and a dimple in 
his cheek. 

A very commercial minded person. 
He should have been a wolf of Wall 
street instead of an actor. Bigger 

(Continued on page 62) 


Flood of Goldfish, Cats, 
Canaries, Trained Mice, 
Greets Mgr’s Exp. Stunt 


Calgary, Can., Aug. 19. 

Manager Charlie Straw of the 
Palace almost bit off more than he 
could chew when he announced that 
the theatre would take care of gold 
fish, canaries and other pets of 
patrons on the mezzanine floor of 
the theatre while the owners were 
out of town on vacations, Then the 
avalanche started. 

Straw drew the line when a lady 
brought a cat, canary and gold fish 
all in one load. She was followed 


by another patron with a pair of 
white mice, and along came kiddies 
with rabbits. And some one due 


up a monkey. Straw still stuck to 
the fish and canaries. 


NO LIVING SPECIMENS 
FOR DRAMA CLASSES 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Playcrafting professors these 
days are hard put to find examples 


to send their students to see. 
Professor J. J. McGee, head of the 

dramatic department at Purdue 

University in Indiana, has been 


taking his classes to the talkers to 


illustrate points in dramatic tech- 
nique. 
Now he’s in Hollywood for a 


couple of weeks to get some infor- 
mation. Prof. says the studes ex- 
pect him to know all about pic- 
tures as well as about the drama. 


Back to Earth 


Toledo, Aug. 19. 
Garrett De Vries, 15, local tree 
roosting champ, is on his dogs again 
after 29 days on a limb, and $50 to 
the good. 
No theatre offers. 


BROOKS 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 
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Hollywood Learns 


About Life 


From “Innocent” Tie-up Gals 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Studios are off those tie-up prop- 
ositions which include the bringing 
of a bevy of ultra innocent gals to 
Hollywood to hobnob with the stars. 
All because the producers have dis- 
covered that the femmes aren’t al- 
ways innocent. 

When the gals are brought out 
here on one of those jaunts they’re 
guarded like convent girls on their 
matutinal walk. 

Idea is “we mustn’t let the little 
innocents go back with any bad 
impressions of Hollywood to spread 
among the folks back home.” They 
are taken to the show spots, where 
they can see and be seen by the 
celebs, but always well protected 
by studio femmes from the pub- 
licity departments. When night- 
time rolls around they are veritably 
tucked in bed by the same pro- 
tectors. 

But this all looks like a thing of 
the past. A few little outcroppings 
from a recent jaunt of a dozen in- 
nocents brought here in a fan mag 
tie-up caused the studios to do a 
little investigating. 

They found that one of the girls 
has since deserted a husband and 
child to come back here to follow 
up the contracts she made while 
here. 

Another was also married and has 
since been straining at the marriage 
leash and giving husband plenty 
headaches, 

A third, who brought her brother 
along, has no brother. 


FOX EASED 14 WRITERS 
OUT IN PAST SIX MOS. 


An example of the song writers 
wheeze, “When It’s Option Time in 
Hollywood, I'll Be Coming Back to 
You,” is the manner in which Fox 
has eased 14 songwriters out of Red 
Star contracts during the past six 
months. 

When Red Star first got going it 
had 19 song writers, not counting 
those writing incidental music, un- 
der contract to them, and reported 
that for the semi-anuual period, 
ending the past June, $112,000 was 
paid by Fox to these songwriters 
in advances alone. 

As their options expired they 
were eased out in twos and threes 
with but five of the original group 


still under contract to Red Star. 
They are Joe McCarthy, James 
Hanley, Cliff Friend, Jimmie 


Monaco and William Cornell. 


Judge Kelly on Fox Lot 

“Virginia Judge” Walter C. Kelly 
is leaving New York Sunday for 
the Fox lot in Hollywood. 

Out there the judge will be at- 
tached to the studio’s story depart- 
ment. He has been a star vaude 
attraction for years, on the radio 
more latterly, and has also estab- 
lished himself as a special toast- 
master at large banquets. 


Pearl White’s Comeback 


London, Aug. 19. 
Pearl White, the brightest of the 
film stars of long ago, has a hunch 
to climb back onto the talking 
screen. 
Nothing in sight just now for 
Pearl, but she’s here and hoping. 


Dorothy Granger Climbs 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Dorothy Granger, member of Hal 
Roach’s “Boy Friends” troupe, has 
graduated to the more mature 
Charles Chase pictures. If the 
youngster makes good she will play 
opposite Chase. 

Joyce Coad has been engaged to 
replace Miss Granger in the flaming 
youth series. 


When people have 
made what they call 
their last effort they 
should always make 
just one effort more. 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 


LOCAL SON OF A GUN 


Horseshoe Pitching Champ of lowa 
Can Do Other Stunts 


Des Moines, Aug. 19. 
Putt Mossman is this state’s 
horseshoe pitching champ. He is 
also master of ceremonies at River- 
view park, while waiting for the 
annual State Fair to open, 


Putt, who sidesteps pony golf de- 
spite his name, is to be the big 
feature at the fair with new big 


tricks, 

One of Putt’s stunts will be to 
juggle baseballs while standing on 
the seat of a speeding motorcycle. If 
that’s the panic anticipated the 
local son of a gun will next play 
a cornet on the same cycle at 40 
miles an hour, and leap over a pros- 
trate man with the machine, with- 
out missing a note. 

If Putt misses one note or more 
on any leap, he will have to repeat, 
even if he becomes an endurance 
contester. 


BUDDY’ ON THE STAGE 
FOR EXPERIENCE 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Charles “Buddy” Rogers may 
shortly appear on Broadway in a 
stage musical to be produced by 
Schwab & Mandel through the lat- 
ter’s affiliation with Paramount, al- 
though it is stated Paramount will 


have no financial interest in the 
contemplated stage musical. Par 
gave consent so that Rogers may 
have valuable experience under 
skillful stage direction. 

Rogers’ release arises through 
Paramount having several pictures 
finished and not wanting to have 
the releases too close together, and 
with Rogers’ next picture due for 
east coast production anyhow, the 
stage musical is looked upon as 
good publicity and training for the 
juvenile. 

“The Dude Ranch” is the tenta- 
tive title for Rogers’ next film, and 
it can go into production as late as 
February. 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 10 (Paris to New York): 
Sam Katz, LeRoy Furman (Eu- 
ropa). 

Sept. 6 (London to New York) 
Gracie Fields, Doris Leapman, 
Archie Pitt, Berta Aza (Beren- 
garia). 

Aug. 30 (Paris to New York): 


Ambrose S. Dowling (Statendam). 

Aug. 27 (New York to Paris), Jo- 
seph Jackson and Ethel Shannon 
(Mrs. Jackson), (Ile de France). 

Aug. 23 (Paris to New York) 
Louis O. Macloon, Lillian Albertson 
(Paris). 

Aug. 23 (London to New York) 
George Dullar (Mauretania). 

Aug. 23 (Berlin or London to New 
York) Ossie Monte Samuel and 
Helen (Mrs. O. M.) Samuel 
(Deutschland). 


Aug. 20 (London to New York), 


Martov (Majestic). 

Aug. 19 (London to New York): 
Arthur Sinclair, Marie O’Neill 
(Belgenland), 


Aug. 19 (Paris to New York): 
Clifton Webb, Edna Ferber, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Selvin, Irene Bordoni, Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Bergh, Jose Lopez 
Rubio, Eduardo Ugarte, Georgia 
Hayes (Ile de France). 


Aug. 16 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Manny Greenberg, 
Fortune Gallo, Joyce Barbour 
(Aquitania). 


Aug. 16 (New York to London) 
Block and Sully, Burns and Allen 
(Paris). 

Aug. 15 (Cape Town to London) 
Lloyd and Hill, Billy Rey and part- 
ner, Royce and King (Kenilworth 
Castle). 

Aug. 16 (New York to Paris), 
Maurice Chevalier (Paris). 

Aug. 14 (Paris to New York): 
Gomez and Winona, Paul Morgan, 
Francis Matthews, Mr. and Mrs. 
iClayton Sheehan (Europa). 


WILL MAHONEY 


The Bronx “Home News” said: 
“There is joy in the performance 
of Will Mahoney, who is without 
a doubt one of the funniest of the 
men who cavort about our stage.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


BERLIN’S FILM’S START 


Talker With Goulding 
Directing 


“Moon” 


Irving Berlin, in New York for a 
few days, will commence production 
upon his talking “Reaching for the 
Moon,” when shortly arriving at 


Hollywood. Edmund Goulding is re- 
ported having been secured by Ber- 


United Artists lot. 

It’s Berlin’s first personal talker 
venture and will have five of his 
own songs in it. 


Show’s Director 


London, Aug. 19. 

Reginald Jeffries, British Interna- 
tional’s technical chief on sound 
production, is leaving that company 
after two years. Cecil Lewis, im- 
port from the British Broadcasting 
Corp., from whence came Jeffries, 
will probably succeed. 

Lewis was handed the direction of 
the G. B. Shaw play to be made as 
a talker, although only joining B. I. 
some two months ago. 

Jeffries was the first radio per- 
sonality to be recruited to the talk- 
er industry, leaving the B. B. C. to 
join British International. 

Besides a technician, Jeffries is 
nationally famous as a radio an- 
nouncer. He has duped many roles 
into talkers for B. I., besides pro- 
ducing many shorts for the com- 
pany. 


All-Legit Cast 


Paramount will select another re- 
lease title for “The Best People.” 
Figured that expression has become 
trite, besides having been done be- 
fore and without box office signific- 
ance. 

Miriam Hopkins, Frank Morgan 
and Charles Starrett head a cast 
composed almost entirely of legits. 
They will split the billing three 
ways. 

Others are Carroll Lombard, Ilka 
Chase, Henry Wadsworth, David 
Hutchinson, Herbert Yost and 
Winifred Harris. 


HAINES RENEWED BY M-G-M 


William Haines has been signed to 
a new long-term contract for five 
years with options by M-G-M. 

The star rose from the ranks 
years ago and built up by Metro. 

“Remote Control” is his last un- 
der his old contract. 


Ash on Market 


Paul Ash may m., ec. for Warners 
when his long association with 
Publix expires Sept. 15. Negotia- 
tions are on. 

If and when going with Warners, 
Ash will be playing outside a Pub- 
lix theatre for the first time in over 
six years. 


Two Frenchmen Coast-Bound 

Two French actors, Suzy Vernon 
and Daniel Meudaille, have just ar- 
rived in New York. 


Going Warners on west coast. 


lin to direct the picture on the/ 


Qne-Man Mob Psychology Analyst 


WEARING OUT CHAIRS 


Brokerage Office in Coast Hotel 
Tires of Lay-offs 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Brokerage office in the lobby of 
the Roosevelt hotel has called it 
quits. Manager said it was too 
much to have to listen to lay-offs 
tell how they would operate the pic- 
ture companies. 

Office was a favorite hangout 
with the boys out of work, who 
turned sour when the manager took 
the cushions off the chairs and put 
padlocks on the phones. But most 
of them stuck to the hard chairs in 
the board room to the last day. 


$1,000 WKLY CONTRACT 
FOR SPANISH ACTOR 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Jose Crespo, Spanish actor, who 
worked in a couple of Metro pic- 
tures, has landed a year’s contract 
at better than $1,000 a week. 

This is exceptional for an actor 
for foreign language versions. 


OLD-TIMERS’ MUSICAL 
TALKER HELD BACK 


Inside reports say that Metro may 
shelve “March of Time,” because 
of its fear that musical revues have 
only slightest of chances now. Pic- 
ture is ready for release but is be- 
ing held back, with no indication of 
a release date. 

It was regarded in the east as 
the next candidate for the Astor, 
succeeding “The Big House.” It is 
said “Good News,” also musical and 
ready, may go into that house in- 
stead, released ahead of “March of 
Time” if latter doesn’t go on the 
shelf. 

“March of Time,” in production 
for some time, has Weber and 
Fields, De Wolf Hopper, Trixie 
Friganza and other names in the 
cast. 

It cost between $500,000 and 
$750,000 to make, it is understood. 


Personality Shorts 


June McCloy, Frances Williams, 
Alice Boulden, Gina Malo and Roy 
Cummings are among the featured 
list of Paramount’s most recent 
group of personality shorts. 

Par also has Harry Richman and 
silly House for coming shorts, with 
Richman down for a pair. 

Victor Moore in “Love in the 
Suburbs” was assisted by Lyrtle 
Clark, Hale Nacross and Don 
Carey. 

At Warners, 
Willie Howard 
George Jessell 
Naughton were 


Thomas E. Ross, 
(without Eugene), 
and Harry Mc- 
recorded in shorts. 


Grossmith’s Stage Spot. 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

George Grossmith, finishing with 
Metro, is on his way to New York to 
direct and appear in the Broadway 
production of “Princess Charming,” 
opening at the Imperial Sept. 1. 

Grossmith also directed and was 
starred in the London production of 
this musical, 


BEN LYON ON WB STAGES 


Warners will use another picture 
name, Ben Lyon, for stage dates in 
its own theatres. 

Lyon is a Warner contract film 
player. 


Jack Warner’s Return 


Jack Warrer, away from _ the 
coast for about two weeks, expects 
to leave New York for his L. A. 
home early next week. 


Marilyn Miller, Collegiate? 
First National wants a story with 
a college background for Marilyn 
Miller’s next. 
Miss Miller, now in New York, 
returns to the Coast in May for filni 
work following her “Tom, Dick and 


Harry,” Ziegfeld musical. 


Starts for U, Hollywood's First 


Looks like Hollywood has taken a 
new b. o. tack. 
Universal has a new idea which it 


is putting into effect and which is 
now temporarily called the publie 
relations department but in reality 
is something more. Dave Bader ig 
to head the new division. 

Smacks like something akin to a 
mob psychology expert to divine the 
whims and fancies of the genera] 
public and allocate them accord. 
ingly by spotting proper advice ‘on 
story plots and scenario action. ° 

While bearing the same or similar 
name put to p. a. departments the 
job is essentially different. Former 
contacts newspapers and news. 
papermen while the new job is actu« 
ally contacting the public direct. 

No idea or info how the thing ig 
to be done. Bader only recently ar- 
rived from Europe. He left for 
Hollywood Monday (18) to assume 
his new job. 

Bader has been with Universal 12 
years, several of which as personal 
rep of the senior Laemmle. He has 
traveled extensively in the interests 
of both Laemmle and the company 
in addition to having been engaged 
in p. a. and production work. This 
experience is figured to give him pe- 
culiar fitness for the new job, the 
first of its kind in filmdom. 

Taken on the upside angle it’s like 
Mussolinising the production biz, 
But nothing has been given out as 
to whether or not Bader’s judgment 
on what the public may or may not 
wallop or like will be final. 

If his judgment is made decisive 
it probably is the boldest stroke a 
producer has ever made, meaning 
that practically the entire story, 
scenario and production activity, 
before actually under way would.be 
subject to the judgment of one per- 
son. 

Bader will have several assistants 
in his new job. 


METRO TAKES GLORIA, 
ONE PICTURE YEARLY 


Metro’s deal with Joseph P. Kene 
nedy for the purchase of Gloria 
Swanson’s contract has been closed. 

Miss Swanson, who has been res 
leasing through United Artists for 
the past four years, is expected to 
make one picture a year for Metro 


Colleen Moore’s ‘Foam’ 


First of the film stars to open in 
legit production will be Colleen 
Moore. She starts in “Foam,” by 
Benjamin Glaser, at Albany, Oct. 6. 

Rod La Rocque and Vilma Banky 
(Mrs. La Rocque), will follow Oct 
20 in “How to Be Happy,” Hun- 
garian play adapted by John Emer- 
son and Anita Loos. 

Arch Selwyn is producing both. 

Whether Mary Pickford will come 
in is not yet known. Miss Pick- 
ford has said she may if a suitable 
play came around. 


Burton Up at Tiff 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


Vai Burton, songwriter on the 
Tiffany lot, has been meved up to 
post of musical director for that 
company. He has been writing 
songs for Tiffany for two years. 

His writing partner, Will Jason, 
has resigned to jotn Radio. 

WEATHER 
Washington, Aug. 19. 


Weather Bureau has furnished 
“Variety” with the following out- 
look for week beginning tomorrow 
(20): 

Fair and continued cool Wednes- 
day and Thursday. Fair in eastern 
and showers in western districts 
Friday. 

Saturday mostly fair and warmer 
in west and showers east. 


Paris, Aug. 19. 


Quirk of the week-end temperae 
up, 


ture, which shot the mercury 
chased everybody out of town. It 
killed off all theatre business. — 
Heretofore poor weather, with 
rain, storms, etc., ruined the north 
coast resorts and boomed show 
trade, hence the sudden codus 
athef. 
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Helen Kane’s Explanation Jam 
Over Defunct Firm's $50,000 Checks 


Behind the “dirt” innuendos of 
the past week’s publicity involving 
Helen Kane, the boo-doop song- 


jtress and Paramount contract 
film player, in the receivership of 
Murray J. Posner’s insolvent Bond 


- "prest Co., is a story of how it all 


happened. Dwells chiefly on Miss 
Kane's faith in Posner’s business 
judgment, according to her lawyer, 
having turned over to him $46,000 
for investment by .him in Liberty 
Bonds, which he, as an old friend, 
had recommended. 

Thus far, Julfus Kendler, who 
went to Chicago last week to con- 
fer with his client, Miss Kane,, has 
traced $30,000 of the checks made 
out by her to Posner. Kendler told 
C. Edward Benoit, attorney for the 
geceiver of the Bond Dress_ Co., 
that he would guarantee the return 
of the $50,000 involved in the mat- 
ter, entering into an agreement 
that Miss Kane will come to New 
York Aug. 25 and part of the 26th 
for any legal examination. The 
songstress is on a Publix tour at 
$5,500 weekly. The notoriety is 
threatening to a name of that value 
at present on the stage, besides 
Miss Kane’s film career. 

Kendler’s hurry-up trip was to 
circumvent any subpoena which 
would nave broken up her route. 
After the attorney ascertained the 
‘facts from his client as to how and 


‘why her.name figures on Posner's 


firm’s books, he told the attorney 
for the receiver the story, sup- 
Yjorted by his own written guaran- 
tee to insure good faith. 
$4,000 for Interest 
It was in July that Posner made 
out one check for $10,000 to Miss 


(Continued on page 69) 


Publicity Pulls Mary Nolan 
From WB’s ‘Ex-Mistress’ 


Warners has postponed produc- 
tion on “Ex-Mistress,” being tem- 
porarily unwilling to go up against 
the recently unfavorable narcotic 
Publicity given Mary Nolan, who 
was slated for the top spot in the 
film. 


Scheduled to start yesterday (18), 
the studio officially alibied the sus- 
Pension as due to dissatisfaction 
with the story. It is reported an- 
other girl may fill the part intend- 
ed for Miss Nolan. 


The break is unfortunate for Miss 
Nolan in view of the fact that she 
was completely exonerated by the 
Federal agents following front page 
blurbs founded on charges made by 
two nurses. 

Bebe Daniels will replace Miss 
Nolan. It will be the first time she 
has appeared opposite her husband, 
Ben Lyon, since their marriage. 

It may mean that “Reaching for 
the Moon,” the Irving Berlin (UA) 
Picture, in which Miss Daniels is 
to appear opposite Douglas Fair- 
anks, has been temporarily post- 

Warners may have to pay Uni- 
versal $30,000, the stipulated loan 
Price for Mary Nolan. WU will ex- 
ercise the play or pay clause fol- 


lowing Warners’ selection of Miss 
Daniels. 


Autumn Wedding 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
The wedding of Helen Ferguson 


Richard Hargrave is expected 
among the auturnn events out 


dg future bridegroom is presi- 
se vd the First National Bank of 
Hills, He was previously 
Wine. to a daughter of the late 
Jennings Bryan, from 
emg at was divorced about two 
aed _ Miss Ferguson was for- 

» in pictures and is the widow 


of the late William Russell, also of 
the 


Im colony, 


Idle P. .- 


Almost as many press agents 
are looking for work as actors, 
only the p. a.’s have no agents. 

Last week a publicity office 
ran an ad, giving its address: 
At 9 a. m. there were 100 men. 
At 10 it was next to impossible 
to get in. 


of 9 Society's 
Awards Class 
Anonymously 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Five of the nine merit awards to 
be made this year by the Academy 
of M. P. Arts and Sciences will be 
selected and voted upon as anony- 
mous achievements. The individ- 


uals responsible for them are to be 
determined by special investigating 
committees after the choice has 
been made. 

Names are being mentioned only 
in the nominations for acting and 
directing. Awards for the _ best 
achievement in writing for the 
screen, and in the four technical 
classifications, will be determined 
without regard to screen credit. 

In announcing the new basis of 
selection, an Academy bulletin ex- 
plains that “The writer works so 
much in collaboration with different 
persons that it is frequently diffi- 
cult to properly fix the correct re- 
sponsibility or credit due. Very 
often such credit goes to the wrong 
person.” The situation is similar 
in the technical field. 

The photographic credit also may 


(Continued on page 71) 


N. Y.’s Ist Spanish House 


When alterations are made to the 
Harlem 5th avenue theatre it will 
open as New York's first Spanish 


playhouse. 
Theatre, in 


the center of the 


rapidly growing Spanish-speaking 
community in Harlem, will play 
stage and screen attractions in 


Spanish only. 


MUNI AND FOX PH-T-T! 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Paul Muni and Fox have sepa- 
rated because of differences be- 
tween casting heads and the actor 
when Muni was assigned a minor 
role for “Lilliom.” 

Charles Farrell is slated for the 
barker lead. Muni figured other- 
wise and so the out. 

He recently starred in the tryout 


performance of the legit drama, 
“The Man Saul.” at Pasadena. 
Play, by Sidney Buckman, goes to 


Broadway in October, Muni playing 
principal role. Arthur Lubin and 
Richard Krakauer present the piece. 


DOROTHY PETERSON—FN 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Dorothy Peterson, ‘formerly in 
legit, who tripped out here from 
Broadway to play in ‘“Mother’s Cry” 
(FN), has been signed to a long- 
term document by the company. 
Contract came because of 
work in that picture. 


her 


Vilma at Home 
Budapest, Aug. 19. 


Vilma Banky’'s arrival here has 


the local show world. 


Visiting her parents 


CLIMBERS 


Stage Imports and Tree Sit- 
ters with Contracts Can’t 
Click Socially Until They 
Respect Hollywood’s Blue 
Book of Beliefs—Okay to 
Pan Casting Directors and 
Eastern Weather, But Lay 
Off Swimming Pools 


NOTORIETY AND FAME 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Strangers unaccustomed to the 
Hollywood social routine have com- 
plained that they’re often regarded 
with suspicion when uncorking any 
ideas which might conflict with the 
film colony’s established beliefs. A 
couple of random expressions of in- 
dividuality and they'te permament- 
ly frozen out of the social whirl. 

A guide to Hollywood’s credo has 
been compiled to aid those who 
can’t get in step with the picture 
minds. Think as Hollywood thinks 
and you'll be crashing all the parties 
with the town’s social leaders; 
think otherwise and you'll be 
sweeping stones out of your glass 
house. 

All the best people have come to 
the conclusion that: 

Producers are the nicest people. 

Miniature golf players don’t be- 
long. 

A swimming pool at a beach front 
villa can’t be pooh-poohed. 

Yellow is a great color for hair 
and automobiles. 

When invited to a studio preview 
it’s proper to lose control of one’s 
emotions in order to laugh and cry 
with sufficient gusto for the hosts 
to notice. 

Unmistakable proof of a haughty 
party is champagne. 

Studio casting agents are: Angels, 
devils. 

It is better to break 90 than to 
write the nation’s songs. 

Ownership of a bottle of absinthe 
stamps the possessor a gay dog. 

When picture actors succeed it’s 
because of their divine spark; when 
they flop, it is because of the part. 

A small home north of. Sunset 
Boulevard, in Beverly Hills, does 
more than a palazzo south of the 
boulevard. 

Every former silent actor has a 
hitherto concealed singing voice. 

Lunching in the studio restaurant 
should be done leisurely, since it is 
wrong to manifest any eagerness to 
return to work. 

All stage players in pictures are 
palookas and only genuine screen 
players can act. 

A ping-pong table lends that cer- 
tain something to a picture menage. 


(Continued on page 4) 


QUEER PEOPLE 
GIVEN HAYS OK 


“Queer People” has been okayed 
by the Hays organization for the 
screen. 

This book, read by more people in 
the trade than any other pop num- 
ber, takes, perhaps, the worst sock 
at the lowliest side of Hollywood. 
So plain are some of the characters 
in it that they are easily identified. 

The oke stamp is given with the 
understanding that the courtroom 
scene will be featured and that the 
dirt, ete., will be skillfully passed up. 

The authors, Carroll and Garret 
Graham, former press agents, are 
now considered “bright boys” by the 
people whom they sold on the moral 
angle of “Queer People.” 

Howard Hughes, who gave them 
15 grand without knowing whether 


punctuated the placid procedure of | 


he could market the screen story or 
not, has also agreed to take the 


Haye e@diting. 


Cheap Virtue and Hero Stuff 
Again for Quickie Horse Operas 


The Difference 


With Eddie Cantor again 
east, the most frequent ques- 
tion flung at him is the differ- 
ence between stage and screen 
work 

Eddie has worked out a 
standard answer. It is: 

“On the stage in ‘Whoopee,’ 
you remember how I went into 
the oven and came right out 
in blackface? 

“Well, in the picture I went 
in the oven one day and came 
out two weeks later.” 


STAR NAMES GET 
APPLAUSE 


Most of the stars, feature play- 
ers and song writing teams on the 
Warner payroll are taking bows in 
a studio short produced for show- 
ing in the company’s own theatres 
during Warner Bros. 25th anni- 
versary celebration. It’s an excep- 


tional “name” short in containing 
a flash of or maintaining all or 
most of the Warner and First Na- 
tional talent of small and large con- 
sequence. 

Alice White seemed 
only one missing. 

The Silver Jubilee short is among 
subjects on the bill with “Moby 
Dick” at Warners’ Hollywood, New 
York. Opening night (13) it was 
noted the premiere audience ap- 
plauded for established picture peo- 
ple introduced, by names, but gave 
none to the strictly stage recruits 
or stage performers with but slight 
picture reps. 

On the fifth night at the Holly- 
wood, when again caught, the short 
drew no applause whatsoever for 
itself or any of the names men- 
tioned. First night audience was 
composed mostly of the usual 
bunch. At the second viewing, the 
short played to a paid attendance. 

Names of those appearing in the 
Warner anniversary short are in 
its notice under Talking Shorts of 
this issue. 


to be the 


Dowling Incorporates 
Self for Anything 


Eddie Dowling has incorporated 

to raise dough on himself, with the 
money to be used in radio, legit and 
picture ventures, whichever he picks 
out. 
His last picture under his present 
contract with Sono Art-World Wide 
is “Honeymoon Lane,” which Para- 
mount will distribute as it did his 
first, “Rainbow Man.” 

Dowling’s radio idea is to pre- 
pare canned programs that can be 
sold on rental to stations the same 
as pictures. This is not a new 
stunt in the radio field. 


Fee-less Bankruptcy 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


Paul W. Panzer, actor, called at 
the Federal building with $1.30 cash 
in his pocket, explained that he was 
too poor to pay the filing fee (about 
$40) and asked to be declared bank- 
rupt. 

He listed $1,422.06 in liabilities. 


Metro Long-Terms Vail 
Metro has handed a term con- 
tract with options to Lester Vail, 
leading man from legit. 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Hollywood is witnessing a return 
of the quickie producers, more or 
less out of the picture for the past 
three years. Within two weeks 
three have announced their return 
to the fold. They intend to pro- 
duce westerns and other outdoor 
features on a budget not to exceed 
$19.000. The amount to be spent 
on the pictures proper is left out of 
the announcement. 


Already one has turned out a fea- 
ture with a former western star, 
He spent a little over $7,000 on the 
horsey. Three weeks after com- 
pleting the picture he had received 
his money back from state righters, 
and still has the south and foreign 
righis to sell. 

All the pictures are of the same 
type. Virtue triumphant, with the 
assistance of a hard ridin’ hero. 


Top salary for actors is $150 for 
the picture, with the cameraman 
getting the highest dough of all. His 
bit runs anywhere from $200 to 
$400 on the week, according to 
amount of overtime. With exception 
of two or three leads, the cast works 
for $5 and $7.50 dafly. Shooting 
schedule is from five to six days, 

Sound used is without a license 
fee. If the quickie producer had to 
pay $500 a reel he'd never start. 
Both disc and sound on film are 
used. 

Ready-made Interiors 


Pictures are 90% exteriors, and 
locations never more than a hour 
from Hollywood. When an interior 
is needed they go into one of the 
smaller studios where rental isn’t 
more than $50 per day. Most of 
the interiors in this type of picture 
cun be killed in eight hours’ shoot- 


(Continued on page 71) 


2-Way Pony Course 


A miniature golf course at Ave- 
nue M, Brooklyn, directly opposite 
Warners studio, received its first 
baptism and revenue as a special 
set for a Vitaphone Variety, “Tom 
Thumbs Down.” 

After the studio is through with 
the place it will function as a public 
putting green. 


Lindy a Unionist 
Not generally known that Col. 
Charles A. Lindbergh is an honor- 
ary member of Local 644 of the 
Cameramen’s Union. His card is 
dated June 25, 1927. 
Lindbergh was riven the creden- 


tials when he planned to make 

some photographic shots on his 

overseas flight. Lindy took along 

a camera and that made him 

eligible. 
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Many Writers and Actors at Par's 
Ls Studios—Writers Council Now 


D. A. Doran, new scenario editor 
of the Paramount New York studio, 
has inaugurated a Writers Council. 

At present an extensive staff of 
writers is attached to the eastern 
studio. Included are Doris Ander- 
son, Ursulla Parrott, Faith Baldwin, 
Gertrude Purcell, Sid Silvers, Her- 
man Manckiewicz, William Laidlaw, 
jr., Louis Stevens, Austin Parker, 
Russell Medcraft, Paul Ganglin, 


Peggy Thompson and Rosalie Stew- 
art, the latter with semi-literary 
functions. 

Doran will seek to prevent delays 
and the costly predicament of pic- 
tures going into production with 
hastily or incompletely written 
scripts. The Writers Council will 
read all scripts and hold a forum 
among themselves to discover 
weaknesses in construction or dia- 
log for correction in advance. 

Paramount studio in the west 
formerly had a Writers Council but 
dropped it because the staff there 
was too large. It is figured the 
eastern staff is of a type and size 
to make the Council a company 
asset. 

18 or More Features 


Paramount eastern studio will 
make at least 18 features besides a 
flock of talking shorts between now 
and Aug. 1, 1931. If possible to 
squeeze in more features they will 
be included, 

Provision for additional space 
through the addition of an adjacent 
garage will eventually permit the 
removal of workshop and storage 
space in the studio proper and the 
creation of two additional stages. 

Three features were simultane- 
ously in production last week (11- 
16) for the first time since dialog. 
“Laughter” is out of the way this 
week (18), with “Manhattan Mary” 
and “The Best People” dividing the 
facilities. 

Very lengthy cast for “Manhattan 
Mary” lists Ed Wynn, Ginger 
Rogers, Stanley Smith, Lou Holtz, 
Bobby Watson, Ethel Merman, Lida 
Kane, Holly Hall, Donald Kirke, 
William Halligan, James C. Morton, 
Joe Lyons, Bob Blake, Tammany 
Young, Preston Foster, William 
Gargen and Jack LaRue. 


WALTER WANGER’S BIG 
SCOPE IN NEW LINEUP 


Under a new realignment of Par- 
amount production, B. P. Schulberg, 
in charge of west coast studios, has 
been raised to the title of managing 
director of all production, both east 
and west as well as'‘abroad, in active 
control under Jesse L. Lasky, v. p. 
and chief of production. 

Through the move Walter Wang- 
er, Lasky’s assistant in the east, 
continues in the title of general 
manager of production, but with 
scope widened. He will make head- 
quarters in New York, but spend 
more time than in the past in con- 
tacting the various Par studios un- 
der a plan for closer co-ordination 
of departments and operation, 

Another move growing out of the 
realignment is promotion of Harry 
M. Goetz, assistant treasurer of Par, 
to the post of comptroller of the 
entire production department. 


Lens Hound Gets Meg 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Dan Clark, cameraman at Fox, 
gets his first chance to direct a pic- 
ture with that company next week. 
He has been assigned to meg “Wy- 
oming Wonder.” 

Clark has been a lens hound on 
the Fox lot for five years. 


Rathbone Gives In 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Basil Rathbone has finally agreed 
to play a small part in Universal’s 
“The Lady Surrenders.” 

The legit has been doing an in- 
again, out-again all along, but after 
conference he gave in for the small 
assignment. 


Fitzmaurice at Metro’s 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
George Fitzmaurice, United Art- 
ists’ director, shifts over to M-G-M. 
Term contract, 


0. K."D AS A SILENT 


“Dynamite” Banned by Censors in 
Dialog But O. K. Silent 


Montreal, Aug. 19. 
“Dynamite,” De Mille talker, was 
banned by censors, but passed as 


a silent. 
It will be shown at the only silent 
main stem in town, the Roxy. 


GOVT ASKED 
END CASE 
OUT COURT 


RESCUE VESSEL SAVES 300 
A daring and heroic deed. 

We have been the rescue crew for 
years, daring to step out on a flop 
bill and save the day. 


Originators of “Tintype” Comedy 


(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Fox West Coast yesterday (18) 
presented a consent decree to the 
government attorneys. If accepted 
by the Feds this will settle the con- 
spiracy charge out of court. 

Charles Pettijohn of the Hays of- 
fice arrived here by plane last night 
from New York. It is inside report- 
ed he will participate today (Tues- 
day) in a private meeting of Federal 
representatives and major defend- 
ants. 


On request of the government’s 
attorneys, with the defense con- 


(Continued on page 71) 


“AMOS ’N’ ANDY” FILM 
JAMS STUDIO ROUTINE 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Amos ’n’ Andy are a nemesis to 
the publicity department at Radio. 
There are so many “don’ts” in con- 
nection with the blurbs going out 
about the comedians that the p.a.’s 


have concluded there’s little or no 
copy in the production or its prin- 
cipals, 

Blackface team first refused to be 
photographed without their make- 
up, and the studio has learned that 
in the south and west it can’t plant 
pictures of blacks and whites pho- 
tographed with the team, but the 
pictures are lost for this reason. 

Another sore spot is that the boys 
won’t say anything about their per- 
sonal lives, preferring to remain 
mysterious. Nor will they permit 
anyone not connected with actual 
production of the picture on the set. 
Fan mag writers are particularly 
peeved about this. 

Colored people working in the pic- 
ture, such as the Duke Ellington 
band, are also out of luck on pub- 
licity, due to the southern angle. 
About the only thing to be said 
about the entire picture, from the 
publicity office standpoint, is that 
Amos 'n‘ Andy are making a pic- 
ture. 

Another source of trouble to the 
studio is rehearsals of the Elling- 
ton band. Every time the boys get 
hot everybody on the lot stops work 
to get an earful of the music. When 
the boys play it looks like a mass 
meeting of studio employees, with 
the execs and stars in the front 
line. 


Young Actress Given 
Important Film Role 


Constance Cummings, legit, has 
a five-year optional agreement 
with Samuel Goldwyn. Her first 


will be a prominent role in the 
Lonsdale original for U.A. release. 
Miss Cummings’ experience in 
legit has been that of understudy 
to the femme lead in “June Moon,” 
during which time she played the 
part once. Previously she was of 
the chorus in the first “Little Show.” 


AFTER THREE MONTHS 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Margaret Adams, legit actress, 
here for the past three months un- 
der contract to Universal, gets her 
first picture work in “One Day to 
Live.” 

It’s a short, first of the Universal 


Freaks of Drought in 
Theatre’s Management 
With Water on the Side 


Peoria, Aug. 19. 
The drought has done funny 
things to the*theatre biz in lower 
Illinois. 
If you go twice weekly to a cer- 
tain small house the owner will allow 
you to water your cow at a’ pond 
on his home estate at the edge of 
town, 
At another one a house manager 
lets all patrons have a bucket of 
water daily, providing they show his 
son, who guards the spring with a 
gat, the end of the ticket, stub from 
the day before. 


FIREMAN AS OFFICIAL 
CENSOR IN SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, Aug. 19. 

Charles Wilkes, Inspector of Pub- 
lic Assemblies, who heretofore has 
been entrusted with assuring the 
physical safety of Syracuse theatre- 
goes, in the future will be their 
moral protector as well, 

Aroused by reports that naughti- 
ness has been having its innings on 
local vaude stages and screens re- 
cently, W. W. Wiard, Commissioner 
of Public Safety, formally designat- 
ed Inspector Wilkes as municipal 
censor and directed him to delete or 
close as he deemed necessary. 

In the past such censorship as has 
been exercised here was spasmodic, 
resting with policewomen and po- 
licemen detailed to investigate spe- 
cific complaints. In the future the 
police will be out of the picture; 
Wilkes is a fireman. 

Stenciled advertising on Syracuse 
sidewalks in the interests of Syra- 
cuse theatres has been banned by 
Commissioner Wiard. This is the 
second move by Wiard to limit the 
ballyhoo of films in the shopping 
district; by the first, erection of 
banners over streets and over side- 
walks was stopped. } 


2 NEW DIRECTORS ON 
“ROYAL FAMILY” FILM 


“The Royal Family,” due to start 
at Paramount’s New York studio 
about Sept. 1, will be co-directed by 
George Cukor and Cyril Gardner. 
Both are comparative newcomers to 
their prospective duties. 

Cukor is a stage director without 
film experience. Gardner, graduate 
of the various studio technical de- 
partments, made a couple of Span- 
ish versions on the coast. 


BEERY-MORRIS AGAIN 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Metro will team Wallace Berry 
and Chester Morris in another, fol- 
lowing their click in “The Big 
House.” 
Al Block is writing an origina] sea 


“Vanities” series 


story for them. 


Drinkwater Is Writ 
‘Biog. as Full History of Film Biz 


Laemmle 


Star Makers 


Lynchburg, Va., Aug. 19. 

One house in this town _is 
different. Playing “They 
Learned About Women,” it 
billed Benny Rubin heavy over 
the marquee, and didn’t give 

' Van and Schenck a tumble, 

Came “Caught Short” with 
Anita Page given the billing 
break. Polly Moran and Marie 
Dressler just mentioned in 
small letters. 


WARNERS OFF 
SHOWS 


Warners are curtailing their 
Broadway show backing activities, 
for the time being at least. 

Slated to hack Swanstrom & Con- 
nelly in a new musical this fall, the 
Warners have called it off for the 
present. 

Ss. & C. meantime had commis- 
sioned Rodgers, Hart and Fields to 
author it and may produce with 
other backing. 


‘TOYLAND’ CALLED OFF; 
ANOTHER MUSICAL! 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

A report is about that Radio 
Pictures has called off its proposed 
talker production of the stage mu- 
sical, “Babes in Toyland.” 

Single reason rumored is that 
“Babes” is a musical also for the 
screen with the present not the ripe 
time for it. 

Preparations had gone ahead for 
the making. Indications were the 
screen musical would have run into 
a large cost sum for Radio. 

This is said to be one of the 
causes taking Wm. LeBaron, Radio’s 
studio head, to New York just now. 


‘East Lynn,’ Double 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

From present plans, there will be 
two talker filmizations of “East 
Lynne,” the 19th century melo- 
drama, on the market almost simul- 
taneously. Fox and Liberty Pro- 
ductions contemplate it. 

Story rights are believed to be 
in the public domain with no copy- 
right restrictions. 

Liberty will probably shoot first 
with Victor Halperin directing, 
while Fox is forced to wait for Ann 
Harding whom they have in mind. 
Latter is tied up at Pathe for an- 
other month at least, and probably 
more. Frank Lloyd slated to mega- 
phone Fox’s “East Lynne.” 


W. C. Newsreel House 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Fox West Coast will launch a 
newsreel house Aug. 23, using the 
downtown President, formerly on 
the Henry Duffy dramatic stock 
circuit. Idea has been brewing with 
Fox for a year. 


Policy of 25 cents all times, as 
with the Embassy, New York, will 
be followed. Fox and Hearst clips 
plus local product from a newsreel 
truck assigned to pick up ‘stuff for 
the house will be adopted. 

Capacity is around 1,500. 


Cruze as Tiff Producer, 
Not Studio Supervisor 


James Cruze’s contract with Tif- 
fany is as a producer, probably 


making six pictures a year, start- 
ing with the new 1930-31 program. 

There is no thought of placing 
Cruze in charge of all production 
at the Tiff coast studios, with Phil 


Goldstone continuing in that post. 


John Drinkwater is revealed ag 
authoring the first complete history 
of the film industry, employing the 
biograph of Carl Laemmle as the 
motivating factor. 

Material that took Dave Bader, 
Laemmle representative, a year ang 
a half to get, is requiring Drink. 
water six months to whip inte 
shape. It will be marketed at prob- 
ably $5, 25% of which goes to the 
accredited author. 

Drinkwater and Laemmle have 
never conversed, but John, after 
reading Bader’s notes on Laemmle’g 
birthplace in Laupheim tto the 
elothing factory Oshkosh and 
Hollywood, is accredited solely on 
Laemmle as the “father of the film 
industry.” 

How Drinkwater comes to write 
about pictures and Laemmle is an- 
other story. It happens that the 
author rejected as many offers to 
come to Hollywood as “Uncle Car}” 
turned down writers who would do 
what Drinkwater is now doing. 

Appreciation of the industry as a 
whole,-on one side, and acknow- 
ledgement of the writing genius on 
the other, brought Universal and 
Drinkwater together through the 
medium of the author’s local agent, 

Book is due in February. 


Janet Gaynor’s Layoff 
Cost Fox Girl $45,000 


Miss Gaynor lost in salary $45,000: 
through her Fox revolt. She had 
been on the salary roll at $2,750, but 
dropped off in April, last. 

Upon Miss Gaynor’s return to the 
Fox lot her former contract ree 
mained without alteration. 

To officially mark the armisticé, 
Fox studio is giving a luncheon for 
the press today (19). ' 


Hot Tips 


(Continued from page 3) 


It is smarter to say “whiskey and 
soda” than to ask for a highball. 

Anyone owning furs should wear 
them, 

Agents spend their time working 
for other clients. 

Hollywood society won’t go to any 
party it doesn’t get invited to. 

Men wearing berets presumably 
got the habit in France. 

Marténis are tonier than anything 
made with orange juice. 

Box office prohibits honest pice 
tures. 

Dining in pajamas is frightfully 
cosmopolitan. 

A title gets better every time it is 
changed. 

They got their jobs through ardue 
ously cultivating the bosses. 

White ermine wraps are too lovely 
to be stored in the summer. 

Writers on the payroll must keep 
office hours so the studio can tell 
they’re giving their all. 

To picture actresses another pice 
ture actress looks well because she 
was lighted with extreme kindness. 

A producer is a deep fellow when 
he accepts one’s story; if he rejects 
it he is utterly without understand- 
ing. 


A Ford a Whim 

Pictures the other studio makes 
are faintly absurd. 

Notoriety has it all over fame. 

In the east “weather” is a syno- 
nym for heat wave or blizzard. 

Driving about in a Ford is just & 
whim. 

Sprinkling of Hollywood authors 
makes a party not only chic but 
worth while. 

Heavy application of eye shadow 
automatically yields “mystery.” 

A grand home calls for lights to 
be thrown on it at night like an 
opening. 

A dozen people working on a film 
story produces a picture 12 times 
greater, 

The correct manner at a picture 
premiere is to be weary of it al} im 
one’s most carefully plotted clothes 

A police dog poised in the rumble 
seat dresses up a car no end. 

Great thoughts can’t help but leap 
out when film folk huddle for 4 
“story conference.” 

A desk cluttered with telegrams, 
makes it look like big things aré 
happening. 

The divorce of a picture player 
holds more interest for the world 
than a scheme for international 4is° 
armament. 
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Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


PICT@RES 


VARIETY 


Myers’ Allied’s Organ Cries “Fixer” 
~ But No Name, So Pettijohn Burns 


president Hoover and Washing- 
ton, D. C.. may have no fault to find 
with criticisms involving them in 
the latest issue of Abram F, Myers’ 


‘house organ, but the Hays office is 


burned up. 
‘charlie Pettijohn is so riled that 


he offers “$1,000 to any charity” if 


the writer will openly name him as 
the “legislative fixer” it calls with- 
out cognomen in the blurbier part of 
the publication. 

Besides donating to charity, Char- 
Jie also goes on the record as threat- 
ening plenty of other things. be 

The article refers to “the Fixer’s 
work for zoning in Chicago, and 
Charlie is the only member of Hays 
staff known to have participated in 
such activities. 

Plus this, the story states: 

“Now that the Hays Fixer has all 
legislation cared for, and has done a 
great job with protection and zon- 
ing, especially in Chicago, we won- 
der if he hasn’t worked himself out 
of a job? Just as a suggestion, he 
might organize a group of banner 
carriers to parade in front of the 
non-union theatres.” 

As for the President, who is the 
subject of wonderment by the Allied 
Exhib house organ, he is taken gen- 
tly to task for posing for news cam- 
eras with such producer dignitaries 
as “Messrs. Zukor, Fox, Mayer and 
Sarnoff,” while one of Myers’ units, 
which asked for a letter from the 
President to be read at some con- 
vention received “curt refusal’”’ from 
his secretary, George Akerson. 

The Lowdown 

In the same breath the Myers’ pub 
refers to what it says is on next 
winter’s record for congressional in- 
vestigation. The paper says its 
members have a lowdown of what 
is in store for the industry. 

It enumerates: 

“Elimination of competition 
through the Hays organization; ex- 
istence of conspiracy among Hays 
members to monopolize the busi- 
ness; failure of the Department of 
Justice to arrest such conspiracy; 
failure of the Federal Trade Com- 
mission to prosecute the block book- 
ing case; failure of the Department 
of Justice to prosecute the Fox and 
Warner cases and the West Coast 
case; subservience of the motion 
Picture division of the Department 
of Commerce to the Hays organiza- 
tion; efforts of the Hays organiza- 
tion to influence various women’s 
clubs and like organizations; efforts 
of the Hays organization to influence 
and frustrate exhibitor organiza- 
tions; efforts to influence legislation, 
especially by the use of money.” 


AFTER OKAYING ‘INGAGI’ 
CENSORS CHANGE MINDS 


Memphis, Aug. 19. 
After permitting W. H. Rudolph, 
the promoter, to bill the town, local 
keepers of morals decided “Ingagi” 
Mit, not open at the Princess un- 
€ss the “faked” scenes were deleted. 
While the city holds no particular 
lef for outside promoters, it does 
not give Memphis and its board of 
Sensors any too good a name along 
per line when exhibitors leave here 
®eling they've been shoved around. 


nen the Orpheum was planning 
sina Ingagi” earlier in the year it 
ities ved the approval of the author- 
the the Orpheum canceled, 
it ieee ependent booker was assured 
to on d show, but on the day it was 
on at the Princess, with hun- 
om S of people lined up at the box 
ce, the word arrived that the 
ly must be eliminated—virtual- 
7 “close” order. 


Walker’s Film Job 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Walker, former stage 
direct dialog. 


‘More Work, Less Play’ 


All Warner Bros. employes 
in New York, from executives 
down to the office boys, have 
been notified by personal let- 
ter from Harry Warner to “pay 
more attention to business and 
less to pleasure.” 

As if the sudden cutting of 
400 employes off the Warner 
home office payroll wasn’t suf- 
ficient tip-off that more work 
and less play is required, the 
letter makes it double. 

While none around the War- 
ner office knew or would say 
who in particular the letter 
was directed at, it was accept- 
ed as a general jolt for all who 
go for golf, fresh air and the 
beaches over the summer, with 
bridge summer and winter. 

Catch and punch-line of the 
Warner warning was “In view 
of the present unemployment 
situation’—and then H. W. 
went to it. 


TECHNICOLOR’S NEW 
3-COLOR PROCESS 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Technicolor has completed re- 


search on its three-color process 
and claims it is practical, but will 
take some time before the process 
is available commercially. 

It’s present cost makes it pro- 
hibitive for immediate production 
purposes. Company states it can’t 
say when it will be ready. 


Jolson’s Latest 


Latest intentions of Al Jolson are 
as numerous as usual, and in total 
reverse of a week ago. 

A proposal he knows nothing of 
also includes an offer for the R-K-O 
Palace, New York, with or without 
his wife, Ruby Keeler. Offer not 
mentioned. Might have to be per- 
centage. 

A’ concert tour at $5 in Atlantic 
seacoast citi€és nips the belief of 
last week that Jolson by now would 
be personal-appearing in Fox 
Pacific northwest spots. 

The concert tour isn't definite but 
slated for March. 

Al is jostling to New York by 
motor. His wife left the coast the 
day before him, Monday (18) by 
train. 

Mammy’s greatest plugger isn’t 
going to Germany for Joe Schenck 
either, it seems, so Fred Selznick 
won't be able to produce the U. A. 
release as was believed westward a 
few days ago. Jolson’s coming 
home some time next week, just 
to look into legit, after he returns 
in the winter to start work on 
“Sons o’ Guns” for United Artists. 
And there’s a Radio offer for the 
Majestic. Hour Aug. 31. 


But wait for next week’s 
“Variety.” 
30th Jolsons are now eastward 


bound. Ruby left by train Monday 
night, with Al starting by automo- 
bile Tuesday (19). 

Another Macadam pilot now fac- 
ing the sun is Jimmy Durante, who 
left Saturday morning carrying a 
railroad ticket in case his boiler 
squawks at the overtime. 

Durante starts a Paramount pic- 
ture in New York Sept. 1, with re- 
hearsals for “New Yorker” (legit 
musical) in October. 


Clive Brook Loaned 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
First time Clive Brook has been 
farmed out by Paramount will be 
when Pathe borrows the leading 
male as co-star, opposite Ann 


Harding. 
“Greater Love,” as Brook-Hard- 


BANKERS’ OPTIMISM 


CONTROL 


Hayden-Stone Joins Gold- 
man-Sachs in Financial 
Underwriting — Bankers 
Ridicule Idea of Any 
Financial Embarrassment 
—Retrenchment Is Nor- 
mal Aftermath of Heavy 
Expansion — No Curbing 
of Many Subsidiaries 


H. M.’S STATEMENT 


Warner brothers remain in man- 
agerial control of Warner Brothers 
with entire confidence reposed in 
them by the bankers, one firm of 


which guarantees them retention 
and dictation of policy under a five- 
year contract. 

Financial leadership will be de- 
termined September 15, the dead- 
line for the $15,000,000 flotation to 
Partially meet commitments, being 
underwritten by Goldman-Sachs and 
Hayden- Stone, 

The common stockholders have it 
within their power to retain money 
supremacy in the Warner interests 
for the Brothers by buying heavily 
of the new issue in which they have 
prior investment right, from Aug. 
25 to Sept. 15. 

Otherwise, it is conceded, the two 
banking houses by the terms of the 
underwriting, will assume owner- 
ship of the 755,000 shares composing 
the emergency flotation. 

This nuu.ber, plus present hold- 
ings of Coldman-Sachs, might give 
Wall Street the money edge on the 
Warner enterprises, it is indicated. 
Featuring most seriously in the 
reorganization of the Warner com- 
pany is the directorate. 

On Sept. 1 three vacancies will 
be created on the board by the au- 
tomatic lapsing of the two-year 
period of representation, a part of 
the Stanley Co. of America deal 
outside stockholders’ interest in 
Stanley, since the take-over has 
dwindled until it is now reported 
to be only 1%, their power on the 
Warner directorate has remained 
the same, 

Of the three, Irving Rossheim al- 
ready has resigned; effective Aug. 
25, with the issuance of the flota- 
tion. His place was filled by a 
banker, Richard F. Hoyt, represent- 
ing Hayden-Stone. Moe Mark and 
Morris Wolff are the remaining 
Stanley representatives whose term 
of service under the original agree- 
ment expires Sept. 1. 

The New Directorate 

With the clearance of the last of 
the Stanley men, the three Warner 
brothers, Harry, Jack and Albert, 
also Harry’s son, Louis, recently 
elected, will be pitted in voting 
power against the bankers. The 
latter are Walter E. Sachs, now 
revealed as a director since last 
June; Waddell Catchings, the 
Warner financial ace with Goldman- 
Sachs before Catchings left the 
banking house, who was declared, 
Monday, to retain his seat; and 
Hoyt. 

Whether the last two Stanley 
standouts will be immediately re- 
placed or whether the directorate 
will await reports on the Sept. 15 
sales is not now known. The lat- 
ter step was expressed Monday as 
being the most logical time for re- 
placement, it being said in Warner 
quarters that Mark and Wolff may 
even be retained on the ground that 
in addition to being directorial rep- 
resentatives for Stanley’s 1%, they 
also have since assumed the func- 
tions of regular Warner organiza- 
tion officials. 

Reason for the abrupt withdrawal 
of Rossheim, president of both 
Stanley and First National at the 
time of their absorption, was given 
as more than just to make room 
for the Hayden-Stone representa- 
tive. Rossheim etateg he has no 
desire to remain a part of the pic- 
ture industry, having become af- 


WARNERS Fox and Shake-Up 
Assoc. Prods. to Stenogs Let Out 


Stein Song 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
The axe was apparently be- 
ing unsheathed at First Na- 
tional studios. Boys and girls 
awaited the dreaded envelopes 
which would inform them that 
they'd be between pictures for 
- awhile. 
Finally the envelopes came. 


Employes trembled as_ they 
opened them. 

Inside was an execu- 
tive communication announc- 


ing that inasmuch as one of 
the largest radio companies 
was now a subsidiary of the 
studio the help could purchase 
radios at 25% off. 


‘Hell’s Angels’ as Road 
Show in 10-12 Towns; 
Gen. Release at Xmas 


“Hell's Angels’”. first stop on its 
road show tour of 10 or 12 keys, 
folowing L. A. and N. Y., will be 
the Erlanger Tremont, Boston, Sept. 
1 at $2 top. Remainder of the cities 


selected have not been named as 
yet. It will not book exclusively 
with Erlanger, it is said. 

General release for the spectacu- 
lar air sounder will occur around 
the holidays. First eastern pop 
showing however, is to occur Aug. 
26 at the United Artists in Chicago, 
at the house scale. This booking 
was made some time ago and with 
the impression that Chicago is not 
a profitable stand for talkers at the 
$2 scale. 


Howard Hughes, will also handle 
the road showing. Pierson got his 
exceptional picture handling train- 
ing under Jeff McCarthy. 

Hughes who reached New York 
late last week may return to the 
coast the end of this week. 


Acoustics Symposium 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
A symposium on acoustics of 
sound stages is being compiled by 
the Academy’s Technical Bureau 
for the McGraw-Hill book, “Record- 
ing Sound for Motion Pictures.” 


Janet Gaynor Resumes 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Janet Gaynor returned to the 
Fox lot Friday (15) and will under- 
take the part originally intended for 
her opposite Charlie Farrell in 
“The Man Who Came Back.” This 
heals the breach between the stu- 
dio and actress existing since last 
spring. 

“Man Who Came Back,” to be di- 
rected by William K. Howard, goes 
into rehearsal Sept. 1. Upon com- 


pletion of this film Miss Gaynor 
will do the George Gershwin mu- 
sical. 


M-G Buys “Within Law” 


Hollywood, Aug, 19. 
“Within the Law” has been pur- 
chased by Metro from Joseph 
Schenck for Joan Crawford. Picture 


was originally made by Schenck 
about six years ago with Norma 
Talmadge and released through 


First National. 
Lucien Hubbard has been assigned 
to the dialog and adaptation. 


ALF GOULDING ON SHORTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Alf Goulding, comedy director, has 
been engaged by Warners to direct 
Vitaphone shorts in the east. 
He left here last night for New 


aiker's first is dialog on “Broth- 


ing film titled, will also have setae 
Bannister in cast. 


(Continued on p P 25) 


York. 


Wayne Pierson, the gen, rep, for-+ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

A shake-up epidemic descended 
upon both Fox and First National 
last week. In the case of the Bur- 
bank studio it’s hard to define the 
line between the economy order 
from the east and the annual shut- 
down that always takes place with 
F. N. at this time of year. 


On Western avenue it was simply 
a matter of adjustment with the pe- 
riodical option time, Sept. 1, ap- 
proaching. The Fox move came as 
a surprise in that this lot is well 
into a heavy production schedule. 

The nervous attitude at First Na- 
tional was instigated by the meet- 
ings in New York and orders there- 
from. 

As regards Fox, it is known that 
options will not be exercised upon 
James Kevin McGuinness and Ned 
Marin, associate producers, whose 
contracts are believed to expire late 
in September. In fact, the under- 
standing is that the entire super- 
visory system for this company is 
being revised, with it understood 
that Al Rockett, who has a three- 
year contract, will be retained. 

Among the writers who will no 
longer be affillated are mentioned 
John Farrow, Lynn Starling and 
Henry Johnson, Patterson McNutt, 
dialog director, and A. F. Erricson, 
who just completed direction of 
“Tonight and You,” also reported 
as out. 

This studio was rampant with ru- 
mors all last week, amongst which 
the strongest was that of the super- 
visory change and that the writing 
staff was to be reduced to 15, or just 
half of its former size. 

Also included in the chopping are 
10 art directors and 13 secretaries. 

Al Lewis is due on the lot Sept. 1 
to take charge of the story depart- 
ment, which means Jeff McCarthy 
remains east to assume Lewis’ ma- 
terial and personality picking duties 
in New York. 

Overboard on Secs 

The town is currently overboard 
on secretaries, as First National 
also let out 18 of the girls. 

With all Burbank departments 
but two cutting, and Vitaphone 
branches feeling the depletion in 
ranks, the entire lot became restless, 
as the company was known to be 
negotiating for contract settlements 
with writers and some players, 
amongst whom are named Sidney 
Blackmer and James Rennie. In 
Blackmer’s case it is reported that 
he refused to bargain. 

First National now has two pic- 


tures in work which will be com- 
pleted this week, at which time a 
further reduction in technical crews 


is expected, but this may only be 
due to winding up on the produc- 
tion schedule, 

It is known that for future shoot- 
ing the Burbank outfit will no longer 
use six cameras on a set as has 
been the recent custom. This will 
make it slightly tougher for the 


players, who will have to repeat 
scenes for the various angles de- 
sired, but the economy edict in- 
fers that if Warners can shoot with 
but two boxes, from now on Bur- 


bank can, also. 


Two French pictures have been 


abandoned at Fox following the 
general shake-up and let-out. One 
was “Common Clay,” the other 


“Last of the Duanes.” 

With abandonment of films Pierre 
Coudere and Max Constant were let 
out. 

Understanding is that the bulk of 
Fox's foreigns will be made in Bue 


rope with John Stome, now in 
charge here of foreigns, probably 
being transferred abroad, Raoul 


Walsh has also been spoken of for 
the assignment. 


Robertson Settles 


Universal City, Aug. 19. 
With “Gypsy Love Song” not 
ready yet to go into production, 
Universal has made a cash settle- 
ment with John Robertson, who 
was to have directed the picture. 


Robertson, who came out to U for 
the one picture only, has gone over 
to Columbia, 
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6 “VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE . 
Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens 


FOREIGN 


Cable- Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 
Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


Boycott on Am. Talkers Ordered by 
Scandmavian-Danish Exhibitors 


Copenhagen, Aug. 19. 
Long threatened boycott by the 
Scandinavian exhibitors has finally 
been voted through the Danish Ci- 
nema Owners allying themselves 
with the Swedish, who took the in- 
itiative all along in this boycotting 


threat. What the embargo will 
mean is dubious. 

A split-up of the Norse country 
exhibs seems inevitable, judging 
from the attitude of a number of 
Jarge suburban theatres that have 
éoubled their grosses since talkers. 
These prosperous circuits are any- 
thing but interested in the proposal 
that all houses close along with the 
others for the sale of solidarity and 
public impression. 

Other exhibs, too, have increased 
their grosses, if not doubled them. 

The boycotting aecision was made 
following a zero hour conference 


(Continued on page 50) 


Swedish Wire Going In 
Swedish Houses, with 
No “Foreign” Meddling 


Stockholm, Aug. 8. 
In connection with the Paris 
sound patent agreement, the largest 
Swedish producer and theatre cir- 
cuit, Svensk Filmindustri, has so 
far installed 7 Western Electric and 


17 Klang apparatus, but is now go- 
ing for a new Swedish equipment, 
the Apga-Baltic. According to 
Svensk, it can compete with the best 
sound equipments. 

Aga-Baltic is less expensive than 
Klang. Twenty-eight Aga instal- 
lations have been ordered. 

The Germans tried to stop the 
demonstration of the Aga-Baltic 
last spring, claiming patent infringe- 
ments. Svensk stated that should 
the Germans try to interfere with 
the Swedish-made Aga-Baltic again, 
Svensk would refuse to play Ger- 
man pictures, for as long as Swed- 
ish workmen pay money to see Ger- 
man pictures, these pictures should 
also have the right to be shown on 
apparatus made by Swedish work- 
men. That seemed to have settled it. 

The idea was that if “foreigners” 
are going too far to run the picture 
business in Sweden, then it is time 
to bring about “Kontingent.” 


POWELL MAY DIRECT 
AND ACT IN ENGLAND 


London, Aug. 19. 

Although Paramount has_ re- 
peatedly denied it will produce any- 
where within the British Isles, Par 
is now credited with having made a 
deal with Herbert Wilcox for a five- 
year lease of the British & Domin- 
ion studios at Elstree. Western 
Electric equipped. Annual rent is 
$137,500. 

This lines up with William 
Powell’s voice testing during his 
visit here. The test was to judge 
his qualities so much as to get a 
line on the B & D studios’ equip- 
ment. 

Possibility exists for Powell, who 
is a Paramount contract player, re- 
turning here to direct British-made 
talkers, as well as act. 

Par‘s lease of the British & Do- 
minion studios specifically provides 
for B. & D.’s right to make its own 
productions on one of the two floors 
which are available. 

Paramount starts production lo- 
cally in early September. 

Par took over one complete pro- 
duction unit from Dominion, includ- 
ing personnel. 

The success of its filmization of 
“Rookery Nook” has prompted B-D 
to plan the filming of five more of 
the Aldwych theatre farces. Tom 
Walls and Ralph Lynn, stars of the 
stage versions, will re-enact the 
leads in all the five picturizations. 


F. N.’s 8 Silents Abroad 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 
German branch of First National 
will this season distribute eight 
silents along with its usual ’30-'31 
sound program 


| Athens, the Hollywood 
Of Greece, for Dagfilm, 
Four-Sided Versions 


Athens, Aug. 19. 
This Greek eapital becomes a 
southeastern European minor Hol- 
lywood as the capital of quadri- 
lingual talker productions for Greek, 
Roumanian, Turkish and German 
films. Athens is most centrally ad- 


jacent to all four countries. 

The Greek film producing com- 
pany, Dagfilm, of which Dimitrius 
Cazades is manager, has made ar- 
rangements with Berlin, Vienna and 
Prague producers and distributors 
for these nationalistic picture peo- 
ple to underwrite part of his com- 
pany’s production costs for the four 
versions. 

The first picture is a Roumanian 
story, “Red Passion.” 

Greek talkers are no local novelty, 
through Dagfilm’s previous (first) 
native dialog film, “Athens Apaches,” 
released. It was a failure, al- 
though evidencing the usual inter- 
est at first in the native dialog, but 
as a film it was hapless. : 


CHILEAN FIGHT 
WON EXHIBS 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 19. 
Distributors’ organization in Chile 
has disbanded. With it passed the 
feud existing in that country be- 
tween the film distribs and the 
Chilean theatre trust. 

Fox’s refusal to co-operate with 
the rest of the distribs figured in the 
organization disintegrating. 

The theatre trust, combination of 
picture houses, had become too seri- 
ous a problem with the exchanges 
of American and other film eom- 


panies, 
B. I. EXPLAINS 
London, Aug. 1. 
British International Pictures, 


Ltd., takes exception to a story that 
B. I. is reported to have defaulted 
in meeting a payment of stock of 
220,000 and its interests in World 
Wide, American distributor, revert- 
ed to Educational Pictures Corp. 

The London office declares: 

“1. British International Pictures, 
Limited, never had any money in 
stock or shares of World Wide. 

“2. The re-arrangement of the 
distribution contract was done at 
our instance, as we intimated can- 
cellation of it under our rights of 
certain defaults. It was ultimately 
agreed that the contract should be 
so modified that we were free to 
sell any of our pictures elsewhere, 
before offering them to Educational- 
World Wide, which was what we 
desired.” 


Pommer’s 5 Ufa’s 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 
Erich Pommer has renewed his 
contract with Ufa. 
He will make five specials for Ufa 
as an independent producer, 


London Newsreel House 

Starts Big; Fox M’g’m’t 

London, Aug. 19. 

London Newsreel theatre, second 
in the world, opened here last night 
(18) under Fox auspices. This fol- 
lows by a little over a year that of 
the initial newsreel theatre, the Em- 
bassy, New York. 

Other houses devoted to news may 
shortly be opened in other cities 
on the continent. 

London Newsreel 
Shaftsbury avenue. 


house is on 


Vincente Rey Dies 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 19. 
Vincente Rey, theatre-owner here, 
is dead. 
Spanish, the showman came here 
30 years ago, becoming one of the 
foremost local citizens. 


‘ROBERT AMES 


Under contract to Fox Film cor- 
poration has appeared in the fol- 
lowing pictures during the past 


two years: “Voice of the City,” 
M-G-M; “The Trespasser,” U. A.; 
“Rich People,” Pathe; © “Double 
Cross Roads,” Fox; “Not Dam- 
aged,” Fox; “Holiday,” Pathe; 
“War Nurse,” M-G-M; “Nix on 
Dames,” Fox, and “A Lady to 
Love,” M-G-M. 


Management: 
The EDWARD SMALL COMPANY 


3 Talkers in Amsterdam; 
Tauber’s 2d Looks Good 


Amsterdam, Aug. 19. 


Two German talkers and a 
French-made_ silent, “Count of 
Monte Cristo,” comprise the current 
new film fare. 

Both dialog films are doing well, 
Jannings’ “Blue Angel” holding over 
at the Rembrandt. 

Richard Tauber’s second talker, 
“Lockende Ziel,” started success- 
fully at the Tuschinski. 

Lloyd and Chaplin are the Nether- 
lands’ two old comedy reliables. At 
the Uitkijk Avantgard theatre 
Chaplin’s “Pay Day” started off as 
a smash draw. 

In Rotterdam, at the Grand, 
Lloyd’s “Welcome Danger” is ter- 
rific, 


$-Crazed French Actors 


Paris, Aug. 19. 


Dolar-crazed actors are attempt- 
ing te obtain for their services 
salaries unprecedented, E. A. Du- 
pont is currently making“ Cape 
Forlorn” in Elstree in German, Eng- 
lish and French. 

French talent offered roles. Fal- 
conetti wanted $14,000 for five 
weeks, after her tremendous flop at 
the Avenue. Harry-Haur and 
Lugne-Poe both asked for $1,000 a 
week. 

No contract signed yet. 


SPANISH WRITERS FOR M-G 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Jose Lopez Rubio and Eduardo 
Ugarte are being brought from 
Spain by Metro and will be added 
to the coast writing staff. They’ll 
adapt Spanish versions and write 
originals. 
Pair arrive here around Sept. 1. 


Foreigners Arrive 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Eduardo Ugarte and Jose Lopez 
Rubio, Spanish playwrights, arrive 
here this week, under authors’ con- 
tract to Metro. 

Paul Morgan, German comedian, 
also due here same time for same 
studio. 


ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS 
IN UNDERSTANDING’ 


London, Aug. 19. 
Behind the “resignation” of Clive 
MacManus, film critic of the London 


filmo-alliance between the Rother- 
mere and Beaverbrook newspapers 
with the British film industry. 

Rothermere’s interest is in Fox 
through the _ British Movietone 
News, in which both he and Fox 
have large holdings. Fox also has 
big holdings in British Gaumont. 

The current close alliance be- 
tween the Beaverbrook and Rother- 
mere papers resulted in both in- 
structing their picture critics not to 
report or write about films when 
trade-shown and also not to include 
news of trade-shown pictures in 
the weekly film pages of their 
newspapers. 

MacManus, more enterprising 
than the. rest, has not been doing 
this. His desk will be filled by an 
assigned leg-man. 

Because of the Rothermere inter- 

est in British Gaumont, and be- 
cause of both barons of London’s 
fourth estate working in such close 
harmony, it will mean that both 
groups will only report on pictures 
running in the West End, in which 
territory Gaumont owns give the- 
atre. 
It’s a break for Gaumont from 
now, and a proportionate loss of 
publicity for all film renters, Amer- 
ican and British. 


B-G EXPANSION 
MEANS FILMS 


London, Aug. 19. 


British-Gaumont is extending, ex- 
panding and absorbing in several 
inside trade arrangements. 

The substance of it will mean an 
output of 50 talkers next season, 
made at the local Gaumont studios, 
with the studios refurbished to the 
extent of $500,000. 
Welsh-Pearson-Elder, indie pro- 
duction unit, is amalgamating for 
production purposes into the Gau- 
mont combine. The W-P-E unit 
will maintain its individuality but 
will produce in association with 
Gaumont and release through it. 
Costs will be split between B-G and 
the trio. 

The three-name company is the 
same which bought the film rights 
to “Journey’s End” originally, and 
split it with Gaumont, which again 
split with Tiffany. 


Gaumont eircuit managerial 
changes due and pending are locally 
reported. 


Indications are that the recent 
decision to supervise the United 
Picture Theatres Circuit will cause 
managerial switches all along the 
line, notably in London proper. 
Prime objective is to bring Gau- 
mont men into control of the United 
houses. 

One immediate result of the 
change has been the resignation of 
Arthur Whittacker, of Gaumont’s 
leading London managers, to join 
Universal’s local exploitation staff. 


SP. DIRECTOR QUITS PAR. 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Washington Pezet, co-director of 
Spanish versions fer Paramount, 
has quit the studio. 

He is en route to New York where 
his dramatization of “School Girl’ 
is to be produced Sept. 1 by Henry 
B. Forbes. 


British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


London, Aug. 8. 

Chief move of the minute is sell- 
ing—and buying—theatres. Most 
everybody’s in it some place, trying 
to make themselves anything from 
coffee and cake money to a new 
bank roll. 

Dominion tipped as let to U. ona 
21-year lease, but that’s boloney. 
Not doing so good with “Phantom” 
there. Making up for it at Alham- 
bra, though, with “All Quiet” still 
playing to capacity four-a-day, and 
U. getting a 50-50 split after the 
first $5,000. 

*"Nother house doing full time is 
Tivoli, where United Artists’ 
“Raffles” is standing ’em up. United 


got a good break here, seeing Gau- 
mont-British has stuck tight to 
paying no more than 25% for com- 
plete programs, and demanding free 
publicity atop, ever since “Tres- 
passer.” United getting 33% for 
“Raffles” and half publicity cost, 
with a little more percentage still 
over something around $20,000, and 
taking the picture for the first runs 
on its circuit at 3314, with a guar- 
antee around $200,000. That’s the 
talk, anyway. 


Business As Is 


Weather pulled things up this 
week, Plaza holding ‘“Devil’s Holi- 


“Evening Standard,” a Lord Beaver- |. 
brook newspaper, is a strong local 


TRIPLE 
PREMIERES 
BUENOS 


— 


‘Way Down South,’ It’s 
Nothing at $3 Top— 
‘Front’ Real Smash 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 19, 

The imported French company 
from the Isola Freres’ Mogador thee 
atre, Paris, opened here Saturday 
night at the Opera in their long 
established hit, ‘“SRose-Marie,” to an 
$8 top. The local toll was eight 
pesos, with 96 cents to the peso. 

‘‘Rose-Marie,” American operetta, 
has been the Mogadvr troupe's 


(Continued on page 50) 


Faults of Film Houses 
‘in London Pointed Out 
by American Manager 


London, Aug. 9. 
An American theatre manager has 
been in London. 
After giving London film houses. & 
look, American manager has quite @ 
lot to say about ’em. ; 
The Tivoli, he says, is full of 
echoes, and its acoustics ‘are about 
as healthy as a mosquito swamp, 
The voice fader on the projectors, 
he rates, is not worked right. 
On the Dominion, American exe 
hib gets het up. Linoleum is used 
on its stage, which casts reflections 
from the screen, and causes distor< 
tion in Technicolor sequences, 
Acoustics too, are bad, everything 
backed by plaster. 
Jimmy Bryson’s handling of 
“Phantom of the Opera” at .the 
Dominion has been slated. Exterier 
lighting is all wrong. While the 
stage lighting! 
There is an American representa« 
tive of the Berliner company over 
here now, supervising the acoustic 
angle of the new Buchanan theatre 
in Leicester square. 
The best talker house for sound 
in this town, according to the Amere 
ican, is the Stoll in Kingsway. 


Spanish Only Surefire 
Versions, Fox Figure 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Fox is laying off Italian and 
French versions for the time being 
and is concentrating on the Spane 
ish for its foreign market. Further 
developments are expected with 
arrival of Clayton Sheehan, who is 
returning from a study of conditions 
abroad. 

Spanish versions turned out by 
Fox so far are “One Mad Kiss,” 
“Common Clay,” “The Last of the 
Duanes,” “The Valiant,” and four 
shorts. 


Sydney Theatre May 
Return to Legit Plays 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 
Royal will probably return to legit 
shortly. 
House has been under a fairly 


successful talker policy the past 
nine weeks. 


Skyscraper in Belgrade 


Belgrade, Aug. 19. 
The big insurance company caljeds 
the Reunione and belonging to the 
Rothschilds, is putting up the high 
est building in the capital of Jugo* 
Slavia. 
It will be a marvel to the natives 
although it does not approach the 
sky-scrapers of the Western wees 
Building will contain the larges 
film theatre in all the Balkan® 


(Continued on page 58) 


House will be wired. 
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“VYARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 1 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 


FOREIGN ANTI- 


SOVIET WIRING 


1,000 HOUSES 
FALL 


i Moscow, Aug. 19. 
The Soviet Government will wire 
1,000 theatres throughout the United 
States of Soviet Russia, beginning 
in October. 
For this purpose, Joe Koffman, 
representing the American firm of 


audio-Cinema, has arrived to pro- 
vide technical aid to the Soviets in 
the production of talkers, theatre 
wiring, etc. Audio-Cinema has the 
v. 8. 8. R. wiring contract. 

With Koffman’s arrival the official 
channels of the Soviets made its an- 
nouncement of the 1,000 houses. 


Balkan Houses Holding 
European Wiring After 


Bootlegging Apparatus 


Belgrade, Aug. 19. 

Bootlegging American sound ap- 
paratts into the Balkans and the 
other Teutonically dominated terri- 
tories will become an unlooked for 
international factor as the result of 
the Paris pact recently between 
Tobis-Klangfilm and Western Elec- 
tric, respectively the German and 
American sound apparatuses in- 
volved. 

Yugoslay theatre owners are pres- 
ently perplexed regarding their fu- 
ture‘owing to the general inefficien- 
cy of'all talker apparatuses except- 
ing American. The German and in- 
dependent sound plants have given 
trouble and are subject to poor serv- 
icing. 

As a result the deluxe Corso and 
Luxor theatres, both with German- 
made sound plants, are virtually 
silent houses and have been so all 
summer because of the negative 
elements. Kolarac, Casino and Coli- 
seum, all Western Electric-wired, 
have been showing talkers all along 
and doing the heavy business. 

Frank expression by the local ex- 
hibs that they would like to smuggle 
Westerns in or make some deal for 
ante-dating contracts so as to ob- 
tain installation on the subterfuge 
the contracts were effected prior to 
the deadline date when Germany 
and America divided Europe be- 
tween them as to wiring equipment. 

This is not an idle proposition 
here, especially now, with the incep- 
tion of the new season. 


PONY GOLF IN THEATRES 
AT 25c IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Aug. 19> 
Miniature golf has invaded the 
Antipodes. An ambitious organiza- 
tion has contracted for the erec- 
tion of golf courses in every im- 
portant theatre of every important 
city in Australia and New Zealand. 


Eighteen holes for 25 cents is the 
idea, 


Datch Building Studio 


Ra Amsterdam, Aug. 19, 
Dutch sound company, 
ee Devrij patent, has 

uildin 1 
elaborate studios in 

A far the Dutch show people 

® manifested meager interest. 


Modernizing Jofa Studios 
‘» In Berlin’s Suburb 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 
ators German distrib- 
boride and producers been 
io’ reconstruct the Jofa stu- 
Bertin. ¢ Johannesthal, outside of 
» tor production purposes. It 


Will) he 

renova 
Wired, ote. ted, modernized, 
_ the 
nited 


A Syndicate of 


Syndicate comprises Terra- 
ilm Artists, Mayvfilm, Nero 
4nd Felner-Somlo Film 


|past and again anew on the screen, 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 

“Song of My Heart” is a distinct 
hit in Sydney. 

“The Big Pond,” opening here a 
day later, is also a distinctive fa- 
vorite, 

Both should clean up in the An- 
tipodes. 


GERMAN TALKER BIG 
HIT IN ENVIOUS CITY 


Vienna, Aug. 19. 


The best German soundfilm to 
come here after Emil Jannings’ 
“Blue Angel” is the new Berlin 
triumph, “Der Andere” (“The 
Other”), with Fritz Kortner in the 
principal male role. It was enthu- 
siastically acclaimed here by the 
artistically jealous Viennese as the 
best German talker in months. 

The now 30-year-old plot by Paul 
Lindau is from the novel and play 
of the same name, popular in years 


Lindau was the first playwright 
or author to attempt dramatizing 
Freud’s psychoanalytic theories. 

Kortner is brilliant in the role of 
the State Attorney who by day mer- 
cilessly prosecutes criminals, but by 
night, in his alter ego subconscious- 
ness, turns to associations with the 
criminals in the slums whom he so 
relentlessly hounds during office 
hours. 

His cure makes an intensely in- 
teresting screen story. 

All other roles are finely cast, 
notably Miss Von Nagy. 


Paris-Made Norse Talker 
Flops in Copenhagen 


Copenhagen, Aug. 19. 

Despite optimistic anticipations, 
Paramount’s first Scandinavian 
talker, 
flopped here at the leading first run 
houses. Public found the mixture 
of Swedish and Danish languages 
even more difficult to comprehend 
than American English. 

This is the talker which Para- 
mount produced in Paris, making 
several European language versions 
in addition to the original French. 

Paramount’s belief that 
native curiosity in something in a 
language approaching its own 
would guarantee it heavy financial 
returns, but it did not turn out like 
that, at least so far as this Danish 
capital was concerned. 


OSSO’S LATEST IDEA 


Taking Advantage of New Foreign 
Film Pact 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Following the Franco-German 
pact, entered into here a week ago 
Friday by the presidents of the Ger- 
man and French film organizations, 
Adolphe Osso switched plans for his 
first independently produced French 
talker. 

Instead of shooting “Aiglon,” Na- 
poleonic French talker, entirely in 
Vienna, the picture will only have 
a few Austrian locale shots, This, 
despite the film having a majority 
of Austrian locales. 

Reason for this is Osso’s desire 
to take advantage of the German- 
French alliance which virtually 
guarantees the elimination of re- 
spective nationalistic quotas for 
mutual bi-national favor. If Osso 
were to produce his film in Aus- 
tria, he would not—although a 
Frenchman—benefit by the Franco- 
German pact which .merely applies 
to talkers made in these countries. 

As a result, Paramount's former 
French chieftain, who resigned to 
go producer on his own, will shoot 
tthe. major portion of his picture 
in Berlin studios. 


S. A. Union Agreement 
Cape Town, Aug. 19. 
New wage scale and an eight-hour 
day become effective this week (18) 
under a new agreement of the South 
African Operators’ Union. 
New agreement effects operators 


“The Hole in the Wall,” 


and assistants. 


PACT QUOTA 


Termed a Frank Hold-Up to 


Coerce American Pro- 
ducers’ Subsidization— 


Paramount Worried of 
Paris Activity Questioned 
As Camouflage. 


OFFICIAL QUIZ 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Paramount is worried over the 
outcome of its local production at 
Joinville and in Paris proper, be- 
cause of the Franco-German pact 
for the free interchange of their 
own native produced talkers with- 
out any quota or kontingent re- 
strictions. 

As is further detailed herein, 
Paramount’s local production may 
be outlawed as a camouflage and 
not regarded as a_ full-fledged 
French enterprise although, by 
French law, directorate, executives 
and personnel are almost majority 
French. 

Paramount has gone so far as to 
query the French Government of- 
ficially to determine its attitude on 
the Franco-German  kontingent 
pact. 

Meantime the Germans are essay- 
ing to further strengthen the anti- 
American block by enlisting neu- 
tral countries as is instanced in 
their flirtations with Portugal, 
where Tobis sound equipment is 
primary. 

Urges Portuguese Kontingent 

Tobis has offered to build sound 
studios in the Portuguese capital, 
Lisbon. It extols the possibilities 


(Continued on page 48) 


HOUSES 
ALSO 


London, Aug. 19. 

New York and “Hell's Angels” are 
not alone in having their concurrent 
twin premieres, 

London bowed in  Universal’s 
“Western Front” at the Regal and 
Alhambra. British & International 
will follow with “Murder.” 

Latter talker is the season’s big- 
gest native-made talker and will 
open at both these houses after 
“Front” and “King of Jazz” con- 
clude their runs. 

This will be the first British film 
playing two pre-release houses in 
London concurrently. 


‘Vagabond King’ Causes 
Paris Olympia Start at 
9:30; Ist Day $5,700 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

All Paris records were broken 
here when “Vagabond King” opened 
Friday (15) at the new Olympia, 
Jacques Haik’s independent film 
house. It is opening at the un- 
precedent early morning hour of 
9:30 a. m, 

Opening day grossed $5,700, un- 
heard of one-day’s business here. 
$1 top. 


‘Hell’s Angels,’ London 


London, Aug. 19. 

Negotiations have started here for 
a London setting for the Hughes 
“Hell’s Angels” film. 

Location sought is a $2 West End 
house. 

Cables coming in from New York 
suggest the dickering is on with two 
or three London theatre manage- 
ments, 


| Radio Only for ‘Dixiana’ 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Radio Pictures will not produce 
anything in any foreign language on 
this side for the time being at least. 

A landslide campaign on “Dixi- 
ana,” showing the original version, 
is planned instead for the next 
months. 

Intend to have it released in 17 
foreign countries before Jan. 1, 


PITTALUGA’S FIRST 2 
TALKERS NEAR READY 


Rome, Aug. 19. 
Signor Pittaluga is intensively 
busy at his studios here completing 
the first native-made Italian talk- 
ers. 
The parody operetta, “Nero,” with 


the eminent Neopolitan comic, 
Petrolini, in the titular role, is near- 
ly finished. 


A singing talker, from one of 
Pirandello’s early short stories, is in 
its final stages. It is titled “Song of 
Love” and the infectious waltz 
theme song has everybody around 
the, Cines Studios whistling. <Ad- 
vance reports on this talker, for 
which Bixio, a prominent Italian 
maestro, wrote the special music, 
are extraordinarily optimistic. 

Supplementary French and Ger- 
man versions of “Song of Love” are 
also being made here. 


Floppo? 
Paris, Aug. 19. 

Local advices from Rome has it 
that Signor Pittaluga, the big sound 
and celluloid man from Rome, is 
flopping or heading for a flop with 
his Italian-made talkers, produced 
at his studios in Rome. 

A better break for America is 
seen in this. First inklings of the 
Signor’s flop cropped up during the 
German-American patents’ confer- 
ences here some weeks ago when 
Will Hays was in Paris. The Gen- 
eralissimo of the American film in- 
dustry was approached by an 
Italian delegate with the query as 
to how Italy could better co-operate 
with America. 

The local English press repro- 
duced Pittaluga’s statement that 
the Italian government will hence- 
forth entrust him with all Italian 
cinematic matters. The hoke. 

Italian official Luce Productions, 
with which Fox Movietone News is 
obligated to merge in Italy for its 
newsreel shots (as Fox-Luce Movie- 
tone), will soon release through an 
organization other than Pittaluga’s. 


Para’s-Astoria Theatre 
Deal, England, Confirmed 


London, Aug. 19. 

Sam Katz has okayed Para- 
mount’s purchase of the Astoria 
chain of picture houses here, follow- 
ing his local two-day stay. 

Par is also in the market for 
other theatres, with the Stoll cir- 
cuit mentioned repeatedly. There 
is no conofirmation either way. 

Paramount's theatre acquisitions 
on this side have brought the Amer- 
ican firm into contact with the 
Prince Edward theatre site for 
which a deal is supposedly pend- 
ing. 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Sam Katz’s party, including Gra- 
ham of London, confered with 
Robert T. Kane here on business, 
Katz leaving for Switzerland on a 
vacation, 

Katz will take an extensive sur- 
vey from then on of European film 
situation up until his sailing Sept. 
10 on the “Europa.” 


MEL SHAUER TO PARIS 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Melville A. Shauer, in charge of 
Paramount’s foreign production, is 
eastbound en route to the com- 
pany’s Paris studios. 

He has been on the coast three 
months, 

E. E. Shauer, Par’s foreign head, 
who has been ill for many months, 


BLOCK 


FLESH STAGE 
FOR SYDNEY 
OPENS WELL 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 
The present flesh-and-blood vogue, 
as a reaction from a year of 
straight “canned” stuff, got off 
strongly at the Capitol, with a mid- 
night premiere of a double talking 
feature, 


Union Theatres introduced its 
stage band at the Capitol; also a 
ballet, vaude acts, etc. 

It will essay the same thing as a 
business try in its other key 
houses, 


Opposish in Am: Sound 
News Reels in Europe; 
Par and Fox Increase 


‘ Paris, Aug. 15. 
Emanuel Cohen, Paramount's 
newsreel head, arrived here to 
reorganize and extend the Par 
sound news services. 


Par will make local reels for 
France, Germany and England. 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 

Fox Movietone News has opened 
a new central European distribution 
centre in Berlin. 

The German capital headquarters 
will serve the Teutonic countries 
and also the Norse territory (Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark and Fin- 
land). 

Truman Tally, of Fox Movietone, 
New York, due here shortly with 
staff. 

Ben Miggins, European manager 
for Fox Movietone News, has come 
on from Paris and will stay here 
indef. 

Miggins is reorganizing the Ger- 
man Fox Movietone situation, 


HOLLAND’S GOOD BIZ 
BRINGS BACK TAX 


The Hague, Aug. 19. 

Business has continued so well 
over the summer, due to the un- 
usually bad weather that the Dutch 
legislators figured it was all too well 
for the showmen. They decided to 
restore the amusement tax imme- 
diately. This was dropped some 
months ago, owing to the burden- 
some taxation in other channels and 
poor business. 


Rotterdam, in July, doubled its 
July, 1929, business. Inclement 
weather boomed picture business 


everywhere, 

Films seemingly benefits chiefly. 
At Scheveningen business is ex- 
tremely poor for all other amuse- 
ments, even the famous Circus 
Maxo now being on the wane, when 
normally the big top does whatever 
summer trade there is, 

Although thé present bills at the 
Netherlands’ capital present un- 
usual competition business is hold- 
ing up. Asta has “Blue Angel” .in 
2d week. City holds Metro’s “Die 
Senhsucht Jeder Frau,” another 2d 
weeker, 

Odeon is reviving “Big Parade” 
and Central holds revival, “Abie’s 
Irish Rose,” locally titled “Abie’s 
Rtose-Marie.” 

First showing in Holland of Para- 
mount’s “White Cargo’ ’is at the 
Passage. 


Amazingly Remarkable 


Amsterdam, Aug. 19. 
The big Phillips’ electrical prod- 
ucts factories at Eindhoven, Hol- 
land, have perfected a new sound 
equipment machine, it is claimed, 


is also in Hollywood, but not tak- Big angle is that the Phillips 
ing active part in production or|sound-plants do not, allegedly, en- 
other activities, still convalescing!}croach on any existing basic pat- 
there from his long illness, jents or licenses, so they say. 
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Wednesday, August 20, 1939 ‘ 


PICTURE GROSSES 


‘Hell's Angels’ $9 750.$8,49 


In 2 Bway Spots in 3 Days; 
Cool Break Boosts Everything 


Conditions being ideal, Broad- 
way’s picture business last week 
leaped forward with the agility of 
an acrobat looking for the Orpheum 
circuit. It was a sensational mid- 
summer recovery all along the line, 
from a box-office lethargy prevail- 
ing for the past six or seven weeks. 

In the midst of this weather 
break “Hell's Angels,” its marquees 
aflame with three bulbs where there 
had never been more than one be- 
fore, entered with much ado in two 
Broadway houses, two blocks apart. 

Although the reaction was over- 
whelmingly favorable and the pic- 
ture is off at a velocity that pre- 
sages lot of trade, it might not have 
been so auspicious in the uncooled 
Criterion and Gaiety if the terrific 
heat hadn’t been conveniently ex- 
changed for a mess of rain-washed 
breezes. 

“Hell’s Angels” became the talk 
of the Square over the week-end. 
That it can make six months on 
Broadway is considered a certainty, 
but whether in two houses simulta- 
neously is the sole holdout question 
of the show mob. Subsequent de- 
velopments may eliminate this 
skepticism. 

Figures for Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday ran to lots of standees, with 
the further encouraging fact of a 
strong agency demand. At the 
Gaiety Monday night 110 pairs of 
seats were sold via telephone order. 

Comparative figures of the two 
houses, the Gaiety with 802 seats 
and the Criterion with 876 seats, 
are: 


Criterion. Gaiety. 

Sat. mat......--$1,152.50 $1,009.75 
Slat. 1,445.00 
Sat. midnite.... 807.00 770.00 
Sun. mat....... 1,165.00 1,008.25 
Sun. (6 p.m)... 1,080.00 1,004.75 
Sun. nite....... 1,598.00 1,469.90 
Mon, mat....-.2 847.50 778.25 
Mon. nite...... 1,548.00 1,457.00 
Totals. $8,942.00 


What the weather meant in coin 
of the realm was forcibly demon- 
strated at the Roxy, which bettered 
its opening week with “Common 
Clay” by $12,000. That’s plenty of 
betterment, considering the first 
week was around $108,000. It gave 
Roxy last week $120,000. 

Lack of film names probably kept 
the Paramount under $70,000, witha 
highly regarded comedy, “Queen 
High.” However, the gross was 
nearly $13,000 betver than the week 
before, so the rule of general re- 
covery still applies. 

Columbia’s “Rain or Shine” 
grabbed $20,700 in the Globe for a 
well-earned second week. “Dawn 
Patrol’ reports increased Saturday 
and Sunday business, which may 
put back “Big Boy” beyond the 29th 
at the Winter Garden. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Big House” (Metro) (1,- 
120; $1-$2) (9th week). Jumped 
with field. “All Quiet” exited Sun- 
day, giving Metro’s jailbreak drama 
the field to itself, until ‘‘“Moby Dick” 
opened Thursday. Again touching 
20,000. 

Capitol—“Our Blushing Brides” 
(Metro) (4,620; 35-85-$1.50). Fol- 
lowed $77,900 with $68,700. Both 
figures include ample profit. 

Criterion-Gaiety—“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (1,678; $1-$2.50). Critics 
went to the Criterion, where Ben 
Lyon and Jean Harlow made per- 
sonal appearances opening night. 
Broadway concedes Howard Hughes 
a chance to get his investment back. 
Notices strongly favorable. 

Embassy — “ Newsreel 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Probably 
back to $10,000. House advertises 
in several weeklies of the intelli- 
gentsia. 

Globe—“Rain or Shine” (Colum- 
bia) (1,065; 35-50-75) (2d week). 
Well exploited and attracted biz 
from start; $20,700 is well above 
what this house has been doing. 
Now in second week and may get 
another. 

Hollywood—“Moby Dick” (WB) 
(1,066; $1-$2). Division of senti- 
ment on this one, but Barrymore 
highly praised. Started off fairly 
well with $14,000 in first three days. 

Paramount—“Queen High” (Par) 
(3,655; 65-85-$1). Charles Ruggles 
and Frank Morgan not deemed suf- 
ficiently well known to impress 
commonalty of film fans. Comedy 
liked, but $66,500 only fair by house 
standards. 

Rialto—“Raffles” (UA) (2,000; 40- 
65-85-$1) (4th week). Only $4,000 
off from second week for third week 
of $35,000. This is superlatively 
good and the best showing of any 
film at the Rialto since last winter. 

Rivoli—“Eyes of the World” (UA) 
(2,200; 40-65-85-$1). Re-make on 
eld Harold Bell Wright grosser did 


House” 


Century, Balto., Minus 
Stage Show and Band; 
$26,000 for Last Wk. 


Baltimore, Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop, 850,000 
Weather: Cooler 
For the first time in years, per- 
haps in its career, Century is run- 
ning minus stage show and orches- 


tra. The pop house is all-sound 
for the first time. Trailers and 
newspaper ads explain this as due 
to the “extreme length of the pic- 
ture” (Garbo in “Romance.”’) No 
announcement on future policy. 

Several readjustments and new 
buys in film product for the ap- 
proaching season. Keith’s, in addi- 
tion to Radio’s, will get 17 Para- 
mounts next season. This house will 
abandon the follow-up policy of pic- 
tures road-showed at the Audi- 
torium moving here. 

Auditorium, dark, may reopen 
with a road-show policy after all. 
It was announced to re-open with 
the grind. 

Palace, former wheel burlesque 
house, which wore out the switches 
turning the lights off and on the 
past few seasons, is rumored to be 
about to reopen as a combo house 
with a tab company filling the stage. + 
Reported angeled by John Jermon, 
burlesque man. Aug. 30 is the date. 

Busiess on the up at the Loew 
houses last week. It was neck and 
neck between the Century and the 
Stanley. Former had “Way Out 
West” on screen, and Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians on stage and 
mopped. Latter had “Blushing 
Brides” and the b. o. staff had little 
time out. “Let Us Be Gay” day- 
and-dated at Valencia and Parkway, 
okay at both stands. “All Quiet” 
held over at Keith’s and justified. 
Uptown Metropolitan had a costume 
cinema, “Sweet Kitty LBellaires,” 
just so-so. “Wild Company” at the 
New felt the stiff competition. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew) (3,200; 25-60), 
“Way Out West.” Best week since 
last winter. Screen okay but War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians, established 
local favs, the big draw; house or- 
chestra not used. Great notices and 
business; $26,000, big. 


Stanley (Loew) (3,600; 25-60), 
— Brides.” Big week; $25,- 
0. 


Valencia (Loew) (1,200: 25-35), 
“Let Us Be Gay.” Film day-and- 
dated here and Parkway for 2d run. 


Justified. Large and stady. Way 
up at $4,200. 
Parkway (Loew) (1,000; 25-35), 


“Let Us Be Gay.” Same story here. 
Biggest of summer for this house; 
$4,900. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) 
25-50), “Western Front,” 2d week. 
Continued satisfactory. Surprised 
by consistent draw; $9,000. 


New (Mechanic) (1,500; 25-50), 
“Wild Company.” Hurt by heavy 
opposition, not strong enough to 
overcome; $6,500. 

Metropolitan (Warner - Equity) 
(25-50), “Sweet Kitty Bellairs.” Cos- 
tume picture. Beauty appealed but 
type not widely popular with audi- 
ences. Off at $3,000. 


(2,500; 


not get over strongly on Thursday 
debut; final gross for “Manslaugh- 
ter” was $26,100, representing a 
steadying from the previous week 
when the thermometer was still up- 
stairs, 

Roxy—“‘Common Clay” (Fox) (6,- 
205; 50-75-$1.50) (83d week). $120,- 
000 for second week after first week 
of $108,000. Melodrama has stirred 
up beaucoup comment and .won 3d 
week. Largely a surprise all around 
as originally figured for but one 
week and out. Tiffany’s “Journey’s 
End” follows. August is the Roxy’s 
prize month. Last year “Cockeyed 
World” broke world’s record there 
with $164,000 in one week. In pre- 
vious years “What Price Glory” 
and “Seventh Heaven,” all Fox, had 
startled the town with their draw- 
ing power in the heat. 

Strand—‘“Bride of the Regiment” 
(FN) (2,900; 35-50-75). Around 
$5,000-$6,000 better than last several 
weeks at Strand, or $23,300; previ- 
ously two-dollared at Hollywood. 
Adjectives don’t start for the Strand 
under $30,000. 

Warners — “Old English” (WB) 
(1,400; $1-$2). Third of George 
Arliss series, tomorrow night (21). 

Winter Garden — “Dawn Patrol’ 
(FN) (1,416; 35-85-$1) (6th week). 
Has been, and continues, mop-up; 
last week climbed back over. $30,000 
by margin of $500. 


SEASON’S HIGHLIGHT 


There are many occasions of 
magnificence, of importance in the 
social whirl of Newport, but every 
season there’s an outstanding event 
—the Highlight of the Season, 

This year, tonight, it is the 
Goelet Ball for which MEYER 
DAVIS will persgnally direct his 
large and imposing array of mu- 
sicians, 


PHILA LEAPS UP AT 
PEAK OF VACATIONS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 


Sharp drop in temperature spelled 
a corresponding jump in Philly’s 
grosses last week, despite this is 
the peak of the vacation period. 


Half of the city appears to be either 
commuting to Jersey shore resorts 
or living there. 

Best of the week’s excellent busi- 
ness was that turned in by the Fox 
for “Common Clay.” First week 
saw $35,000, 10 grand better than 
previous week. 

Mastbaum got $40,000, a little 
under average weekly summer gait. 
Will Osborne’s radio band was re- 
sponsible for most of it, too, as 
“Bright Lights” sized up as some- 
thing of a weak sister. Manage- 
ment expected even greater things 
of Osborne’s name, billing up as 
“original king of crooners.” Week’s 
total marked drop of $5,000. 

“Raffles” did right smartly at the 
Boyd at $22,000 in first full week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
“Bright Lights’ (FN). No more 
than average. Will Osborne’s radio 
band on stage bill helped. $40,000 
under normal summer weekly figure. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—“Common Clay” 
(Fox). Biggest trade since last 
winter. $35,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘“Recaptured 
Love” (WB). Under recent pace, 
but satisfactory at $4,000. 

Earle (2,000; 35-65)—“Man From 
Wyoming” (Par). Up $1,500 to $19,- 
000. Good for hot weather. Usual 
stage bill. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“Raffles” 
(UA). In first full week got $22,000, 
excellent. Goes out this Thursday 
with a lot of folks wondering why. 
“Big Boy” to follow. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—“West- 
ern Front” (VU). Opened last 
Wednesday and got $12,500 or bet- 
ter in first three days. “Holiday” 
slumped at end of run. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-65)—“The Big 
House” (M-G-M). Amazed by 
jumping $4,000 to hit $14,000 in 4th 
week, Held in. 


OUTDOOR OPERA’S TOP 
WK. DIDN’T HURT ST. L. 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

(Drawing Population, 1,025,000) 

Weather: Cool 

Screen versions of two successful 
plays, “Let Us Be Gay” and “Little 
Accident,” pulled for the Fox and 
St. Louis, 

Apparently no harm was done to 
film houses by the lavish produc- 
tion of “Show Boat,” which opened 
last week at the Municipal theatre 
in Forest Park, despite the fact 
that the Municipal theatre was 
packed every night. The play, 
breaking all Muny Opera precedent, 
is now in its 2d week, and will wind 
up the 1930 season in a blaze of 
glory. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) 
—‘Dawn Patrol’ (FN). Unusual. 
Stage show; $27,600. 

Fox (6,000; 25-50)—“Let Us Be 
Gay” (M-G-M). Stage show. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 20-25-40)— 
“Man Trouble” (Fox). Shorts; 


$12,000. 
(3,800; 35-60-65-75)-— 


Missouri 
“Three Faces East’ (WB). Stage 
35-65)—"“Little 


show; $14,100. 
Screen version well 


St. Louis (4,280; 
Accident” (U), 


Better Weather and Good Grosses _| P. 
Give Hope to Houses in Mina} 


English Made Comedy 
Picture in Montreal 
At $16,000, Big, and H.0. 


Montreal, Aug. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: Fine 

Back to pre-summer grosses for 
main stems last week looks like 
start of better times. Big grosses 
on two releases, one with John Mc- 
Cormack and the other with a Brit- 
ish picture without names, selling 
on merit alone. 

Palace led the parade with $17,000 
on “Song o’ My Heart” which 
brought back the femmes. Best 
house has done since May. 

Princess ran a good second on 
low admish with $16,000 on “One 
Embarrassing Night,” British hu- 
morous picture with good acting 
and lively farce setting. Crowds 
started coming opening night and 
lined up for every evening, despite 
counter-attractions. Held over. 

Capitol tried out experiment of 
all-French talker, “Trou dans le 
Mur” (“Hole in the Wall’) and 
flopped. Only main stem making 
effort to get French-speaking fans 
lined up permanently and will like- 
ly be its last. 

Loew's benefited by out-of-ordi- 
nary vaude bill and good picture 
to get $14,000. 

Neighborhoods improved. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—"“Song 
o’ My Heart” (Fox). McCormack 
packed them. Brought back good 
old days with $17,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Trou Dans Le Mur” (Par). Flop 
at $10,000. Plenty of French-speak- 
ing fans but wouldn’t come. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65)— 


“Prince of Diamonds” (Col). Good 
vaude; $14,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55)— 
“One Embarrassing Night” (M-G- 


M). British mage film panicked 
town, boosting gross to near-record 
at $16,000 and held 2d week. 


Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 
“Around the Corner’ (U). Better 
at $8,500. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50)—‘‘ The 


Fakir” (Col). Fairly good at $2,000. 


‘DAWN PATROL’ LOSES 
OUT WITH ‘ALL QUIET’ 


Louisville, Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop., 500,000) 
Weather, Hot 

Grosses here held up fairly well 
in spite of intense heat, competition 
from outdoors and the six monthg’ 
drought. “Western Front” and 
“Dawn Patrol” played here concur- 
rently. “Patrol” was a poor sec- 
ond. Nothing but rave notices for 
“Front.” 

Estimates for Last Week 


Alamo (4th Ave. (1,100; 40) “Mat- 


rimonial Bed” (WB).—Frank Fay 
looped-the-loop with this risque 
farce. Drew well. $4,200. 


Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
30-50) “For Defense” (Par.)—An- 
other Bill Powell film. $3,300. 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
“He Knew Women” (Radio) first 
half; “Midnight Mystery” last half— 
Worst Betty Compson has done in 
years. $3,800 for both. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50) 
“Dawn Patrol’ (Par)—Might have 
stood out but for misfortune of 
opening day and date with “All 
Quiet.” By comparison suffered. 
$4,600, better than for some weeks. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50) “Way 
Out West” (MG)—Nothing to rec- 
ommend this one unless one enjoys 
watching Leila Hyams. Otherwise 
no high spots, not even Haines. 
Polly Moran completely wasted. 
$11,500. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 35-50) 
“Western Front” (U)—A _ honey! 
Held over. Many walkouts during 
feature, due to gruesome realities, 
but everyone enthusiastic. $9,500, 
best in a long time. 


Tacoma Grosses 


Tacoma, Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop., 125,000) 
Weather—Hot 

More of real summer. 

shows rated high last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

R-K-O Pantages (R-K-O) (1,500; 
25-35-50)—“Dixiana” (Rad). Liked. 
Good; $4,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50) — “Matrimonial Bed” (WB); 
$2,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)— 
“Way Out West” (Metro). Pretty 
good; $2,400. 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25)—‘“Love 


Fair for 


bliked. Vaude 


Among Millionaires” (Par); $1,600. 


“Journey’s End” (Tiff). Second 


Minneapolis, Aug, 19, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 

Depression’s backbone maybe 

broken. Business, like the weather | 

seems to be getting better. : 
Hottest box-office number 


“Romance” at the Minnesota. About Ww 
$30,000. R-K-O Orpheum had 
of its best weeks in several months weal 
at $13,500. 
Despite mixed comments, “Song K 
o’ My Heart” at the Century ang » 
“Anybody’s War” at the State hag 08 
fair trade, 
All in all, a very nice week, P $21,9 
Estimates for Last Week turn 
Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75). 
“Romance” (M-G-M), Publix unit prev! 
stage show, “Dude Ranch.” Gretg 100 
Garbo now top-notch draw here § start 
Matinee trade especially big. $28,004, ease 
Very big. : hous 
Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)—§ yp in 
“Song o’ My Heart” (Fox). John§ anott 
McCormack film drew mixed com.— “Que 
ment. Did better than expecteds§ ing : 
$11,799. Fair. week: 
State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—‘Anye§ film s 
body’s War” (Par). Picture reeB recov 


garded as under par. Kiddies liked The 
it. $10,600. Okeh. 

R-K-O Orpheum €2,890; 50) 
“Hell’s Island” (Col). Vaude. Co. 
lumbia picture made hit. Tie-upg 
and added features stimulating box. 
office and helping to put house back 
on its feet; $13,500. Good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—“Czar 
of Broadway” (U). Good booking, 
About $6,300. One of best of ree 
cent weeks. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—"Sunny 
Skies” (Tiff). Pleased and satis. 
factory; $2,500. 
Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—Bor- 
der Legion” (Par), ist half; “Sd 
This Is London” (Fox), 2d half. 2d 
loop runs. $3,000. Good. 


PAR, B’KLYN, AT $57,900 
SWAMPS FOX’S $19,000) 


Brooklyn, Aug. 19. 
After the topsy-turvy situation of 
the week béfore, downtown Brooks 
lyn was back to status quo last 
week. Paramount reasserted it# 
leadership with an emphatic $57,900, 
leaving its competitors far behind 
in the cloud of gold. 
“Manslaughter” accomplished the 
classy gross for the Paramount 
Publix parlor hasn’t played host te 
such mobs in three months. 
“Cheer Up and Smile” at the Fox 
but business was contrary-minded 
and afforded slight provocation fot 
mirth. Gross was off several G's 
from the previous week, when the 
Fox got within coat-tail grabbing 
distance of the Paramount. E 
Abatement of heat was reflected 
generally in strong business. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Metropolitan—“Unholy 3” (Metro) 
(3,557; 40-50-75). Loew’s vaudfilm 
rendezvous stepped forward with 8% 
the weather break to pick up a nifty§ 56; 
$24,300. | 
Albee—“Straight Shooting” (Ra-} 
dio) (3,248; 35-60-75). Richard Disg Week, 
and R-K-O vaude got $18,500. This} 
is $4,000-$5,000 above recent aver 
age here and eminently satisfactory 
Fox—“Cheer Up and Smile” (Fox) 
(4,000; 25-50). Marquee and fron 
of house Neonized as concentration 
campaign continues; heroic efforts 
to overtake solidly entrenched Paras 
mount couldn’t make any headway 
against last week’s set-up at this 
house cut scale; $19,000. 
Paramount—“Manslaughter” (Par) 
(4,000; 35-50-75). Higher and reg* 
ular scale of course figures in totals 
here, but $57,900 walloping busines# 
for Brooklyn. 


NEWARK’S HIGH MONEY) 
FILMS—$23,200 TOPPED) 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Respectable summer weath 
brought them in again. iy 
Neighborhoods picked up 

Estimates for Last Week 
Branford (WB) (2,350; 25-50-69) 
“Top Speed,” (WB) stage she 
Profitable again, due 
weather and partly to Bernice Cl@ 

in person; $23,200. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50 


best biz for weeks; $6,700. 
Loew’s State (2,800; 
“Sins of 
$15,500. Very good. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 25-50-6 
“Holiday” (Pathe). Fine picture, 
served better, but above ave 
here; $16,900. — 
R-K-O Proctor’s (2,650; 25-90- 
“Lawful Larceny” (Radio). 


Good jump; $15,000. 
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ig. 19, 

aybe 4 Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Weather—Perfect 

er was what a week! Just a bunch of 


- About # gelight all around the loop, with 


12d one weaker spots submerged in the gen- 
months b. o. gala. 

tstanding success goes to the 
“Song p-K-O Palace for a new high under 
ry and new vaudfilm policy with 


its 
at grumpy.” Standout business right 
the week and finished to 
K. $21,900. Picture a Publix-B. & K. 
k turn-down. It is now at the R-K-O 
2 state-Lake for holdover. 


75)~4 . chicago spurted $13,000 beyond 
week. to hit excellent $51,- 

Greta} 190 with “Manslaughter.” Week 
w here, at a tremendous pace, but 
$28,006, § eased off towards the close. Rival 


house across the street, State-Lake, 
; 75)—§ up in the money again and also with 


. her Publix-B. & K. turndown, 
cual High,” with the house tak- 
pected! — ing a sweet $17,000. After some 
weeks of wobbly trade, this vaud- 
—“Anye— film spot seems to be on the way to 
u very. 
Oriental, while doing busi- 
ness, was far under expectations at 
$39,900, with Helen Kane on the 
ie. stage. Boop-a-doop gal’s high sal- 
Tie-upgs— ary ate up what little additional she 
ng box«f might have brought in. Boys around 
ise back can't understand why this gal 
should be brought in two years after 
—“Czar the fad had started. Especially 
pooking,p after the Oriental had played Claire 
- of reef Bart; winner of the New York Helen 
Kane contest, only two weeks be- 
fore, 
4 satis.§ . “Holiday,” after a smash start at 


the United Artists, slowed down 
_—"Boref and finished its first week to $24,000. 
‘if: “Sg— Considering the sweet notices and 
salt. the early word-to-mouth adver- 
: tising, drop was une&plainable, ex- 
cept of course, the lack of pash 
appeal for the flaps. 


Mid-Week Change 
le Accident” moved into the 

Woods in mid-week and set off at 
g 000 2 ah pace, due primarily to the 
—_ “adults only” order from the cen- 
sors. It was this, as much as any- 
thing, that hurt the closing days of 
the week for the United Artists 
across the street. “Rain or Shine” 
lammed in mid-week at the Woods 
- dropping sharply in its 2d 
wee 


The two other run houses are 
Closing successful pictures and will 
switch flickers this week. “Common 
shed the® Clay,” winner with the femme trade, 
‘amounhs closed its 3d week at the Roose- 
_ host 8 yelt to remarkable business at $24,- 
. 800. This figure a tremendous high 
the a pace. At the McVicker’s, “Dawn 
-minde@§ Patrol” fell off in its 24 week and 
ition: TORR set to leave tomorrow (20). Press 
eral G89 boys did everything to entice the 
women in, but failed. 


abbing 
ass Estimates for Last Week 


refiectell Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
s. 50-75 - 85)—““Manslaughter” (Par). 
eek Stage show. Jumped into the loop 
(Metro) § lead with $51,100. House doing con- 
vaudfilm § Sistently of late. 
; MeVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 

p a nifty™ 50-75 -85)—“Dawn Patrol” 

(FN). Run flicker dropped $11,000 
§ from previous week to $22,900 for 24 
nard Digg Week, Femmes were having too 
00. This§ Much fun at other loop houses last 
nt avere§ Week, “Animal Crackers” (Par) re- 
sfactory.§ Places tomorrow (20). 
le” (Fox) Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)— 
nd front iid Company” (Fox). Not bad at 
entration $3,800. 2d loop run. House closed, 
ic efforts leon Aug. 25 with “So This Is 
,ed Para-§ ““ndon” (Fox). 
headway riental (Publix-B. & K) (3,200; 
at this§ of All Men” (FN). 
oe show. Helen Kane on stage. 
er” (Par) ring disappointing at $39,900. The 
and reg? ed Who hired the gal expected a 
in totaly . grand. Now everybody seems to 
business reg that maybe it wasn’t so wise 
th ring the warbler after most of 
in her died down. At 
Me 0, the gal’s salary ate up the 
AONE) additional intake. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50)— 
“ong of Flame” (FN). First run, 


OPP ED rnc’ up nicely to $5,200. 


lace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85) 


(Par), Vaude. New 
a oa for new policy at $21,900. Hold- 
Lug. th Sall week. Picture holds over at 
) 
jeosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 
Clay” (Fox). 
we ontinued at x 
with the a remarkably even pace, 
, sharply etti € dames in the vast majority. 
ale tad te flaps also because of the 
ee course, ruling. 3d week 
25-50-69) uldn’t be sweeter at $24,800. 
ge mte-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700; 50- 
yartly Queen High” (Par). Vaude. 
ice Cla Trg boust for this house at neat 
0. House getting into excel- 
25-35- A ier Stride for fall season. 
(Pathe). 
35-50-6 setting off to fast start, 
Vau Week to ease off, but finished first 
to nice $24,000. House gets 
25-50- Ww $ Angels” (UA) for Aug. 25. 
cture, (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75-85) 
ave ong Accident” (U). Came in 
d-week with “adults. only” 
25-5 m8, which sent it off to big $10,- 
). Wau °r four days. “Rain or Shine” 


°l) called it a run after 10 days. 


Pop Record for Palace 


$92,000 Is New Summer 
Record Gross of All 
Downtowns, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 19. 
(Draw pop., 700,000) 
Weather, Warm 

An all-time. summer record gross 
for the seven downtown picture and 
vaudfilm houses last week. Albee 
was $800 under previous week, 
when that theatre registered its 
second high of 1930. Takings of the 
Palace, Lyric and Capitol leaped 
big. 


This showing is remarkable in} 


face of the business depression, hot 
weather, drought and the added 
opposition of the annual county 
fair and a 10-night dog racing meet 
in a suburb. 

Extra plugging for R-K-O month 
helped in the making of the new 
warm weather record. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75)— 
“Lawful Larceny”; vaude; $27,200. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50)— 
“Unholy Three”; $18,200. 

Lyric (R-K-O) (1,400; 30-50)— 
“Romance”; $17,900. 

Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 30-50)— 
“Let Us Be Gay”; $19,100. 

Strand (R-K-O) (1,350; 30-50)— 
“Runaway Bride”; $3,400. 

Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 30-50)— 
“Cuckoos”; $3,100. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50)— 
“Movietone Follies”; $3,200. 


$26,000 BUSTS RECORD 
AT LOEW'S, PROV. 


Providence, Aug. 19. 


(Draw Pop, 315,000) 
Weather: Favorable 


Cooling breezes sent grosses at 
most of the houses in this town sky 
high last week. 

Loew’s State grossed $26,000 with 
“Blushing Brides.” Twice as much 
as nearest competitor. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)—“Our 
Blushing Brides” (M-G-M). Excel- 
lent support bill. Matinees excep- 
tionally good; $26,000 reported; beat 
house record. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘“For 
the Defense” (Par). Brisk all week. 
$13,000; excellent, 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50)— 
“Holiday” (Pathe). Class trade went 
for this one. $11,500; good, but 
could have been better. 

Majestic (2,200; 15-50) — “Bright 
Lights” (FN). Entertaining. $11,- 
000. Slightly over average. 

R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Beau Bandit” (Radio). Didn't at- 
tract; $7,000; slightly higher but 
still low. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—“Big Fight” 
tract. $7,000; slightly higher, but 
(Fox). Vaude. $6,500; quiet. 


STAGE SHOWS DID 
BEST BIZ IN TOPEKA 


Topeka, Aug. 19. 
(Draw. Pop., 85, 

Stage shows got the business last 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grand (1,400; 50) (Fox)—Hit bot- 
tom with “King of Jazz.” Low rec- 
ord for Grand $3,000. That's what 
“Jazz” got. 

Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox)-—An- 
niversary of fourth year. Stage 
shows both halves bolstered weak 
pictures. “Golden Calf” first half, 
nearly $3,500, and “In Gay Madrid,” 
last half, with boys’ harmonica 
band, $3,000—total $6,500. 

Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox)—“Song 
of Flame” praised by critics but 
panned by public. Flop for Topeka, 
$900, two centuries above low rec- 
ord. 

Pavilion (1,200; 


25) (Waddell)— 
Stock company playing “Mary's 
Other Husband” got capacity or 
turnaway all week except Saturday 
night, rain. $1,400. 


Finished weak, taking about $3,200 
for the last three days. B 
Garrick (Shubert) (1,200; 50-75)— 
“What Men Want” (U). Shuberts 
brought this picture in on the 
strength of its “adults only” ruling 
and tried to sell it on a sex thriller 
angle. House has about been 
ruined for a decent legit stand by 
continuous practice of playing out- 
and-out “men only” stuff. 
Flicker current died in spite of all 
efforts. One week and out; under 


$4,500. 


_ Non-Crying Record 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Los Angeles has an entry 
.for the non-crying theatre rec- 
ord of the summer of 1930. 
It’s the Criterion, a Fox West 
Coast downtown’ grind-run 
house. 

Going back to May 14, and 
taking the 13 intervening 
weeks up to the present time, 
the Criterion shows a round 
figure gross over that stretch 
of $242,000 on four pictures. 
This boils down to a weekly 
average of $18,600 during a pe- 
riod when show business in 
general was hollering murder. 

If there’s any argument on 
this being a record for the 
current summer,. disputants 
must have a capacity short of 
1,600 and a box office scale of 
25-35-50-75. 

The pictures responsible for 
this isolated case of a summer 
of plenty are as follows: 

“Divorcee” ........$103,000 

(6 weeks) 

“Bis 

(4 weeks) 
(9 days; moved 

over from State) 

“Our Blushing 

Brides” eevee 
(2 weeks and 
still running) 


80,000 
14,000 


45,000 


Total 
As pictures play this house 
on a 65-35 basis you can fig- 
ure about what that $242,000 
means to M-G-M. 


“DIXIANA” LEADS PTLD. 


Forest Fires Among the Town's 
Distractions 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 19. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
The b. o. week in cameo. Sultry 
weather. Beaches pulling for the 
big back shows. Forest fire smoke 
over the sky. Gas pumps hot from 
filling ’em up. 
Penny ante golf is fizzling. 
No complaints from other houses, 
although mostly program films. 
Amusement parks getting big 
play. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“On Your Back” (Fox), Did fair. 
Good stage show; $12,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (25-50)— 
“Manslaughter” (Par). Exploitation 
put over this film better than ex- 
pected. Stage show; $11,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-35- 
60)—“Dixiana” (Radio). Holding 
over. Vaude; $13,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (25- 
60)—“Let Us Be Gay” (MGM). 
Registered well, holding over; $11,- 
900. 

Rialto (Publix) (25-50)—“Silent 
Enemy.” Fairly; $5,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Three Faces East”; $5,900, 
fair, 


COOLER IN IND. SHOOTS 
GROSS UP; ‘SAP’ $24,100 


Indianapolis, Aug. 19. 
(Draw. Pop., 450,000) 
Weather, Cooler 


Greater show area campaigning 
of Skouras-Publix houses last week 
showed marked difference in gross- 
es, putting over the Indiana and 
Circle in what otherwise might 
have been fair week. Cooler weather 
last three days boosted interest. 

First time in several weeks the 


Circle clicked off $16,000° with 
“Dawn Patrol” and held over. 
Aerial parade started off week. 


“Sap From Syracuse” did satisfac- 
tory at the Indiana, jumping $3,500 
over previous week, considering 
that “Let’s Go Native” was jerked 
on Wednesday before a Friday 
opening. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Indiana—(Publix) (3,300; 35-50- 
65). “Sap From Syracuse” (Par). 
Stage band. Did splendid at $24,- 
100. 

Circle—(Publix) (2,600; 25-40-50). 
“Dawn Patrol” (FN). Big surprise 
and drew $16,000, considered big 
biz for Circle in view of recent 
flops. Held over. 

Palace—(Loew’s) (2,800; 25-35- 
50). “Blushing Brides” (M-G-M). 
Pleased flappers. $15,900. 

Apollo—(4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35- 
50). “Good Intentions” (Fox). Jump 
of $500. Bringing in $4,900. 

Ohio—( Publix) (1,400; 25-35). 
“Byrd at Pole” (Par). Continued to 
pull at second run house; $2,800. 

Lyric—(4th Ave.) (2,000; 25-35- 
50). “Not Damaged” (Fox) with 
Brown county revelers of WKBF, 
local fame, good at $10,200. Band 
put over the show. 


Vaude Headliner's Act Seen in K. e 
Week Before as Talking Short 


2 War Films Ran Even 
In Birmingham, with 
$9,000 and $10,000 


Birmingham, Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop., 350,000) 
Weather—Cool, Rain 


First break theatres have had in 
many moons last week. Plenty of 
good weather with pictures. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Strand (Publix) (1,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘‘Western Front” (U). Up to $10,- 
000. Too small. Publix should have 
put this in bigger Alabama, 


Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60)—“Way Out West” (M-G-M). 
Biggest flop of year for house. Too 
much competish. $7,000, poor. 

Ritz (R-K-O) (2,100; 25-35-60)— 
“Little Accident” (U). Picture go- 
getter with good vaude making 
things o. k. $11,000, good. 

Empire (Wise) (1,100; 25-35-50)— 
“Dawn Patrol” (FN). Gave “Front” 
plenty of trouble and grossed al- 
most as much. Good week and 
plenty of profit. $9,000, good. H. o. 

Trianon (R-K-O) (600; 25-35-50) 
—“‘His First Command” (Pathe). 
William Boyd no draw and too 
many soldier pictures in town. Up 
to $3,500. Poor. 


SEATTLE DIVIDES OVER 
$72,000 IN HEAT 


Seattle, Aug. 19, 
(Draw Pop., 450,000) 
Weather—Hot 

Greta Garbo doing her talk in 
“Romance” didn’t prove as hot as 
the weather. Seattle has a very even 
temperature—sometimes. When it 
gets 90 in the shade, fulks think it is 
hot. It is. 

The town was filled with big pic- 
tures the past week. “Dixiana” got 
top ranking at the Orpheum. Bill- 
ing heavy for the comedy pair in 
it, with a line for Bebe Daniels, 
too. 

Blue Mouse had plenty of ballyhoo 
for “Oh, Sailor, Behave” (Olsen and 
Johnson). It packed deep laughs. 
Liberty good with “The Gamblers.” 
Coliseum had “Caught Short” for 2d 
week. Fox went along with “Sins 
of Children,” title that helped, and 
will try the new stunt next week 
with “Romance” moved over from 
first week run at Fifth Avenue. 
Trying out the idea, Admission 
same at each house. 

Paramount had latgh in “Sap 
From Syracese.” Metropolitan up a 
little with “One Romantic Night.” 
Good biz. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Sap From Syracuse” (Par). Dandy 
comedy stuff. Fair biz; $11,800. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Romance” (Metro). Biz not quite 
up to expectations; $15,800. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—“Sins of 
Children” (Metro). Fair; $7,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75)—“‘Oh, Sailor, Behave” (WB). 
Good; $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75)—“Three Faces East” (WB). 
2d week. Fair; $4,000. 

Liberty (Inde) (2,000; 15-25-35)— 
“The Gamblers” (WB). Spending 
lots for advertising. Nut high here. 
Good biz; $7,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 
“Caught Short” (Metro). 
Good; $3,100. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 
—‘One Romantic Night” (UA). 
Lillian Gish has following; $4,800. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-50- 
60)—“Dixiana” (Rad), Big cam- 


25-35)— 
2d week. 


paign. Picture liked. New winter 
seale back. sig week. Vaud okay; 
$13,000. 


Small Town Golf House 


Attleboro, Mass., Aug. 19. 
A miniature golf course is being 
installed in the Columbia theatre 
here. 
First playhouse in Massachusetts 
utilized for the game. 


Gasnier Gets “Ladies’ Man” 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Louis Gasnier, Paramount direc- 
tor, has had his option taken up 
and will remain with that company 
another year. His next assignment 
is “Ladies’ Man,” a published novel 
by Rupert Hughes for which Par 
paid $75,000. 

Paul Lucas has been substituted 
for William Powell as lead, with 
this Lucas’ first opportunity as top 


man, 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

Newman and Loew's Midland gave 
‘em comedy and plenty of it last 
week. Mainstreet, with Billy Dove, 
always a money getter for the house, 
and another good stage show got 
the best of the breaks. 

Pantages, after a struggle with 
straight picture policy, opened with 
the F. & M. unit “‘Rose Garden Idea.” 
Things sure were different around 
the place. 

Leila Hyams was quite abundant 
during the week, being on three of 
the downtown screens; as an erring 
wife at the Mainstreet, a barber's 
daughter at the Pantages, and a 
ranch foreman at the Mainstreet. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-40)— 
“Way Out West” (M-G-M). Wil- 
liam Haines, hometown boy, and 
business not so good; $13,200. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
“Sweethearts and Wives.” Vaude. 
Lulu McConnell’s act dulled by the 
fact the same sketch as a short 
talker at the Newman a week or so 
ago; $19,200. 

Newman (1,890; 25-40-50-60)— 
“Sap From Syracuse” (Par). Mats, 
at 25c big, but nights not so heavy; 


$14,500. 
Royal (840; 25-40-60)—“Western 
Front” (U). 2d pop run, Held up 


and held over; $5,800. 

Pantages (2,200; 25-50)—“Sins of 
Children” (M-G-M). Stage show, 
first of new policy, “Rose Garden 
Idea,” although considerably cut 
since at opening of Pantages, Holly- 


wood, according to “Variety's” 
notice. Main criticism it lacks 
staging. Week opened and held 


strong, quite a contrast to past few 
weeks; $13,600. 


‘GRUMPY’ IN BOSTON 
SENDS MET UP $8,000 


Boston, Aug. 19, 
(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather: Coo! 


Situation looks more encouraging, 
due mainly to the cooler weather, 
which also slowed up miniature golf 
and the driving ranges, both of 
which seem to have passed their 
peak. 

Present week has opened up with 
continued cool weather and the best 
business since the start of the sum- 
mer’s slump. Only one legit house 
open is also helping along with al- 
most a complete collapse of outdoor 
ball park’s boxing shows. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Metropolitan (Publix) (4,380; 50- 
75)—“Grumpy” (Par). $34,000, up 
$8,000 from slump. 

State (4,000; 30-40-50)—"Way Out 
West” (Metro). $14,800. Low for 
William Haines, but oke for August, 

Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60)—‘“Lit- 
tle Accident” (FN). One of the few 
second-weekers that has held up. 
$13,800. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60)—“The 
Fall Guy” (R-K-O). $13,600, 


‘KITTY BELLAIRES’ NO 
DENVER PANIC, $6,000 


Denver, Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop, 400,000) 
Weother: Rain 
Rain and cool weather helped 
some. Denver packed ’em in on the 
opener but dropped later in week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-40-60- 
75). “The Fall Guy (Radio). House 
below seven for several weeks and 
$7,500 welcome. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65). 
“Sap from Syracuse” (Par). Jack 
Oakie in picture and return of Ted 
Mack as m.c.; boosted to $15,500. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75). “Sweet Kitty Bellaires” (WB). 
Picture wonderful piece of coloring 
but did not catch on. Down to 
$6,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-50). 
“Lummox” (UA). Average week, 
$4,000. 

Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-30- 
40). “Rough Romance” (Fox). Good 
western but folks wouldn't come; 
$3,000. 


‘Western Front’s’ Big Biz 
Upsets St. Paul Publix 


St. Paul, Aug. 19. 

Publix skipped a week and then 
set “Western Front" back for seven 
days into a first run house, the 
Riviera. 

Stunt, first time ever pulled here, 
due to tremendous business the pic- 
ture did in face of a heat wave at 
the ace Paramount. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 20, 1939 


Fox-Loew Atlanta Merger 


PICTURES 


— 


Holiday -Dawn, Cheer Leaders; 


Clay’ Big 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
(Draw Pop. 1,500,000) 
Weather; Fair and Warm 

Town will report no sensational 
figures this week, but crop houses 
which are poking their heads above 
water is increasing. 

“Greater Talkie Season” officially 
took off Friday. Dailies tossed a 
eouple of editorials in that direc- 
tion, and no doubting that business 
jumped. “Common Clay” will send 
the State over $27,000 this week, 
while “Dawn Patrol’s” bow at the 
Orpheum will show a summer top 
for the house of $23,000. That fig- 
ure includes 38 hour grind this site 
launched Saturday morning where- 
by it kept the boys in the booth 
until the final show Sunday night. 
Between one and 9:45 Sunday 
morning the box office too in about 

200. 
. Both Warner houses started off at 
a splendid clip in returning to 
straight pictures Friday, with 
“Moby Dick” at the Downtown and 
“Tep Speed” at the Hollywood. The 
houses were running neck and neck 
the first three days, the Downtown 


just short of $14,000. For that 
period, and the Hollywood, $14,- 
000 or slightly better. However, 


the Barrymore film is expected 
to stick three, possibly four 
weeks while there is only an out- 
side chance of the Joe Brown film 
staying three. 

“Romance” is pickin the Pan- 
tages up and will probably shade 
$20,000, while “For the Defense” in- 
dicates it will edge past the same 
amount at the Paramount. 
“Grumpy” got away to a woeful 
start at the United Artists, never re- 
covered and y.'ll only play one 
week. 

“Holiday” is surprising the wise 
mob by the business it’s doing at 
the Carthay for this type of film. 
First full Monday to Sunday here 
clocked around $17,500. And the 
second week hints at beating that 
with a special matinee at which 
Ann Harding will meet the town’s 
club women. 

“Hells Angels” now minus any 
stage show was down to $22,000 for 
its 12th week, while “Blushing 
Brides” should show a $15,000, 3d 
week and makes way for “All 
Quiet” Aug. 29. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—‘‘Women Every- 
where” (Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Neigh- 
borhood house exception to general 
improvement. Only pictures of ex- 
ceptional strength seem able to 
make impression here. Well into 
scarlet with skimpy $3,300. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘Holiday” 
(Pathe) (1,500; 75-$1.50) (24 week). 
Looks like six weeks; took very sat- 
isfactory inaugural, $17,500. Picture 
liked, ‘“Liliom” probable successor. 


Chinese (Fox) — “Hell's Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (12th wk). 
Continuing original stage show 
with exception of Mitchell and 
Durant; all acts taking a cut. Im- 
proved economics in $22,000. 

Criterion (Fox)—“Blushing Brides” 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (3d wk), 3d 
week around $15,000. Switching of 
“All Quiet” will postpone “Let Us Be 
Gay” until October. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox) — “Man from 
Wyoming” (Par) (1,800; 20-50). An- 
other house with dropsy; around 
$5,300 isn’t enough, but what house 
averaging lately. Scale reduced to 
four bits; formerly 65c. 

State (Loew-Fox)—“Common 
Clay” (Fox) (2,024; 25-$1. Trail 
blazer in Fox ace deluxer for 
“Greater Movie Season.” Looks bet- 
ter than $27,000. Flossy. 

Orpheum—“Dawn Patrol” (FN) 
(2,270; 50-75) (ist wk). Hung up 
summer record for house, $23,000. 
Sure for three and may stay four 
weeks. First week end got $9,000. 

Pantages (Fox) — “Romance” 
(Metro) (2,700; 20-40-65-90). Will 
top $20,000 after Garbo picture pre- 
viously played downtown at both 
State and Criterion. Big. 

Paramount (Publix)—‘For’ the 
Defense” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Wil- 
liam Powell opus doing nicely and 
about nip and tuck with “Romance,” 
around $20,000. 

R-K-O— “Night Work” (Pathe) 
(2,950; 30-65). Lucky if hitting five 
figures with ordinary film and 
vaude. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)— 
“Grumpy” (Par) (2,100; 25-$1) (1st 
week). Cyril Maude picture nose- 
dived here. Opening day lower than 
lowest day “Raffles” had in its 3d 
week. One week and out. 

Dewntown (WB) — “Moby Dick” 
CWB) (1,800; 50-75) (2d, final wk). 
Opéned Friday and just short of 
$14,000 first three days. Using big 
sereen for punch sequences. “The 
Bad Man” (FN) succeeding. 

Hollywood (WB)— “Top Speed” 
CWB) (2,756; 25-75) (2d, final wk). 
Got $14,000 in three-day start. Will 
defer in about three weeks to “Old 
English.” 


$27 000; Dick’ There 


Big Ballyhoo for New 
Season Worked Last 
Wk. for Frisco Highs 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

“Come On Downtown” was the 
selling slogan for the week. Spe- 
cial space splurges in dailies and 
more bulbs on the signs signalized 
“Greater Talkie Season.” 

Barnum principles seem to work 
as reflected in bettered grosses. 
That six or seven of the current 
films have been established around 
the country as money pictures 
might indicate they were merely 
receiving their customary rewards 
without the special “season” in it- 
self being the abracadabra of biz. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)—“Com- 
mon Clay” (Fox). Rapidly piling 
up probable $50,000. Very good. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90) 
—“"Blushing Brides” (Metro). Wal-, 
loping $30,000 opener expected. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- 
50-65-$1) —“Grumpy” (Par). If 
reaching $19,000, as predicted, okay 
for Cyril Maude. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘Manslaughter” (Par). 2d 
week pace almost even with first 
week, or nearly $19,000. Excellent. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-90)—“Journey’s End” (Tiff). 
Climbed; nice profit in $11,000, 2d 
week, 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“Rain or Shine” (Col). Joe 
Cook as name carries no signifi- 
cance locally. 2d week $8,000, dis- 
appointing but film held pretty well 
to pace with no sharp decline. 

Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 30- 
40-50-65)—“Czar of Broadway” 
(Col). R-K-O vyaudfilm spot on 
build right along. Spiffy $18,000. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—“Oh, Sailor Behave” (WB). 
Olsen and Johnson big favs here 
and heavily publicized, with $8,500 
resulting. About 15% above nor- 
mal for house, 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“All Quiet” (U). 3d week bettered 
$6,000 for second run. 


“COMMON CLAY” SMASH 
IN DETROIT, $50,000 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 


Cool weather over the week-end 
helped all over town. The Fox 
pulled the sensation of the week 
playing to around 125,000 admis- 
sions with wow dramatic picture, 
“Common Clay,” Standees all week 
in the tremendous Fox house seat- 
ing 5,100. 

Ann Pennington for the fourth 
name to appear personally at local 
picture houses also showed that 
names mean something locally. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Michigan—“The Sap From Syra- 
cuse” (Par) (4,045; 35-50-75}. Good 
break in the weather and general 
following this house has worked up 
for itself is the only thing that 
Saved this one from the red. Not 
so well liked with weak stage show. 
$34,400. 

Fox—“Common Clay” (Fox) (5,- 
100; 15-25-50). Playing to around 
125,000 people means a lot of ac- 
tivity. And the gross of $50,000 
could only be reached at this low 
gross by playing to that many peo- 
ple. Tremendous turnout well war- 
ranted holding over for a second 
week. Picture was well exploited 
with tag line being pushed all over 
town, “Does One Slip Make a Bad 
Woman?” 

Fisher—“ Shooting Straight” 
(Radio) (2,300; 35-40-65-75). Ann 
Pennington as _ special attraction. 
Good week at $28,900. 

United Artists—‘Raffles’” (UA) 
(3,000; 35-50-75-90). Matinee trade 
that gave this picture a break the 
first two weeks eased off the third 
week and picture was withdrawn 
after six days of third week. “Good 
News” rushed in day ahead of time. 


$10,000. 
Paramount—“ Manslaughter ” 
(Par) (3,000; 35-50-75). Picture 


well liked and attended. But will 
get only two week run. Due to lack 
of product was rushed in here when 
print on “Animal Crackers” failed 
to arrive; $17,900. 
State—“The Storm” (U) (2,300; 
35-50-75). Died here for one week. 
“Grumpy” followed; $9,100. 
Madison—“‘“Dawn Patrol” (WB) 
(1,750; 35-50-75). Brought here 
after three weeks at the Paramount 


picture did only fair for fourth 
week; $7,900. 


JOHN C, FLINN 


“ALL FOR MABEL,” directed by 
Harry Delmar, presented by E. B. 
Derr, produced by John C. Flinn, 
was selected by United Artists’ 
Theatre, Los Angeles, as laughing 
accompaniment with Ronald Col- 


man in “RAFFLES,” 
weeks’ engagement. “Much above 
the average in its sparkle’ was 
the Los Angeles “Times” praise of 
the comedy, which is one of a group 
saa is producing for Pathe re- 
ease, 


GOVT. QUERY ON ZONING 
CALLS PETTIJOHN WEST 


With Los Angeles zoning regula- 
tions coming up under government 
fire Monday (18), Charlie Pettijohn, 
Hays’ chief zone specialist and at- 
torney, left New York suddenly 
Saturday night for the Coast. Petti- 


john left with the intention of fly- 


ing from Chicago on. 

Pettijohn’s quick trip was at the 
special request of several company 
members, including Paramount, who 
felt that his appearance on the 
opening day of the hearings was 
important to their interest. 


The zoning matter on the Coast, 
it was emphasized by the Hays of- 
fice in New York, is the old situ- 
ation which has been hanging for 
the past three years. The new sys- 
tem, introduced and put into effect 
about six months ago, is working 
without a hitch, they claim. 

The protection and play-date 
formula which the Hays office has 
been compaigning for national ef- 
fectiveness, using Los Angeles as a 
“classic example” of its success, is 
finding rough sailing in many parts 
of the country. It is being most 
hotly contested in Texas, Chicago 
and New Jersey. 


for a three}, 


Quieting Down 


Warner Bros. have a new 
mythological Titan fade-in in- 
troductory shot for their Vita- 
phone Varieties. Formerly they 
used the trumpeting girls. Now 
the Titan, who conjures the 
boiling cauldron, reminés of 
one of Hy Daab’s Radio Titans. 

No sound goes with the new 
introductory trade-mark as 
was the case of the tooting 
trumpeteeresses, Similarly the 
Pathe rooster has been stilled 
in its crowing and the Metro 
lion no longer gives out that 
effective roar in the trade- 
marked M-G-M introductions. 


WASHINGTON STEADY 
“Hell’s Island,” $22,000; “Dawn Pa- 
trol,” $17,500 


Washington, Aug. 19, 
(Drawing Pop, 500,000) 
Weather: Hot to cool 


Palace went and did it again with 
“Sins of the Children,” even topping 
previous week, when house had 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians as added 
attraction. 

Also another one. Barthelmess in 
“Dawn Patrol” got almost as much 
for the Earle as Eddie Cantor did in 
person the previous week. 

Others doing just about summer 
business, 

Negotiations with musicians’ 
union has Fox and Palace, both with 
stage presentations, set to go sound 
on Aug. 29. Managers will not agree 
to minimum number of men per 
house of previous contracts with 
union, and musicians won't work out 
a wage scale without that phase. 
Both seem very much determined. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew) — “Let Us Be 


Gay” (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Got 
about $14,500. 

Earle (Warner) — “Dawn Patrol” 
(FN) (2,244; 35-50). Big for this 


house at $17,500. 
Fox — “Hell’s Island” (Columbia), 
stage show (3,434; 35-50). Got about 
four grand over previous week; $22,- 
000. Opened this week very big with 
“Common Clay.” 

Met (Warner)—‘“For the Defense” 
(Par) (1,585; 35-50). William Powell 
in usual role did better than on pre- 
vious picture; this time maybe 
$11,000. 

Palace (Loew)—“Sins of the Chil- 
dren” (Metro), stage show (2,363; 
35-50). Beat previous week with 
added Warings; $25,200. 

R-K-O—“Rain or Shine” (Col) 
(1,878; 35-50). Second week to 
about $5,500. 


Foxs Theatre, First Indoor Golfie, 
Has WB and R-K-0 Also Interested 


Warner Bros. and R-K-O are 
playing around with the midget golf 
idea. Nothing definite yet on either 
end. R-K-O had been considering 
leasing its Columbia, Far Rocka- 
way, for that purpose but the deal 
hasn’t gone through. 

Instead, the house has effected a 
tie-up with a nearby miniature tee 
clump to permit ace shooters in free 
to the theatre. Golf customer who 
makes a hole in one sees a free pic- 
ture. 

WB has been toying with midget 
golf for some time but can’t make 
up its mind. 

Fox Theatres, which started the 
neighb country club plan rolling, 
has opened its first indoor course at 
the Kew Gardens theatre, Kew Gar- 
dens, L. L 

The rub in theatre golf is that 
only stadium type houses can be 
utilized for indoor courses. Out- 
door courses are out because of 
weather, since theatres run all the 
year round. 

Fox’s course at the Kew Gardens, 
a sample for other houses, cost $17,- 
000, probably the first de luxe course 
of its type. No other indoor or out- 
door midget course has cost as 
much, 

It’s built on a 5,200 square foot 
plot, which is the area of what was 
formerly the orchestra of the Kew 
Gardens theatre. Ceiling of the 
house has been canvassed and deco- 
rated with a sky picture for atmos- 
phere. Side walls are done simi- 


larly and a spectators’ gallery holds 


350 seats. Fifteen reflector lights 
of 300 watts each spot the course. 
The marquee in front of the house 
has been done over to resemble the 
corniced roof of a country club with 
adorning pennants and banners. 


Tables 


As added inducement a veranda 
has been. built around the course 
with room for 32 tables for custom- 
ers’ refreshments, which is an out- 
side concession. 

Two ping-pong tables are in the 
lobby and about everything else for 
country club atmosphere, including 
a couple of radio sets, wicker and 
reed furniture, lawn umbrellas and 
drinking water are included. 

Course has real water hazards, 
bunkers and traps, unusual for in- 
doors, 

The house draws on a population 
living in and around Jamaica and 
Forest Hills, with two competing 
theatres nearby, one of which is a 
Fox house, the Forest Hills. Other 
is the R-K-O Richmond Hill. 

The course is runing at cut rates 
(25 and 35 cents), has a Harvard 
grad as manager, while a former 
Brown University golfer is the first 
midget golf pro. 


Pathe’s Orig. ‘Harbor’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Max Marcin’s original, “Romance 
Harbor,” has been bought by Pathe 


for Ann Harding. 
It goes into production in Sept. 


Fox and Loew's have mergeg 
Atlanta. 

Deal goes four ways and includes 
R-K-O, Universal, Loew’s ana For, 
But real essence is the Fox and 
Loew part. 

By terms as agreed upon, Foy 
and Loew become joint partners jy 
the Fox and Loew houses in At. 


lanta. These are the Fox and 
Loew’s Grand. Fox and Loew 

to operate each jointly but will re. 
tain the existing mastheads. Mean. 
ing that the Fox will continue to 
be known as the Fox and Loew's 
Grand will stick to its title, 
Loew and Fox will not only ru 
the two theatres equally but share 
profits and losses the same way, 

Deal was consummated after much 
dickering, mainly due to a sity. 
ation that was created before nego. 
tiations between Loew and Fox were 
actually begun. It involved Uni. 
versal, Loew and R-K-O. Latter 
sort of on the sideline. 

Universal and R-K-O jointly 
owned the Capitol until Universal 
sold its half interest to Loew's; 
not actually, but prelims had been 
signed. Thus when Fox and Loew 
began overtures, Loew was stuck 
by its commitment on the Capitol 
This was settled when Universal 
agreed to let Loew out of the agree. 
ment and bought back the Loew in. 
terest. 

When that was settled, Loew 
and Fox were free to negotiate, 
and the Atlanta deal was fin- 
ished. This leaves R-K-O and Uni- 
versal joint owners of the Capitol, 
Loew and Fox jointly owning the 
Fox and the Grand while Para- 
mount, other chain in Atlanta, runs 
two houses, also, the Paramount 
and the Georgian. 

Product 


In the way of film product, Fox 
and Grand will have Fox and MGM 
Pictures; Capitol will have Univer- 
sal, Radio and Columbia films; 
Paramount and Georgian will have 
Warner and P-P pictures. 

Fox will continue with present 
combo set-up which takes in F, & 
M. show and _ films. Extension, 
however, beinz made in that the 
F. & M. show, when hitting here, 
now will have augmented line. In- 
stead of 12 girls it will be 24. Actual 
operations under this plan begin 
Aug. 23. 

What the Atlanta deal may mean 
concerns chiefly the execs, It is 
known that both Fox and Loew 
have been in negotiation for com- 
bining de luxe operations elsewhere 
The Atlanta deal may signify the 
beginning of the lawyers’ and banke 
ers’ maneuvers to bring the two 
companies together. That the two 
firms had been figuring on such 4 
move in the end is no secret. 


PUBLIX CUTS OFF $8,000 | 


Publix’s economy drive on theatré 
operation, including home office per- 
sonnel, is striking at those figured 
getting too high salaries for work 
performed, it is stated, Anyone 
who came into Publix at the heighth 
of prosperity in show business oF 
were moved up to higher numerals 
on the payroll are in the salary 
danger zone now. 

The check being made of every: § 
one in Publix, as reported last week, § 
is to determine whether the rae 


FROM OPERATING STAFF 


each does is commensurate with the 
salary paid. 

Where unnecessary jobs or posts § 
are found those will be done away § 
with without cheaper replacements & 
Some cases have been uncovered : 
where one man can do the work of 
two. It was thought the shear 
would be $20,000 a week off the pay 
roll, Recently it was stated, by 4 
Publix official, around $7,000 or $8° 
000 will be taken off. 


” 
Digging Up “Pauline 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Instead of remaking the last 
serials produced in 1927, Pathe has 
decided to dig back further ané 
give new treatment to “The Perils 
of Pauline’ and “Exploits # 
Elaine.” 
Both pictures were made in 191 
and were the most successful 0 
the early day serial production 
“Pauline” is the first scheduled fF 


work, starting early in Septembe § 
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SHRIMP GOLF MILLIONS 
HOT FOR FIELDS’ 


Put the Pan on Pessimism! Go out and 
trade blow for blow with miniature 
golf... Tee off with 


FIELDS 


The Golf Specialist! 
Timeliest short smash of the hour... 

Aimed flush at club-swinging millions. 
Produced by Lou Brock. | 
TITAN JUNIORS 


FEATURE SHORTS 


BILL “EM 
BIG AND 
WATCH 
“EM CLICK! 


8—Mickey M’Guires 


6—Louise Fazendas 


6—Dane and Arthurs 


6—B’way Headliners 


6—Nick and Toneys 


12—Tobey the Pups 


Radio Builds 12—Humanettes 
Show Values 


Into Each 
Short Feature LLG 


1939 
Wednesday, August 
> 
2s in At. 
Fox and 
Loew are 
t will re. 
is. Mean. 3 ; 
ntinue to 
d Loew's 
its title, 
only run 
but share 
@ way, pe 
i 
? 4 
3 
} 


VARIETY 


— 


Radio Show Machine 


Wins First-Line Trenches 
and Moves on to Victory 
in Battle of Contracts | 


aa; Now Raging on All Exhi- § 


| | bition Fronts ... Booking : 


Ty Records Crash... Sales 
Figures Before the 
ad New Titan Attractions 
q Headed by the Fabulous 


AMOS 'N’ ANDY 
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MARCH TITAN 


EACH BUILT SHREWDLY 
AND POWERFULLY 
BOX-OFFICE SHARP- 


SHOOTERS ... BLAZE A 
RAIL TO LEADERSHIP 
FOR THE RADIO TITAN. 
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Talking 


Shorts 


WARNERS’ SILVER JUBILEE 

“Name” Novelty 

12 Mins. 

Hollywood, New York 
Vitaphone 

This short was produced for the 
Warner Bros.’ 25th anniversary and 
exhibition in Warner or other the- 
atres. For indie and other exhibs 
it may be too much of a personal 
plug for Warners, unless playable 
as a regular short subject on 
strength of its line-up of picture 
“names.” That it’s not a regular is 
likely, because it lacks the Vita- 
phone serial number on all reg 
shorts, and therefore possibly not 
for general release. Quite interest- 
ing, however, for any house. 

The Warner and First National 
talent is grouped around a banquet 
table, all taking bows when intro- 
duced. About 30 players are pre- 
sented, either with a view of them 
in person or a mention, but most 
of them present. Barrymore, Arliss 
and Barthelmess are not there, but 
are close- 
upped along with stills of the trio. 
A shot of Marilyn Miller was pushed 
in a bit awkwardly near the finish, 
after the introductions had appar- 
ently ended. 

Bow takers are Loretta Young, 

Walter Pidgeon, Claudia Dell, James 
Rennie, Louise Fazenda, Sidney 
Blackmer, Fred Kohler, Walter 
Huston, Ona Munson, Larry Gray, 
Laura Lee, Robert Elliott, Grant 
Withers, Irene Delroy, Winnie 
Lightner, Joe E. Brown, Edward 
Robinson, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
and half a dozen others whose 
names were missed, but minor play- 
ers mainly and not recognized. 
Name of the little blond girl who 
did the talking and introductions 
also missed. 
,.. Otis Skinner and Beryl Mercer set 
the banquet idea by terming them- 
selves “Mr. and Mrs. Warner Bros,” 
with the girl introduced as “our 
child, Miss Vitaphone.” 

Song teams on for bends were 
Kern and Harbach, Rodgers and 
Hart, Hammerstein and Romberg 
and Dubin and Burke. A _ bunch 
that could double for any rogue’s 
gallery, with their pans the short’s 
comedy interest. 

Miss Fazenda got a snicker with 
@ scream and again Joe Brown 
when opening his subway mouth 
to say hello. Dubin and Burke’s 
number (announced), “In Memory 
of You,” “used as the theme song 
and sung by Paul Gregory, the 
young baritone. He had the best 
break in prominence. 

When caught, fifth day at the 
Hollywood, the Jubilee short drew 
no applause from the audience for 


any of its “names.” Bige. 
“THANK YOU DOCTOR” 
Sketch 

10 Mins. 


Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1026 

None of the actors billed nor rec- 
ognized. Author Gilbert Emery 
gets all the plugging. Sketch has 
been done repeatedly in vaude for 
years. It’s here told in two sets, 
both cheap, with the whole affair 
rather of that flavor. Rates fairly 
through some good giggles. 

Plot is of a woman who lays an 
adroit plan to separate a jeweler’s 
messenger from a string of pearls 
in the office of a brain specialist. 

Given a smarter production it 
might have been a comedy gem, for 
the plot is basically ingenious and 
compact. Land. 


“THE FIGHT” 


Loew’s, New York. 
Vitaphone No. 1006 

Intended as a satire on boxing 
and trying to present a burlesqued 
radio descripticn of a fight this 
short falls down. Because bur- 
lesque is overdone. Inland neighbs 
can use it, however, without worry. 

Two scenes used. Wise birds will 
get the deliberate plug for a Man- 
hattan radio announcer, and the 
slam at one of the mo ec prominent 
ring announcers. 

Stuff useq goes something like 
this. When a fighter is described 
as “planting 2 sock” he is shown 
literally placing some ladies’ hose 
in his opponent’s mouth and then 
socking. That might be a laugh, 
but when every action and move- 
ment go along similar lines with 
none gaining any greater comedy 
impetus, it’s goofy. 


“HOT AiR MERCHANT” 

With Charles Ruggles 

Comedy 

12 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 

A laugh short that will make any 
house happy. 

Based on the old angle of how 
girls marry men. Charles Ruggles 
gives an illustrated lecture with the 
set split so that a dame and lad 
do their own act. 

Justifies in every detail Ruggles’ 
claim that women are responsible 
for matrimony. 

Rates by its crisp action and 
cracks the consistent _clocking of 
mirth, 


“WHITE LIES” 


Drama 

9 Mins. 

Beacon, New York. 
Vitaphone No. 3667 

Dramatic fantasy, okay for the 
best sort of adult audiences, but 
kids won't ‘ike it because they won't 
get it. All they’ll get is the prince’s 
uniform. Rather blunt handling for 
this sort of yarn and an abrupt 
ending to add to effects of the 
handling. A thought behind it all, 
should anyone care to do any think- 
ing over a short. 

Russian immigrant girl is being 

kidded by fellow American factory 
workers for her romantic tales about 
a prince-lover back home. The 
window washer in the sweat shop, 
unbeknown to the girl, happens to 
be the prince she dreamingly 
blabbers about. The girl states con- 
fidently that her hero will be there. 
when the firm’s picnic day rolls 
around. 
So the dreaming girl won't be dis- 
appointed, the windé6w washing 
prince puts on his native uniform, 
promotes a chauffeur friend to drive 
him over; calls for the girl, to the 
other factory girls’ amazement, and 
they ride away. Bige.- 


ROBERT L. RIPLEY 

“Believe It or Not” 

Novelty 

10 Mins. 

Hollywood, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1053 


Second of the Ripley series. Info- 
digger again gives a talker version 
of his newspaper cartoons, telling a 
dozen or so unusual believe ’em or 
nots, but this time helped a bit more 
on the production end. But again 
much of the stuff is roughly built 
up, with everything laid down cold 
and not much chance for an attempt 
to make the situation itself very 
realistic. 

Rip, returning from abroad, is cor- 
nere@ on deck by the ship news re- 
porters. To them he tells his sur- 
prising lore. For realism, the direc- 
tor had supers passing back and 
forth in the rear, but then turned 
around to have a nice big drawing 
board tacked conveniently on a pile 


of trunks when the reporters ask Rip 


to draw some pictures. 

Studio helped Rip out on a couple 
of his believes. A flash of walking 
fish was taken from a recent news- 
reel. Willard, the Man Who Grows, 
has been seen by too many audi- 
ences to be accepted as a Ripley 
discovery. The finale gag is also 
rather shopworn: shot of Wall 
street, with Ripley adding the gen- 
erally known information that the 
street isn’t on the level, crooked, 
with a graveyard at one end and the 
river at the other. 

Could the facts be actually illus- 
trated and the real life illustrations 
faithful enough, Vitaphone would 
have a far more valuable personality 
in Ripley, with not so many facts 
necessary per short. This way, with 
Ripley a much better cartoonist 
than an actor, it’s rather cold. Only 
the facts themselves are 

ige. 


CHARLEY CHASE 
“Girl Shock” (Comedy) 


20 Mins. 
Capitol, New York 
Metro 
At last. A new angle on the war. 


This time Charley Chase as the 
trench hero encounters a company 
of pretty enemy women and as the 
result cringes upon contact with a 
femme’s hand when he returns 
home, 

Most of the running time concerns 
post bellum. Usual slapstick slips 
in and out here and there, but 
still a lot of originality. 

The shock to restore him to nor- 
mal is pursued wit: the most fun 
for fans. The blood transfusion, 
whereby he acquires the live tactics 
of a gay old blade, will not convulse 
the average audience but it will 
exact far more laughs than the 
average short comedy. 

One situation may strike some of 
the more delicate customers as 
tending to be crude. . This is when 
Charley tries the first cure, that of 
turning to village dogs for the bite 
treatment. 

Co:nedy as a whole is good, all- 
round, ridiculous entertainment. 

Waly. 


“SCREEN SNAPSHOTS” 


With Mickey McGuire 
Name Noveity 
9 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 

Columbia 
* Mickey McGuire offers the biggest 
end of the novelty in being the m. c. 
in this short of the familiar series, 
Real comedy is lacking. This deals 
mostly with several film people at 
some kind of function. It’s really 
magazine matter and best for in- 
land spots. 


Alice White, Marie Prevost, Mary 
Pickford, Ruth Roland, Mae. Mur- 
ray, Lawrence and Alexander Gray, 
Douglas Fairbanks and June Col- 


lier. 


Among the faces are Buck Jones, 


LUPINO LANE 

“Buying a Gun” 

Comedy Sketch 

15 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, New York 
Educational 

Complete wash out. Not a laugh 
in the entire 15 minutes. Dialog 
terribly inane. 

Lupino Lane, as the floppish 
Limey, enters a store to purchase 
a gun. Goes into crossfire with 
salesman regarding guns generally. 
Winds up with both battling for 
possession of a loaded gun, which 
explodes, blowing up the entire 
store. 

Thought that silly crossfire would 
get laughs, the producers erred. It’s 
boringly stupid. 

Lane, as usual expert comic, 
killed off with his material. 


“TWO PLUS FOURS” 
with Nat Carr, Thelma Hill and 
Harry Barrios 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Strand, New York . 
Pathe 


A minor sentimentality happily 
provided with enough laughs to 
counteract the unconvincing at- 
tachment of a harum scarum col- 
lege mob for an improbable Jewish 
tailor, impersonated by Nat Carr. 
Like most Hebe comics, good ma- 
terial is an imperative necessity 
with Carr. He has nothing but 
straight lines in this case. ; 

Paul Whiteman’s Rhythm Boys: 
Bing Crosby, Al Rinker and Harry 
Barrios, are the nucleus of the rah- 
rah group. Latter handles the “ro- 
mance” and quite nicely. Thelma 
Hill is the girl. 

When eviction and bankruptcy 
threaten. the philanthropic tailor, 
the vo-de-o-ing youths get serious 
long enough to dig up the needed 
dough. 

A good fade-out laugh has them 
all bound for a student rally in a 
wagon drawn by a come 


“CONGO JAZZ” 

Looney Tunes. 

Cartoon. 

6 Mins. 

Hollywood, New York. 
Vitaphone No. 4167 

If the picture cartoonists ever run 
short of idea men, they can always 
drop in at the nearest nut asylum 
for a supply. For if the cartoon 
shorts as they are now progressing 
don’t wind up in the bughouse for 
ideas, the idea men will. 

The current idea for screen car- 
toons is to outdo the last one and 
the other fellows’ in just. being 
crazy. “Congo Jazz” of the Looney 
Tunes series isn’t as nutty as others 
seen around, but it’ll do. It has a 
mutt or what looks like a.mutt in 
the jungle on a wild game hunt. 
The mutt finally has the whole 
jungle tribe in jazz band formation 
with the elephant using his o'-n 
trunk for a trumpet, the giraffe as 
a bagpipe, etc. Even a cocoanut 
tree does a cooch, and pretty good. 

With these cartoons it’s possible 
to distort human actions by apply- 
ing them to pen and ink animals 
and to make them grab a laugh or 
two. But the boys have started to 
repeat on themselves and the same- 
ness makes them all look alike. All, 
however, manage to be more or less 
interesting through the ridiculous 
action when effectively aperen and 


synchronized. ige. 

“RAILROAD FOLLIES” 
With Gene Morgan, Clyde Hager 

Comedy 

7 Mins. 


Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1025 - 

Short and rather breezy, this re- 
lease qualifies as good program filler 
with a novelty twist. Scene _is 
aboard a train with the railroad 
company staging a revue to make 
the passengers forget the tedium 
of the miles. 

Various short specialties, includ- 
ing a handful of chorus girls, fill 
out. Clyde Hager offers a varia- 
tion of his street hawker routine. 
His efforts to extricate himself from 
a straightjacket is the recurring 
cut-back of the piece and the com- 
edy fadeout. 

Gene Morgan, Fanchon & “Marco 
comedian-m, c., is as usual a neat 
and effective entertainer. Land. 


“MANY HAPPY RETURNS” 

Drama 

19 Mins. 

Hollywood, New York. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1055-1056 


Butler tells the master the master 
is a “good provider.” It’s on the 
master’s birthday, after the wife and 
daughter had gone to attend to their 
social affairs, forgetting all about 
dad’s birthday. Comedy and drama 


.|and a bit of suspense all the way. 


Then the .short goes into a faint. 
Last impression nearly kills the 
better moments ahead. 

It’s -expected dad will do some- 
thing to get hunk, teaching his sel- 
fish family. He is very disappoint- 
ing when only going into a big weep 
at the close, as the family returns 
after realizing their forgetfulness. 
Dad has a dramatic scene to him- 
self before that. He. conducts a 
mock birthday dinner while the but- 
ler thinks he’s going off his nut. 


Walter Connolly, Madge Evans 


even with scant French patronage. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Moby Dick” (WB). Money 
picture, guaranteed by its ac- 
tion and John Barrymore, and 
more money for this than its 
silent predecessor, “The Sea 
Beast.” 

“Anybody’s Woman” (Par). 
Title and co-stars, Ruth @hat- 
terton and Clive Brook, give 
this one a box office angle. 
Through that its chances of 
business are excellent even if 
picture seems to be one of re- 
stricted appeal. 

“Way Out West” (M-G-M). 
Bill Haines takes the socks 
this time. Should do average 
Haines business, 


“The Eyes of the World” 
(UA)—Based on Harold Bell 
Wright’s meller. Not for the 
big theatres as much as those 
houses catering to the masses 
in the sticks and neighbor- 
hoods. 

“Dancing Sweeties” (WB)., 
Fragile boy and girl dance hall 
romance redeemed by rather 
good performances and breezi- 
ness. Lots of surroundmg show 
is advisable. 

“La Grande Mare” (Par). 
French version of “The Big 
Pond.” Should register. more 
popularly with the French than 
has the English in America. 


“One Embarrassing Night”. 
(British). Cut 30 minutes, the 
film, which rates just about the 
best made in England for years, 
should go okay in combo houses 
and inland neighbs. No action 
and not many situations to cre- 
ate sufficient suspense, but 
holds laughs, and the chatter, 
when thus connected, okay. 
Photography okay and record- 
ing good, 

“Ladies Must + Play”, (Co- 
lumbia). Made to‘ordgr for 
subsequent runs. Women will 
like it especially. It showed 
how uncomfortable one girl 
can make several men in love 
with her. Title+good for b.o. 
and not misused. Fair story. 


and Ferdinand Gottschalk featured, 
The writer started well but couldn’t 
maintain.the pace. Bige. 


“MIND YOUR BUSINESS” 
Comedy 
20 Mins. ! 
Loew’s New York. 
Pathe 


This should not be confused with 
the Fox Movietone subject of the 
same title made a year or so ago. 
It’s different, but-~still inland ma- 
terial at best. Worth consideration 
for filler. 


Story could have gone along just 
as well and fare no worse without 
music or the chorus, latter neither 
shapely nor _ talented. Singing 
doesn’t mean anything except to 
create a break in the continuity. 
Acting doesn’t matter, which hands 
the directing its own ribbon. 

Robert Agnew is the hero and 
plays afemme. As the girl’s suitor 
he thinks up an idea of how to bring 
better biz to his future dad-in-law. 
He arranges a musical show for 
customers with supposed salesgirls 
as the cast. Complications set in 
through a rival suitor and the busi- 
ness father’s wife. 

Agnew sings, but it’s just mono- 
tone. 


BOUCOT 

“Clinique Musicale” 
French Dialog Comedy 
8 Mins. 


55th St., New York 


aramount 


One of the first, all-French dialog 
shorts, produced by Robert Kane 
near Paris, “Clinique Musicale,” 
speaks so well by its action it might 
be risked by some American houses 


This, 
singing. 

As a dentist who extracts teeth 
with a musical technique, including 
three singing nurses, “Clique Mu- 
sicale” is dressed to get laughs out 
of all nations. Waly. 


chiefly because it is 90% 


TRE-KI 
French Flute Player 
3 Mins. 
55th Street Cinema 


Paramount 


A new idea in the shortness of 
French shorts is evidenced by the 
running time allotted this foreign 
flute manipulator. He talks a few 
seconds before caressing his instru- 
ment. Afier that it doesn’t matter 
whether it’s French or Italian. 


Some American theatres might 


MOBY DICK 


Warner Bros.’ production and re} 
Jowa Barrymore starred. Joan Bennett fea. 
tured. Readaptation of same titled novyey 
by Herman Meville from silent picture also 
with Barrymore, produced by Warners i 
1926 and called ‘‘The Sea Beast.” Talkes 
adaptation by J. Grubb Al»xander. Director 
Lioyd Bacon. At Warners’ Hollywood, New 
York, indef, opening Aug. 14 at $2 top 
generally released to trade simultaneously 
Running time, 70 minutes. 


John Barrym 
Faith. JOAN Bennett 
Whale Oil Bol 
Stubs. Walter Lo 
Tom O’Brien 
Elijah...... -».Nigel de Brulier 
Queequeg... ++++..Nobel Johnson 
Blacksmith. Walling 
Virginia Sale 
Mate... Jack Curtis 
Rev. Ince 


“The Sea Beast” was a money pic. 
ture for the Warners in 1926, and its 
talking successor, “Moby Dick,” at 
the $2 Hollywood currently, is an- 
other. “Moby Dick” perhaps has a 
better title, as is this picture over 
the other. It will cause no surprise 
by holding over in the deluxes. Full 
of action when getting down to it, 
carries a logical tale as well as a 
whale, and again stars John Barry- 
more. 


In the four intervening years and 
the advancement of the silent to the 
talker with what that has done and 
will do for the screen, nothing could 
more aply bring out the improve- 
ment. Not only in production, but 
in more intelligent methods, with 
suppression now rather than the 
rampant raging with scenery eating 
of the acting in the silent. 

Most of this happens with Barry- 
more and his role. In the former 
picture, when that smart whale 
sniped off Barrymore’s leg and it 
was cauterized on deck shortly after, 
Barrymore disclosed in facial con- 
tortions the pain endured by the 
raw high heat against the flesh op- 
eration. Now the same effect is 
obtained and much more sedately 
for the women by Barrymore shriek- 
ing only, as four or five ment sit on 
him, 


This scene is about the only one 
the ladies may look away from, 
That’s not enough to keep them 
away, however. Barrymore’s half- 
stopped exclamation to the boat’s 


captain of where he may go or what . 


he may do easily stands that off, for 
the girls may ask the boys what 
they think Barrymore may have in- 
tended to say. The answers will re- 
veal the champ liars of the east. 
Perhaps in the west the boys will 
tell. 


Moby Dick is just as smart as 
ever, but Barrymore is smarter. He’s 
got a better whale to work with this 
time. And when the peg-legged 
avenger climbed aboard Dick’s back 
to send the harpoon to the limit, 
that was the stuff, for Moby Dick 
deserved his finish, after Barrymore 
had chased him over seven seas for 
seven years because of that leg bite, 


Back home the demure Joan Ben- 
nett, who could never grow old out in 
New Bedford, waited for her whal- 
ing boy friend to return. What they 
used for money to sail a boat for 
seven years, turning down all whales 
except the one with white for identi- 
fication, is not so important to this 
story as the sea tempest the boat 
had to go through or the Chinese 
idol that never flopped on its owner 
or John. 

“Moby Dick” is stirring, even if 
you don’t believe in whales. And this 
one’s said to have cost the Warners 
$120,000, with or without teeth. 

Sime. 


ANYBODY’S WOMAN 


Paramount production and release. Die 
rected by Dorothy Arzner. Ruth Chatter- 
ton and Clive Brook co-starred. Story by 
Gouverneur Morris. Screen adaptation and 
dialog by Zoe Akins and Doris Anderson. 
Photography by Charles Lang. At Parae 


mount, New York, week Aug. 15. Run 
ning time, 80 minutes. 

Gray. Ruth Chatterton 
Clive Brook 
Gustav Saxon...... enectesecess Paul Lukas 
Grant Huntley Gordon 
Katherine Malcolm..... Virginia Hammond 
Tom Patricola 
Sod Juliette Compton 
Walter Charles Gerrard 
Mr. Tanner....ccc Harvey Clark 
The. Butler. Bracey 
The Gertrude Sutton 


“Anybody’s Woman” is box office 
through the title and the co-stars, 
Ruth Chatterton and Clive Brook. 
Unless picture gets.bad breaks on 
word-of-mouth disappointments, it 
can’t lose through that title and the 
stars, 

The picture will appeal to some 
and probably not to others, depend- 


ing on individual tastes. Its story 
is an old one, often without tis 


sympathetic note one likes. { 
made up of various odd situations 
that will posibly not make for gen- 
eral audience appeal, although 
basically the successful efforts ° 
the bad, bad girl to beWome a £00 
wife to a lawyer far above her sta- 
tion ought to win some fan admira- 
tion. 
It’s mainly the unsympathetic ro e 
handed Brook that takes the bis 
punch out of the story. It starts 
out far more promisingly than it 
develops. ed 
Brook has just become divorce 
from his upper strata wife who 
bolts to marry a richer man. He 
has taken to drink to dull the ef- 
fects of the jolt and through cir- 


slip this in as a novelty. Waly 


cumstances is tossed into the society 


| 44 REVIEWS 
| 
aut 
| 
a 
«| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | 
of | | | 
| 
6 Mine.” | | | | 
mi | | | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
M 
er 
Ww 
fe 
| | 


Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


FEL REVIEWS 


VARIETY 15 


of the chorus girl he once defended 
attorney. 

nw falls for his philosophy that 

robably a bad girl like her would 
vake the best wife in the long run 
(this partly giving away the story). 
He marries her only to awaken the 
next morning to discover he was 
that stewed. 

Overcoming objections of rela- 
tives and Brook not caring much 
one way or another, the two try 
to make a go of it. The girl feels 
it is her one big chance while the 
husband fails to regard his new 
marriage very seriously, continuing 
the drink. 

Up to the time the attorney snaps 
out of it through realization of the 
girl's honest devotion to him, Brook 
is playing a crack role as a drunk, 
frequently making it comical. 

From there on, the usual social 
ostracism plus efforts of others to 

o on the make for the wife unsuc- 
cessfully, knowing her past, the 
gulf begins to widen to the separa- 
tion point. Later, Brook can’t down 
the fact he loves the girl. 
“In many respects the plot of 
“anybody's Woman,” which refers 
fo the first wife, anxious to return 
runs an illogical course. Failure of 
the husband in many cases to spot 
his chortis girl-wife’s fealty and to 
come to her rescue when open ad- 
vances are made at a dinner ring 
rather foul. The social ostracism 
angle is also overdone, as is Miss 
Chatterton’s interpretation of the 
tough one’s role. 

If a void was left by Jeanne Eagels, 
Miss Chatterton fills it in “Any- 
body’s Woman,” femme lead of 
which would have been great for 
the late Miss Eagels. The role is 
a good one for Miss Chatterton but 
she seems to over-play it in spots. 
Her best work is in the more dra- 
matic scenes. While his follawers 
won't care much for what he says 
in the expostulation scene leading 
to the break, Brook gives an able 
account. 

A better cutting job would have 
taken out the slow spots. Running 
time (80 mins) is longer than it 
should have been. 

Photography and recording above 
average. Char, 


‘YAY OUT WEST 


M-G-M production and release. Directed 
by Fred Niblo. William Haines, starred. 
Dialog by Joe Farnham. At Capitol, New 


York, week Aug. 15. Running time 70 
minutes. 

Leila Hyams 
Francis X. "Bushman, Jr. 
OMe: ROSS. Vera Marsh 
re Charles Middleton 


In another mean role,’ this time 
taking all the punishment until the 
end, when he stages ‘the: expected 
Alger come-back, William Haines 
blends circus barker and cowboy 
tenderfoot through a somewhat 
entertaining but drawn out 70 
minutes. In spots are some fast 
action and wise-cracking dialog 
that gets the laughs. As another 
Haines offering “Way. Out West” 
should do the Haines business. 

Satisfaction in seeing the alecky 
Haines shorn of usual aggsress- 
iveness by a band of roughneck 
cowboys who make him work out 
the $200 he extracted from them in 
phoney roulette, will be experienced 
by most of Will's public. Metro 
obviously figured a reverse timely 
and exhibited excellent judgment. 

Just enough circus atmosphere is 
allowed when the regular western 
lines commence to develop. Trusting 
blond boss of the ranch, early makes 
apparent her interest in the cheat- 
ing tenderfoot, even to the point of 
turning her car over to him with 
a large sum of money to be deposi- 
ted in a bank miles away. 

By that time Windy has fallen 
for the girl and naturally: his re- 
turn with the bank book’ is no sur- 
prise. Neither is the ,battle with 
Stéve, ranch boss, beyond expec- 
tation. 

It’s hoke of the kind that has al- 
Ways been salable. Haines and 
Francis X. Bushman, Jr. do a battle 

an adobe hut that works up ex- 
titement. 

A’ sand storm is forced into the 
action. Situations are knitted in the 
conventional way. 

h Cliff Edwards sings: Polly Moran 

4s a bit which doesn’t give her 
any opportunity. 

Hard riding, rolling Arizona 
Country, Indian village and. details 
be ranch life make the_loecale real 
fn 4n important part of the enter- 

inment., Waly. 


LE GRANDE MARE 


(“The Big Pond”) 
(FRENCH DIALOG) 
aramount production and 
release, French 
The Big Pond,’’ made at ASs- 
I., studios. Starring Maurice 
featuring Claudette Colbert. 
eeedits, and Hobart Henley production 
cecal with foreign angle supervised by 
Bataille-Henri. At 55th Street, 
78 RED week Aug. 16. Running time, 
In cast: Andree Corday, ‘Lor- 
Willian, Maude Allen, Henry Mortimer, 
m Williams, Max Pendleton. | 


J they go for this in France the 
i audience of cosmopolitan 
on (the genuine, students, af- 
~ onists, etc.), went for it at the 
in the 55th Street Cinema, 
dar zrande Mare” will be more pop- 
than the original “The Big 


Pond.” Chevalier puts so much vim 
into his mannerisms, with the native 
tongue elucidating, that a Yank for- 
eigner can get an idea of what it is 
all about and enjoy the show. 


That’s the way it is all the way 
through, except judging from some 
of the high-pitched cackles of those 
fans who whispered in French, a lot 
of the dialog for this overseas par- 
cel must have the kick which had 
to be censored in the American 
lingo. 


A clever angle, which makes it 
possible to put the picture over here 
better in the French and _ near- 
French sections, is the injection of 
a line of American slang. Slipped 
in at the highlights, the English 
steers a foreigner off course back to 
the purpose of the theme. Maurice 
does it each time with such a nice 
quickness that the pure French fans 
will regard it as a gag. 


Like Chevalier, other members of 
the cast have a faculty for gestic- 
ulating in such a way that each 
move is enunciated. A continuity 
of hands and faces is provided for 
those who don’t understand. 


In action the picture is as devoid 
of indiscretion as an American paid 
censor. Not a suggestive move in 
any contour. Not a kiss, except 
three, and those are witnessed. by 
papa, mama and the boy friend. Not 
a fist fight nor a duel. Not evena 
harsh facial expression. 


The vivacity of Maurice is every- 
thing in this. As has been noted, 
it reflects in the cast, imbuing the 
players with a liveliness which could 
not have reached the same maxi- 
mum with another lead. 


Miss Colbert is pretty and plays 
her French with a native fire. She 
does not sing, except a few bars of 
the theme song in response to Chev- 
alier. The Maurice themes through 
all verses at least four times in the 
course of the running time. He 
does them all well enough to elim- 
inate the impression so often caused 
by repetition. 


From the canals of Venice to the 
chewing gum factory in America, 
much along the lines of the English 
version, travels “La Grande Mare.” 

Waly. 


The Eyes of the World 


Sol Lesser production and United Artists’ 
release. Directed by Henry King. Adapted 
from Harold Bell Wright's story by Clarke 
Silvernail and N. Brewster Morse. At the 
Rivoli, New York, Aug. 14, on grind. Run- 
ning time 78 minues. 

In Prolog 


James Rutledge .....ccccess Hugh Huntley 
Maid. Roberts 
eeee-Nance O'Neil 
00.00 0.000 John Holiand 
James Rutledge Huntley 
Conrad-La Grange ...«.. Burt 


Harold Bell Wright symbolizes 
clean old-fashioned meller on. any 
reading table. Same goes for this 
adaptation of “The Eyes of the 
World” on the screen. It’s not only 
of the old meller school thematically 
but some of the dialog and the 
situations provide the cast and di- 
rection with much of what seems 
to be pioneer tethnique. From the 
box office it cannot be placed in a 
class with the library. It is not big 
theatre material, but the houses 
catering to the masses in neigh- 
borhoods and the sticks should find 
money in it. 

Rabid fans coming to this from 
a modern menu will find it much 
like looking at a 1919 re-issue, ex- 
cept that this one talks and has the 
present day accompanying music 
and noise. All of the river boat 
situations are there, with some of 
the hysterical gesticulations, but 
no shot-gun wedding. 

Aaron King is an artist who has 
an honest love for Sybill, mountain 
nymph and daughter of mysterious 
lineage. 

No Hays Code had to be consulted 
in bringing “Eyes of the World” to 
film. Rather, a little pep in the in- 
door battle between Aaron and the 
smirky brother of Mrs.. Taine had 
to be workec up. 

The most annoying feature in the 


production is what, after many 
minutes, identifies itself as just a 
long preface, explaining thea whys 


and wherefores of what follows. 
From this it would be gathered 
that the action is going to be in- 
terluded with long closeups of a 
typewriter. So many of these are 
used that weak eyes can easily be 
\strained. It is just an illustration 
of the obviousness of the action in 
general. 

The record.ng job is not always 
good. When the artist goes a’fish- 
ing, while the fair nymph is long- 
shotted as swimming a la nude in 
a studio pool, the sound of his shoes 
contacting the allegedly soft wood- 
land bank is too much like iron 
implements coming together. 

An interest, now and then, asserts 
itself, and keeps even a sophisfi- 
cated audience entertained. . The 
girl’s guardian, Conrad La Grange, 
is an exceptional author basing his 
writings upon life and being really 
clean of heart like every one else 
in the cast. 

The theme has so many angles 
that the job the adapters and Henry 
King had in bringing it to film can 


easily be appreciated. Waly. 


EIN TANGO FUER DICH 


(“A Tango For You”) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Aug, 8. 
Superfilm production. Release, ‘‘Deutsches 


Lichtspielsyndikat’’ (German syndicate of 
exhibitors). Story by Walter Reisch. Di- 
rection by Geza von Bolvary. Production 
by Julius Heimann. At Capitol, Berlin. 
Opened Aug. 1. Running time, 102 min- 
utes. 
Maxim Merblanc, a famous jazz singer 
Paul Otto 
Jimmy Bolt, a non-famous jazz singer 
Willy Forst 
Fee Malten 
Flooch, an impresario..... Oskar Karlweiss 
Der Lindwurm..............Anne Goerling 
Alfonso di Bel Juanos, tango director 
Ernst Verebes 
Mac Lloth, jazz director....Paul Minzenty 


An operetta talker, entertaining 
and amusing, with a few rather 
long scenes. However, the excel- 
lent playing of the leading actors, 
Willie Forst, Fee Malten, Ernst 
Verebes and Oskar Karlweiss, make 
up again. 

This talker will not have the same 
success as “Two Hearts in 4% Time,” 
but it is a cleverly arranged pic- 
ture, with a good synchronization 
and should do business in America 
as well. 


This is not a typical. German 
talker but is more in accordance 
with the European taste in general. 
Although the author, Walter Reisch, 
did not have many ideas, the Hun- 
garian director, Geza von Bolvary. 
has learned a great deal from the 
American talker-operettas. 


The sets by Robert Neppach are 
especially remarkable in the night 
club scenes and the photography 
by Willy Goldberger is excellent. 

Magnus. 


DANCING SWEETIES 


Warner Bros. production and _ release 
Featuring Sue Carol and Grant Withers. 
Directed by Ray Enright. Based on Harry 
Fried’s story with dialog by Gordon Rigby 
and Joseph Jackson. Cameraman, Robert 
Kurrle. At Strand, New York, week Aug. 
15. Running time, 70 mins. 

Bill Cleaver...... Grant Withers 
Molly O’ Sue Carol 
Jazzho Murphy 
**Needles’’....... 
Mrs, O'Neal..... Kate Price 
Mr. Cleaver. Tully Marshall 


A few ripples on the love pond 
forms the sum and substance of this 
insignificent dance hall romance. 
Hardly anything worthy of designa- 
tion as plot, action, complication or 
punch. Yet with these admitted 
failings, it still manages to work up 
a certain interest and this, plus 
some laughs, will slip it through in 
the non-fastidious spots. It is not 
a de luxe booking. 

Story probably comes pretty close 
to being the history of hundreds of 
young hotsy totsy couples with their 
brains in their feet. Chicago used 
to have a flock of toddle emporiums 
quite like’ the ones here visualized. 

Meeting and marrying in a few 
hours, Sue Carol and Grant Withers 
have a few minor vexations before 
they settle down to home life and 
the intimation of babies to come. 
That’s all. 

Ray Enright has blown a bit of 
plausibility into the sappy story 
and Miss Carol and Mr. Withers 
have favored with convincing jobs. 
If the “smart” sayings are gener- 
ally common coinage of the year be- 
fore last, the characters are not less 
true to type thereby. Land, 


One Embarrassing Night 


(BRITISH MADE) 


British & Dominions Co. production. 
Metro release over here. Story based on 
the play, ‘‘Rookery Nook,” by Ben Trav- 
ers. Directed by Tom Walls. W. E. re- 
corded. American premiere at Loew's New 


York. one day, Aug. 15. Running time, 90 
minutes. 

Gerald Ralph Lynn 
Clive Tom Walls 
Rhoda Shotter 
Mrs. Leverett..... Mary Brough 
Harold Hare 
Mra. Twine, Ethel Coleridge 
Clara Margot Grahame 


When first reviewed in London at 
the New Gallery in February it was 
noted by “Frat,” “Variety’s” Lon- 
don reviewer, that this picture was 
the best piece of film story yet to 
come from the British. It still is, 
but it’s too long and detailed. Eng- 
lish humor is ‘none so fetching that 
a picture can roll on for a half hour 
almost on just words and little 
action. From an American view- 
point that action is mighty impor- 
tant. 

Cut at least 20 minutes from the 
beginning and about five or 10 in 
the middle will make this a fair 
farce good for combo houses and 
irmer neighbs. 

3eyond these there is the risk of 
an unknown cast and only a title 
for exploitation val Photography 
okay. Recording good. 

Easy to see why this film should 
hit in England. It’s aii really Eng- 
lish even unto some of the acting 
which done by the two leads is too 
legit when it ought to be film. Too 
wordy and no pantomime. Two 
leading men are different. They do 
put over some acting—not too much. 
But that’s an American viewpoint. 

Info is that this film was Tom 
Wall's first attempt at direction. If 
so he’s worth looking after in Eng- 
land or America. To have accom- 
plished the best British film in years 
in a first attempt, besides playing 
its best role is something producers 
can consider. In a way Walls re- 


sembles Adolphe Menjou in appear- 
ance and in manner, not to mention 
voice. 

Biggest laughs are in the situa- 
tions which, while not new to story 
form or play, yet is presented in a 
sophisticated and cultured way to 
please. 

The play, “Rookery Nook,” from 
which the present film gets its plot 
and by which title the film was 
knewn to the British, was one of 
London's dramatic stage successes. 
That brings up the point as to why 
the film falls short of good theatre 
marketing. 

A saucy piece is put in where a 
eareless girl selling charity tickets 
helps out the pajama clad girl by 
lending her the dress she is wear- 
ing. This provides a picture of a 
girl in undies as a teaser. 


SONS OF THE SADDLE 


(With Songs) 


Universal production and release. Starring 
Ken Maynard. Directed by Harry J. Brown. 
Cast includes Doris Hill, Francis Ford, Joe 
Girard, Carol Nye, Harry Todd. Authored 
by Bennett R. Cohen. Dialog by Lesley 
Mason. Photographer, Ted McCord. W. E. 
recorded. At Loew's New York, one day, 
Aug. 5. Running time, 74 minutes. 


With no apparent attempt at 
grandiose production Universal is 
demonstrating that good westerns 
can be made with application. This 
one with Ken Maynard and the lat- 
ter’s horse, “Tarzan,” is along the 
old line. What it lacks in cultured 
histrionics it makes up in action. 
Wherever Maynard means anything 
the picture is over. Where he doesn’t, 
western fans and the neighbs will 
like this one just the same. 


There's a novelty angle the naivete 
of which attracts. Maynard and his 
cowboys sing au naturel with no 
stage voices. It’s homely and works. 
In one spot Maynard even strums on 
a guitar with his singing. No voice 
but in his character it’s okay. 


The songs are cowboy numbers. 
“Trail Herd Song” and “Down the 
Home Trail with You.” Purely folk 
stuff and sung on the twang, but to 
plenty relief from the cha-cha mu- 
sical. 


Story is of the present West but 
still wild and woolly. Yet withal, 
like most westerns, some technical 
errors visible. It’s such an accus- 
tomed feature of. westerns—even 
talkers—that it’s almost useless to 
question. 


There is a pretty bit of “Tarzan” 
taking a fall and turning over to 
outwit an aimed bullet.. The fall 
and the turnover okay, but trying to 
lam over with adults that: a- horse 
knows when and how to duck bul- 
lets is a kidder. 

Diaiog apt and Maynard is im* 
proving, 
ingly. Some of the photography ‘is 


| very good, with some long distance 
shadow stuff pulled on hard riding. 


horsemen. 

Maynard is foreman of a ranch. 
He's shy with women although the 
boss’ girl loves him. Maynard's pal 
loves the girl, too. The boss is in 
some kind of a jam with an outlaw 
gang, out to ruin him. Maynard's 
pal joins them and:-action follows. 


LADIES MUST PLAY 


Columbia production and release. Di- 
rected by Raymond Cannon. Dorothy 
Sebastian and Neil Hamilton featured. 
Story by Paul Hervey Fox. Photographer, 
Joseph Walker. Cast includes’ Natalie 
Moorhead, Shirley Palmer and Pauline Neff. 
At Loew's New York, one day, Aug. 18. 
Running time, 64 minutes. 


Casting errors and matter of fact 
directing has made this film to order 
for the grinds. It is worth the sub- 
sequent runs’ consideration. Hardly 
a first rater. Women will especially 
like it because of the more or less 
expansive exhibition of the discom- 
fiture of many men over one woman, 
Title has a b. o. lure, Title and 
story for exploitation. 

Story is a pipe about a secretary 
in love with her boss, unknown.to 
the latter, 
a bad business man. He goes broke. 
Somehow, he and sec bump into a 
plan where he is to introduce her 
to wealthy men, one of whom she 
might marry. For this service he is 
to get a commission and she the 
dough boy. Finish is the girl almost 
marrying a big, strong, silent game 
hunter, but doesn’t. She takes the 
poor boss to eat hot dogs in a 
Packard on the honeymoon, 

Not a strong tale and the dialog 
happens along sort of bumpily. But 


it gets there for sevefal situations 
that bring laughs. Whether it’s in 
the cutting or direction, the film, 
which starts ,off with a flash of 


polo, doesn’t ride smoothly and sags 
in spots. 
A drowning 


scene adds some 


action and also brings some sus- 
pense besides a couple of titters. 
There’s also a corking moment 


when the girl 
the big silent 
fact 
yarn. 
Picture could be helped, too, by 
another little cut which would take 
away some confusion. It is where 
the girl announces her aim to marry 
the elephant hunter and her boss 
comes back twice in the same day, 
seemingly to congratulate her when 
he’s supposed to have been gone 
some time on a drunk and looks 
sober. Not serious, but shouldn't be 
there. 
Some s 
undrapery. 


suddenly reneges on 
guy. That apparent 
takes off the edge on the 


a. is added by a flash of 
Natalie Moorhead who 


histrionically and speak-, 


Boss is a society pet,.but. 


PATHE’S COMMERCIAL 
COMPACT 92 MM. FILM 


New industrial film angle to be 
sprung on the industry is coming by 
way of Pathe. Instead of the adver- 
tising trek Pathe is ambling along 
the sales end with a 9% m.m. film. 

Plan comes from perfection of a 
new continuous projecter put up in 
compact form and weighing about 25 
pounds, small enough for salesmen 
to tote. Whole machinery looks like 
a suitcase. It has a rolling screen 
attached. Operation is like the 
radio set by plugging in on an elec- 
tric light socket. Film unwinds and 
rewinds automatically. 

Pathe figures to make _ special 
sales films for the industrials this 
way, which the salesmen of the in- 
dustrial companies can carry along 
and show. 

Machines used have a capacity of 
600 feet of the small film, given as 
being the equivalent of about 1,500 
feet of 35 mm product. 

First demonstration of the outfit 
takes place at Pathe home offices 
this week. 


Sid Grauman May Land 
Permanently in N. Y. 


Theatre propositions mostly 
among the several coming to Sid 
Grauman since reaching New York 
last week, may be the cause of the 
coast showman making the east his 
permanent home. At present Grau- 
man’s intentions are to shortly re- 
turn to Hollywood and, with his 
mother, come back east preparatory 
to a trip to Europe for both. 

Upon his return from abroad Sid 
will decide on N, Y. or L. A. One 
proposal that has attracted him is 
for a Grauman theatre on Broadway 
seating around 4,500. Walter 
Reade is reported having made that, 
with the location on 7th avenue, ad- 
joining Reade’s reconstructed Co- 
lumbia for R-K-O. 

Reaching New York to assist in 
the duplex opening of “Hell's An- 
gels” Friday night, Grauman, after 
his special trip, found that Wayne 
Pierson, eastern rep for Howard 
Hughes, had taken in all of the ter- 
ritory. The westerner informed 
Pierson of his advisory visit at the 
request of Hughes and Joe Schenck, 
leaving his hotel and phone number, 
but did little else in connection with 
the dual premiere. 

The 24-sheets in twins of “Hell's 
Angels” on the Broadway and other 
boards, the largest sheets of single 
paper ever put out with one word 
each of the title of the 24-sheet, 
came from the coast. Grauman had 
used it for the opening of the same 
picture at the Chinese in Hollywood, 


Pathe Sales Meets 


Pathe held a sales meeting in New 
York late last week. It was ad- 
dressed by E. B. Derr, Pat Scollard 
and Ted O'Leary, 

Yesterday (19) the Pathe trio 
started for Chicago for a mid-west 
sales gathering. From that point 
Derr will return to the coast studios, 
where the final meeting will be 
called. 


“Wallingford” Remake 
With Haines Talking 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
talkerize “Get Rich 
Quick Wallingford,” with William 
Haines in the top spot. Concern 
made a silent from the George Ran- 
dolph Chester series several years 
ago. 
James Whittaker is on the lot to 
write the scenario, 


Metro will 


TIFF’S STORY SUPE QUITS 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Adele Buffiingting has resigned 
as story supervisor at Tiffany, after 
being in that capacity the past year. 
No successor has been appointed. 
A. P. Younger, story editor, has 
taken over both duties temporarily. 


plays the femme menace, is hardly 
society. Society types here for the 
most part would go only in slap- 
stick, but inlanders won't mind 
much. 

Neil Hamilton, while okay com- 
pared to the others, didn't fit. He's 
not for farce comedy, while the dia- 
log given Dorothy Sebastian in the 
early part materially slowed up her 
performance. 

Gaggy ending will make custome 
ers forgive everything and that’s 
where Columbia also pulls a saver, 
Spot shows the girl taking her 
lover’s last four bucks and giving 
him 40 cents as his commission for 
i getting her a husband—himself, 


~ 


. | 
| 
Sh, 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
fea- 3 
vel } 
alse 
in | 
| 4 
tor, 
| 
and | 
sly, | i 
nore 
nett | | 4 
hes 1 ; 
ley 
ong 
lier 3 
son 
ling | 
Sale | 
rtis | 
nce | 3 
ic. 
its | 
at i 
; 
sa | 
ver | ; 
ull | 
it, 
rye | | 
ry- 
| | 
and 
the 
nd ; i 
uld | 
ve- | | 
but | 
‘ith | 
the q 
| 
er 
ale | | 
it 
ter, 
the 
the 
4 
is 
ely 
ek- 
on 
- | | | 
om, | | 
| 
at’s 
hat | | 
for | ; 
hat 
in- | | 
re- | 
ast. 
will | | 
| | 
as | i 
| 
his if 
ack 
lick | 
10re | 
for 
yite, | 
en- | | 
1ale . . 
hey 
ies | ie 
ales | ; 
this 
| | —— | 
| | | 
this 
| | | 
| 
De 
ttere | 
by 
» and | | | 
rson. | 
Parae 
erton | 
i 
rdon 
mond 
¢ 
| | | 
end- 
the 
It is | | 
tions | 
gen- 
ough 
s of = 
good 
sta- | | 
1ira- 
role — | 
tarts 
reed | 
who | 
He | j 
ciety { 
| i : 


Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


TAPHONE 


TRADE MART 


VARIETY 


2 
Sen + 
' é 
‘mii 3 
| 
J 
: / 
& 
| 
& | ff 
| 
BH 
i 
: } 
| 
hey 
: 
| 
ty 
ne 
bot] 
i 
hi 
4 ta 
oop 
rei 
4 
| 
+ 
On 
if 
waned) 
i 
f 
\ 
ite 
4 
| 
% 
4) P t 
j be el 6 


Sir John Galsworthy 
Author of ‘Old English”’ 


And what a grand role for George Arliss! A devil of a fellow who sinned. 
with a smile and smiled at sin! A bachelor who loved his grandchildren! A gentle- ab 
,Man, a scholar and a good judge of liquor! 


DE 


George Arliss in “Disraeli” was judged the best picture of 1929 and it’s even 
Money that “Old English” will be the winner in 1930. As usual, bigger than the 


biggest, better than the best! 


AND YOU 
CANT GO WRONG 


START YOUR 
SHOW RIGHT 
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New York World 


“MR. BARRYMORE’S PORTRAYAL 
IS ONE OF UTTER PERFECTION 
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*A WHALE OF A FILM!” Exhibitors Daily Revien 


“WILL PROBABLY RATE AS ONE OF THE TEN BEST 
PICTURES OF 1930!” Film Daily 


“SUPERIOR TO THE ‘SEA BEAST’!” 
| | New York Herald-Tribune 


“A FAR MORE IMPRESSIVE MELODRAMA THAN THE 


SILENT VERSION!” New York Times 

“WE RECOMMEND THIS ONE TO THRILL SEEKERS!” 
Daily News 
“AN EXCITING PICTURE THAT PACKS ITS ACTION 
INTO GRAND SWEEPS!” New York American 


*JOHN BARRYMORE GIVES A SUPERB PERFORMANCE 
. . » SUPERBLY DONE!” Evening World 


Warner Bros. Present 


With JOAN BENNETT. Directed by LLOYD BACON 


Packing Them In At 
WARNER BROS. HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


NEW YORK CITY 


WARNER BROS. DOWNTOWN THEATRE 


‘LOS ANGELES 


Play it Day and Date with Broadway 


BETT 
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H Keproduction of Theatre Ad 

Hy In Various Cities as Indicat 
Oe 

erry Days Are Here] 


laugh 
Hurry and heer week! 


ESSIE LOVE... 


Broadway Meloay™ Gir)) 
Y LA 


SALLY STA 
FRANCES 


sr 


DETROIT 
GRAND BLVD. AT SECOND 


| Happy hits on stage and screen! 


Two New Stars in 
Brand New Kind of 
Comedy - Romance 


ALWAys COMPORTA iy COOL 
pooRs OPEX 
aw A MOMENT OF PASSION, 
‘A SECOND OF BLISS, 


tith € MARKET 
to 1 P. to 6 


bad of. youth's new 
code of morals. 


in Warner Bros.’ & 
Vitaphone Hit 


win 
Charles Ruggles 
“GINGER” ROGERS 
STANLEY SMITH 


mei Fun-packed story of a ladies? 
garter salesman who paid too 
© much attention to business. 
ON THE STAGE 
You'll see all the famous 
stars you ever heard of! 


Venita Gould in Person 
LOS ANGELES 


Neted Mimic Imitating Leading 
hay Betty, Arce Ps IMILLION DOLLAR 322: 


The Picture L. A. is Waiting For— ode 


Stare—all doing Clever P 
4 Rivori 


DEL “i: BAND 

BENAVIE and SIEGEL at 
the ORGAN 

Even More Exciting 

Than The Novel! 


Defiant ite = She 

Cared Only For Things of the Flesh! 

4 Firet Nationci Ror.ance 

FANNY HURST’S 
Famous Nerel—with 

Gerinne Griffith, Grant Withers 

Montagu Love 


STARTS FRIDAY = 
“CHEER UP & SMILE" 
ARTHUR LAKE—DDUE LEE 


with 

Montrese & 

Rey Fi 
Pau 


SYMPHONY 
LUCILLE PETERSON, Guest joist 


YR SAW FRANCISCO 
; ——— 
Beautiful 
sirable 


darling 
sociely . . 
h 


ond through 
men’s hearts—buy 
couldn't get away with 


HAROLD BELL WRIGHT'S 


‘EVES 
WORLD’ 


A UNITED ARTISTS PICTURB 
A HENRY KING PRODUCTION 
with 


NANCE O°NEIL 
Una Merkel, Jobn Helland 


One of the most enter 


taining novels ever written LULU McCONNELL 
made into a motion pic- to 
y Wel 
ture that’s literally packed orsHes” 
with action, sensational Poremodnt Talk 
acting and sure-fire thrillel 
from 0:30 A.M. 


Every word of praise indicating 2 different and Truly Great screen 
pley cen be epplied to this production of life im the oorthland, 


5 NEW 2272-2¢ ACTS 


new YoRK 
Where the Weather’s Made to Order! 


Rit No. 3 Next Week 
QUIET OB THE WESTERE 


Mammoth Stage Celebration with 
Bevies of Entertainment Stars 


RITZ BROTHERS 


Funniest Guys on Any Eart 
ANITA LAPIERRE 
Frengh Personality Swe 
WiLL 


A Picture to Match 
the Stage Jubilee, 


CLIVE 


es her suave ond 


O, P. Heggie 
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Press Stunts 


Syracuse. 

The old refrain, “Don't bite the 
hand that’s feeding you” is shaded 
in this neck of the tall timber by 
“Don't kiss the hand that brought 

raise.” 
ao newcomer to the Syracuse 
Rialto did, with the net result that 
a local daily, heretofore wide open 
to picture house exploitation tie- 
ups, has closed its columns to all 
hem. 

rhe exhibitor, sent here by a lo- 
cal chain, landed a contest with the 
paper the first week he functioned 
on his own as manager, and re- 
ted the second week. Inasmuch 
as the house in the past had been 
on the outside looking in, the dis- 
trict manager rewarded the bright 
young man with a raise of $15 per 


week. 

His heart filled with gratitude, 
the manager determined it would 
be eminently correct for him to ex- 
press his thanks to the publisher of 
the paper. So he collected the pa- 
pers in which the raise-winning 
stories had appeared, and with the 
sizable bundle called on the pub- 
lisher. 

“J want to thank you for getting 
me a $15 raise,” he told the pub- 
lisher. 

“Indeed? How’s that?” the pub- 
lisher inquired. 

The exhibitor told his story, pre- 
sented the marked copies of the 


paper. 

“Well, well,” said the publisher, 
and the interview terminated. 

It was quickly followed by an- 
other. Departmental heads were 
summoned, the riot act read, and 
all tie-ups, contests, etc., were or- 
dered cut instanter. 


St. Paul. 

Orpheum got play from golf fans 
who filled galleries for the $10,000 
St. Paul open. Ray O'Connell had 
two cameramen on course 
shooting players and galleries. 

All around the links were signs 
inviting folks to come and see 
themselves at the theatre as well as 
pictures of the stars. Flocks fell for 
the idea. 

No extra cost to house as shots 
were part of newsreel. 


London, Can. 

Loew’s London closed Saturday 
(16) for redecoration to reopen 
Sept. 1. Management undecided on 
policy of three acts and pictures to 
continue. Vaude may go. 

Renovated Walkerville, Ont., the- 
atre, F. P. house, reopened under 
hew name of Tivoli. 


Oklahoma City. 

Harry Niemeyer; assistant man- 
ager for Warner Bros. Midwest, 
did excellent work for “So This Is 
London.” Tie-up with Garrison’s 
undertaking establishment had sev- 
eral ambulances driven around 
town at slow pace with large ban- 
ners on each side reading: “Garri- 
son’s ambulance is rushing to the 
Midwest theatre to pick up those 
who laughed themselves sick see- 
ing Will Rogers in ‘So This Is Lon- 
don.’” 

All of the street cars and busses 
bore both in front and rear placards. 


Uniontown, Pa. 

A local picture, “An American 
Girl’s Diary: Her Visit to Union- 
town,” will be presented at the 
State here early next month. Ar- 
rangements have been completed 
between the Penn-State Amuse- 
ment Co. and Don O, Newland, pro- 
moter, to pull off the stunt. 

Work on picture will be started a 
week from Monday. Ruth King, 
Picture actress, will play the prin- 
cipal role and have as co-star a lo- 
cal young woman chosen by a com- 
— following a popularity con- 
est. 


Louisville. 

A contest for the youngsters was 
inaugurated by Manager Stubble- 
field of the Strand to attract addi- 
tional minor patronage during the 
second week of “Western Front.” 
Goofy-looking pen sketch of Slim 
Summerville in local paper for 
three days. Idea was for children 
under 14 to make funnier. First 
prize, six passes, etc., and two oak- 
lies daily for the funniest drawing. 


San Francisco. 

For 12 days the R-K-O Golden 
Gate has had a flagpole. sitter 
Perched in a chair suspended from 
the pole on the dome of the theatre. 
Gag has drawing attention. Last 
week Manager George Bole hoisted 
another chair and sent up a woman 
barber to shave the sitter. News- 
Papers and film news men went for 
the stunt strong. 


Kansas City. 

One of the sweetest publicity 
pants put over here for some time 
th now in operation to the benefit of 
Newman, The stunt consists of 
of e-up with the Myron Green chain 
th cafeterias and snack shops. On 
a tables in the different eat places 
4ainty table cards tell the customers 
a arrangements have been made 
of rte they can have the benefit 
mace prices at the Newman 
“ i 6.30 each evening except Sun- 

y. Courtesy cards are given out 


by the cashiers as the checks are 
paid which are honored for the re- 
duced fare at the theatre. 

In addition the Green company is 
running large display advertise- 
ments in the dailies telling of the 
plan and, of course, giving the the- 
atre nice display. The plan will 
run a number of weeks. 


Milwaukee. 

Hooking up with the Wisconsin 
“News,” the Alhambra, otherwise 
Ann McDonough, paid cash prizes 
for the individuals who most accu- 
rately guessed what the temperature 
would be when “The Storm” opened. 
Twenty-five words allowed contest- 
ants for their guesses. Official 
weather bureau reading basis for 
awards of $25, $15, and $10 prizes. 
Others won free tickets for the show. 


Dallas. 

On strength of ballyhoo about re- 
turn of “flesh” music, Publix-Palace 
here having Willy Stahl, pit con- 
ductor, organizing male chorus of 
natives to appear on special pro- 
grams. 

Singers plentiful and ambitious 
and Stahl fairly popular with music 
patrons, so idea has its publicity 
value, minus any expense, as the 
songbirds will gladly do their stuff 
for chance on the stage and press 
notice. 


Milwaukee. 

With the coming of “Dixiana” to 
the Palace-Orpheum Aug. 21, pub- 
licity staff is getting space in the 
“News” by a contest. It will give 
some girl selected as hostess for the 
opening a $150 evening ensemble. 
She must be over 18 and unmarried. 
Addition to the ensemble, $50 in 
cash. All she will have to do is act 
as hostess the opening night of the 
show. 

Photos are being sent to the Hos- 
tess Contest, “News.” 


Denver. 
A special preview for all the 
sales girls of all the music stores in 
Denver was the opening gun in the 
exploitation for “In Gay Madrid” 
when that picture showed at the 


‘| Rialto. Plenty of plugging was done 


by them for the music and picture 
before and during the run. Window 
displays were arranged in five music 
store windows at no cost to the 
house, 

Songs from the picture were 
plugged over the radio and by dance 
orchestras two weeks in advance of 
the opening, arranged by the repre- 
sentative of the Robbins Music Co. 


Dallas. 

In exploitation of Bebe Daniels’ 
films here, comes interesting story 
how Bebe, long claimed Dallasite by 
local p. a.’s, was born here at Cycle 
Park, one of Texas’ oldest legit 
stands, 1901, while parents were ap- 
pearing in “Jane,” and how mama 
used Bebe in infant role when only 
2 weeks old. 

Neither parents nor Bebe been 
here since, 


Denver. 

Manager Shuttee of the Rialto 
hooked up with the Safety and Kid- 
dies club of the Denver “Post” dur- 
ing the showing of “The Border Le- 
gion.” A press sheet was cut up 
and a cut made and ran in the 
paper. The first 50 correct solutions 
received free tickets, and hundreds 
of answers were received, altogether 
good for three stories. 

A stage coach was secured and 
was driven around the streets the 
first two days of the run and the 
lobby was dressed up to represent a 
corral. This feature certainly at- 
tracted the young lads. 

Ten thousand “warning” heralds 
were distributed, the copy having to 
do with the fact that the. “Border 
Legion,” a hard-ridin’, straight- 
shootin’, band of lawbreakers would 
be at the Rialto. 


Seattle. 
Ted Champion with the assistance 
of Claire Chevigny put over some 
co-operative advertising and broke 


for news section stories, with the 
opening of “greater talkie” season 
here. These two direct advertising 


for Fox West coast in that burg. 
Earl Crabb, district manager, had 
arranged for street cars to carry all 
people downtown free of charge 
from 9.30 a. m. to 10.30 a. m., and 
again in evening, 6.30 p. m. to 7.30. 
Idea was to bring the folks down- 
town early so they could shop. Lots 
of ballyhoo over the stunt. Stores 
joined in running lines at bottom of 
their advertising, giving the pictures 
and shows a fine break. This was 
the most elaborate free street car 
service the town had ever known. 


San Diego. 

A successful campaign was put 
on by Jack Edwards, manager of 
the R-K-O Orpheum, in connection 
with “Dawn Patrol.” Most original 
feature was the airplane service 
which brought three excursions 
from three nearby towns to San 
Diego to witness the afternoon per- 
formance of the feature. A special 
tie-up with the Yellow Cab Com- 
pany and local flying companies 
provided for the sale of tickets in 
the adjoining towns which were 


good for an airplane ride to the 
landing field, taxi right to the the- 
atre and admission to the theatre. 

Lobby of the theatre was turned 
over to the U. S. Army flying au- 
thorities at San Diego and included 
a unique display of airplanes and 
airplane motors, anti-aircraft guns, 
bombs, ete. Lobby exhibits were 
insured for the sum of $100,000 for 
the period during which they were 
on display. 


San Antonio. 


For Moran and Mack's “Anybody’s 
War,” Buddy Welker, p. a. for Pub- 
lix’ Aztec, hooked up with papers 
on contest to get kids to duplicate 
“Deep Stuff,” pooch hero of film. 

Prize of $2.50 was given kid bring- 
ing dog looking most like film 
canine while owners of 10 other 
dogs resembling “Deep Stuff” re- 
ceived passes to theatre. Prizes 
were also given to owner of best 
looking dog pet and ugliest mutt. 

Papers gave stories on contest 
fairly good play. 


Anniston, Ala. 


One of the stunts by G. E. Hoff- 
man, manager of the Publix-Ritz, 
in advertising “Our Blushing 
Brides,” was a car ballyhoo. Car 
was bedecked with signs, cow bells, 
old shoes and kewpie dolls, a la 
newlyweds. 

Front pennant read “Just Mar- 
ried? No! Just Blushing!” The 
rear sign that covered the whole 
back of the car read: “Just Mar- 
ried? No—Just Blushing! On Our 
Way to See ‘Our Blushing Brides’ 
Starring Joan Crawford — Ritz 
Now.” 


Port Chester, N. Y. 


Bill Michalson, manager of the 
Capitol, kept his attendance above 
normal during the hot days of 
August by a simple bit of exploita- 
tion which cost him $7.50. 

In release Vol. III, No. 90 of Fox 
Movietone News he got the special 
of the Italian earthquake. With 
Port Chester possessing an Italian 
population of 7,000, Michalson 
printed and distributed in the Ital- 
ian section over 3,000 heralds which, 
in Italian, announced the showing 
of the reel at the Capitol and the 
play dates. The sheets brought in 
1,500 Italians who would not other- 
wise have attended his show. 


Hartford. 


A special 12-page section of a 
local newspaper was issued prelim- 
inary to the 25th anniversary pro- 
gram of the Warner Brothers the- 
atres in this city. Photographs of 
every manager of the eight houses 
in addition to general executives of 
the company were shown. 

Scores of local advertisers in dis- 
play space congratulated the organ- 
ization. A huge map of the city 
was shown with black spots on the 
chart indicating Warners’ theatres 
in Hartford. An eight-column ban- 
ner head opened the section with a 
detail review of the Warner organ- 
ization. Boxes announced forth- 
coming presentations. 

The section drew the largest 
crowd in the history of the chain 
in this city. 


Hartford. 


Free tickets to the Strand for the 
“Dawn Patrol” were dropped from 
airplanes previous to the opening 
of the picture. Roofs in the vicin- 
ity of the center of the city were 
crowded and the city hall square 
jammed with men, women and chil- 
dren during the noon hour when the 
stunt was pulled. The city fathers 
held in abeyance a ruling prohibit- 
ing such a stunt over the city. 

A body of men and women of 200, 
members of the Avio Club, partic- 
ipated in a pre-review showing of 
the picture. 


Toledo. 


First National went heavy on ex- 
ploitation for “Dawn Patrol” here 
for the Pantheon. Free tickets were 
given with every plane ride at 
Transcontinental airport. Fastest 
ship at port painted “Dawn Patrol.” 


Rochester, N. Y. 
“Dawn Patrol” given heavy play 
at R-K-O Palace. Opened with 
midnight preview. Raffle of air 
rides to Buffalo and back conducted 


in theatre lobby at 25c. a shot. Spe- 
cial local trailer of “Stunt” Mor- 
rison doing loops and back flops 


filmed by Joe Dunnherr. 


Richmond, Va. 


The newspapers here have gone 
lofty, and decided to cut out all 
forms of theatre publicity other 


than regular reader and “still,” and 
weekly review. No tie-ups possible 
in any form, shape or manner; no 
matter how good, even from @ news 
standpoint. An attempted holdup 
(the McCoy) of Loew’s only made 
the inside. 

Managers are not so pleased, al- 
though Loew’s tis doing biz. 

All theatres have cut down their 
ads and, so far, are sticking to the 
agreement. It may be burning the 
papers but they are sticking it out, 
too. 


Detroit. 
Joe LaRose, connected with Pub- 
lix here, was in the Century theatre 
about six in the evening when the 
lights went haywire, with no imme- 
(Continued on page 55) 


BEHIND THE KEYS 


Denver. 
George S. Baker, formerly man- 


ager, Newton, Kansas City, will 
manage new Paramount here, 
which opens Aug. 29. |. 


Patchen, formerly assistant at Ri- 
alto, Denver, will be his assistant. 
Patchen will be succeeded at the 
tialto by R. R. Adams, formerly 
treasurer at the Denver. 

Top price at the Paramount will 
be 50 cents. Pictures exclusively. 
Lou Goldberg of New York is here 
supervising the publicity for the 
opening. 


Dubuque, Ia, 


The Dreamland has gone sound, 
De Forest phonofilm and phonodisc 
having been installed. Featuring 
“prices the laborer, the small 
owner and renter can afford,” slid- 
ing scale, 10 cents to 25 cents.” 


York, Pa. 


Deeds recorded here convey title 
to the York, Pa., theatre, Lion the- 
atre in Red Lion, Pa., and Hanover 
theatre, Pa.; to the Appell Amuse- 
ment Co., York. This is reported 
to be in accordance with an agree- 
ment by Louis J. Appell to transfer 
the company’s holdings to Warner 
Bros. A court sale petition showed 
that the Warners were to take over 
the properties Aug. 15. 


Davenport, Ia. 
Clifford Rust, assistant manager 
of the Capitol, R-K-O house, the 
past seven years, promoted to man- 
ager of the Palace, R-K-O house, 
Rockford, IL 


Birmingham. 
Clint Lake has been named city 
manager for Publix here, replacing 
Robert C. Frost, who has gone over 
to Fox. Lake was city manager at 
Chattanooga before coming here. 


New York City. 

Tommy Dowd has a third theatre 
now to look after for R-K-O. With 
the 125th St., N. Y., returning to 
stage band shows, Dowd goes back 
there. His other two are Dyker and 
Shore Road, Brooklyn. One is also 
a stage band house. 


New York City. 

Four of the R-K-O galleries in 
Brooklyn went $400 better each on 
their worst day (any day) through 
Doc Joe Lee giving all the “new 
baby” giveaway business. Suckling 
pig stuff. Who got the four pigs 
isn’t thought of over in the bad 
borough. Dr. Lee keeps house, too. 


Jewell, Ia. 

In the town of 940, with but one 
picture house, the population is 
about evenly divided concerning 
Sunday shows, with the edge in 
favor of them. 

Max Motor Co. defrayed the ex- 
penses of the fourth of a series of 
special ballots to determine the 
population's preference for or 
against Sabbath pictures, with the 
last vote being 268 to 238 favoring 

A recent official election started 
this supplementary balloting be- 
cause the town council refused to 
acknowledge the legality of the ref- 
erendum which was voted by many 


RADIO AND U TIE UP 
ON JOINT EXCHANGES 


Another development of the re- 
cent product tie-up between R-K-O 
and Universal is reported a pros- 
pective amalgamation of their re- 
spective film exchanges. 

Such a deal, from accounts, will 
place the Radio Picture offices as 
the release centers for both RP and 
U talkers, with the move naturally 
for economy. 

R-K-O’s present agreement with 
U is for the theatre chain to play 
at least 20 U’s full lengths the com- 
ing season. 


$230,500 Suit Against 
Universal for Lost Leg 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

John Barton, pictures, has filed 
suit for $230,500 against Universal 
for the loss of a leg in an accident 
at the studio last November. 

After a day’s work on the lot 
Barton was boarding a U bus when 
a truck jammed him against it, 
crushing his leg. He charges that 
the studio had negligently left a 
portion of a set encroaching on the 
roadway and obstructing the view. 
He names Joseph M. Neder, truck 
driver, as joint defendant. 


Nat Finston East 
Paramount has brought on Na- 
thaniel Finston, music head, from 
the west coast to do a special or- 
chestration for “Monte Carlo,” open- 
ing at the Rivoli, New York. 


absentee ballots. Because of this 
doubt, the council refused to rescind 
its Sunday closing. 


St. Paul, Minn. 

Earl Palm is out as assistant 
manager of Paramount, replaced by 
D. N. Fuller from the Strand. Two 
new treasurers—W. B. Garver at 
the Tower and Jay Bowlin at the 
Riviera, 

R-K-O moving in a crew Sept. 1 
to fix up the Orpheum main floor. 
Reopening of President for films 
still in the air. 


Detroit. 
R-K-O has appointed Arthur 
Frudenfeld city manager here for 
the three houses. Oriental is to be 
called the R-K-O Downtown. Others 
are Uptown and Temple, 


Canton, O. 
After experimenting with dra- 
matic stock with film two months, 
Frank Phelps, of Warners’ Palace, 
made it all pictures, with Al Brown 
at organ and team of girl har- 
monizers in pit. 


Denver. 
George Baker, manager Newman, 
will manage new Paramount, open- 
ing Aug. 29. Ralph H. Ayer, Den- 
ver, will shift to the Newman, 


Charles Brennan, former Newark 
manager for Warner Bros., has 
signed with Fox Theatres as p. a 
at the Fox, Philadelphia, 


Hartford, 

Henry Needles appointed man- 
ager of the Hartford district of 
Warner Brothers’ theatres, which 
includes Hartford, Springfield, 
Mass., Bristol, New Britain, Mid- 
dletown and Manchester. Other 
changes are the transfers of Walter 
J. Fitzsimmons from the Regal and 
Princess to manager of the Rialto; 
B. S. Rogin from assistant manager 
to manager of the Strand; Israel 
Shamecup to manager of the Regal; 
C. M. Maxfield, manager of the Co- 
lonial; Nathaniel Treske, manager 
of the Lenox; Francis Morin, now 
manager of the Central; Edmund 
Keleher, manager of the Princess, 
and J. A. Callahan, manager of the 
Lyric. All the theatres are in Hart- 
ford. 

teported that Ben Finn, former 
manager of the Strand, will be- 
come supervisor of publicity in New 
England with headquarters in New 
Haven. 


Richmond, Va. 
National, formerly Wilmer & Vin- 
cent vaude house, reopens under 
Loew's operation with Al Jolson's 
“Big Boy” Aug. 25. 


Hammond, Ind. 
Paramount-Publix has opened its 
first theatre here, Paramount. Seats 
2,000. 
Warner is reported dickering for 
the Parthenon and Orpheum, owned 
by Sam Kleige. 


New York City. 

Johnny Osborne, former Fox 
Academy manager, who has been 
getting a line on how Publix houses 
are conducted by doing some close 
observing at the Par, Brooklyn, has 
been assigned to managerial duty 
for Publix in its newly-acquired 
Comerford houses in Scranton, Pa. 

Osborne left Tuesday (19) and 
for the present will look after the 
West Side picture house there. 


London, Can. 
Grand Opera House, third Fa- 
mous Players house here opening 
Sept. 1 with talkers. Entire house 
renovated and gallery removed. 
Formerly only legit house in city. 


Providence. 
With prices of 10-15c at all times 
the Bijou, formerly Empire, opens 
here Thursday (21). Second 2d run 
for downtown Providence. Rialto, 
Fay owned, other. 


Jewell, Ia. 
After balloting on Sunday shows 
for 4th time, Jewell approved them 
by majority of 31 votes. Town 
has one picture house and 950 pop- 
ulation. 
Chicago. 
Western changes in R-K-O bring 
A. J. Rust from Davenport, Ia. to 
Rockford, Ill. where he succeeds 
Nevin McCord, who moves to 
Davenport. Walter Risley, ass’t. at 
Orpheum, Recckford, became mana- 
ger of Majestic, Springfield, Ill, 


Baltimore. 

Rivoli, closed two months, may 
reopen Sept. 1. First scheduled to 
reopen early in August; cooling in- 
stallation reason for extension. 
City will have two new neighbor- 
hood houses this winter. Both are 
thousand seaters and minus or- 
gans. Durkee, prominent in local 
neighborhood houses, sponsoring 
them. Names: Patterson and Lynd- 
hurst. John J. Zink, architect. 


Birmingham. 

Bernard Buchheit, assistant man. 
ager Strand here, promoted to 
manager of the Strand, Montgom- 


ery, Ala. 
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EVEN 


UNNIER 


CRACKERS” 


Remember the records smashed by “The Cocoanuts”! Now the merry, mad stars of that 


clean-up are back in an even madder and merrier mirth-quake —“Animal Crackers”. From 
their latest stage success that kept Broadway broad-grinning for over a year and mopped up 
on the road. Directed by Victor Heerman. Based. 6n the comedy by George S. Kaufman, 
Morrie Ryskind, Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby. | 


GIANT GIFT 
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THE 


BOX OFFICE TONIC 
FOR THE ENTIRE PICTURE 
IN DUSTRY? Just what we need to bring mobs 


piling into theatres. To send them out laughing and satis- 


| fied, resolved to come again. To send receipts soaring up 
¢ to boom-time figures! That’s “ANIMAL CRACKERS”! And 
that’s the opinion of every showman who has seen it at pre- 


views. A big, joyous festival of fun that will please all kinds 


of men, women and children right down to their toes! One oy 
| of those rare surefire naturals that makes a barrel of dough , 
| for everybody. And coming just at the right time! CASH IN! ROTH 


THEATRE PROSPERITY! 
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CRITICS ACCLAIM 


HOWARD HUGHES’ 


Thrilling Air Spectacle 


“Bound to be the talk of the town 
...represents for sheer magnitude, sheer 
destruction and thrills, probably the 
high peak of the cinematic air circuses 
.»-most thrilling of the whole long line 


of aviation films.” 
—John S. Cohen; Jr., N.Y. Sun 


“It left this observer gasping...There 
is no denial of the majesty of the scenes 
we LO attempt to describe that dog fight 
of the air in a few wotds would be to 
do an injustice as chapters could be 
written... such air spectacles are rare 
and far between.” —N.Y: American 


“‘Hell’s Angels,’ the most expensive film 
in the history of motion pictures... tre- 


mendously effective.” 
—Rose Pelswick, Eve. Journal 


“Let’s give a roufid of applause for the 
production’s superb battle shots. Never 
before has the war in the air been 
fought so realistically...One feels oneself 
a part of the action. And that means 
it’s all mighty thrilling...” 

—Irene Thirer, Daily News 


“*Hell’s Angels’ quite surpasses any- 
thing else that has been done...justifies 
the vast sums of money spent on it in 
the sheer opulence of its aerial photog- 
raphy... is thrilling and awesome beyond 
description...not a moment which doés 
not carry realism to the ultimate 
degree.’ ’ Thornton Delehanty, N.Y. Eve. Post 


AT THE 


GAIETY 


Broadway—46th Street 


Prices: @ Daily Mats: 


TWICE DAILY 2:30and 8:30 
3 SHOWS SUNDAY 3, 6 and 8:45 


“Howard Hughes has produced an avia- 
tion spectacle the like of which has not 
previously: been seen on the screen 
... breath-taking and thrilling beyond 
description...Not for a long time have 


I seen anything as enthralling.” 
—William Boehnel, N. Y. Telegram 


“Magnificently photographed and con- 
taining scenes that have never been 
approached... Majestically brilliant... 


superb.” 
—Richard Watts, Jr., N. Y. Herald-Tribune 


“ ‘Hell’s Angels’. . . absorbing and 
exciting ... These air scenes, with the 
crashing of flaming planes, have never 


been matched on the screen.” 
 Mordaunt Hall, N. Y. Times 


“The most impressive spectacle which 
this type of picture has yet offered... 
most beautiful shots and thrilling ac- 


tion the movies have yet built.” 
—Julia Shawell, Eve. Graphic 


“It has been many years since Broadway 
has seen so dramatic a love story as 
found in ‘Hell’s Angels.’ This romantic 
tale has the most powerful climax ever 
given a talking picture. Jean Harlow 
is a screen discovery that is soon to be 
the greatest star of them all. Ben Lyon 
scales heights never before, achieved 
in talking pictures, and. James Hall is 


equally effective.” 
—William Griffin, Editor Sunday Enquire 


AT THE 


CRITERION 


Broadway—44th Street 


50c, 75¢c, $1. 00 All Nights 25, $1.00, $1.50, $2.00, $2.50 
Saturday, Sunday and Holiday Mats. 50c, 75c, $1.00, $1.50 


Midnight Show Saturday Night at 11:45 


Now being booked throughout the the world as a road show under direction Hell’s Angels 


Road Show Company, offices 1540 Broadway, New York City. Phone Bryant 4305-4307 
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Bankers’ Warner Optimism 


(Continued from page 5) 
filiated with the brokerage house of 
Newbureer, Henderson & Loeb. At 
first it was believed that the latter 
firm also had a part in the new 
financing. This proved groundless 
with Rossheim’s resignation. 

Reports current that Richard A. 
Rowland, ex-general manager, is 
coming into the Warner or First 
National line-up through his and 
the original company’s relations 
with Hayden-Stone, are _ also 
groundless. Rowland completely 
sold out all interest at the time 
of the deal. 

Bankers’ Position 

The position of the bankers is of 
equal interest. Goldman-Sachs ma- 
jors in the new flotation. Through 
G-S’s inducement, Hayden - Stone 
entered the underwriting, but this 
pecause of no existent relation with 
the Brothers. That, according to 
inside, ended in January, 1929, when 
the Brothers retired the firm’s pre- 
ferred stock, aggregating in money 
$2,500,000. Spyros Skouras, Warner 
theatre head, is also credited for 
interesting H. S. 

Hayden-Stone’s sole present rela- 
tion with the Warners, meriting 
representation on the board, is 
claimed by banker informants to 
be a secondary part in the current 
$15,000,000 issue. 

Goldman-Sachs, the first financier 
of the Brothers, is taking the ag- 
gressive now. From that company, 
which refuses to reveal its actual 
strength in the Warner organiza- 
tion—declining Monday to answer 
the question of whether it is such 
as to constitute present control— 
comes the declaration of confidence 
in the Warner Brothers in their 
present posts; also the assurance 
that the existent executive policy 
will continue with the Warner boys 
having full say. 

No Financial Embarrassment 


Terse denial that the new finan- 
cial move is made because the 
Warner organization is financially 
embarrassed is also made at the 
Goldman-Sachs headquarters, at 
which Harry Warner, following the 
meeting of the directorate over 
which he presided in the Warner 
home office last Thursday, issued 
the announcement to stockholders 
and the press. 

The denial ridicules any possi- 
bility of the new directorate curb- 
ing any of the Warners’ many sub- 
sidiaries. The flotation as voted 
more than takes care of commit- 
ments, it is claimed, with the stock- 
holder statement reviewed from its 
declaration as of Aug. 1, when the 
totaled current assets were ap- 
proximated at $41,000,000 and the 
liabilities as under $17,000,000. 

Most of the Warner commitments, 
it is gathered, are for theatre con- 
S8truction. Of others, it is declared 
that all but $750,000 of a $1,500,000 
debt to Tobis-Klangfilm, the Ger- 
man patents people, has been paid. 
The latter amount is in long term 
notes, and is for validation of the 
patents which the Germans’ vic- 
tory, in the talker patent confer- 
ence with the American electrics 
recently at Paris, achieved. When 
the brothers entered into the deal 
with Tobis months before, another 
sum of $1,000,000 in cash was paid 
for prior interests. 

No Additional Borrowing 

With the new loan, spokesman 
for the brothers stated this week 
that the Warner enterprises are 
how in such a position that no 
additional borrowing is even con- 
templated. As to. slashing in 
departments, the first elean-out is 
Claimed the last. What may follow 
in the next few weeks and months 
Will ‘be simply a lightening of tem- 
Porary execs and employes who 
Were taken on during emergency 
Periods of expansion. These are con- 
Sidered abnormal jobs by spokes- 
men and their holders, or most of 
them, are declared to have under- 
Stood their temporary nature at the 
time engaged. 

department illustrating this 
a of iet-out is that of theatre 

Cquisitioning. Over 100 people 
Non taken on by all departments 
oh ng the brothers’ rush for the- 

€s. With this over many have 
Dy and are being let out. 
au espite the new order of things 
racts entered into by the 
will oy during their growing days 

Th € consummated. 
deal for the 60 Crescent 
te Sag the south will be closed 
Pe a d for Sept. 2, it was stated 

at ‘wed (19). Other propositions 

th §00d to the brothers, as 
© past, will be considered and 

Den On, it was added. 
shaping up of things 

“i, the figure of J. J. Raskob 


is more mystic to Warner insiders 
than ever before. Whether he has 
sold or is holding or buying up an- 
other huge block Warnerites, who 
usually know, didn’t know and were 
frank to concede that the Radio 
cloud is still on their horizon. They 
were just as quick to spike reports 
which later, according to the rec- 
ord, proved false; that Paramount 
had injected a financial feeler 
through Kuhn-Loeb. The latter 
firm is not a party in any way to 
the augmented financial set-up, it 
was claimed in New York and on 
the Street Monday. That report 
may have started through Dick 
Hoyt and Sid Kent as co-directors 
in several companies. 


Another angle which has aroused 
the vigilance of those within is the 
next session of the brothers and 
Western Electric over “those arbi- 
tration proceedings.” This’ is 
scheduled to come up in September 
after a lapse over the summer. 
These proceedings have dragged on 
the past two years. According to 
sources uptown, the brothers have 
not yet even started to figure what 
the damages will total, but conceded 
it will run into millions. 


Discs Plus Soundtrack | 


Contrary to reports that a part 
of the brothers’ “curtailment of ex- 
pansion” program will be the elim- 
ination of the disc system of re- 
cording, executives stated that 
sound on film is being introduced 
only to save the smaller exhibitor 
the price of disc freightage. The 
disc system will continue in all of 
the brothers’ largest houses, it was 
stated. 

In the official announcement to 
preferred and common stockholders 
of Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., the 
following paragraph is the only one 
ir. boldface type: 

“Holders of preferred stock of the 
corporation will not be entitled as 
such to subscribe to any part of 
this offering. They may, however, 
convert their preferred stock into 
common stock and after such con- 
version, as the holders of common 
stock of record on August 25, 1930, 
will receive the subscription war- 
rants entitling them to participate 
therein.” 


The Warner Declaration 
The declaration, which is signed 
by Harry Warner, also contains the 
following information about the 
Warner enterprises: 

“During the past five years 
your Corporation has_ been 
brought forward from a posi- 
tion in the industry wherein its 
activities were primarily de- 
voted to the production of 
silent pictures, to that of a 
major corporation producing, 
distributing and_ exhibiting the 
program of Warner Bros., 
First National and Vitaphone 
pictures and the operation of a 
chain of approximately 700 
theatres located throughout the 
United States. Today Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Inc., ranks as 
one of the largest amusement 
companies in the world. We 
have acquired four of the 
largest muSic publishing com- 
panies in the country and oc- 
cupy a dominant position in 


that field. We have acquired 
the phonograph record and 
radio departments of The 


Brunswick - Balke - Collender 
Company, thus eliminating the 
necessity of having our Vita- 
phone records pressed by others 
and materially helping both our 
producing and musical depart- 
ments. We have materially in- 
creased our strength in the pat- 
ent field, being in the position 
today of sharing in the royalties 
aid by almost all others both 
at home and abroad. Almost 
all of this expansion was ac- 
complished by the issuance of 
additional securities, either 
stock or funded indebtedness. 
“Since March 1, 1930, we have 
issued or contracted to issue 
(exclusive of this offering of 
rights) 248,717 shares of com- 
mon stock for property at an 
average price of $59.81 per 
share and $17,204,500 face valué 
of optional 6% convertible 
debentures, series due 1939, at 
an average price of $102.20. 
We believe that the properties 
so acquired were conservatively 
priced. With few exceptions we 
have not yet received the bene- 
fits from these acquisitions; the 
results should be apparent be- 
ginning with the first quarter 
of our next fiscal year. 
“Although we contemplate 
the necessity of acquiring or 
building additional theatres, 
from time to time, in various 
localities where we are not rep- 
resented or cannot obtain rep- 
resentation, our task now is to 
co-ordinate the various prop- 
erties and units which we have 
brought together and weld them 


into one co-ordinated organiza- 
tion. 


“On Aug. 1, 1930, the corpora- 
tion retired $1,164,000 principal 
amount of optional 6% con- 
vertible debentures, series due 
1939, in accordance with the 
provisions of the indenture 
covering this issue. Including 
the securities of the corpora- 
tion to be issued for properties 
now contracted for and the 
755,000 shares of common stock 
now being offered to stockhold- 
ers, the approximate outstand- 
ing capitalization of the cor- 
poration will consist of $42,963,- 
000 principal amount of optional 
6% convertible debentures, 
series due 1939; $65,827,000 
principal amount of subsidiary 
funded indebtedness, 103,129 
shares of preferred stock and 
3,826,969 shares of common 
stock. 


“Price, Waterhouse & Co. will 
within the next few days com- 
plete their regular quarterly 
audit covering the third quarter 
and the nine months ended May 
31, 1930, which audit is expected 
to show for the nine months 
earnings after depreciation and 
Federal income taxes, of ap- 
proximately $11,750,000, or ap- 
proximately $4 per share on the 
2,823,796 shares of common 
stock outstanding on May 31, 
1930. The last quarter of the 
year includes the months of 
June, July and August, when 
motion picture receipts are nor- 
mally ata minimum. The nor- 
mal seasonal decline in the cro- 
poration’s business has been ac- 
centuated this year by the cur- 
rent business recession and by 
the abnormally warm weather 
with the result that operations 
for the current quarter ending 
Aug. 31, 1930, are expected to 
result in a loss, 


‘In view of the current de- 
crease in profits, coming at a 
time of large capital expendi- 
tures, the board of directors at 
a meeting held last week 
deemed it advisable to omit the 
dividend on the common stock. 
The regular quarterly dividend 
of 55c. per share on the pre- 
ferred stock was declared pay- 
able Sept. 1, 1930, to stockhold- 
ers of record Aug. 18, 1930. 

“In line with its policy of the 
past few years, the corporation 
has during the last six months 
of its fiscal year concentrated 
on the production of pictures 
for the new season, with the re- 
sult that by Sept. 15 sixty of 
the seventy pictures to be re- 
leased in the season 1930-31 
will have been completed and 
paid for. This will enable the 
corporation, as in past years, 
to curtail its production ex- 
penditures until the beginning 
of the production season of 
1931-32.” 


Film Men Think Angels” 
Gross $6,000,000—Dual Bway Opening 


Long Run Betting 


Betting has started along 
Broadway, odds at even, as to 
the long distance runner with 
“Hell's Angels,’ between the 
Gaiety ard Criterion. 

So far the Criterion appears 
to be the favorite, through it 
being better established as a 
$2 film house. 

Howard Hughes has each 
theatre for six months. It is 
said he is paying $3,000 weekly 
for the Criterion and $5,000 for 
the Gaiety. Criterion has 70° 
more seats than the other. 


FINKELSTEIN’S SON 
LEAVES PUBLIX, MINN. 


Though declared not a part of the 
Publix economy program’ under 
Way, one payroll elimination in the 
higher operating ranks in the field 
is the resignation of Harold Fin- 
kelstein, assistant to Division Man- 
ager L. J. Ludvig in the Minneap- 
olis zone. 

Finkelstein, a son of Moe Finkel- 
stein of F. & R., who sold to Pub- 
lix, is reputed wealthy in his own 
right and felt there was not enough 
for him to do to warrant remaining 
as Ludvig's assistant. As a result 
there is no successor. 

Report that Ben Friedman and 
Eddie Ruben were parting with 
Publix is untrue. 

Thus far the Publix economy 
drive has not struck hard at the 
higher-salaried men in the direct 
theatre operating setup, with Pub- 
lix attempting to bring about pay- 
roll saving desired more through 
elimination of assistant managers, 
district advertising men, ushers 
and others. In the home office 
some high-salaried men have been 
affected. 

Many chief ushers and about 15 
district advertising men were taken 
off the payroll from various divi- 
sions. Some of the latter have 
been made theatre managers. 


The Social Side of Filmdom 


(in the East) 


“Variety” will attempt to make this a weekly department, taking 
in all and every social club in the eastern picture field, if possible. 
Any omissions should be reported. , 


Warner Club will hold its first 
meeting of the new season during 
the first week in September. New 
officers will be elected. Following 
the meeting the club will start off 
on six cylinders to canvass all War- 
ner Offices throughout the states for 
additional members. It will be a 
drive for 100% Warner representa- 
tion. 

Members of the club are looking 
forward to this meeting, as it will 
be followed by a dance at the Roof 
Garden and Butterfly Room of the 
Hotel Pennsylvania. 

U’s Dinner Dance 

Universal Club, of 300 home of- 
fice employees, plans big things for 
its dinner-dance at the Hotel Astor 
in November. Executive committee 
got together Friday at the call of 
Herman Stern, club president, and 
subscribed for 280 tickets in a few 
minutes at this one meeting alone. 

Astor Hotel is co-operating with 
the club in the creation and set- 
ting for the affair to make it quite 
unique. 


F. A. C. Oct. 8 

Next Fox Atheletic Club get-to- 
gether and dance is scheduled to be 
held Wednesday evening, Oct. 8, at 
the Ann Morgan Hotel. Details on 
the annual Fox bowling tournament, 
basketball and indoor swimming 
contests will be duly announced. 


Warner Club came first in the 
Film Baseball League—bottom side 
up! 


40 Girl Tennis Players 
Fox crowned Walter Robert Hicks 
its tennis champion for the second 
consecutive year when he ploughed 
through a field of 64 to win the 
finals from R. B. Simonson, former 


Fox tennis king. Score of 6—2, 
6—2, 6—1. 
In the women’s tennis division, 


Ethel Greenstein emerged victor. 


about the coming Inter-Film League 


New York City at the National Pub- 


ary. 


new members enrolled under the 
club’s 
August to date. 


She defeated Gladys Wanless in the 
finals, 6—1, 6—0. 

Over 40 girls in the tournament, 
the largest number of femme play- 
ers in the Club’s tennis record. 


Getting Hunk 
Warner Club is all worked up 
basketball contest and declare they 


stand a great chance of copping. 
’Twon't be like the baseball tourna- 


ment, the Warnerites aver with 
vehemence. Team is now in the 
formation. 
Fixing 
E. H. Collins, president of the 
Fox A. C., announces that the an- 
nual dinner-dance of the Fox Film 


Corporation and Fox theatres, 
sponsored by the Fox A. C., will be 
held in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Hotel Commodore, Saturday even- 
ing, Feb. 28, next. 

Preparing far ahead so the mem- 
bers can train for the good time. 

Although “Carry On,” the Warner 
theatre house organ, has been dis- 
continued, “Club News” will con- 
tinue with the same pep. 


Walter Hicks, Fox tennis cham- 
pion, will play in the doubles for 


lic Parks Tournament at Washing- 
ton Park this week. 

(Movie) Tone boy makes good! 

Warners’ Annual Frolic 

As soon as Warners’ first club 
meeting is over they are going to 
start casting tor their “New Gaie- 
ties,” to be done sometime in Janu- 
It’s an annual and okay. 


Home office membership in the 
Fox A. C. now totals 1,142, with 61 


blue and gold banner in 


The Gilbert Chili 


Showing no consideration for the 


sociate producer; 


Punctuating by applause a wallop 
of a picture, easily topping all 
aviation pictures made, “Hell’s An- 
gels” opened zoomingly' Friday 
(15) at the Criterion and _ the 
Gaiety, Broadway’s first twin pre- 
miere, at the unusual top scale 
of $2.50. Opening night’s  invi- 
tation exhibition was scaled at 


$11, with enough sap autograph 
chasers in the Criterion audi- 
ence to force conclusion 


that not a few cash customers 
were numbered among those il 
buckers, at least so far as the 
Broadway and 44th street house was 
concerned, 

Word had gone out that the Crit 
was to be the so-called “class” of 
both houses, and if the boys and 
girls were gonna give up that kind 
of dough they were not to be 
blamed by picking on this house. 

If Mr. Oil-Well Hughes doesn’t 
care whether he gets his $4,000,000 
back, they’re not obligated to weep 
for him, and strictly as a celluloid- 
and-sound product it’s something 
they can sell at fancy prices. It’s 
one of those pictures which has en- 
gaged the public consciousness as 
no other previous film production 
has done before. This “Hell’s An- 
gels’”-mindedness is bound to pyra- 
mid as the months go by. 


“Class” Aura There 


So far as the Criterion premiere 
of the twin openings were con- 
cerned, the “class” aura of the 
ballyhoo was sustained by several 
factors, including the expected ritz 


(Continued on page 64) 


LOOP 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 


R-K-O will vacate Aaron Jones’ 
Woods theatre when its lease ex- 
pires Sept. 30. 

After that date the R-K-O State- 
Lake will play pictures only, and 
vaudefilm, current, will continue 
at the R-K-O Palace. 

This move will leave R-K-O with 
its two original loop houses. Woods 
is the R-K-O run picture house, 
with Palace and State-Lake each 
playing vaudfilm. 

The State-Lake has played the 
combination show since opening. It 
is on State street, directly opposite 
the ace B&K Chicago theatre, also 
playing pictures. Around the cor- 
ner is the B&K Oriental with pic- 
tures and stage presentation. Mov- 
ing the vaude out of the State- 
Lake leaves that section on the 
stage end wholly to B&K. 

Palace before its present policy 
played R-K-O straight vaude. It’s 
on a side street and must pull in 
all of its patronage. State street 
is Chicago’s star thoroughfare. 


Craft Ill; Off Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


After starting direction on “See 
America Thirsty” for Universal, 
William J. Craft is off the picture, 
forced out through illness and or- 
dered away for a two months’ rest. 
Picture will be completed by the 
co-direction of Albert DuMond, ac- 
Edward Luddy 
and Vince Moore. 


TRAILER CO.S WON’T OPPOSE 

The United Trailer Service, re- 
cently formed with backing by 
Komp Film Lab, will not attempt 
to buck Nativnal, although equipped 
at a cost in excess of $160,000 to 
make trailers. 

United, it is understood, will go in 
more for laboratory work, dubbing, 
and commercial contracts with one 
now involving $1,000,000 reported in 
negotiation. 


him, Jack Gilbert, president of the 
Warner Club, went for the marital 
knot. And no Warner “looker” 
either. Maybe that’s not a burn! 


Chesty Basebailers 
With the baseball pennant of the 
Film League finally won, the champ 
Fox bunch is out after any new 
league. May play a little world 
series of its own with the winner 


Warner beauts who were soft over 


of the Bankers’ League. 
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| Consistent! 
One big hit after 
another in 
First National’s 
Squadron Of 
Hits... Every 
picture a BIG 
picture. 


Your First Na- 
tional exchange 
manager has 
thirteen ready- 


. 


to-show pictures | 
fo prove a a 


FIRST 
NATIONAL 
IS FIRST 


Washington and Pittsburgh. “From 
manner in which last night’s audie 
went after it, First National has a bor: di 
office draw,” Pittsburgh Press. “Pack! 

plenty of laughs,” Gazette. 


HIT-AFTER-HIT WEEK: 
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Flying to sensational box- 
office heights from coast to 
coast. Hundreds of records in 
_ its wake. Seventh week at 
Winter Garden, New York and 
equalled record-breaking first 
week business. 


ad 


Walter Huston’s greatest char- 
acterization. Better than the 
famous stage play. Most un- . 
} usual blending of comedy, 
drama and pathos the screen 
has ever known. With a great 
supporting cast to doubly in- 
sure it. 


Best summer business on rec- 
ord at Warner Brothers Holly- 
wood Theatre in Los Angeles. 
‘Provides both a thrill and a 
laugh,” L. A. News. “Beaches 
will miss some of their patrons,“” 
L. A. Examiner. shouldn't be 
missed,” L. A. Record. 


Belasco’s world-famous play 
with Ann Harding as the girl. 
Seven stirring anti-climaxes. 
And one big climax the world 
will never forget. Truly, a 
golden box-office hit. 


JAMES RENNIE HABBY BAN NISTER 


A FIRST 
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The GREATEST PRODUCT 

EVER CREATED THE HAND MAN 

SINCE PICTURES WERE FIRST MADE 
are now being released 


UNITED ARTISTS 


Get a happy eyeful of these sensational record breakers 


RONALD COLMAN 


Samuel Goldwyn’s sensational presentation. The greatest box-office attraction this great showmanship team has ever made. 
Supported by Kay Francis and David Torrence. Praised by critics and public as his finest picture. A tremendous hit everywhere. 
New York, Cleveland, San Francisco, Portland, Detroit and other cities pay in big grosses in spite of heat wave to see this one. 


LOTTERY BRIDE 


Joseph M. Schenck presents Arthur Hammerstein's thrilling operetta with Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Chisholm, Joe E. Brown, 
Zasvu Pitts, John Garrick. Music by Rudolph Friml. John W. Considine, Jjr., General Production Manager. Scenes in Technicolor. 
The most stupendous drama with music ever produced.“ An intense story of strong appeal from start to finish. 


D. W. “ABRAHAM 


LINCOLN 


The story of a Man. The Wonder Picture of the Age. Greater than the “Birth of a Nation,” with Walter Huston and Una Merkel. 
Also Hobart Bosworth, Henry B. Walthall, Kay Hammond, Frank Campeau, lan Keith. Adaptation and dialogue by Stephen 
Vincent Benet. Presented by Joseph M. Schenck. . 


Gala World Premiere at $2. top, Central Theatre, New York. The most important motion picture released in fifteen years. 


EDDIE 

CANTOR 
Florenz Ziegfeld and Samuel Goldwyn Presentation. Screendom’s mightiest contribution to motion picture entertainment. As the 
Motion Picture News says: “Will hit heavy when it reaches the theatres. Cantor is going to tear them right out of their seats. 


Gorgeous scenery, beautiful girls, tuneful music and fast tempo picture. Should turn in substantial runs and business.” From the 
musical comedy by William Anthony McGuire. Directed by Thornton Freeland. 


HAROLD 


Henry King Production with Una Merkel, John Holland and big cast. Presented by Inspiration Pictures, Inc., and Sol Lesser. The 
book that has gone over the 2,000,000 sale mark. The greatest melodrama of any year. Worth the price of admission alone 
to see Una Merkel of whom the New York critics say: “A new personality who is bound to soar to an enviable eminence.” 


and there’s 12 more Big Ones to Come 


UNITED ARTISTS 


have the greatest ATTRACTIONS ever released in this business 
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Wednesday, August 20, 1930 “ 


Circuits Standing Together 
~ Against Unions’ New Demands: 
Just Now Looks Like Trouble 


Chances for a battle between 
wtage hands and the five major op- 
erators, Publix, Warners, R-K-O, 
Fox and Loew, appear almost cer- 
tain with efforts on Monday (18) 
to reach an expected agreement 
ending in adjournment at 3 a. m., 
with neither side reported willing 
to effect a compromise. The circuit 
committee and the union went to 
bat again yesterday (Tuesday) at 
10 a. m. Up to this press time, 
they had not reached a settlement. 

The big five of the circuit op- 
erato®ms stand united, with a “gen- 
tlemen’s agreement” they will stick 
for lower overhead on stage hands 
and operators. It is reported from 
the inside that stage policies will 
be thrown out, with elimination 
wherever dared, if unable to reach 
satisfactory terms with stage hands, 
and that the possibility of closing 
up straight picture houses is not re- 
mote unless the operators are will- 
ing to meet the circuits half way. 

Greatest Problem 

Although there seems to be some 
tendency to discredit the determina- 
tion of such large operators as Pub- 
lix to see the fight through with the 
stage hands, an official calls the 
union problem so far as its econ- 
omy program is concerned, the 
greatest it has on its hands. 

In other circuit quarters where 
vaude is not extensively used the 
present scrap with the unions is 
characterized as “a case of what the 
chains are willing to give” rather 


(Continued on page 48) 


EXHIB SUES FOX FOR 
$250,000 BECAUSE— 


Brockton, Mass., Aug. 19. 

Fox Films has been sued for 
$250,000 here by David Stoneman, 
just because the Stoneman com- 
pany, Interstate Theatre Corp., did 
not secure the Fox product for this 
city. 

Interstate is playing Fox in its 
other towns. Locally Paramount 
has it. Last season Stoneman got 
the Fox pictures, one year out of 
several he secured them. 

Stoneman is the same who was 
interested with William Fox in the 
Boston Fox theatre site that never 
came through as a theatre. Stone- 
man sued in that matter, also, ask- 
ing $75,000 just because. 


WB’s Final Pair 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Warners’ last two pictures before 
the shutdown went into production 
last week. “50 Million Frenchmen” 
got started Wednesday and “Ex- 
Mistress” Saturday. 
_ Both pictures are scheduled for 
completion by September 20. 


Lupe’s Sp.-Eng. Versions 

Lupe Velez will continue on 
through the Spanish version of 
“East Is West,” which Universal is 
Starting immediately upon comple- 
tion of the English. 

Jose Crespo, Spanish actor, will 
Play opposite Miss Velez in the for- 
eign version. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Walter C. Kelly 
James A. Grainger. 
Maxine Kohlmar. 
Ben Blue 

Jack Warner 

Sid Grauman 

Dr. Lee DeForest. 
M. A. Schlesinger. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Washington Pezet.- 
Melville A. Shauer. 
William LeBaron. 
Bruno Graenichstaedten. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Goulding. 

Otis Skinner, 

Joe Donahue. 

Henry Spitzer. 
Rosetta Duncan. 

Nat Finston. 

Bobby Crawford. 
Mary Crawford. 

Tom Gallery. 


[FIRST TEXAN FILM CO. 
ORG. BY JOHN KIRBY 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

Charter been granted for first 
Texas owned film producing com- 
pany, Texas Pictures, Ine. “to 
manufacture and sell motion pic- 
tures.” Stock, 250,000 shares, no 
par, and whole thing backed by 
John H. Kirby, Houston lumber 
millionaire, noted for gifts to col- 
leges. Purpose of firm, not offi- 
cially stated, evidently about same 
as that of recently defunct Pan 
American, Hollywood, history epics 
of Lone Star state. Have been sev- 
erel dickerings along this line, in- 
volving D. W. Griffith and James 
Cruze. 

However, this first time real cash 
involved in scheme of this sort, 
with all other attempted projects 
flopping. 

Offices of new firm in Houston and 
Ft. Worth, thus covering entire state 
for tie-up purposes. 

Like the other promoters, looks 
like producers expect historic senti- 
ment on part of Texans to guaran- 
tee initial production expense. 


$200,000 FIRE DAMAGE 


Fanchon & Marco’s Scenic Studio 
Razed—Partial Insurance 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Fanchon & Marco’s scenic 
studio burned to the ground here 
yesterday (Monday). Loss was es- 
timated at $200,000, partially cov- 
ered by insurance. 

Building was once the film studio 
of the old Essanay. 


Gallo’s “Pagliacci” 


Fortune Gallo, who with his Au- 
dio-Cinema produced a seven-reel 
feature of “Pagliacci” in Italian, 
sailed Aug. 16 on the “Aquitania” 
for Europe to dispose of its foreign 
rights. He will adjust several roy- 
alty wrinkles on the continent, 
where the opera is still protected 
by copyright extensions. 

Film will be released in America 
later in the year, 


Par’s Wagon in Parade 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Gary Cooper and Mary Brian have 

been assigned the leads in “Fighting 


Caravans,”. Paramount’s western 
special, which goes into production 
next month. 
Ernest Torrence is also cast. 
Director is Otto Brower. 


P-P’S 3 NEW ONES 


P-P expands in Texas this fall 
by opening of one new house and 
the reopening of an old one. Latter 
is the Paramount, in Austin, for- 
merly known as the Majestic. House 
will reopen Sept. 5. 

New house is the Plaza, 
Paso, to open Sept. 12. 

Garrick (P-P), Duluth, which 
closed for repairs July 31, is sched- 
uled for reopening Aug. 22. 


in El 


GEO. HARVEY’S AGENCY 


George Harvey, former publicity 
head of Pathe and recently with the 
Warners, has opened an agency of 
his own at 1674 Broadway, in part-. 
nership with Herb Jaediker. 

Harvey, who has 15 years of ad- 
vertising and publicity experience, 
is specializing in an art and adver- 
tising service. 


Niblo’s Jr’s Script 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., is at Columbia 
as a writer. He is writing the 
script of “Criminal Code.” 

Robert Tasker, who was employ- 
ed by Metro as technical advisor on 
“The Big House,” has been en- 
gaged by Columbia for the same 


job on “Code.” 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week Aug. 22 


Capitol—“Romance” (Metro). 
Globe—“Rain or Shine (Co- 
Paramount — “Anybody’s 
Woman” (Par). 


Rialto— “Animal Crackers” 
(Par). 
Roxy — “Journey's End” 
(Tiff). 
Strand—“Matrimonial Bed" 
CWB). 
Week Aug. 29 


Capitol—“Romance” (Metro). 
Globe—“Dixiana” (Radio). 
Paramount — “Let's Go 
Native” (Par). 
Roxy—“The Storm” (U). 
Rivoli—‘“‘Monte Carlo” (Par). 
Strand—“Top Speed” (WB). 
Winter Garden — “Big Boy” 
CWB). 


$2 Openings 
Aug. 21—“Old English” 
(WB) (Warners). 
Aug. 25—“Abraham Lincoln” 
(UA) (Central). 


Champ Hick Town East 
Of Chi Overboard on 
Water and Ice Cream 


Competition among the manufac- 
turers of carbonated waters and ice 
cream packed in containers as well 
as an overproduction of this sort of 
Summer merchandise has resulted in 
the companies now engaged in a 
struggle for domination in the met- 
ropolitan section looking to the pic- 
ture houses as a possible outlet for 
their products. 


Rather than go on the nut for a 
costly advertising campaign, many 
of the manufacturers have decided 
to give away their surplus stock to 
theatre patrons. 


In Brooklyn, the biggest hick town 
east of Chicago, theatres were giv- 
ing their patrons all the ginger ale 
they could drink on presentation of 
an admission stub at the gate. 

In other houses bottles of soda 
pop and bricks of ice cream were 
distributed with a lavish hand, while 
in the downtown section of the bor- 
ough a restaurant, falling in line 
with the give-away promotion, was 
handing out bottles of near-beer to 
its regular dinner patrons. 

As one theatre. manager in the 
city on the wrong side of the Brook- 
lyn Bridge put it, “You've got to 
feed them as well as quench their 
thirst to get them into these shoot- 
ing galleries.” 


Jack Hoxie in Vaude 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Jack Hoxie, late star of the 101 
Ranch, starts a vaude tour Aug. 
27 at South Bend. 


lumbia). 


Oh Publix Chi-Detroit Division 


VARIETY 


$1,000,000 Overhead Chop Ordered 


AM. BOND SUIT 


Fraud and Mismanagement Alleged 
Against Financing Co. 


Augusta, Me., Aug. 19. 

A bill in equity has been brought 
against the American Bond & Mort- 
gage Co., which financed the build- 
ing of the Metropolitan theatre in 
Boston and also the Mayflower 
hotel in Washington, D. C., and the 
Park Central hotel, New York, by 
a group of Massachusetts and Maine 
debenture bondholders, alleging 
fraud and mismanagement. 

Hearing will be held Aug. 27 be- 
fore Justice William R. Pattangall 
at the Kennebec Court House. 


‘GRUMPY’ 1ST LOOP H.0. 
BY R-K-0-PAR. FILM 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

“Grumpy,” which did smash busi- 
ness at the R-K-D Palace last week, 
is being held over this week at the 
rival R-K-O vaudefilm spot, State- 
Lake. 

This is the first holdover of the 
kind by R-K-O here. 

“Grumpy” is one of the two Par 
talkers played by R-K-O here last 
week, after local Publix-B. & K. 
office turned both down. Other was 
“Queen High.” 


Le.Baron on Way 


For the purpose of greater co- 
ordination, the defining of authority, 
with particular attention scheduled 
to be paid to Hollywood activities, 
Radio Pictures is calling a confer- 
ence of its executives in New York 
shortly. 

William Le Baron is leaving for 
New York from the studios today 
(Wednesday). While ostensibly it 
is for picture schedule and story 
buying purposes, the studio head 
will go into a matter of new policy 
lines. 


R-K-0 OPENS 2, DROPS 1 
Toledo, Aug. 19. 

R-K-O plans to open Palace (pic- 
tures) as well as Rivoli (vaudfilm), 
Aug. 30, when the Cameo, now sec- 
ond run, goes first run Fox. 

Vita-Temple closes next week for 
its annual renovating period prior 
to starting new season. 


Chesterfield’s “Sinners” 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
“Two Blind Sinners” is next in 
preparation for Chesterfield at Tec- 
Art. Production starts Sept. 3. 
Percy Pembroke has been en- 
gaged to direct. Casting awaits 
George Batchellor’s return from the 
east. 


Films Saving $2,500,000 Annually 
On Outdoor Adv.; Radio Better? 


Film and theatre advertising is 
taking a general swing around. A 
general movement is noted not only 
to cut down on poster accessory 
stuff and outdoor advertising but 
to shut out the method altogether. 
Fox started the move. R-K-O fol- 
lowed, and now Warner Bros., First 
National, and Paramount have 
chimed in. Paramount _ started 
chopping off outdoor stuff some 
time ago its utilization by P-P is 
at bedrock minimum, used only in 
spots. 

What it means to the outdoor ad- 
vertisers is answered by it having 
cost Fox theatres in the east alone 
between $8,000 and $10,000 a week. 
Other companies rated accordingly, 
which means that conservatively 
$50,000 is lost this way weekly to 
outdoor exploitation companies. 

Two reasons are advanced by the 
theatre and film operators for the 
change. One is a general movement 
to cut overhead and another is based 
on alleged bad spotting. 

It’s argued by the operating head 
of one company that where outdoor 
advertising was found advantageous 
and useful to one house, maybe 10 
didn’t need any, while the checking 
oa sites was too costly and needed 


too much detail on the part of the 
theatre people to accomplish. 
Trained Men 

Another reason given by an exec 
of another company is that outdoor 
advertising which came into vogue 
for films and theatres years ago is 
not necessary to the same degree by 
films today, because the film and 
theatre companies now have trained 
advertising and publicity depart- 
ments of sufficient man power to 
get almost anything across to the 
general public without the outdoor 
ads. 

Universal is still putting out 
plenty of outdoor billing but claims 
the stuff is necessary and useful. 

On the basis of $50,000 weekly, it 
means a saving of about $2,500,000 a 
year. 

Radio advertising may have some- 
thing to do with it. Film com- 
panies are going for the air stuff 
more and more and what ‘it may 
actually mean is a shifting of adver- 
tising expense from the outdoors to 
the ether. 

Paramount, Warner Bros., First 
National and R-K-O have regular 
air hours over the radio circuits. 
Universal uses it 
does Fox locally. 


vv 


sometimes, as} 


Chicago, Aug. 19, 
A million will be chopped from 
the expenditures of the Chicago- 
Detroit division of Publix, com- 


prising 46 houses—the B. & K. and 
Kunsky theatres—in the year from 
Aug. 1 to Aug. 1, if economy now 
set is followed through. 

From advertising through to jani- 
tor service, economy is ordered, 


cut out, if possible, all overtime for 
operators and stage hands. 

In the advertising department it's 
estimated that $150,000 will be 
saved on closer consolidation of the- 
atres in ad space, and another $150,- 
000 on “fronts.” Exploitation out- 
side of ads, which cost around 
$400,000 the last year, will be lopped 
to a minimum and another $300,- 
000 sliced off that way. 

There has been a personne! cut 
with treasurers, asst. megrs., ushers 
and others in house operation, but 
few of these are likely to be perma- 
nent. They likely will have to be 
brought back in the fall and win- 
ter. 

It’s estimated that on the item of 
overtime for stage hands, operators 
and musicians, over $300,000 will be 
saved in the coming year, 


VALLEE MEANS A LOT 
TO B’KLYN PAR B. 0. 


Rudy Vallee returns to the Brook- 
lyn Paramount Sept. 5, with Publix 
set on keeping him there indefin- 
itely. Chances are slight the croon- 
ader will get an occasional switch 
to the New York de luxer. 

Since Vallee has been away from 
Brooklyn, the Paramount has been 
doing with Paul Ash as m. c., much 
less gross, it is said. 

Publix does not feel the Fox, 
‘Brooklyn, nearby at slashed prices 
is cutting in on its house, claiming 
that clocking of both proves that. 


Trailer for Short 


The first talking trailer for a short 
subject has been made by Metro for 
a Laurel and Hardy two-reeler, “The 
Murder Case.” It is now being dis- 
tributed on a nationwide scale to all 
accounts having booked it. 

Trailer is 100 feet in length and is 
in the nature of an experiment, with 
Metro to decide later whether other 
shorts will be similarly trailerized. 


DeForest Group on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Report is M. A. Schlesinger and 
David Hochreich joined Dr. Lee De- 
Forest in Chicago yesterday and are 
due on the coast Monday (25). 
It has the sound engineering 
crowd here wondering. 


Patching “Widow” 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Tom Moore and Lew Cody have 
been called back to make retakes on 
the Gloria Swanson picture, “What 
a Widow.” Film was completed over 
six weeks ago. Retakes were or- 
dered to build up a few doubtful 
spots. 

James Seymore, Pathe writer and 
dialog director, is directing. 


McCARTHY STAYS IN N. Y. 


Instead of the six weeks Jeff Mc- 
Carthy expected to remain in New 
York , following his recent return 
from Europe, it will be six months 
before the showman will move to 
the Fox Hollywood studios. 

Meanwhile Al Lewis, of the Fox, 
N. Y., staff, has gone to the coast. 
While Lewis is away, McCarthy will 
be in the Fox offices at Broadway 
and 57th street. 


Sunday Films Up in Md. 
Baltimore, Aug. 19. 


Attorney General Robinson on 
Friday (15) advised John G. Callan, 


Senate nomination, that a referen- 
dum on the question of Sunday 
films would require the sanction of 
the State Legislature, 

Callan, long a crusader for Sun- 
day films in Maryland, is running 
jon a “home rule” platform, 


House managers have been told to | 


candidate for the Democratic State — 
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Another Showman’s Picture 


OMETHING “‘different” differently done— Drama- 


tizing men’s thoughts of women in moments of 


danger —Visualizing the vagaries of women in their 


adoration of men. Laughs in the midst of thrills— 


Surprises on the brink of suspense. A production of 


wide scope —a galaxy of stars — unusual show- 


“manship angles to promote big box-office business. 


Produced by | Directed by 
E. B. DERR JOHN ROBERTSON 
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BIG HIT 


schedule 


A super-attraction founded on basic 
human emotions. Man’s primal de- 
mand for love. Woman's craving for 
m2 aftection— Jealousy, the symbol of 
: passion and the spirit of unrest. 


Played by a great cast of 
twenty-five dramatic and 
comedy stars featuring :’ 


WILLIAM BOYD 
HELEN TWELVETREES 
JAMES GLEASON 
FRED SCOTT 
RUSSELL GLEASON 
LEW CODY 

ZASU PITTS 
DOROTHY BURGESS 
JUNE COLLYER 


Adapted for screen presenta- 
tion by SIX premier scenarists: 
Garrett Fort, James Gleason, James 
Seymour, Lynn Riggs, Thomas 
Lennon and Mauri Grashin, from 
the story by Hope Bennett ° 


| 
| & : 
ey a 
| | 
if 
ited 
Ve 
| 
4 
t 
| 
| 
ft 
4 i 
t 
¢ 
| 
; 
. 
| 3 
i at 
ar 
AAP 
3 4 
| 
( 
4 
4 
| 
4 


sa 


of 
id 


Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 31 


R-K-0 Seems Strong for Expansion 
With Theatres All Over Midwest 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

R-K-O activity is growing in the 
west and midwest, with several 
deals at present hanging fire. Three 
localities are the present hot spots. 
These are Chicago, Illinois and Wis- 
consin. 

That R-K-O will shortly acquire 
one new Chi stand is certain; two 
are likely. The new house will be 
on the northside, without R-K-O 
representation since the Belmont 
switched hands. R-K-O is hasten- 
ing its Chi plans, urged on by the 
spreading building campaign of 
Publix-B. & K. 

R-K-O is making an attempt to 
gain control of Iowa, considered a 
key state. M. H. Singer has been 
canvassing the territory, and sev- 
eral sites are reported chosen. All 
R-K-O acquisitions in Iowa will be 
new property since the great ma- 
jority of the houses in the state at 
present are obsolete opera houses. 

R-K-O is anxious for a new site 
in Denver, since its present holdings 
are old. Whether it will build or 
promote stands in that city, how- 
ever, is still a matter of discus- 
sion. 


CHI HOUSES ARE 
CAUGHT ASLEEP 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 


Chicago theatre men operating 400 
houses in this town woke up this 
morning to find the local politicians 
had put over something on them, 
in the way of a new ordinance. 

It calls for every theatre to in- 
stall a flip up seat, if not now 
equipped with them, or in lieu of 
that style seat, to widen rows be- 
tween seats for an extra 14 inches. 

Regulation goes into effect. Nov. 1 
next. 


Par. Attache Loses Life 
In Syracuse Auto Crash 


Syracuse, Aug. 19. 

Dorothy Cuff, 17, house attache of 
the Paramount, was killed, and 
Harold Reed, head usher at the 
same theatre, was cut and bruised 
when the car in which they were 
riding, with Reed at the wheel, 
overturned when it failed to make 
the sharp turn under the New York 
Central Railroad bridge. 

Reed, following treatment at St. 
Joseph’$ hospital, was arraigned in 
Police Gourt before Judge Harry H. 
Farmer charged with operating an 
auto without a license. He pleaded 
guilty and was fined $50. 

Reed, a resident of Tampa, Fla., 
was brought here a few months ago 
by Andrew Roy, then managing di- 
rector of Paramount, to head his 
house staff. Miss Cuff was a sister 
of Catherine Cuff, secretary to Roy, 
and later to Paul Shay, present 
managing director. 


Restraining Order Against 


“Dawn Patrol” Denied 


Hollywood, Aug, 19. 

Federal Judge George Cosgrove 
denied application for a restraining 
order to prevent further showing of 
First ©National’s “Dawn Patrol.” 
The injunction action was filed by 
Producers of “Hell’s Angels” and 
“Journey’s End,” who are suing 
Warner Bros. for infringement of 
Copywright, claiming “Dawn Patrol” 
contains essential features of their 
Plots. 

Joseph March, Caddo employe, 
and Forest Easley, private de- 
tective, were released on $2,500 bail 
following their arrest on charges of 
Conspiracy to steal a copy of the 
Scenario of “Dawn Patrol” from an 
€mploye of Warner's during the 


faring of the infringement com- 
Dlaint, 


Swanson Film at Rialto 


Swanson’s second talker, 
‘ donot a Widow,” is scheduled for 
alto, New York, run the end 


of September, 
It Ww 
(P 


ill follow “Animal Crackers” 
ar) into that house. 


KIDNEYS AND NITE CLUBS 


“My kidneys are bothering 
me a lot lately,” writes a well 
known film diplomat to a 
friend. 

Writing was on the inside 
of a paper match cover, adver- 
tising the new joint of a fa- 
mous nite club hostess, 


CENTAUR, FIRST INDIE 
TORCHBEARER, EXPIRES 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Petitions were filed in Superior 
Court here last week for dissolution 
of the Centaur Film Laboratories. 
This marks the passing of the origi- 
nal independent producer. 

Centaur was originated in Fort 
Lee, N. J., in 1907 by William and 
David Horsley, who at that time 
were making single reel subjects 
and operating a lab. Two years 
later, when the Motion Picture 
Patents Company was organized, 
Horsleys refused to join the com- 
bine. They remained outside and 
organized the other independents. 

General Film Company was their 
chief opponent and the Horsley 
company lived to see the time when 
General folded, leaving it as the 
largest single organization in the 
business. 

In 1912 David Horsley came to 
Hollywood. With him he brought 
Al Christie and Tom Ricketts. He 
established a studio at Sunset and 
Gower, later buying the entire two 
blocks in that neighborhood. At one 
time the Horsley3 owned the prop- 
erty where the Columbia, Chadwick, 
U. M. Daily Fowler, American and 
other studios now stand. Recently 
they sold their Lab building to Co- 
lumbia for $175,000. At the height 
of their activity the Horsleys owned 
property in Hollywood valued at 
close to $2,000,000. 

They were the largest financiers 
of independent producers, getting 
out of the finance business in 1926, 
when they did $650,000 worth of in- 
die business and finished the year 
$42,000 in the red, due to producers 
taking a powder. 

For the past two years the Hors- 
leys have confined their activities to 
production of 16 mm. subjects and 
the perfection of sound equipment 
for use in the home. They still have 
a small studio 
where they photograph and record 
commercial subjects. They also op- 
erate a plant for reclaiming the 
silver solution from film developer. 


Those Playful Titans 


The job of feeding the company’s 
Titan some new words and ambi- 
tions has been delegated to Sam 
Warshawsky, husky assistant to Hy 
Daab in the Radio Pictures publicity 
department. 

Before he went on his vacation 
Sam got out a line for every day 
during his absence. A few of them 
were: 

“Put the pan on pessimism.” 

“Squelch the scoffer.” 

“America calls—the Titan re- 
sponds.” 

“The Titan takes the helm— 
the fearful take the air.” 

“As the Titan goes, so goes 
the nation.” 

Following this latest batch, which 
Sam is revealed as having obtained 
by doing much interrogating, the art 
department, to the rear of Sam’s 
desk, posted this notice on the door: 

“Creative workers. Disturb only 
in emergency.” 


ORIGINAL FOR TIBBETT 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Bess Meredith and Wells Root are 
writing an original for Lawrence 
Tibbett, which may be used after 
he finishes “New Moon” at Metro. 
Yarn is about the South. 


“Charley’s Aunt” in Dialog 

“Charley’s Aunt,” talker version, 
to be released by the Christies 
through Columbia early in Decem- 
ber, is the third feature under the 
tie-up. 

Joe Merrick, formerly in the 
Christie publicity department on the 
west coast, is now New York rep. 


in Poverty Row,. 


Growth of P-P Forces 
Dept. Out of Bldg. 


Reason given for the shifting of 
P-P’s accounting department from 
the Paramount building, Times 
Square, to the new building of the 
N. Y. “Herald Tribune” 


41st street is because of cheaper 
rent at the latter structure. An- 
other reason is the overcrowding of 
the P-P home structure due prin- 
cipally to expansion of Publix by 
acquisition of the Comerford cir- 
cuit. 

Diff in rental fees between the 
two buildings are such as to almost 
write off the cost of rent in the 
new offices against the saving that 
will be made. Space in the P-P 
building is given as $4.75 a square 
foot for offices which the depart- 
ment held, while in the Trib’s build- 
ing it will amount to $1.75. 

Several offices, principally those 
of execs of the department, will be 
retained in the home structure. 
These include Fred Metzler, comp- 


troller; Montague Gowthorpe, cost 
control executive, and Marion 
Coles. 


The department will take over the 
12th and 13th floors of the Trib 
building. 


FOX WILL LEASE 
PUBLIX COAST 
THEATRES 


Met, L. A., May Be Held 
Out as Par’s ‘Showcase’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Fox West Coast and Paramount's 
theatre deal will wind up, it is now 
said, in Fox leasing all Publix 


houses on this coast excepting the 
local Publix Metropolitan. That will 
be held by Par as its Pacific “show 
case” and studios’ theatres. 

Leases about agreed upon, .it is 
said, will be outright transfers in 
accordance with the Department of 
Justice opinion on theatre trans- 
fer; that anyone may sell anything 
to another if it’s bonafide and with- 
out ulterior motive. Such a motive 
in theatredom would be considered 
as evasive of the bonafide demand, 
were either of the parties to have 
a split profit or other understand- 
ing besides that specied in the 
agreement. 

With the leasing Paramount will 
receive a set rental for each thea- 
tre that will guarantee it a profit, 
together with Paramount product 
to be played in the Publix as well 
as the West Coast houses. 

Favorable for Par 

The deal is considered favorable 
for Paramount, since it will close 
up a coast red hole in the Publix 
chain, of between $20,000 and $30,- 
000 weekly. That much has been 
Publix operation losses of its coast 
theatres of late, 

Publix houses on the Slope are 
California, Granada, Imperial, St. 
Francis and Portola, San Francisco. 
United Artists and Metropolitan, 
this city: Portland and the old Or- 
pheum Portland, and Paramount in 
Seattle. 

Warner Later? 

Should the Warners enter into a 
similar and subsequent deal with 
Fox, it would include Warners 
Downtown and Warners here, be- 
sides such proposed theatres as the 
Warners has announced throughout 
the state with none started as yet. 
Among these is a house for Oak- 
land, . 

With the coast off its route, Pub- 
lix chain would end at Salt Lake, 
with one house in Phoenix, Ariz. 


Big Four Expands to 20 
Films on New Program 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

“Trails of Danger,” outdoor talk- 
er with Wally Wales and Virginia 
3rown Faire, which has just been 
finished by National Players, Ltd., 
gives Big Four Corp. of New York 
its eighth and last release for this 
season, 

3ig Four’s program extends to 20 


‘releases for 30-31, according to John 


R. Freuler, the Milwaukee exhibitor 
who organized it. Henry Taylor, 
former manager of one of Freuler’s 
houses, is in charge of production 


for National Players, organized by 


|Freuler as a Big Four auxiliary 


on West, 


Balto. Musicians Asked $20 More 


Labor Matter Serious? 


It commenced to look on the 
current week's start as though 
the union matters with the 
theatres may be reaching a 
serious point. 

Reported that a conference 
was held yesterday (19) by 
chain heads to discuss it. 

Situations were rumored to 
be almost at an ultimatum 
angle in two or three spots. 

The theatre end appears 
greatly concerned over the 
gravity of negotiations, 
through the important bearing 
they have upon stage shows. 


METRO REVIVALS FOR 
FOREIGN FILM VERSIONS 


Probability of a studio abroad for 
Metro, most likely in Paris, where 
Par has its foreign plant, is de- 
clared slight now, despite consid- 
erable recent discussion of plans 
to that end. Foreign versions can 
be better produced here with foreign 
talent imported, is the reported 
Metro opinion. 

Loew, head of the Metro foreign 
department, left New York last 
week by plane to confer with Louis 
B. Mayer and Irving Thalberg on 
the coast on what is known as plans 
for a huge program of expansion 
on foreign-language talkers. 

Metro is reported figuring on re- 
surrecting old pictures for release 
in the foreign markets. 

Eight pictures are at present in 
various stages of productions, in- 
cluding several early Metro talkers. 
These include “Madame X” (Span- 
ish); “Mary Dugan” (German); 
“Mr. Wu” (Spanish); ‘“Divorcee” 
(French, Spanish and German); 
“Olympia” (French and Spanish); 
“Naughty Marietta” (Spanish); 
“Devil May Care” (Spanish) and 
“Singer of: Seville” (Spanish). 

Last-mentioned, Novarro talker, 
will be directed by Novarro and re- 
leased in Spanish under the title of 
“The Call of the Flesh.” 


Wkly. at Century; Walked; Shows Out 


Stage shows were dropped from 
the Century, Baltimore, Monday 
(18) after Loew’s refusal to aecede 
to the musicians’ demand for a 
higher wage and the musicians 
walked out. 

Century employed 24 musicians 
at $84 per week each for six days. 
Baltimore is a six-day town. Last 
week the musicians informed Loew 


that unless they were raised $20 
weekly by Aug. 18 they would walk. 
Loew's replied to the musicians’ 
ultimatum by stating that there 
wasn't the slightest possibility of 
Loew acceding to the demand and 
that the musicians could walk, 
when Loew would remove all stage 
entertainment. 


Stage Left Bare 


Century, presentation house, was 
the only stage show house, either 
presentation or vaude, in Baltimore 
and the only house employing an 
orchestra. With Loew doing away 
with stage shows, Baltimore re- 
mains minus any form of fresh en- 
tertainment and without a pit or- 
chestra, 

Loew’s states it will return pres- 
entations to the Century only if the 
musicians talk turkey with them. 
Loew's declares the $84 salary for 
six days should be satisfactory to 
any orchestra and that it (Loew) 
cannot afford to pay about $25,000 
more yearly in orchestra salaries 
for one house. 

With the Century dropping its 
stage shows, but eight weeks of 
Loew presentation time remain for 
Loew units, including the Capitol, 
New York City. 

Units which previously jumped 
from Washington to Baltimore to 
Pittsburgh will hereafter go from 
Washington to Pittsburgh. 


4 New W. C. Foxes 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Fox West Coast wiii open four 
new theatres during September. 
One, Wilshire, may open with Grif- 
fith’s “Lincoln.” 
Other houses are out of town in 
Stockton, and Berkeley. 


Are P. A.’s Aiming 


at Home Office 
With Law-Breaking Stunts in Tex? 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

With commonly approved pub- 
licity methods about all overworked, 
Publix p. a.’s in Texas are taking a 
shot, seemingly, after the scandal 
stuff. 

First, in Dallas, Marseline Moore 
has a run in with police chief, 
Trammel, by exploding a bunch of 
fake bombs downtown to push the 
“Big House.” 

Couple of weeks later, Besa Fair- 
trace, Dallas Publix p. a., who gets 
credit for most stunts where the 
buck has to be passed, was forced 
to an emphatic denial .in local 
dailies of alleged ‘tie-up’ with local 
army airport for “Dawn ‘Patrol,” in 
which commander sent his instruc- 


tors to swoop the downtown drag 
below the 1,000-foot I. C. C. alti- 
tude minimum, causing . another 


squawk from city hall and quite a 
few citizens. Poor Besa got credit 
for it anyway, whether she did it or 
not. 

In Abilene, Al Fourmet, opening 
the new $500,000 Paramount on an 
elaborate scale, outdid the Dallas 
folks, as far as working the law is 
concerned. Town long under the 
blue law spell (no Sunday shows 
since founded), Al did it up big by 
formally announcing Sunday show 
Aug. 3, ran said show, was promptly 
fined $50 and court costs. If the 
city dads don’t get extreme and 
call for the governor, Fourmet will 
likely keep it up, each Monday pay- 
ing about $60 for his Sunday show, 
still at profit. 

Crashing Page 1 

While perhaps Publix hasn’t that 
intention, idea seems that local di- 
vision is bucking the law as an ex- 
pedient means of page one breaks. 
How long city and state officials 
will stand for it is to be seen. Af- 
fair at Abilene has cast black shad- 
ow over the church-minded cus- 


tomers already, and “church-minded 


customers” mean a lot in Texas to 
any showman. Furthermore, the 
Abilene ruckus excited a bunch of 
colleges back of the no-Sunday- 
show move. 

As far as showmanship on stunts, 
is rather doubtful (except in Abi- 
lene) whether there’s any apprici- 
able b. o. benefit involved. Which 
makes it seem much like p. a.’s are 
fighting for home office recogni- 
tion. 


Ban on cost figures in advertising 
and publicity has been issued by 
P-P to all advertising and p. a.’s on 
the circuit. New order came about 
through one bright p. a. somewhere, 
location not given, advertising the 
expensive cost of the refrigerating 
plant in a theatre, which fact 
brought about increase in tax valua- 
tion of property. Taxes were raised 
in accordance with improvement. 

Another reason given is that in 
majority of cases p. a.’s are prone to 
exaggerate figures on costs, and 
P-P advertising bosses figure this 
not ethical nor a substantial aid to 
b. 0. draw when untrue, 


Settling Fire Suits 


Pathe Exchange and the Pathe 
Sound Studios are settling with 
victims of the studio fire, on Dec, 
10 at Park avenue and 134th street. 
This was disclosed in the New 
York Supreme Court when a suit of 
Elizabeth C. Burford, as adminis- 
tratrix of the estate of her daugh- 
ter, Edna, was discontinued because 
settlement had been made. 

Edna Burford, 20, was a chorus 
girl, who was knocked down while 
trying to escape, suffocated and 
trampled upon, and died in Harlep 
Hospital. She lived at 206 Wea 
99th street 
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Fox crashed the new 
film year at the Roxy with . . 


THE COCK EYED WORLD 


. . 4.weeks setting a new all-time record 
for attendance and business at the 
world’s biggest theatre. 


THIS YEAR 


Fox crashes the 
season at the Roxy 


COMMON CLAY 


CONSTANCE BENNETT LEW 
Tully Marshall - Matty Kemp Beryl Mercer 
From the Harvard Prize Play by Cleves Kinkead Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


First 3 days beat first 3 days of 
2nd week b | 


First 3 days beat first 3 days of 
Ist week by 


First 3 days of third week beat first 3 days of 0 “a 
first week by 
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| ~ “Variety's” Bulletin Condensed 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
department in this issue and hereafter. 


Metro has abandoned its idea of 
switching foreign production’ to 
Europe, according to Arthur Loew. 
This is for the time being at least, 
and another batch of European 
players are being recruited for 


Coast work. 


Playing safe on the matter of no 
paganda creeping into foreign 
ss matter, First National is hav- 

ing all the special yarns on its pic- 
tures for distribution abroad writ- 
ten by the boys who originally han- 
died it. The stories will then be 
translated into their respective 
tongues under home office (New 
York) guidance. 


KNX, local radio station, is nego- 
tiating for the first installation of 
Television out here. Story says it 
may be ready with it in fall. 


Radio’s “Cimarron” will have 
Irene Dunn for the lead opposite 
Richard Dix. The studio has tested 
girl after girl, in an effort to find 
a suitable lead. The delay post- 
poned the start on this one eight 
times. And the film has a 16 weeks’ 
shooting schedule. 

Joan Crawford’s and Metro’s 
“Great Day” has been stopped -for 
story revision. It may take several 
weeks to revise the script as de- 
sired. Harry Pollard, director. 


. Paramount studio has issued let- 
ters to its employes suggesting that 
they refrain from attending minia- 
ture golf courses in favor of going 
to theatre whenever possible. In 
the case of contract players it urges 
them to co-operate with the the- 
atres for personal appearances. 


Leasing jinx houses, mostly 
small, to newly arrived residents 
from the middle west is leaping. 
This is as the racketeering brokers 
would have it. Around 17 under- 
sized theatres, closed for a year, 
have reopened within the past 
month. Any sort of scrutiny will 
reveal that 15 to 20 of these houses 
change hands monthly. Leasing 


such sites over and over again for 
commission is the gag, 


Hoot Gibson is having a plane 
built with a guaranteed speed of 
180 m. p. h. which he will fly him- 
self in the national air meet at Chi- 
cago this month. Gibson will race 
his air buggy.. 


Fox will spend considerable time 
on retakes for “Liliom,” in which 
Charles Farrell is starred. 


Showing writers and directors the 
dramatic values in news is being 
contemplated by Fox execs. The 
means to this end will be the 
Movietone newsreel. Idea is to get 
home a few new thoughts on punch 
scenes. 


No new developments the past 
week between the unions and the 
theatre groups who are trying to 
adjust contract matters prior to 
Sept. 1. Several meetings were 
held, but the main point remains 
unsettled—that of the $5 increase 
asked by both stage hands and 
booth operators. 

Unlike former years, the legit 
managements are meeting with the 
labor officials away from the pic- 
ture faction. 


Hobart Henley goes to Universal 
payroll with nothing set for him to 
direct. John Murray Anderson is in 
the same boat as regards assign- 
ment, 


Matthew Board, new four-year- 
old colored kid in “Our Gang” 
comedies, will be officially tagged 
“Stymie” because he gets in every- 
body’s way. 


Sam Behrmann, on the Fox lot 
for the past six months, has re- 
turned to New York to write a play 
for Theatre Guild production. Con- 
tract calls for a division of his time 
between here and New York. He 
returns to the Coast in six months. 


With Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld going 
east, musical duties at United Ar- 


ATTENTION!!! 
MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS! 


Just the thing for that new picture of yours 


A NEW FACE 
DON’T FAIL TO SEE 


A Sensation 


Headlining R-K-O Hillstreet Theatre, Los Angeles 
WEEK OF AUGUST 27, 1930 
in Vaudeville 
Why Not a Find in Pictures! 
He Can Sing! He Can Dance! He Can Talk! 
And How He Makes Them Laugh! 
A Natural for Talkies 
Don’t Forget Week of August 27 at 
The R-K-O Hillstreet Theatre 
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tists will be handled by Al Newman, 
his assistant. 


Following differences with Al 
Rockett over story treatment, Alex- 
ander Korda was relieved as di- 
rector of “Basquerie”’ at Fox. 


Pathe has finally selected Ann 
Harding to play the lead in “Re- 
bound.” & H. Griffith, who di- 
rected “Holiday,” will meg. 


Two more picture companies are 
sending units to the _ provinces. 
“Lightnin’,” at Fox, goes to Lake 
Tahoe district, and Paramount is 
sending 350 people to Guadalupe. 
Cal., for the desert sequences of 
“Morocco.” 


Nina Quataro will play opposite 
Emerson Tracy in 12 shorts for 
Universal tentatively titled “Uni- 
versal Vanities." Samuel Freed- 
man will supervise, with Albert 
Kelley directing. Douglas Doty 
wrote the stories. 


Ralph Spence goes to Radio as a 
writer for the next six months. 
Studio recently completed his “Half: 
Shot at Sunrise.” 


Scott Darling has been assigned 
to write the dialog for the “Classics 


in Slang” series and “Caught 
Cheatin,” Murray-Sidney feature, 
at Tiffany. 


Helen Lubitsch has been given 
the lead in the German version of 
“Madam X” at Metro, 


Metro started production on the 
Spanish version of “The Big House” 
last Monday. Joe Chrispo will have 
the Chester Morris part, and Edgar 
Neville, who wrote the Spanish 
dialog, is director. 


Yirst short for Charlotte Green- 
wood at Christie’s went into pro- 
duction last week. Title is “One 
Good Turn.” Hale Hamilton, legit 
actor, wrote it. 


Sam Mintz has received his first 
contract from Paramount, after 
writing for that organization for 
the past five years. Contract is for 
an optional period of five years. 


Wesley Ruggles and Howard 
Estabrook have had their contracts 
renewed by Radio. Roscoe -Ates 
a five-Year optional ticket from the 
same studio. 


“Whoopee,” which probably fol- 
lows “Holiday” into the Carthay 
Circle,” has had its national release 
date pushed back two weeks to 
Sept. 20. 


“Man in the Sky” has been 
changed to “Men of the Sky” by 
WB., “Extravagance” been 


changed to “Body and Soul” at Tiff, 
and Par’s “Spanish Acres” goes out 
as “The Santa Fe Trail.” 


His five-year directorial contract 
having expired at Warner's, Bryan 
Foy is now working on the 60-day 
option clause. He is turning out 


several shorts following the 
“Gorilla.” 
Sono-Art resumes prouuction 


with a Spanish version of “Rogue 
of the Rio Grande,” starring Jose 
Bohr, who starred in the English 
version for the same company. 


wife in “Trader 
played by Mrs. 
Then M-G tried 
Now Mrs. 


Missionary’s 
Horn” was first 
Harry Carey. 
Marjorie Rambeau. 
Carey is back. 


A.S.C.A.P. took an ear down the 
local Harlem with two music-tax 
dodgers haled up to Federal court. 
Harry Robbins, of the Hub theatre. 
and A. M. Gallos, of the Central 
Circle, are named in _ injunction 
suits. 


Fox Coast takes over the R-K-O 
at San Diego Aug. 22 on a straight 
rental basis for five years. It will 
be the fourth Fox house in the 
town. 


Railroad trouble on the iots. 
Paramount has scrapped its r.r. 
|yarn for George 3ancroft, while 


| Fox is looking for one. 


No more breakfast on studio time 


at the Universal restaurant. ITol- 
lowing F'N’s lead. 
Warners’ plug of Joe E. Brown 


under way Aug. 22 with a personal 
appearance at Indianapolis with 
“Top Speed”; then St. Louis, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Jersey City and 
New York. In October he starts a 
three-month rest in Europe. 


WB stardom for Doug Fairbanks, 
Jr., next year. 


Basil Rathbone in and out of a 
Universal part for the second time 
in three weeks. First was “The 
Boudoir Diplomat.” Now it’s “The 
Lady Surrenders.” Part wasn’t big 
enough. 


Three femmes still wanted for 
the Ronald Colman-Lonsdale un- 


titled picture. Constance Cum- 
mings, N. Y. “June Moon” unit 
understudy, is one candidate. 
Johnne Clare, English legit arrival, 
is another, 


The Doubter 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

An actor was doing a rave 
about a friend's house to a 
pal. The place, he said, was 
about as large as the Grand 
Central station only better. 
Listening to detailed descrip- 
tion of the rooms and the gen- 
eral layout the pal interrupted 
the monolog. 

“You're sure it ain’t a glass 
shot?” he asked. 


Showman Must Start 
Term Pending Appeal 


Syracuses, Aug. 19, 

Denied a writ of reasonable doubt 
by Supreme Court Justice William 
F. Dowling, Garrand B. Latta, presi- 
dent of Investors’ Underwriting 
Corp., and former Syracuse theatre 
operator, went to Auburn prison 
this week to start his sentence of 
two to four years, imposed following 
conviction of grand larceny in 
County Court on June 30. 

Latta will remain in Auburn until 
October or November, when the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court decides his appeal from the 
conviction and sentence in County 
Court. If the higher court rules 
that Latta, whose theatrical ven- 
tures embraced the Empire, Syra- 
cuse and Brighton, is entitled to a 
new trial, he will be released under 
bail until the case is again called in 
County Court. If the verdict is 
affirmed, Latta will serve out his 
sentence. 


Comerford Line-Up 
Scranton, Aug. 19. 

No changes are to be made in 
Memeréend personnel at once, it is 
understood. Par’s plan is to give 
all Comerford employees reasonable 
time to show whether they can de- 
liver. 

George Waish, former head of the 
Saenger circuit for Par, is here to 
assume charge. 

Latest transaction is said to be 
agreement on Par'’s part to take 
Academy, former road show and 
stock house, in deal. Academy is 
the oldest theatre in the central 
city, and has been dark for some 


SARNOFF’S OPINION 
ON HOME TALKERS 


David Sarnoff does not believe 
that home talkers will alienate fang 
from the theatres. 

In “RCA News,” house organ of 
RCA, he says that the “talking mo- 
tion picture screen adapted to the 
requirements of the home theatre 
is making ready to announce its 
services to the home and may and 
probably will include many ele- 
ments of theatrical entertainment 
service but it cannot and will not 
transfer the functions of the pub- 
lic theatre to the home.” 

Sarnoff also declares: “The home 
screen will open many new phases 
in the development of the talking 
picture art. Through the home 
screen the motion picture will find 
its great opportunity to justify the 
educational and cultural destiny of 
the art. In the home the talking 
film will be able to select its audi-. 


standards of appreciation and to 
meet the cultural requirements of 
specific groups rather than of mul- 
titudes.” 


Up-N. Y. Exhibs-Distribs 
Confering on Zoning 
Buffalo, Aug. 19. 

Meetings between local exhibitors 
and distributors are continuing 
here for the purpose of effecting 
final agreement on the zoning prob- 
lem. 

It is reported Rochester and 
Syracuse exhibs have practically 
agreed with the distributors on the 
zoning plan. 

Buffalo situation is expected to 
be adjusted shortly. 


Rosson Off Jones Feature 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Arthur Rosson, directing “Law- 
less Valley” for Columbia, was 
taken off the picture after three 
days’ shooting. 
Louis King, who directed the two 
previous Buck Jones’ pictures, took 


time. 
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Monthly Production Survey 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Despite a sea-saw frame of pro- 
duction activity during July, rang- 


ing from 57 to 70 units in work, the 
average for that month equals that 
of June, with a total of 60 units 


studio technicians too great for the 
remaining active studios to take 
eare of. Producers are looking over 
the available talent and replacing 
some of their own crew. 

A number of special productions 
during the past month, employing 


THE TABLE SHOWS SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT THE 19 ACTIVE STUDIOS ON THE COAST DURING 
THE MONTH OF JULY, 1930, WITH COMPARISON OF 
AVERAGE ACTIVITY FOR THE SAME STUDIOS 
DURING THE YEARS 1928 AND 1929. STUDIOS 
ARE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS ACCORDING 
TO THEIR CHIEF PRODUCT 

Total 
feature 
NAMES OF STUDIOS. stories 
Average Average Total Average set for 
features’ shorts units established future 
working working working for produc- 
Feature Group. July. July, July. 1928. 1929, tion. 
Fox Studios .cccccosee § 1 9 8.1 7.2 26 
Paramount eeceresnece 7 ee 7 8.8 4.8 22 
Firat Mational oe 7 8.8 4.3 
& ee 5 6.4 6.2 23 
WAINETS 5 6.7 4.8 
BAGO 8 2 2.8 2.4 12 
Universal cccccccccss 8 2 5 §.1 6.9 14 
Pathe efteeeeeeeeeeereene 1 1 2 2.7 1.8 18 
Columbia cecccccoccee 2 es 2 2.7 1.8 14 
THEARY ccccccesegesee 1 1 2 3.0 1.8 12 
United Artists eeseces 1 ee 1 2.0 1.6 14 
Chaplin ee 1 0.6 1.0 
Leasing Group. 
Metropolitan ...ccccce 1 1 2 3.2 3.6 pe 
Short Subjects. 

Darmour eerseseeeeese 1 1 2 1.8 1.8 ee 
Roach eceeeeeeeessene cf 2 2 2.3 1.8- ‘ee 
Haducational ce 1 1 2.0 1.3 ee 
Sennett 1 a 1.6 1.6 ee 
46 14 60 71.3 58.5 179 

Total average units working in January, 1930........ 55 

working throughout the _ period.|large casts of atmosphere peopla, 


This is about normal for the mid- 
summer season, 

July average would have been 
much lower had not Warners and 
First National speeded up produc- 
tion to complete their current year’s 
schedule. With these two studios 
about washed up on their programs, 
production for the current month 
probably will register a low mark 
for the season. 


Abrupt cessation of production at 
the Warner and First National 


brought the total extras employed 
to its highest point of the year. 


Fox Suit for News 


Fox filed suit in the nN. Y. Su- 
preme Court against the Salina the- 
atre, of Buffalo, for $2,500 damages. 
Defendant allegedly broke an agree- 
ment to exhibit and pay for the Fox 
Movietone News since Dec., last. 

An order to take the testimony of 
Sydney Samson, in Buffalo, in be- 


plants has unloaded an army of 


half of Fox was signed. 


$125,546 Judgment Closes 
Old Buffalo Theatre 


Buffalo, Aug. 19. 


The final curtain on the Lafayette 
Square theatre was rung down 
this week when the Marine Trust 
Co, entered judgment against the 
Monument Theatre Corporation, 
former operators of the Lafayette 
theatre, for $125,546.94. 

Judgment represents the defi- 
ciency on the recent foreclosure of 
the first and second mortgages held 
by the bank. 


COAST STILL 
PLAYING WITH 
WIDE FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Virtually all the major studios 
are continuing to experiment with 
wide film, but the work is going on 
quietly under a mutual anti-stam- 
pede understanding in force until 
1931. This is despite reports from 
the east that interest is waning in 
the matter of giant film. 
So general has the interest of 
Coast technicians become in wide 
film problems that the Academy 
has abandoned its original inten- 
tion to dodge the big pictures as a 
controversial and competitive sub- 
ject. 
While avoiding any discussion of 
the merits of the various sizes and 
systems, the technicians’ branch of 
the Academy has decided to discuss 
the subject with dates set as Sept. 
10 and 17. 
First meeting will be concerned 
primarily with production prob- 
lems, dealing with the adaptation 
of technique necessary for shooting, 
with sound and with set design. 
Second meeting will be taken up 
with problems in the exhibition of 
wide film. 


Buzzell, the Gazer 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Upon completing his present se- 
ries of “Bedtime Stories,” Eddie 
Buzzell will start on a new series 
of seven shorts for Columbia to be 
called “The Columbia Crystal 
Gazer.” 

Idea was sold to Columbia by 
Nick Copeland, who will write the 
material in collaboration with Har- 
old Atteridge. 


NO ZONING PLAN FOR 
WASH. STATE EXHIBS 


Seattle, Aug. 19. 

Washington is against the zoning 
plan. Committee of the state ex- 
hibitors’ assn. held a final meeting 
here and voted against zoning. 
Several previous theetings had 
ended in disagreement. They could 
get nowhere and decided to toss 
the plan overboard. 


3-Sided Union’s Request 
Slated for Side-Tracking 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
J. W. Burton, agent for the Cash- 
iers, Doormen and Ushers’ union, 


has made demands to the exhibitors’ 
organization, that it employ only 
union men. Burton has had con- 
ference with Jack Miller of the Ex- 
hib. Ass’n, and Emanuel Eller, coun- 
sel for the Illinois Independert 
group. 

It is doubtful whether anything 
will come of the matter, with the 
exhibitors cutting personne] to the 
bone. 


Extras’ Heyday 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Last four weeks with an average 
of 1,000 extras working daily have 
comprised the most consistent pro- 
duction period from the mob view- 


point, of the past 12 months. 

Last week 6,762 placements were 
made by Central Casting Bureau, 
34% above the average week in 
1929. 

Previous weeks were 6,093, 6,728, 
6,175, all way above’ last year’s 
average of 5,057 extra placements, 

Extra work was well distributed, 
with only two sets last week using 
100 or more. Monday Al Green had 
111 in a Parisian cafe scene for 
“The Man in the Sky” at Warners. 
Wednesday Victor Fleming used 100 
foreign legionnaires for a desert 


battle in ‘“Renegade” at Fox. 


Loew's New Program Booking bes 
May Be Policy of 


All Circuits 


With the thought that better-bah, 
anced shows will accrue from booke 
ing of picture programs from New 
York headquarters of the larger ciry 
cuits, that may become a genera) 
policy, with this pnase of operatiog 
no longer left to territorial bookera, 
district managers and others, 


Loew is the first of the big chaing 
to undertake the policy, contending 
that booking of programs from the 
home office rather than leaving 
selection of product to those in the 
field, will insure Loew theatres with 
a well balanced show. 

The Loew theatre operating de« 
partment in New York will imme 
diately start to pick all material for 
its out-of-town houses as a result, 
with special attention directed to 
the choice of short subjects and 
other fillers which, in the opinion 
of Loew execs, are best suited to go 
along with the features. 

Publix has long campaigned for 
such bookings. Through the 
tralization of divisional supervision 
in New York recently, that chain 
superintendents most of its booking 
from the home office, with divisions 
having their own division bookers, 


Ted Healy’s abandoned stooge 
trio.go over to Fanchon & Marco, 


ALLAN GARCIA 


Dialectician 


“THE DOVE” 


United Artists 


GEORGE MELFORD 


Directing 


“THE CAT CREEP” 


(Spanish version) 
A Universal Picture 


- PRODUCTIONS 
EXPLOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


NEW YORK 


(WEEK AUG. 22) 


PENNINGTON 


WILL GREET YOU WITH THE 
NEWEST INTRICATE TAP ROUTINES 


AT 


BROOKLYN 


PARAMOUNT PARAMOUNT 


(WEEK AUG. 29) 


Opened This Week at ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
Next Week, MARBRO, Chicago 


HELD OVER for the Balance of the Week 
Opening with First Publix Canadian Unit Sept. 5 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
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“FILM DAILY” 

(Gilette) 
“Another b. 0. be 
over the land has 


one-man _ show. 
Exhibs can lay 


re-fire for the 
including the kids.” 


“TIME 
. the 
a s 
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lighter ective a imp c ok 
re . 
to the that ling and 
«Nee it ? spar vitality» 
no e an imply 
comin Johnson with 
‘Cook 
packs persons 
his 


N.Y. WALL STREET “JOURNAL” 
“All of his efforts are successful 
in producing comedy, The purpose 
of the film is to produce hilarious 
comedy, largely through Mr. Cook’s 
amusing stories, At times the pic- 
ture has a Chaplin quality, espe- 
cially when Mr. Cook emerges as a 
forlorn character.” R. G. 


” 
OKLYN “DAILY EAGLE 
(Martin 
preaks 
most pleasing 
the 


dians.” 


e list of 
come- 


N. EVE. “JOURNAL” 
(Rose Pelswick) 
MUSICAL COMEDY STAR IS 
RIOT ON SCREEN 


“Joe Cook, the vaudeville and 
musical comedy star, is now a com- 
edy riot on the screen. Hitherto 
known as a one-man vaudeville 

s show, he now emerges as a one- 
man picture sensation, and his an- 
tics make ‘Rain or Shine’ one of 
the funniest comedies yet screened. 

“You'll forget about the heat as 
you laugh at his idiotic patter and 
expert clowning. 

“Cook, of course, is the whole pic- 
ture.” 


H” 
N. ¥. “MORNING TELEGRAP 


tney Bolton) 
anteed laughs, lone, 
ghs spruns 
of that 


“You are guar 


from the co 


Ss. F “CHRONICLE” 
(George C. 
comedian as 
a full of tricks; @ 
9 star. He is Joe 


N. Y. “EVE. WORLD” 


(George Gerhard) 

“If you feel like enjoying the 
heartiest laugh you have had in 
months, just drop in to the Globe 
Theatre and see Joe Cook, that 
slightly crazy fiend of the eight Ha- 
waiians, in ‘Rine or Shine.’ And if 
you don’t get a pain in your side, 
then your body is numb. 

“The adaptation of his stage ve- 
hicle, and, which is vastly more im- 
portant, the direction by Frank 
Capra, Columbia’s ace _ director, 
have given him a picture which 
is just_as excruciatingly funny as 


Ca anything Harold Lloyd has ever 
on done, and a lot more crazy than 
ee the picture made by the Four Marx 
Brothers.” 


Trecled b 


FRANK CAPRA 


Columbia Picture 


N. Y. “SUN” 
h an enthusiasm 


“Received wit r Mr. Cook's 


that speaks well fo 


in the talkies. 
gag comedy is all pure nonsense 


ade funny. by Joe Cook. 
rc why you laugh at it, ae 
laugh you will just ae hae 
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in large 
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this is the 
showmanship” 


“EXHIBITORS DAILY REVIEW” 
A SMASH HIT! 


“Hot or cold, snow or sleet, fair 
or cloudy, ‘Rain or Shine,’ Colum- 
bia’s big circus comedy, with Joe 
Cook, will pack them in. The audi- 
ence at the premiere at the Globe 
last night all but rolled in the aisles 
80 great was their laughter and en- 
joyment of this sure fire hit, which 
Frank Capra so ably directed. At 
the conclusion of the picture Cook, 
in the audience, received a personal 
ovation unique in the annals of 
New York film premieres, so de- 
lighted were the customers with the 
picture.” 
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UST one big, smashing hit after another! 
That’s Universal! First, “Little Accident” 
knocked New York for a row of laughs at the 
Globe Theatre. This is followed by that cyclonic 
drama, ‘The Storm,” now booked on the Met- 
ropolitan R. K. O. Circuit. And then comes 
the most amazing American drama of the under- 


world, “Outside the Law,” a thriller if there 
ever was one, also booked for the R. K. O. 


Circuit. It's great to play Universal pictures! 


Ask any exhibitor! 


THE LAW 


It takes a REALLY GREAT 
TALKING PICTURE to 
overshadow a BIG SILENT 
SUCCESS. But Universal has 
achieved just that “miracle” 
in Outside the Law. EVERY 
WORD YOU HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT IT IS 
TRUE! Goes into the Globe 
Theatre, August 29, and then 
round the New York Circuit. 


WITH 
MARY NOLAN 


Edward G. Robinson 
OWEN MOORE 
and Rockliffe Fellowes. 


Presented by Carl Laemmle and 
Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


A Tod Browning Production 


LITTLE 
ACCIDENT 


A merry mix-up of brides and 
babies in a comedy that is 
leaving a trail of broken laugh 
records in its sweep over the 
R. K.O. Metropolitan Circuit. 
Smashing Record at St. Louis 
Theater, St. Louis; Wood's 
Theatre, Chicago; Keith's 
Theatre, Boston. 

WITH 


ANITA PAGE, DOUG- 


LAS FAIRBANKS, JR., 
Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts‘ 
Sally Blane. 


From the sensational Broadway 
success by Floyd Dell and Thomas 
Mitchell. Directed by WILLIAM 
JAMES CRAFT and Presented 
by CARL LAEMMLE. 


THE STORM 
WITH 
LUPE VELEZ 


A dramatic picturization of 
Langdon McCormick's stage 


success which opens at the 


Globe Theatre on Broadway, 


August 22. The greatest outs 
door thriller to date with 
PAUL CAVANAGH and 
WILLIAM BOYD. 


Thrills to speed the pulse: 


Drama to hit the heart. 


Presented by CARL LAEMMLE 
and Produced by Carl Laemmle, In. 
Directed by William Wyler 
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VARIETY 


Failure to Get Satisfactory 
Terms Prompts UA, WB and FN 
To Sell to Indies, Away from P-P 


Unprecedently independent atti- 
tude of UA, WB and FN in selling 
away from Publix through inability 
to get satisfactory terms on product 
deals in various spots not covered 
by franchises, is resulting in nego- 
tiations expected to lead to a get- 
together with Publix on such open 
gituations. 

There are numerous cities in 


‘ which product deals have already 


been closed with indies against the 
Publix chain, though offered to the 
latter first. UA closed in a reported 
25 such situations, with Publix said 
to have now stepped forward to ask 
UA to hold off on any pending deals 
until negotiations for such towns 
can be reopened. It is understood 
that UA is holding off, but if not 
getting terms cn product wanted, 
will continue to sell away wherever 
it can close accounts with indies. 

An almost parallel situation ex- 
ists with WB, which is not covered 
with franchises from Publix in var- 
ious territories. As with UA, WB 
and FN, pictures have been offered 
to indie accounts in such situations 
where Publix turned the cold shoul- 
der. In some cases the product has 
been offered to indies who bought 
UA for towns in which they com- 
pete with Publix. 

WB franchises with Publix cover 
a reported 35% of the chain's ter- 
ritory, mostly the larger cities. 

While backing down through the 
major distribution war UA started 
by selling away from its chain, the 
Paramount attitude is nonchalant, 
but accompanied by the admission 
officially that selling away is being 
retarded through resumption of ne- 
gotiations in unfranchised territory. 

There has been no instance of 
violation of franchise agreements by 


Gobs of Joy 
featuring 
Arthur 
PAT WEST 
Cruise Started 
Loew’s State, 
Los Angeles, 


Authors! Publishers! 


HAL HORNE 


(AUTHOR®SDS’ REPRESENTATIVE) 
will welcome communications 
from established AUTHORS, 
PUBLISHERS and STAGE 
PRODUCERS desiring to dis- 


pose of MOTION PICTURE 
RIGHTS to published works 
and plays. 


Tart Bios., HOLLYWOOD 
Telephone: Hollywood 6017 


Correspondece Solicited from 
FOREIGN AUTHORS 


either UA, WB or FN, it is declared 
in Paramount, with high officials 
taking the stand that other dis- 
tributors do not even have to offer 
them pictures first if they want 
to close with indies tn open situa- 
tions. 

Under previous franchise deals 
with Publix, UA, WB and FN have 
been sewed up with that chain even 
before sales began on the ’30-'31 
programs, but through other situa- 
tions that were open, including the- 
atres acquired by Publix since prior 
product agreements were closed, it 
was necessary to dicker on separate 
distribution deals. 


Sold to Indie 


This included, also, various towns 
that Publix has or is_ entering 
through erection of new theatres. 
In one such instance UA could not 
get together ‘with Publix on price, 
with the result it took the bull by 
the horns and went to an indie in 
that newly-invaded Publix town and 
sold the entire program. FN also 
sold the same indie away from Pub- 
lix and a deal is on for the WB 
pictures which may not be closed 
now if Publix gets together satis- 
factorily with WB instead. 

Ability of any additional indies to 
get UA, WB and FN programs in 
various cities is dependent on what 
deals Publix closes with these dis- 
tribs and for what towns now open. 
Extent of likely product deals not 
mentioned but that indies will be 
shut out in most of them is in- 
dicated by Publix’s request to hold 
off on all present negotiations that 
would mean selling away from that 
chain. 

Indies who have already closed 
for national product against Pub- 
lix have gone for the high rentals 
asked because of necessity to get 
pictures this year, in most cases 
laying their checkbooks on the dis- 
tributors’ desks. 


Buying Circuits Win 
Against Chi Exchanges 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Statement of the exchanges that 
they would not sell the circuit heads 
has not panned out. Exchange man- 
agers have reneged on their stand 
and are now playing ball. 

They tried to prevent Aaron Sa- 
perstein buying circuit, but failed. 
Various exchanges sent men out to 
solicit the individual houses on Sa- 
perstein’s list. Every individual 
house operator sent the exchange 
salesmen away empty handed, refer- 
ring them to their buying head. 

Emil Stern, James Coston, Saper- 
stein and Bob Lucas, as buying 
heads, report completion of con- 
tracts with the distributors, 


Publix in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 19. 


A permit has been taken out for 
the erection of a theatre and store- 
room building at the northeast cor- 
ner of Gilbert and McMillan by Pub- 
lix. Intersection is known as Pee- 
bles Corner, a hilltop business sec- 
tion about 10 minutes from down- 
town district. House will be two 
stories and seat 2,100: It is close to 
the Orpheum, Cincy’s Jargest second 
run picture theatre. Work on the 
foundation is under way. 

For months have been rumors and 
denials that Publix would have a 
house on this site. It will be the 
first Publix theatre in Cincinnati. 


HIRSCH 


ARNOLD 


DANCERS 


Featured in F. & M. “Brunette” Idea 
Schoo! Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 
in “BOX 0’ CANDY” IDEA 


30 Days Extended to 90 
For Prot. in Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 19. 


Now definitely settled that the 
main stems will have three months’ 
protection of first-runs released to 
neighborhoods. Latter have been 
getting them within 30 days and 
former claim reduced grosses of 
this summer largely due to this. 

New ruling will come into effect 
next month when the fall contracts 
are signed. 

Neighborhood managers think 
fans contracted habit of waiting for 
cheaper prices and extension of 
time will not greatly affect their 
grosses. They have done quite well 
all summer. 


KINDLY INDIE EXHIB 
PUTS CHAIN TO SHAME 


A well known indie exhib with 
more guts than others, but faced 
with keen opposition from one of 
the big chains operating in his ter- 
ritory near New York, has been 
takng a bad slap right along with- 
out pulling his sword until now he 
has won the respect and admiration 
of the big operator in question. 

Latest, with the fairy-tale sound, 
was the exhib’s offer to come to the 
rescue of the circuit when its fea- 
ture was late in being delivered. 
The indie offered a feature it had, 
besides the short, this despite the 
fact that for months the chain has 
been bucking the indie strong. The 
circuit house finally got its feature, 
but accepted the proffer of the in- 
die’s shorts. 

For months the indie has been 
burning inwardly about how the 
chain went after him, even to ad- 
vertising in his town the pictures 
that chain had for a nearby town, 
but had been bought locally by the 
indie. 


New System 


It also cut admissions, tried free- 
ticket tie-ups, etc., but all that the 
indie has done was to take it calmly 
so far as outward appearances were 
concerned, refusing to go in for the 
enemy stuff. 

‘Tll hurt ’em more by making ’em 
feel sorry,” he stated recently in 
speaking of his big circuit oppo- 
sition. Now he has done it. 

On top of loaning the shorts, the 
opposition cut out the distant city 
advertising and now has gotten so 
chummy that the theatre has even 
come over to the indie house to get 
change for the box office. 

The indie in question operates 
several theatres, but believes that 
exhib organizations, none of which 
he pays any attention to, are a lot 
of bunk. 

‘It’s up to the individual himself 
and the individual situation,” is his 
alibi. 


SMALL EXHIB’S BREAK 
ON TALKER RENTAL 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 


Small exhibitors are getting a 
break as the film buying season 
opens. Prices are lower at present 
than in the silent days, with strong 
competition between exchanges for 
this business. 

Small exchanges depend almost 
wholly on the indie exhib, while the 
larger distributors figure the addi- 
tional revenue ar so much to the 
good. 


Gottesman’s New Circuit 


Again in New England 


Alfred Gottesman, formerly War- 
ner theatre exec after selling his 
New England circuit to that com- 
pany, is starting on a new house 
formation in the same territory. 

No houses are reported by name 
as yet secured by Gottesman, but 
he admits the new start. Gottes- 
man does not admit though if he 
will again sell, One report is that 
as an indie once more the operator 
believes he can operate more profit- 
ably than any chain in the section 
he knows. 


Omaha Adjustment 


Omaha, Aug. 19. 

Stage hands and musicians, be- 
cause of difficulties with union de- 
mands, were given two weeks’ notice 
at the World, Publix house, here 
Saturday (16). 

Before the 14 days are up both 
sides hope for a compromise that 
will allow both crews to remain. 


KEEPING STORES OPEN 
SAT. HELPS THEATRES 


Newark, Aug. 19, 

The keeping of Hahne’s, one of 
the three big department stores, 
open on Saturdays, contrary to cus- 
tom, has helped the theatres on 
Saturday mats., particularly at 
Loew’s, next door. 

“Our Blushing Brides” opened 
with the big orchestra full by two. 
Saturday mat. is regularly the 
worst of the week here, 

The picture would have been big 
anyway, but this kind of business 
would be unusual even in mid- 
winter. 


P-P “GOOD TIMES” IDEA 


Fall prosperity campaign will be 
conducted by P-P simultaneously 
on films and theatre. Date limits 
given as Oct. 5-11. Present plans 
call for combined radio and national 
advertising campaign to put the 
week over, 

Theatre end is to be known as 
“Paramount - Publix Prosperity 
Week.” Filf end is “Paramount 
Prosperity Week.” 

Big idea is to pull in a community 
angle on good biz and strike a key- 
note of optimism all around. 


Chi Exchanges Take Zoning in Hand 
When Regular Committee Flops 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Following the repeated failure o° 
the zoning committee to establish a) 
acceptable protection code, the ex- 
changes have organized their owr 
secret zoning committee. Felix Men- 
delssohn, Metro, president of th: 
Film Board, is chairman. 

The indie exhibitors figure th: 
move a means or whipping then 
into line, and forcing them to a set- 
tlement at the next meeting of the 
regular committee. The exhibs ad- 
mit they were at fault for failure to 
get together at the meetings, since 
they were fighting among themselve: 
for individual protection. 

The exhibs do not believe tha: 
anything definite will come of th: 
secret meetings. It is known tha: 
the exchange men are basing thei 
code principally on weekly releas: 
systm in force last year, merel: 
changing minor details. This cod: 
will be submitted to C. C. Pettijoh 
of the Hays organization. The ex- 
hibs feel confident Pettijohn will re- 
ject the exchange men’s code, sinc: 
the Hays organization has continu- 
ally stated its hands-off attitude i: 
the matter of sales policy. 


TWO REOPENING WIRED 
Stamford, Conn., Aug. 19. 

The Springdale, in Springdale, for- 
merly a legit tryout house, will open 
on Labor Day with pictures. 

The Liberty, Poughkeepsie, now 
dark, goes soundfilm, also openins 
Labor Day. 


Inside of 


Now the spotlight is turned from 
the outside of the theatre to the in- 
side. Owners and managers now 
focus attention on the seated andi- 
ence ; ; make the of their 
theatre so inviting that it brings 
patrons from without, 


Comfort Brings Patrons—Patrons 
Bring Profit! 
In the competition for patron favor, 
seating can be made to contribute 
definitely to bigger volume. Show- 
men find that chairs that give exira 
comfort, bring extra profits. 


Correct Posture Means Comfort 
So, American Seating Company un- 
dertook research. Posture special- 
ists worked with engineers, Chairs 


llustrating Theatre Neo. 8136 with 843 


A comfortable Bors of unusually attractive 

design that is meeting with the enthusiastic 

reception of theatre owners and managers. 

Specially built for maximum sound absorp- 

tion. Only one of the many American Seat-— 

ing Company types and styles of theatre 
seating. 


LEAR 


your theatre will bring 
patrons from without! 


were built to conform with proved 
posture principles. From a maze of 
research findings, came comfort fea- 
tures that were quickly recognized. 
Roomy, luxurious chairs ... seating 
built to fit the body—to ‘correctly 
support the spine to give the 
utmost in easy, natural comfort 
without slumping. 


Seating and Acoustics 


Then followed acoustical research. 
It was found that seating had a bear- 
ing on the acoustics of the theatre 
3 .. that pro perly built seating ab- 
sorbed sound and assisted in pro- 
ducing better sound effects. Chairs 
were built that minimized reverber- 
ation, echo and hollow sounds— 
that helped sound reproduction and 
eliminated rasping noises and jum- 
bling of words. 


Reseat for Profit! 


Your theatre—reseated with these 
comfortable, acoustically correct 
American Seating Company chairs 
will prove to be a magnet of patron 
drawing power ; ; ; an investment 
you must eventu- 
ally make if you ex- 
pect your daily re- 
ceipts to show a 
steady, healthy in- 


CAcoustics+ 
and Relation ‘aoling 


= crease. The facts 
& are available. Send 
for free, interesting 

booklet, ““Acous- 


tics and its Relation 
to Seating.” Ad- 
dress Dept. V8. 


American Seating Company 


Makers of Fine Seating for Churches, Schools and Theatres 
General Offices: 14 East Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois 
Branch Offices in All Principal Cities 
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HOW WOULD YOU 
LIKE GET THESE 
FOR NEXT SEASON? 


2 from 
DRESSLER-MORAN 


_ 2 from 
NORMA SHEARER 


4 from 
COSMOPOLITAN 


The first with GRACE MOORE 


4 from | 
JOAN CRAWFORD 


4 from 
WILLIAM HAINES 


& from 
MARION DAVIES 


from 
GRETA GARBO 


3 from 
RAMON NOVARRO 


1 from: 


LON CHANEY 


2 from 
JOHN GILBERT 


2 from 
BUSTER KEATON 


TIBBETT 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


When M-G-M stars them they stay starred! 


Another “Caught Short” 


Another “Divorcee” and 
“Let Us Be Gay” 


! Another “Big House” 
ii Another “Blushing Brides” , 
Va “Untamed” “Modern Maidens” | 


Another “Way Out West” 
and “The Girl Said No” 


te And Marion Davies in 


Another “Anna Christie” 
and “Romance” 


ot Another “Pagan” and 
i “Devil May Care” 


Another “Unholy Three” 
_ And a greater-than-ever 
q John Gilbert 


Another “Free and Easy” 
and “Dough Boys” 


And Lawrence Tibbett 
in the great “New Moon” 
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By Hays Producers Plus Tif.-Col. 


uncertainty regarding the at- 
f producers and distributors 
toward the work of the 5-5-5 com- 
mittee in formulating a standard 
exhibition contract was eliminated 
Monday when the Hays office stated 
that every one of its company mem- 
pers, including two outsiders, Co- 
jumbia and Tiffany, have endorsed 
the formula. 

Willingness to discontinue individ- 
wal methods in contractural relations 
nas also been outlined 100% from 
producers and distributors, it was 

“added. The use of different sys- 
tems, drawn up by various attor- 
neys for film companies, developed 
after the Federal Court had ruled 
the old uniform contract an illegal 
practice. 

Apparent success by some of the 
companies with their own formulas 
Jed to reports that these interests 
were not in sympathy with the 
5-5-5 movement and would adhere 
to their particular method. 

The new uniform contract, with 
the approval of exhibitors through- 
out the country, will be legal under 
the Judge Thacher decree, it is 
maintained by Hays and exhibitor 
leaders. 


RUBE 
WOLF 


All 
titude © 


BACK HOME 
AT 
LOEW’S STATE 


LOS ANGELES 


HEADING 
Fanchon & Marcn Ideas 


Indefinitely Beginning Aug. 21 


MAXINE EVELYN 


F OX THEATRE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Phil Arnold 


NO 
FANCHON-MARCO-ING IT 
PANTAGES THEA., HOLLYWOOD 
Direction—WM. PERLBERG 


‘men is not indicated. 


— 


K. C. Mers. and Unions 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

Daily conferences have been held 
here this week between the rep- 
resentatives of the several theatrical 
crafts organizations and the Kan- 
sas City Theatre Managers’ Asso- 
ciation, relative to the contracts for 
the coming season of 1930 and 1931. 

The three picture house circuits 
were represented by the division 
managers for this territory, W. A. 
Finney, for Loew; Tom D. Sorriero, 
for R-K-O, and Louis Finsky for 
Publix. 

It is said that the stage hands 
are asking for a six-day week, with- 
out reduction in the present scale, 
and that the operators are seeking 
a $2.50 a week advance. 

Managers are seeking to have a 
two-week notice clause written in 
the new contract with the musi- 
cians, the same as now exists in 
the contracts with the other the- 
atrical organizations. 

Nothing definite has been set- 
tled as the matter has been checked 
up to the home office for consid- 
eration. 


OUT CHECK 
XHIBS 


As a result of exhib resentment 
against checking of percentage en- 
gagements by William Burns’ de- 
tectives, coupled with reported dis- 
trib disapproval of that as a means 
of handling the situation, First Na- 
tional, first to experiment with cops, 
has dropped the idea entirely. 

FN percentage accounts’ are 
now being checked by auditors of 
a nationally known company, with 
Paramount having experimented 
with that system rather than cops 
through Sidney R. Kent’s standpat 
attitude against any flatfeet in any 
theatres they strve. 

Universal went for the Burns’ 
idea, taking the lead of FN, and 
is continuing with the cops in such 
percentage engagements that 
company has outside of the large 
chains which are seldom checked, 
larger circuits having access to the 
books of each other instead. 

Only Co. 

Whether U continues the Burns’ 
It’s the only 
company now using cops, having 
felt as FN did that a private de- 
tective as a checker would have a 
psychological effect on the gypping 
percentage player. 

Experienced auditors as checkers 
on indie accounts of the doubtful 
character now seems to be accepted 
as the best way out by leading pro- 
ducer-distribs, with the posting of 
a bond, Par’s original idea, as an- 
other protection against percentage 
cheaters. 

Gyp Racket Watched 

Many instances of gypping con- 
tinue to come to the attention of 
the distributors, with some so un- 
usual as a part of the racket, that 
they are keeping the sales forces 
on a close watch. 

When an old picture house was 
recently torn down, it was dis- 
covered that a special chute lead- 
ing from the balcony back to the 
box office was apparently used as a 
way of cutting down the distrib’s 
share of percentage engagements. 

One of the most interesting cases 
was that of a Southern California 
exhib playing a national product on 
percentage, with 50 per cent over a 
certain figure. When a checker 
from the nearest exchange showed 
up at the exhib’s house and made 
himself known, the exhib flew into 
a rage, saying he wouldn't stand 
for that, etc., etc. “My understand- 
ing with the exchange, was that I 
wouldn't be checked,’ he claimed. 

He’s checked closely now on all 
percentage bookings. 


Tiff's ist Western 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Tiffany’s first western this year, 
“The Utah Kid,” goes into produc- 
tion Aug. 25. 
Rex Lease and Dorethy Sebastian 
in leads. 


R-K-0 STEALS THUNDER 
IN OREGON EXP. POOL 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 19. 


R-K-O stole the thunder of 
Greater Talker Season here with 
neat scoops which violated no ethics 
but left other houses grabbing for 
lifebelts. Result nearly broke up 
the pool exploitation idea, which 
ran a poor second to R-K-O’s pri- 
vate “August R-K-O Month” cam- 
paign, plugged the week previous. 

Lesson, which should prove of fu- 
ture value, is, when you bunch the 
p.a.’s together, mind they don’t cut 
each other’s throats, 

No open friction, but a break 
found one Fox house pulling out to 
play its own dominoes, while an- 
other Fox house, generally thought 
to have clinched with Publix, also 
Pulled a fast one. 

Ted Gamble, R-K-O manager, co- 
operated at first, but slipped in 
“Dixiana” a week ahead of the 
gang’s big bookings. That started 
the stampede. Next R-K-O scoop 
was in advance exploitation that 
dulled the edge of everything. 

Fox houses salvaged the remains 
and Publix got what’s left. Ham- 
rick played independent but failed 
to exploit “Journey’s End” for what 
it was worth. 

Greater Film seasons always get 
over here, but would go biggér with 
all cards on the table and no aces 
in the hole. 

Joint exploitation doesn’t work 
for a big pot when any p.a. rings 
in his own dice. 


Tex. Indies Welcome Plan to Book 
Direct, but New Org. Needs 400 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

H. A. Cole, Texas Allied leader, 
and H. H. Cluck, indie exhib, have 
organized two new booking firms 
(indie), with main idea to get films 
direct from Hollywood producers to 
exhibs, minus usual exchange prof- 
its, fees, ete. 

Both have signed several willing 
prospects, while Cole hopped off to 
Chi and Minneapolis to look over 
Allied’s activities in the northwest 
portion. 

Unless they can get the some 400 
members of Texas Allied on the sig 
line, prospects look blue for either, 
even though indies in this section 
grab at slightest provocation to 
sock the distribs. So far it’s all 
only in experimental stage, indi- 
cates Cole. 

Cole suggested plan to Allied at 
their last convention here, but most 
of them doubted the idea of com- 
peting with producer-owned dis- 
tribs. 


After three days’ squabbling, Don 
Douglas, head of Dallas Film Board, 
managed to get some sort of zon- 
ing plan from the committee of 
Texas distributors, affiliated exhibs, 
and indies (non-Allied), which he 
assembled on distributors’ solicita- 
tion. 
| Texas Allied, claiming that they’re 


not represented in key towns most- 
ly involved in zoning, stayed out, 
although actually hostile to Douglas’ 
idea, which they claim benefits only 
producer-owned chains and the few 
indies in larger cities. 

New zoning idea (not officially 
announced) will likely protect keys 
of the 40,000 class on first run films 
within 25-mile radius, provided films 
run 60 days after date of national 
release. 

Douglas’ committee trimmed his 
original suggestion down. One of 
his ideas was to control prices on 
first runs, with top scaled as to first 
run, second, etc., and not as to 
houses. 

Both Publix, represented by P. K. 
Johnston, and R-K-O, by Lou Remy, 
okeyed the plan, with former get- 
ting especial benefit via Saenger- 
Dent acquisition, strong opposish to 
Texas Allied. 

New rules drafted have to pass 
a legal okay before applied, and 
Allied still has possible chance of 
blocking it through court action. 


LeRoy and Par 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Paramount is negotiating with 
Mervyn LeRoy for one picture to 
be made at its Long Island studios. 
LeRoy is now with F. N. 


New York 


What are Sound 
and Color Worth? 


- «» NATURALLY they are worth any- 
thing you can afford to pay for them. 
Here is a series of special tinted films 
that lend charming color, and give 
strikingly faithful sound, at the cost 
of black-and-white. “Eastman Sono- 
chrome Tinted Positive Films” is the 
name. They supply the two prime 
features of the modern motion pic- 


ture without any penalty of price. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 


Chicago 
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Film Houses Decide Talking Acts, 
Any Kind, 0. K. in Big Houses 


Bugaboo of talking acts in Pub- 
lix’s picture houses has been dis- 
pelled, with that operator now hav- 
ing placed an o. k. on any talking 
act, for units or other stage uses. 

While for a long time the picture 
houses, those operated by Publix 
and others, attempted to stay away 
as much as possible from talking 
acts, they are realizing more and 


more the large theatres aren’t as 
large a handicap as thought, if 
handicap at all. 

Publix is taking the attitude now 
that a good talking act can get over 
as well in a large picture house as 
in vaude and points to the fact that 
many theatres in the regular vaude 
field are as large as those in the 
picture chains. 

More talking acts, principally 
monologists, comedian singles and 
teams, have been booked for units 
during the past six months than be- 
fore. Publix has signed several 
from vaude falling in that category. 

Vaudeville’s. next to closers as 
well as fullstage comedy acts head- 
ed by a w. k. comedian are pre- 
ferred by Publix. 

The demand for comedy in pic- 
ture houses almost dictates this 
type of act be used, it is said by 
insiders. 


5 WKS. ADDED ON RKO’S 
| WESTERN UNIT TIME 


Five weeks will be added to the 
R-K-O western (Orpheum) unit 
show route, increasing that time to 

5 weeks. Added towns will be 

ttsburgh, Toledo, Albany, Troy 
and Schenectady. Pittsburgh and 
Toledo go in Aug. 30, and the others 
some time in Sept. 

The Pittsburg® stand is the Sheri- 
dan Sq., one of the Harris string, in 
straight picture for the past two 
years. Toledo, also straight films, 
adds vaude to play the R-K-O four- 
act units. 

Pittsburgh will fall between Cleve- 
land (105th St.) and Akron; Toledo 
between Akron and Minneapolis on 
the route. 


| Three Indies Resume 


Three indie houses are set to re- 
sume with vaude this fall through 
the Arthur Fisher office. 

They are the State, Middletown, 
N. Y., opening Thursday (21) with 


six acts instead of four, due to 
keener opposition; Peekskill, in 
Peekskill, N. Y., opening Sept. 4 


with five acts last halves only, and 
the Ritz, Port Richmond, S. I, open- 
ing around Sept. 15. 


WARNERS’ VAUDE 


Warner booking office will lose 
one when the Stanley, Utica, N. Y., 
goes straight pictures Aug, 23, but 
will break even Sept. 4 when the 
Strand, New Britain, Conn., adds 
vaude. 

In Utica biz with vaude has been 
off. In New Britain there has been 
a demand for return of stage shows. 
Both are Warner-owned. 

New Britain policy will be’ five 
acts each last half (four days). 


ILL AND INJURED 


Billie Maye (Roye and Maye) in- 
jured while dancing at the Albee, 
Brooklyn, last week and forced to 
withdraw. 

Mrs. Ted Claire, wife of the m.c., 
is convalescing at Sinai Hospital, 
Baltimore, following an operation. 
Mrs. Claire was stricken during her 
husband's engagement at Century 
theatre last week. 


JACK SIDNEY’S 
New Flash Act 


This versatile comedian 


“Anchors 
Aweigh,”’ which George 
Bennett and Sam Cariton 
are authoring and staging. 


A Variety Novelty 


JERRY CARGILL 


DWAY, NEW 
BRANT 


3 


[ Salaries for Freaks 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Big dough for newspaper freaks 
seems to be on the wane. Ann Gerry 
and Mike Guvas, champion dance 
marathoners with 2,700 hours of 
hoofing as their record, go into the 
Oriental Friday for one week at 
$300. 

Robert Johns and Serena Ber- 
gandi, dance champs two years ago 
with 300 hours their record, took 
$1,750 a week for playing the Mar- 
bro and Granada, 

And now $300. 


No Stage Show Plans 
For New Season by 
Big Theatre Chains 


The picture circuits are talking 
vaude and in most cases preparing 
quietly for the use of stage attrac- 
tions this season. In no case is any- 
thing decided on what will or prob- 
ably will be done. 

Publix is laying plans so that it 
can quickly organize itself for heavy 
usage of stage attractions through- 
out the country, with the hiring of 
vaude house managers one step in 
that direction. If the expected swing 
to vaude in a big way by the large 
picture circuits does not eventuate, 
the engagement of the vaudfilm 
managers will not have been a total 
waste. Publix is preparing itself in 
that way, so that it will not be left 
in the lurch if deciding on playing 
stage attractions on a large scale. 


The word from the inside is that 
almost overnight Publix can organ- 
ize a route of 50 weeks or more for 
vaude acts or stage attractions. 


Warners can provide about 20 
weeks any time the word is given. 
That circuit is now using stage at- 
tractions for houses totaling 10 
weeks of playing time, including the 
three weeks of Publix units in Jer- 
sey and Philly. 

Fox, Loew are other large circuits 
remaining undecided on what part 
vaude will play this fall and winter. 
The stagehand situation is reported 
acute with both, 


Picture Stagers Joining 
F. & M. Producing Staff 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Besides engaging Sammy Lee to 
produce a group of presentations, 
Fanchon & Marco have arranged 
with Leroy Prinz to stage a group 
of six. Prinz starts with expira- 
tion of his contract at Metro in 
October. 

F. & M. is also negotiating with 
Warners for Larry Ceballos, whose 
contract with the picture company 
has 30 more weeks to run. In the 
event a deal can be made, Cebellos 
will produce 12 presentations for 
the circuit. 


Vaude Indefinite 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

R-K-O is holding off future vaude 
dates for Milwaukee. Circuit last 
week notified acts booked into that 
city that after Aug. 31 dates could 
not be confirmed at present. 

Opening R-K-O vaude dates for 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., and Grand Rapids 
also have been shoved back from 


Sept. 1, 
Judgments 
Gene Austin, Ine.; Campbell, 
Connelly, Inc.; $2,657. 


Smart Set Ball Room, Inc.; Tre- 
buhs Realty Co., Inc., $1,289. 
Richard Herndon; J. A. Stewart; 
$312. 

Seaside Park, Inc.; 
Mattern Co.; $341. 


Ganther & 


Davey Lee With R-K-O 
Davey Lee, kid star, playing WB 
theatres, has a week starting Satur- 
day (23), with R-K-O at Paterson 
and Trenton, N., J. : 

He may be obtained for an addi- 


EDGAR BERGEN 
Has returned from the land of 
smorgosbord and tendsticker and 
from Ernst Rolf’s Review at the 
China theatre in Stockholm, Sweden 
where he presented his ventrilo- 
quist act “The Operation,” in 
Swedish, as one of the feature at- 
tractions. 

Now in preparation: “Professor 
Swenson on Sweden,” a Swede dia- 


Business,” a ventriloquial sketch. 
Week August 16, Keith's, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 


F. & M. Beaut Unit 


Galveston, Aug. 19. 

Dorothy Dell Goff, “Miss Uni- 
verse,” beauty prize winner of the 
national competition here, left Fri- 
day for Los Angeles, signed by 
Jack Loeb to head a vaude unit 
of Galveston Beauty Pageant Girls 
for Fanchon & Marco. 


Loeb, scouting for F. & M., also 
has the Misses Brooklyn, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Upper 
New. York, Ohio, Louisville and De- 
troit signed for the stage unit. 


Jake’s Rheumatiz 


Suffering with acute rheumatism, 
J. H. Lubin is confined to his home 
in New York. The illness has kept 
Loew’s vaude booking manager 
away’ from his desk several times 
of late. 

Mr. Lubin has continuously dis- 
regarded suggestions of friends and 
physicians he leave New York for 
a rest, for a change of climate, or 
Germany for the baths. Jake’s an- 
swer is that no matter where he 
goes his rheumatism will trail 
along, so going away won’t make 
much difference, 


Flippen Replaces Lewis 


J. C. Flippen goes in the new 
“Little Show” in Boston this week 
in place of Joe Lewis. The former 
Chi cafe m. c. and his part didn’t 
mix, 


Flippen was released by R-K-O 
from vaude bookings for the “Little 
Show” Spot. Brady & Wieman, 
producers, had previously attempt- 
ed to get Gus Van as Lewis’ suc- 
cessor. 


lect comedy act, and “Business Is} 


Equity Favors Morris 
Permit—Partner, Par, Holds It Up 


BARTON STARRING 


Recovered, Shuberts Have 
edian for “A. & M.” 


Com- 


James Barton, recuperating from 
a recent illness, will be starred by 
the Shuberts in “Artists and Mod- 
els,” revised for the road, instead 
of co-featured with Fannie Brice 
in Billy Rose’s “Corned Beef and 
Roses.” 

The Shubert revue, a flopper in 
New York, is being rebuilt and 
east, rehearsing to open Sept. 8 
in Chicago. Phil Baker, Shaw and 
Lee and Aileen Stanley will be in 
again. 

Reports persist, despite denials, 
that George Jessel will be Miss 
Brice’s opposite in the Rose show. 
Shuberts intended to use Jessel in 
“Wonder Bar” and Georgie says 
everything oke with the boys; he’s 
going to stick. 


VAUDE OUT OR CUT 
WHEN ‘FRONT’ IN RKO 


Due to the length of the U fea- 
ture, “Western Front,” R-K-O 
houses will either drop vaude dur- 
ing its engagement or reduce to one 
or two acts. 

First to go straight film for the 
entire week with “Front” will be 
Schnectady. 

R-K-O has the U film for some 
territories, while WB and Para- 
mount have it for others. 


Murphy Too Often 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Bob Murphy will be out of the 
R-K-O unit at Long Beach next 
week, due to his having played the 
house twice this year. 

Hollywood Starlets, local kid act, 
will replace Murphy for the one 
week. Latter has a 40-week blan- 
ket contract with the circuit. 


Pearce with Jacobs 

Artie Pearce, who went to Holly- 
wood last year to open a branch 
office there for Jack Curtis, is re- 
turning to New York. 

He will be back on the R-K-O 
booking floor as an associate of 
Jenie Jacobs, under Miss Jacobs’ 
franchise. 


Misses Hoey and Perfect 

Two femmes from musicals are to 
try vaude via R-K-O. 
Evelyn Hoey, late of “Fifty Mil- 
lion Frenchmen” opens Saturday 
(23) at the 8ist Street, while Rose 
Perfect opened this week at Flush- 
ing. 


Lang and Haley’s Route 
A route from Nov. 29, next, to Aug. 
1, 1931, has been awarded Lang and 
Haley by R-K-O. 
The act starts in New York and 
winds up on an intact. 


Publix Returning Permanent — 
M. C.’s to Deluxers on Unit Trail 


Permanent master of ceremonies 
are going back into Publix deluxers 
on the unit trail. 
Wanted as m. c’s on return to the 
policy are men who are either musi- 
cians with ability to do comedy, or 
singles from vaude and other fields 
who know a little about conducting 
bands, or, more preferably, m. c.’s 
who can do both well. 
Horace Heidt is mentioned as a 
possibility for the New York Par- 
amount through Publix’s signing of 
him for 26 weeks following his first 
unit tour. Only hitch on making 
him a permanent m. c. is that Pub- 
lix is paying Heidt $4,700 a week, 
with that including his band. 
Present plans are to have the per- 
manent m. c.’c spotted in the Publix 
unit houses by Sept. L 

Singles 
Publix may experiment with vaude 
singles like George Beatty, Billy 
Glason and others for the m. c.’ing 
assignment, under the opinion pic- 
ture houses should pick m. c.’s the 


tional week, it is understood. 


same as vyaude, does. 


Formerly Publix went to the mu- 
sician ranks for its m. c. people, with 
the result most were good conduc- 
tors for the stage bands, but aside 
from introducing acts were unable 
to make their role important to the 
shows, 

The circuit switched to traveling 
m. c.’s shortly after Loew’s adopted 
that policy, with the former perma- 
nently placed’ stage band conductors 
going over the whole route with 
shows. Idea leading to that move 
was inspired by thought units would 
work better with the m. c. not hav- 
ing to prepare for a new one each 
week, 

In some cases where acts on unit 
shows fitted in with the plan, some- 
one would be picked to double for 
the m. c. work, with that said to 
have worked out more suitably and 
in a measure is responsible for the 
return to the permanent m. c. sys- 
tem. 

Publix will probably rotate the 
m. c.’8 after several weeks in one 


Action on granting of an Equity 
permit to the William Morris 
Agency is being held in abeyance, 
pending the return this week (18) 
of Paul Turner, Equity’s counsel for 
legal opinion on Morris's Status 
with issuance or refusal of permit 
hingeing on Turner's decision. 


Morris’s permit was threshed out 
partly in the regular council meet. 
ing last week, the discussion caus. 
ing an overlapping session Wednes. 
day, after which it was decided tg 
call in Turner. 


Controversy over the Morris ap. 
plication is due to permit regula. 
tions not allowing a partnership bee 
tween caster and employing pro. 
ducer. With Paramount-Publix 
having an interest in the Morrig 
Agency it places the agent in a spot 
contrary to Equity’s regulations, 

A Hint 


Equity makes no secret of itg 
willingness to grant Morris a per. 
mit, in fact welcoming his coming 
in, and will consult Turner as to 
the proper premise under which 
the Morris Agency may be granted 
permit without breaching its set 
rules of operation. 


Although no definite outline hag 
been discussed it has been hinted 
that Morris could incorporate hig 
legit and picture casting depart- 
ments into a separate organization, 
not including Paramount as a part- 
ner in the new concern. 


The above seems the logical out, 
it is said, since even if Morris 
should agree not to make place- 
ments with Paramount in other 
than the vaude division over which 
Equity has no control, this would 
not make the Morris Agency eli- 
gible for granting of permit. 
According to Equity the matter 
will take a week or so to untangle 
the situation before a decision is 
reached. 


LOEW’S UNDECIDED; 
VAUDE DEPENDS 


Though the new vaude season is 
fast approaching Loew is as un- 
decided on stage shows in New 
York and out of town as it was & 
month ago, <All reports of vaude for 
various Loew cities this fall are not 
even based on tentative plans, an 
exec stated. 

Everything will depend, it was 
stated, on what the next few weeks 
bring about, that including general 
conditions, theatre trade with alle 
sound policies and present negotie 


‘ations with union crafts. 


Stage Shows Back with 
Pan, K. C., New Owners 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

Confirmation of the deal whereby 
the Charno Amusement Co. secured 
possession of the local Pantages 
theatre has been announced. After 
10 years of Pantages operation the 
theatre passes into the hands of an 
independent organization. 
Control of the prceperty was ac- 
quired by buying the building and 
its operating equipment and taking. 
over the 99-year leasehold, com- 
manding an annual ground rent of 
$25,000. 
The new company is headed by 
A. H. Mack; ‘owner of the Glennon’ 
and Mercer hotels, president. Louis 
Charnisky, managing the theatre 
for several years, continues. He is 
secretary and treasurer of the com- 
pany. With the change comes the 
return of stage shows, Fanchon and 
Marco units, in addition to pictures. 
No change in price, 25 and 50. 


Harry Burns’ New Act 


Harry Burns, back from the Coast, 
where he was with Metro in comedy 
shorts, is readying a new vaude act. 
He drove back from California. 


Poli, Scranton, Vaude Again? 


Nothing definite on the policy fot 
the Poli house in Scranton, Pa. 
which becomes  Publix-operated 
next month, but present indications 
point to vaude being installed alongs 
with talkers. 

Comerford last used vaudfilm pol- 
icy but Publix will do the vaude 
placing and not the Amalgamated 


house, as in the past. 


Vaude Agency (Comerford). 
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VAUDE GOING 


Odd Angle on Vaude Contracted 


Act Brings Out Legal Opinions 


A peremptory switch by R-K-O 
late last week of a term contracted 
act by it to Loew’s, without the act 
peing consulted, brought out a 
double opinion by theatrical attor- 
neys that R-K-O had the power to 
do so under its contract. After 
that had been settled, R-K-O re- 
gcinded the Loew dates taken up, 
owing to an unexpected opening for 
the turn in one of its own bills. 

Wilton and Weber are the turn. 
Booked by Johnny Hyde of the 
Morris office for Loew’s State this 
week and Loew’s Met, Brooklyn, 
week after next, those two weeks 
were open on their R-K-O 35-week 
yearly term contract made by them 
with the former Keith office. Hav- 
ing repeated over the R-K-O rouie, 
Charlie Freeman readily assented to 
the Loew opposition houses upon 
request made by Marvin Schenck, 
who made an emergency booking of 
the team. 


Later Schenck decided he could 
use the turn for about eight more 
Loew weeks. Freeman again agreed 
and said R-K-O would make that 
booking direct, charging those 
eight weeks off against the un- 
played time on the 35 weeks of this 
new season under the act’s R-K-O 
agreement, next season being the 
final one of the original three-year 
period. 


This R-K-O direct booking with 
Loew's, unprecedented, was _ en- 
tered without knowledge or con- 
gent of the two boys involved, nor 
of the R-K-O agent, Hugo Morris. 
Wilton and Weber protested to 
Messrs. Schenck and Freeman, ob- 
jecting principally to the R-K-O 
summary disposition of them. 

Contract’s Clause 


Freeman advanced a_ contract 
elause permitting R-K-O to shift 
any act at will. He told the team 
the R-K-O legal department had 
passed upon the clause and in- 
formed the booking office to pro- 
ceed with the Loew booking. 
Schenck on receiving 
passed up the affair as a matter of 
business with the Loew’s booking 


(Continued on page 45) 


end. 


Actors’ Stage Wedding 
At Keith’s, Syracuse 


Syracuse, Aug. 19. 
A stage romance starting in Cedar 
Rapids a year ago will culminate 
here tonight when Roy Sedley, 
comedian, and Harriet Hilliard, 


dancer, are to walk down the cen- 
ter aisle of Keith’s. They will be 
married on the stage by Justice of 
Peace Walter G. Gibbons, 

Mae Laibow and Raymond Baird, 
partners in the Sedley act, will 
be maid of honor and best man, 
while six girls from one of the other 
acts will be in the procession. 

Miss Hilliard left her act in Okla- 
homa City to make the trip here. 


Fox Testing Flesh’ 
Return to Stage Units 
For Mid-West, Chi. 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
First actual step towards bring- 
ing professional stage entertainment 
back’ to the midwest Fox houses will 
be made Sept. 15, when Al Cope- 
land starts a stage band policy at 
the northside Crown theatre. Crown, 


managed by Al Bachman, is to be 
used as a proving grounds for flesh. 

Week is to be divided into four 
units. Mon. and Tues. listed “Crown 
Frolics”’; Wed. and Thurs. “Divi- 
sion St. Gaieties,” Friday ‘Pre-View 


Night,” Sat. and Sun. straight 
vaudeville. 

Vaude is also going back into 
three other Fox neighborhood 


houses, with the Sheridan expected 
to return shortly to presentations. 


Duncan Girls’ One Week 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Duncan Sisters play a return date 
at the Chicago theatre week of 
Aug. 22 at $3,500. 
A special unit will 
around the sisters. 


be built 


1,000 Actors Have Quit Stage 


(Continued from page 1) 


gives preference to actors on all 
jobs, although admitting an actor 
is not always reliable at laymen’s 
work. 

In his relief work for idle per- 
formers, Markus has gathered some 
@ata. Actor: best suited by tem- 
perament to commercial jobs, states 
Fally, are the middle-aged, too old 
to carry on in the theatre, or the 
very young who didn’t spend the 
years in the show business that 
tend to make one unsuited to any 
ether sort of employment. 

25 to 40 Difficult 

Actors whose ages range from 25 
to 40 are the most difficult to place 
commercially, in that a taste of 
show biz has soured them toward 
anything else, with the theatre life 
&nd commercial way of living and 
Working miles apart. It’s extreme- 
ly hard for them to become accus- 
tomed to the hours and the work— 
&nd the salaries. After a short 
time the low salaries, in contrast 


to the vaude salaries they formerly. 


secured, provoke a yen for the 
stage once more. The hope that 
Some day they might get a break 

k in snow biz seemingly never 
dies in them. 

Events like the following occur 
*Fegularly: Last week 2 30-year-old 
dancer, with about 12 years of 
vaude experience, but no luck late- 

in that line, was placed in a 
theatre doorman job. After work- 
ing at it for three days he failed 
to appear at the theatre. A call 


at his home met with information 
that he had decided to chance a 
return to the stage. 

Many actors now holding down 
commercial jobs maintain theatrical 
relations by making the rounds of 
agencies and booking offices in their 
spare moments. They alwys hope 
for a place in a show or an act, to 
quit the tough hours and hard work 
for low pay. 

A. M. and P. M. Route 


It has been noted that some act- 
ors call at the commercial employ- 
ment agencies early in the morning. 
If unsuccessful there, make the 
booking office tour in the afternoons. 
A total loss there also, they return 
to the employment offices in the 
evening. 

R-K-O, the only variety circuit 
maintaining a special bureau for 
acts that can’t get satisfaction 
throug:. their own agents, inter- 
views between 25 and 30 acts daily. 
About» 30% are repeaters, hitting 
that office about twice a month. 
Once in a while Chester Stratton, 
in charge of this work, manages 
to land a “showing” for the most 
deserving, but the field is crowded 
and chances slight. Stratton has 
also observed that many of the 25 
to 35 seen daily are living on small 
salaries from commerciai jobs and 
making the booking agency call in 
spare time. 

Stratton states there are more 
heart throbs in his job in one week 
than in the whole yearly output of 


drama fiction. 


A-DAY NEXT 


PRESENTATIONS 


R-K-O Seemingly Contem- 
plates Increased Playing 
Daily by Vaude Acts— 
Performers Can’t Stand 
Them—Palace, Cleveland, 
and Fordham, N. Y., Al- 
ready Set —No Two-a- 
Dayer Left in U. S. 


VAUDE REP LOST 


R-K-O is moving toward a four- 
a-day policy in neighborhoods where 
its theatres are alone with stage 
shows and vaude or where business 
warrants increase. Palace, 
Cleveland; and Fordham, New York, 
start four-a-day Aug. 30, going 
from three to four on that date. 

Three-a-day has completely elimi- 
nated the old two performances 
daily policy, with not_a single two- 
a-day vaude theatre in the country 
at present. Nearest to strictly two 
daily is the straight vaude 
York Palace, which gives two shows 
six days a week and three on Sun- 
days. 

When the increase to four-a-day 
occurs generally vaude will no longer 
be distinctive from presentations 
from the acts’ viewpoint. It is likely 
the preference of some acts for 
vaude because of its lesser number 
of shows will pass out. 


R-K-O has already gone to the 
four-a-day policy ijn many sections, 
notably the Interstate territory in 
Texas and the south, now 100% 
four-a-day. 

Fordham’s change from three to 
four was ordered to take care of a 
jump in biz. In its upper Bronx 
section the Fordham was left with 
the stage policy and vaude trade 
exclusively by exit of two Loew 
houses from the stage show field. 
R-K-O claims the improved grosses 
are due to the Fordham’s new ex- 
clusiveness, and claims the same 
for other theatres in neighborhoods 
where Loew’s recently eliminated 
opposing vaude, 


Often Discussed 


Four and five shows daily for 
vaudeville again brings up the oft 
discussed subject. Consensus of 
opinion amongst vaude showmen 
and artists has been vaude acts can 
not stand up for merit under that 
sort of a grind. Acts become in- 
different and mechanical, other than 
their demand for more salary for 
more work. Cutting down the run- 
ning time of an act because of the 
several daily performances is no 
surcease to the actor. He feels he is 
“in jail’ in the theatre holding him 
for four or five shows and his stage 
performance reflects the state of 
mind he is in. 

In neighborhoods the solution of 
even a third show audience daily 
has never been found. Two full 
houses daily would be most wel- 
comed by any neighborhood house 
management. The “supper show” as 
the third performance has been call- 
ed was found to be a waste. To the 
few patrons in the theatre for it, the 
performance became a gag for the 
actors would not work to the ushers 
only. 

2 Shows Nightly 

Years ago wher. the futility of the 
“supper show” was recognized where 
it originated, in the middle west, a 
substitute was sought and partiaily 
found in the two shows nightly 
(after 7). The attendance at these 
two shows as a rule, however, ex- 

(Continued on page 45) 


Old and New “Sisters” 


Matrimony has split another yaude 
sister team, through the marriage of 
Grace Dreon and her subsequent re- 
tirement. 

Edna Dreon with Florence Dag- 
more will do the former Dreon Sis- 


ters’ act. 


New |. 


UNITS OUT IN UTICA 


Shows Shifted to Worcester—WB 
Stanley Orchestra on Notice 


Utica, Aug. 19. 
Fox Avon, which has been having 
best business in Utica with feature 
talkers and Fanchon & Marco com-" 
binations, let their orchestra go last 
night and concluded runs of the 
revues, 

Manager Walter League said 
stage show elimination is tempo- 
rary. Show is transferred to Wor- 
cester, League said. 

Although Warner Bros.’ Stanley 
orchestra got its notice weeks ago, 
it has been held on for week to 
week engagement. 


PLAY 


“There are no more pet actors. 
We're running our booking office to 
suit ourselves. Actors aren’t run- 
ning it any more.” 

Charlie Freeman, R-K-O book- 
ing head, making that statement, 
asked that it be placed on record. 

Freeman reiterated a previous 
statement that unjustified tempera- 
ment won't be tolerated and dis- 
satisfaction will be met with re- 
lease. “We'll live up to every word 
of our contracts, but we won’t go 
beyond that,” he continued. “If acts 
become dissatisfied with their 
agreements with us, they can quit. 
If they won’t co-operate they don’t 
have to play the circuit. 

“Booking office pets made it tough 
for other acts. They believed the 
booking office couldn’t get along 
without them and some may have 
convinced the bookers they were 
right. They squawked about bill- 
ing and when they did a non- 
squawking though more deserving 
act had to suffer. . 

“We're all washed up with that 
sort of stuff. When we book an act 
we want to play the same act we 
booked, with no stalling or cheat- 
ing, in or out of town. When a 
billing agreement is stipulated in 
a contract, that agreemen: must be 
kept until the contract expires and 
not changed to suit anyone’s whim. 

“There are too many acts avaii- 
able against the number of vaude- 
ville theatres today for any act to 
cause dissension without cause. We 
don’t have to play that sort of act 
and won't. 

“We'll play ball only with acts 
who play ball with us,” Freeman 
concluded, 


RKO Withdraws Act on Radio Hour 
For Wrong Song and Non-Rehearsal 


First disciplinary measure in 
James H. Turner’s direction of the 
R-K-O radio program was in tak- 
ing Louise Groody and Neville 
Fleeson off the Tuesday (12) night 
hour at the last minute, after they 
were announced. 


This followed reported unwilling- 
ness of Miss Groody to sing the 
song R-K-O requested, “Sometimes 
I'm Happy,” with which she has 
been recently identified. The girl 
wanted to do a number by Fleeson, 
with whom she is touring in vaude, 


Miss Groody and Fleeson appear- 
ed for the dress rehearsal but at 
nene of the previous rehearsals, 
thereby violating a new rule of 
Turner’s that all must properly re- 
hearse their material. Turner, as- 
sistant to Hiram S. Brown, is re- 
ported having decided that all acts 
unwilling to rehearse are out. 


At the end of the Tuesday night 
program, R-K-O failed to make an 
apology for the non-appearance of 
Miss Groody and Fleeson, but at 
the end of the half hour ether lay- 
out, sent word over the air that 
they had been withdrawn, without 
giving reasons, 

Difference Opinion 

Turner’s rules in connection with 
the R-K-O hour are understood t6 
have been inspired in part by the 
feeling of NBC that most vaude 
acts are no good for radio, Turner 
contends that while some of their 
material isn’t, some is. His atti- 
tude is that the material must be 
selected and rehearsals are essen- 
tial for that reason. 

Programs are now being arranged 
three weeks in advance and further 
by Turner, 


Baby Given Away 


Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 

Because they thought they had a 
better chance of increasing their 
family, David and Lulu Keluholo- 
kai, appearing with a Hawaiian 
troupe at the Steel Pier, turned 
over their five-months-old daugh- 
ter, Wilma, to Joseph and Lucy Lo- 
pez, fellow members of the troupe, 
who have been childless since their 
marriage 16 years ago. 

The Keluholokais are 21 and the 
Lopezes 32, 

Common Pleas Judge Joseph Co- 
rio made the transfer legal. 


Radio Franks’ Road House 


Frank Wright and Frank Bessin- 
ger, former vaude and broadcasting 
team, have taken over Maresca’s 
Inn, West New York, N. J.,. oper- 
ating it as Radio Franks’ Rendez- 
vous. 

The Franks and dance orchestra 
comprise the nightly entertainment 
there. 


Canned Music as Substitute for 
Pit Orchestra in Vaude Houses 


Canning of music for vaude rou- 
tines, together with supplemental 
material for an entire show, taking 
in march music and matter for 
waits between acts, etce., is being 
discussed as one way of cutting 
down overhead on operation of a 
stage policy in the indie field. 

With two cr three turntables in 
the pit or where wanted, with pos- 
sibly two men to operate, it is de- 
clared that this replacement of 
musicians in theatres that cannot 
stand the stage shcw overhead may 
be another way of ° irnessing sound 
further for amusement purposes, 

Showmen realizing that indies 
need entertainment in the flesh as 
badly as the larger circ.its, feel 


that the canning of acce'nanying 


music for stage shows is merely 
around the corner. o~ 

It is insisted that outside of the 
largest houses the canning of music 
for vaude shows should be prac- 
tical. 

Kicks 

While most vaude patrons would 
likely kick against the canned 
music at first same as they did 
when sound pictures marched in, 
showmen claim fans will get used 
to that, too. 

Music for every part of present 
day picture house and vaudfilm. 
shows, including feature, shorts, 
news and trailers, is coming from 
the can, with only the stage shows 
keeping the musicians on the pay- 
roll, 
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JEFF DAVIS, Associate... 


Representing Acts of Merit 


BILLY JACKSON 


1560 Broadway, New York _.*. 


Bryant 1753 


FRED CLINTON 


“The Little Italian Girl” 


The BEST No. 2 Act in Vaudeville 
Playing the BEST Theatres 


WATCH FOR OPENING | FRANK DE RUE 


Presents 
In Preparation 
An Extraordinary 
Comedy Act 


CHOLET 


JAKOBE 
“The Pick Up’ 


A Novelty? Yes, 


if There Ever Was 


with CHAS. LAKE 


' By JACK HANLEY and EDWARD SIPERT 


E. MERIAN Presents 


MLLE. 


LEE 
MARINOFF 


in a Surprising Novelty 


of Our Own Creation 


AND 
MELODIANS 


5 Matchless Music Makers 
offer 


“MELODIES OF TODAY” 


A Demonstration of the Modern Development of MULTI-MENTALISM Practiced ORIGINALLY by 
LAO TZE, ARCHIMEDES, CAESAR, NAPOLEON AND TAMEO KAJIYAMA 


FREDDIE CRAIG, Jr., 


“The Boy With the Remarkable Index Brain” 


“VARIETY” Says, “16 Minutes, but Seems Half That” 


STARTING R-K-0 TOUR BUFFALO (August 9) 


AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO THE MASTER TAMEO KAJIYAMA 


SENSATIONAL GYMNASTS 


ALEXANDER 
TROUPE 


A THRILL A MINUTE 


BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW SEASON 


ROCCO VOCCO 


RADIO MUSIC CORP. 


THE UNCANNY JAP 


K. T. KUMA . « « “Oriental Mysteries” 


ENTERTAINING BITS OF DECEPTION 


| Performing the Miraculous Magic BS Perfected by Our Honorable Ancestors 3000 Years Ago 


TWO CANNY JAPS 


\ 
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VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


2 Syracuse Houses with 20c Top, 
Playing Vaudilm Combo Bills 


Syracuse, Aug. 19. 

With the Empire switching to 
yaudefilm, booking inde- 
pendently, the city now has two 
houses combining subsequent runs 
with stage bills with a 20c. top. 
Frank Sardino’s Syracuse pioneered 
the policy, but the Empire's experi- 
ment seems even more successful. 
On the basis of the first week, the 
combination bill looks like a winner 
at the Empire, whereas with films 
alone the house was going into the 
red weekly. 

Empire, managed by Morris 
Fitzer, seems to be attracting 
some of the Syracuse clientele, with 
the bulk of its patronage drawn 
from the de luxe houses. 

Syracuse changes bills three times 
a week, while the Empire will shift 
on Sunday and Thursday. Both 
houses are using three and four 
acts as available. 

Empire has a 10c, matinee, with 
nights at 10-20. Syracuse gets a 
dime straight Monday to Thursday, 
with 10-20 applying otherwise. 

This is the third policy to be tried 


George ANDRE & Co. 


ADAGIO FOURSOME 


BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 


at the Empire since it closed as a 
stock medium. First run films at 
50c. failed, nor were second runs 
and indie first runs, next tried, suc- 
cessful. 

If the vaudefilm policy continues 
to click, it virtually spells the 
death-knell of legit in this city. 
Empire is the only house available 
for stage shows after the Wieting 
is turned over to a wrecking crew 
on Sept. 1. Both the Shuberts and 
the Erlanger office have considered 
the Empire, but either felt the 
asked price was too high or that, 
other policies failing, it would be 
available at a reasonable 
figure when the touring season 
opens. 


Unions Stop Stage Shows 


Utica, N. Y., Aug. 19. 
Owing to unsettled union condi- 
tions here, there will be no more 
stage shows booked into the Avon 
by the F. & M. offices in New York. 
It will continue as straight sound. 


Loew's Units “Name’’-less 


In swinging into the fall season, 
Loew’s stage units will use no 
“names.” 

Loew’s declares it has been all 
through the “names” experiment 
and is all through with it. 


Vaude at Lynn 


Vaude goes into the Olympia, 
Lynn, Mass., beginning Aug. 28. 
Lawrence Golde of the William 
Morris office will book three days 
of vaude into the house each week. 

Olympia, Par-Publix house, is 
now straight pictures. 


Band Back at 125th 

A stage band policy will go back 
into Proctor’s 125th Street, probably 
the first week in September. 

This kills reports that the uptown 
house in the heart of spreading 
Harlem would be in straight pic- 
tures indefinitely, as other oldtimer 
vaudfilms. 


With William Halligan out of 
“Pre-War Scotch,” Milt Francis has 
been engaged to fill his part. Hal- 
ligan has gone into a Par picture. 


Marcus 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


Loew 


LOEW BUILDING 


ANNE 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 


BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL 


MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


The Piano Player 


Singing singles, with excep- 
tion of a few “names” are 
scrapping piano accompanists 
this season to work with house 
orchestras instead. 

Aside from dressing up the 
act the pianists are now rated 
as excess by the singles, who 
prefer to go solo and save the 
$125 to $150 a week usually 
demanded by the stage accom- 
panists, claiming the nonde- 
script ivory thumper is not 
worth that much for compan- 
ionship or in enhancing the 
value of the act. 

A few name accompanists, 
some of them composers, are 
still and probably always will 
be in demand so long as musi- 
cal comedy “names” crack 
vaude for occasional spurts. 


Vaude Out at Atlanta 


Loew's has decided to eliminate 
vaude in Atlanta, as reported. Date 
set for the change to straight pic- 
tures there is Aug. 23. 

Canton and Norfolk drop Loew 
stage shows a week later. 


VAUDE’S 4-A-DAY 


(Continued from page 43) 
cept on the week ends, seldom 
reached full capacity for one, and 
the latter performance usually play- 
ing before the hold over sleepers in 
the orchestra chairs from the first 
show. 

Four shows daily never have been 
thought of in connection with what 
is known as a vaude circuit, such as 
R-K-O. Such a move will cost R- 
K-O its vaude reputation with the 
public, that is now almost exclu- 
sively held by it. That will occur 
even before another of the many 
policy changes R-K-O has been un- 
dergoing for over a year now, will 
restore the houses to their original 
vaude playing policies. 


Incorporations 


New York 
William H. Leahy, Inc., New York 
City, theatres, plays. Gerson H. Wer- 


ner, Fréd J. Leonard, Theresa Brown. 

Sound Research Corp., New York City, 
synchronizing reproducing devices; 1,000 
shares no par value. Benjamin Bano- 
witz, Joseph D. Karp, Meyer Emanuel. 

Carolyn, Ine., New York City; $10,000; 
amusements. I. Lee Merin, Henry Bob- 
koff, George J. Aronson. 

Dora Film Co., New York City; $2,000. 
Diuilo Marazzi, Charles J. Volpe, Bat- 
tista Bollaro. 

Olinville Amusement Co., New York 
City, vaude and pictures; $50,000. Sol 
Rosenblum, Jack Reinstein, Estelle Is- 
mack, 

Walgor Amusement Co., Buffalo. James 
Wallingford, Kathryn Wasllingfor, Philip 


J. Gordon, Buffalo. 

Culture Films, New York City; $50,000; 
pictures, plays. Terry Turner, Stanley 
S. Neal, George J. Vestner. 

G,. & G. Amusement Enterprises, New 
York City, amusements. Charles E. and 
Rose Grumpecht, Baldwin, L. I.; Peter 


J. Guthy, Kew Gardens. 

Mayo Danceland, New York City, dance 
halls, roof gardens. James Duffy, Denis 
Doherty, Elien Doherty. 

Brandt Theatrical Enterprices, Brook- 
lyn; 100 shares no par value; pictures, 
plays. Philip F. Jacobs, James S. Horo- 
witz, James Port. 

Commodore Amusements, Buffalo, the- 
atres. Jacob G. Israel, Isador Setel, 
Donald M. Crawford, Buffalo. 

Unity Operating Co., New York City; 
$2,000; theatres. Isidore Sokolow, Ann 
Barat, Betty Finkelstein. 

Technique Products, New York City; 
$25,000; vaude, pictures. Julius Kend- 
ler, Saul Hammer, Estelle Kaplan 

Ithaca Casino-Park Co., Inc., Ithaca; 
100 shares preferred, $100; amusement 
devices. Herman Berghoitz, Lawrence 
Cc. Rumsey, Harold Simpsen, Ithaca. 


California 


Hermosa Theatre Co., Ltd., Hermosa; 
capital, $25,000; subscribed, $3. Helen | 
Sullivan, Max DeGroot, Max Bernstein 

Brunswick Holding Corp., Ltd., Los 
Angeles; capital, 2,500 shares; subscribed, 
$30. Robert S. Mayock, Clifford Marker, 
Arthur G. Fitzgerald. i 

Lina Basquette, Inc., Ltd., Los An- 
geles; capital, $10,000; subscribed, $3. 
Lina B. Marley, J. Peverell Marley, Ivan 
L. Hiler. 

International Association of Nuts, Los 


Angeles; no capital stock. Dudley K. 
Ladd, Robert L. Finlay, Liewellyn 
Geo rge. 


Tom Thumb Golf, Inc., Los Angeles— 


Capital, $500,000, subscribed $50. V. P 
Lucas, John M. Concannon, Joseph J. 
Herlihy, John C. Gorman, Henry G. 


Bodkin. 

Golf Course, Ine., Ltd., Los Angeles— 
Capital 2,000 shares, none subscribed. 
John H. Moore, Winnie J. Moore, M. W. 
Cornitius. 

Village Golf Club, Ltd., 
Capital stock $100,000, 
Puncan C. Pell, jr., M. 


Los Angeles— 
subscribed $7. 


H. Rogers, M. G. 
G 


Hall, J. 8. Armstrong, Wade. 


CONTRACT’S ODD ANGLE 


(Continued from page 43) 
office. The clause relied upon by 
R-K-O has been in the Keith con- 
tract for years. Its first objective 
was to permit Keith's to book con- 
tracted acts with the outside houses 
securing vaude through its Family 
Department. 

Upon consulting their attorney, 
Julius Kendler, Mr. Kendler agreed 
in part with the opinion passed by 
the R-K-O legal dept. He informed 
his clients that R-K-O had the 
right to order them to play else- 
where under the contract, to take 


up the R-K-O time and the R-K-O 


agreement was equitable since it 
guaranteed the act 35 weeks a sea- 
son, 
Kendler brushed aside thought of 
restraint of trade, mutual regula- 
tion of salaries, or an anti-trust 
operation by two competing cir- 
cuits, despite such matters have 
been commonly frowned upon in 
theatricals, particularly by the De- 
partment of Justice. He said the 
R-K-O contract provision gov- 
erned the point in dispute, with the 
only recourse left for the act in a 
damage action to recover if R-K-O 
caused Wilton and Weber a finan- 
cial loss in an outside booking 
transaction. Except, added the 
theatrical attorney, if bad faith or 
conspiracy could be proven by the 
act against the two circuits, in 
their especial matter. 
Pow-Wowing 

While this pow-wowing was go- 
ing on Freeman suddeniy found a 
spot for the act on the R-K-O time, 
partially through the Sheridan 
Square, Pittsburgh, taking on the 
R-K-O unit shows commencing 
Aug. 30... He notified the act of the 
reversal of the Loew booking and 
ordered it to remain with R-K-O 
for the remainder of its contract. 


Wilton and Weber consulted their 
attorney after advising with friends, 
mostly through the principle in- 
volved. It is the first time on rec- 
ord one vaude booking agency has 
attempted to place direct one of its 
contracted acts with a competing 
circuit at the same salary called 
for in the agreement. With R-K-O 
an act plays three to four times 
daily in its combo houses; in 
Loew’s presentation houses where 
Wilton and Weber would have ap- 
peared during the eight weeks, the 
playing policy is four or five daily. 

The unusualness of the R-K-O 
action brought about a momentary 
commotion. 


NEW ACTS 
Joe Besser and Co. (4). 
Sid Marion and Marie Duval, two- 
act. 


Vaude Boys’ First Film 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Tom Nawn and Ed Foster, both 
formerly in vaude, have been cast 
in Metro’s “The Dark Star.” 


This is the boys’ first picture. 


Frank Harrigan, retired from 
vaude, is associated with the Fally 


Bowery Bums 


(Continued from page 1) 


pedigrees that will be found in 
wealthy suburbia and at the shows 
is almost alarming to a strange 
passerby. 

Dogs of the Park Avenue class 
are also admitted to hotels. The 
Prince, the Uncle Sam and a host of 
other hobo hostelries admit them. 
One bum with an unquestionably 
finely bred chow was seen to enter 
a hotel much in the manner of a 
lackey to a master. The dog went 
in first in a very snooty way and the 
bum, an old one in the described 
ragged regalia followed him, ob- 
viously humbly. 


Good Living 


From some of the folks down 
there who know, ’tis said that dog 
snatchers from the Bowery are 
making a better living uptown than 
cup wielders and fiddle sawers. 
Holding the animal for a couple of 
days after the usual reward notice 
has been published in the dailies, 
the bum dog robber either puts in 
a@ personal appearance with the 
booty or else trails a better dressed 
hobo with a smoother line, who 
takes the dough for return. 
Sometimes, and quite often, it is 
told, the pup stolen from a parked 
Park Avenue boller sells himself 
to such an extent to the bum that 
said derelict sacrifices the monetary 
reward for canine companionship, 
even to the point of splitting bread- 
line meals. 

Tales of downtown dog exchanges, 
more correctly “fences,” are in cir- 
culation in New York's dilapidated 
sector. The in-betweens pay only 
so much, regardless of the worth 
of the beast. In turn they take a 
loss, at a big gain over the price 
donated for Bowery smoke, to some 


sober individual. 
MITZI MAYFAIR 
Featured 
in 
Fanchon and 
Marco’s 


Markus-Birman employment agency. 


“Idea 
in Blue” 


Broadway, 
Portland, 


(Week 
Aug. 2/) 


Fifth Ave., Seattle 
(Week Aug. 28) 


Direction 
WM. PERLBERG AGENCY 


MAXINE LEWIS 


FEATURED WITH 


HARRY CARROLL 


Now Playing 


Omaha, Neb.—R-K-O 


WILLIE and EUGENE 
HOWARD 
BURNS and ALLEN 
MADDOX and CLARK 
BILLY WAYNE and Co. 
THREE RITZ BROS. 
BOBBY (UKE) HENSHAW 
WINN SHAW and 
BASIL LYNN 


HARRY CONN 


Author of 


Vaudeville, Picture and Production 
Material for 


MURRY HART, Manager 


BRYANT 2621 
Room 418, 160 West 46th Street, New York City 


SENNA and DEAN 
RYAN SISTERS 
ANGER and FAIR 
McKAY and ARDINE 
MORLEY SISTERS 
JACK GOLDIE 
COLE and WARD 
SID TOWNES 

And Many Others 


R-K-0 PALACE, NEW YORK 


(This Week, Aug. 16) 


Management WILLIE EDELSTEN 
LYONS & LYONS OFFICE 
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NEVER BEFORE SUCH A SENSATIONAL GROUP OF 
HIT NUMBERS ASSEMBLED FOR ANY ONE PRODUCTION, 
SCREEN OR STAGE — ALL FROM WARNER BROS. 
“BIG BOY” — ALLFEATURED BY AL JOLSON 


BY GREEN & STEPT 


BY MITCHELL, GOTTILER & MEYER 


ALL PROFESSIONAL DANCE MATERIAL NOW READY - se de Al CALL OR WIRE | / 
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BURLESQUE 


‘BEST 
CASH PRIZES 
UNPAID 


. Mutual wheel's promised awards 
for the four best shows on the 
wheel last season have seemingly 
melted with the summer heat and 
are cold now. 

Awards amounting to $11,500 had 
been announced at opening of last 
season as stimulus to producers in 


extending themselves on shows, de- 
spite the set figure of $1,760 weekly 
guarantee allowed for the shows. 
The prize money budget was to 
have been raised by $25 weekly 
nick from houses playing Mutuals, 
which also melted and with few 
kicking in when the season went 
bad on the first quarter, 

Whatever money was collected 
from those holding to pledge to kick 
in weekly is reported as having 
been returned when the majority 
failed to come through because of 
bad business. 

The plan had been to grant the 
winners an extra show franchise in 
addition to $5,000 for first prize, 
$3,000 for second prize, $2,000 for 
third and $1,500 for fourth, with the 
four tail-enders having franchises 
revoked and reissued to the win- 
ners of the contest to counterbal- 
ance the extra franchise arrange- 
ment, 


Ryan’s Bonus 


“Girls From the Follies,” pro- 
duced by Ed Ryan, was unanimous- 
ly chosen the winner of the wheel 
shows, and although awarded no 
coin by Mutual copped a special 
prize of $1,000 awarded by the 


-nahagement of the Howard, Bos- 


ton, 

While not being reimbursed with 
coin, Mutual has kept its word with 
Ryan on the extra franchise by per- 
mitting the producer to operate two 
shows instead of one on the wheel 
this season. Ryan’s shows are 
“Girls From the _ “Follies” and 
“Frivolities.” Paul Kane is staging 
numbers for both, with Ryan stag- 
ing the skits and blackouts and 
supervising shows in general. In 
addition to his show operations, 
Ryan will also serve in an execu- 
tive capacity of the circuit, 


25 Years House Mer. 


Toledo, Aug. 19. 
-When the Mutual opens the 
Empire Aug. 28, it ushers in Harry 
Winters’ 25th season as a burlesque 
house manager here. 
The opener will be 
Girls.” 


“Whoopee 


Smoking at Century 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

Gayety, former Mutual house, is 
being wired for the talkers, 

It is advertising smoking in the 
balcony, making it the first picture 
house in town to extend this pri- 
ilege. 


Small Town Fiasco 


Stock burlesque flopped after two 
weeks at the Strand, Nanuet, N. Y. 
with company not paid for the 
closing week. 

Lew Abrams, operator of the 
stock, brought the troupe to New 
York and gave them I. O U.’s for 
amounts due and promised to liqui- 
date the claims within a couple of 
weeks. 


American Changes 
New line up of principals went 
in at the American Music Hall, New 
York, this week (18). 
Ann Corio holds over as featured 
soub with George Leon, Sid Rogers, 
Jdfinny Crosby, Lew Harris, Jean 


4 MUTUALS START 
NEW SEASON EAST 


Four Mutuals, offermg the new 
combined show of burlesque and 
vaude, started the new season Sat- 
urday (16). 

“Speed Girls,” which started at 
the Howard, Boston, will get in two 
Saturdays in the Hub, as Boston is 
a Monday opening. This outfit is 
headed by Frank Damsel, Frances 
Farr and Mike Sacks. 


“Peek-A-Boo” got under way at 
the Haymarket, Chi; “Step Lively” 
at the Empress, Cincinnati, and 
“Wine, Woman and Song” at th 
Lyceum, Columbus, O. ; 
The Rialto, Chi, makes its bow 
at a Mutual stand, opens Aug. 30. 
With the season now under way, 
19 shows are expected to be operat- 
ing by next Saturday, and the re- 
mainder Aug. 30, 31 and Sept. 1. 
Emmett Callahan is with the Mu- 
tual show in Hartford, Conn.; John 
Grant’s in Baltimore, Ed. Ryan in 
Boston, Ed. Daly in Washington, 
Ed. Beatty in Cincinnati, and Ar- 
thur Clamage in Chicago. 

New York Mutual houses do not 
get started until Aug. 23 when the 
Irving Place, New York, and the 
American open. 

Below are complete casts of Mu- 
tual shows not published previ- 
ously: 

“Jazz Babies” — Bert Bertrand 
and Harry S. Le Van, featured Hebe 


comics; Charles Wilkins, eccentric 
comic; Earl Meyers, straight; 
Bobby Leonard, juve; Dorothy 
Ahearn, ingenue-soub; Gertrude 
Ralston, prima donna (featured); 
Frankie Booth, soub; Jose and 
Edyth, dancers (vaude). 


“Kuddling Kuties” — Max Fields, 
eccentric comic, featured; Anna 
Fink, characters; Ilolly Wocd, 
soub; Moe Barren, Hebe; Al Golden, 
Jr., straight; Sammy Smith, juve; 
Al Snyder, juve dancer; Rudith 
Williams, ingenue; Alma Montague, 


soub; Gladys Joyce, ingenue; 
Andrini (vaude). 
“Nite Life in Paris”—Charles 


(Tramp) McNally, tramp, featured; 
La Villa Maye, soub, starred; 
George Carroll, tramp; Billy Band, 
Dutch; Eddie Inness, juve; Dee 
Cree, acrobatic soub; Clare Free- 
man, prima donna; George Dewey 
and Alice Frear, specialty team; 
Park and Clifford (vaude). 

“Oriental Girls’—Jack La Mont, 
Hebe; Frank O’Rourke, straight; 
George Wagener, Dutch; Billy 
Hamlett, juve; Jack Baker, char- 
acters; Gladys Leland, soub; Lila 
Leta, ingenue; Madeline La Verne, 


soub; Sally Van, soub; Triani 
Sisters (vaude). 

“Laffin’ Thru” — Al Golden, 
straight man, starred; Bert Carr, 
Hebe; Happy Hyatt, eccentric 
comic; Abe Sherr, characters; Mills 
and Malcolm, dancing juves; 


Thelma Millar, ingenue blues; Alice 
Ryan, ingenue; Flo Dearth, prima 
donna; Delmar Sisters, singers and 
dancers (vaude). 

“Legs and Laughter”—IEddie Dale, 
Dutch comic, featured; George 
Leon, comic; Lou Costello, comic; 
Jim Hall, straight; Angeles Lee, 
prima donna, featured; Mary Ryan, 


soub; Bobbie Nissen, soub; Elinor 
Waleny, soub; Three Upstarts 
(vaude). 


“Tempters”—Billy Hogan, eccen- 
tric comic, featured; George Rehn, 
tramp; Leonard Kramer, straight; 
Harry Stevens, juve; Anna Toebe, 
ingenue; Gladys McCormick, in- 
genue, featured; Brinkley Sisters, 
specialty singers; The Cavanaughs, 
cowboys (vaude). 

“Whoopee Girls”’—Charles (Red) 


Marshall, boob comic, featured; 
Willie Gordon, Hebe; George Walsh, 


straight; Joe Lang, juve; Jerri Mc- 
Cauley, ingenue, featured; Rae 
Leanse, soub; Buddy Nichols, in- 
genue; Frances Barr, soub; Nel- 


son’s Catland (vaude). 
“Step On It”—Billy Fields, tramp 


comic, featured; Chuck Callahan, 
eccentric comic, ,starred; Larry 
Clark, juve; Buddy Abbott, 
straight; Joy Lloyd, soub; Dolly 
Glenn, ingenue, featured; Betty 
Abbott, soub; Beri and Boni, spe- 


cialty team; Everett’s Monkey Hip- 
podrome (vaude). 

“Take a Chance”—Benny Moore, 
wop comic, featured; Al Ferris, fea- 
tured eccentric; Lew Lewis, Dutch; 


Fox, Marie Oliver and Sally Van| John Kane, straight; Dolly Hen- 
among the new cast. dricks, ingenue, featured; Dolly 
YOU WILL HEAD FOR ~ 
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by Eugene Conrad 

Orpheum Circuit 
This week, State Theatre, 
Beach, Calif. 


Direction—Jack Curtis and Harry 
Ward. 


Palace Theatre Bidg., New York. 


Long 


Davis, Gaby Fields and Zella 
Stevens, soubs; Perry Twins and 
Taris (vaude). 

“Pleasure Seekers”—Irving Selig, 
featured comic; Milt Frankford, 
tramp; Gilbert Mack, straight; Rose 
Lee, prima donna; Billie Shaw, fea- 
tured soub; Stella Williams, prima 
donna; Anger and Dunbar, spe- 
cialty team; Paddy Saunders, spe- 
cialists; Jim and Ghbard, colored 
team (vaude). 

“Radium Queens”—Max Coleman, 
featured comic; Harry Jackson, 
Dutch; Sid Fields, straight; Larry 
Amon, featured ingenue; Ina 
Thomas, ingenue; Wava White, 
soub; Marie Callins, soub; Billie 
O’Neil, soub; The Thrillers, skaters 
(vaude). 

Silk Stocking Revue—Frank X. 
Silk, tramp comic, featured; Earl 
Root, straight; Armond Monte, 
character; Milton Bronson, juve; 
Paul Jerome, comic; Jean Pearson, 
prima donna; Billie Lamont, soub; 


Dorothy Maze, ingenue; Teresa 
Schaeffer, soub; Yvonne Melford, 
soub. 


Mutual Nicking Chorus 
Girls on- Commission 


Mutual’s casting agency is nick- 
ing choristers a commission fee 
equivalent to half a week’s salary 
for placements in stationary cho- 
ruses, to be used in conjunction 
with its rotary plan this season. 

The $15 commission is deducted 
from the chorister’s first week's 
salary, with no refund if let out 
with or without cause after that, 
but additional commission of like 
sum if given anothe: placement, 


Mutual Shifts in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Aug. 19. 

Mutual shows will be transferred 
from the Gayety to the Academy 
during the coming season. The 
Academy is owned by New York 
interests closely allied to Mutual 
execus. No plans for Gayety an- 
nounced by the Shea Amusement 
Co. 

The Academy, operated as a pic- 
ture grind show several years, opens 
Aug. 31 with “Legs and Laughter,” 
with Jack Lavene managing house. 


Burlesque Changes 


Harry Herk, brother of I. H., is 
slated to handle the American, New 
York, with Irving Becker, former 
Mutual show manager, treasurer. 
George Young is due to manage the 
Mutual house in Springfield, Mass. 
Young formerly was company man- 
ager. 


Schnectady Switch 


Mutuals will not play the Wedge- 
way Schnectady, when new season 
opens but may play the Hudson in- 
stead. 

Future policy of the Wedgeway 
unsettled with possibility of dra- 
matic stock going in. 


Nat Clark’s Mishap 


Nat Clark, burlesque comic, is in 
Roosevelt Hospital, New York, re- 
covering from injuries when knock- 
ed down by a hit and run driver 
last week at 48th Street and Sev- 
enth Avenue. 

He is undergoing treatment for 
lacerations of head and limbs. 
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Foreign Anti-U. S. Pact 
(Continued from page 7) 


of Portuguese-produced talkers in 
the native tongue with the market 
possibilities in their own country, 
plus Brazil, which is majorly Por- 
tuguese. 

Tobis urges only one condition— 
the establishment of its own kon- 
tingent in Portugal as a frank move 
to coerce the film renters and im- 
porters (mostly Americans) to sub- 
sidize local production. 

American Attitude 

Attitude among the American 
distributors is that the _ recent 
Franco-German pact for the mutual 
free interchange of French and 
German talkers, sans any quota re- 
strictions, is a frank holdup at- 
tempt by the producers of both 
countries to force Americans to buy 
in on the local, doddering film com- 
panies, 

None of the local producers has 

ever amounted to much but the 
international benefits, it is deduced, 
might be the wedge to force the 
American distributors to lend finan- 
cial succor down the line. 
Another common impression is 
that the pact between Dr. Walter 
P. Plugge, secretary of the German 
Spitzenorganization, and Charles 
Delac, president of the French Pro- 
ducers’ Association, is chiefly aimed 
at anti-Paramount discrimination, 
and also as a curb to the several 
American producer-distributors on 
this side who have manifested their 
desire to produce foreign language 
talkers in Europe. 
Clayton Sheehan, Fox’s foreign 
chieftain, on the eve of his sailing 
home for New York on the “Eu- 
ropa” (14), was ordered by the home 
office to make a survey of the anti- 
American legislation abroad, with a 
view to possibly altering or delay- 
ing plans. 

Disturbs Hollywood 
Sheehan in a measure represented 
the entire American film producing 
industry, even if only unofficially in 
this survey, for it is the under- 
standing the production of foreign 
talkers in Hollywood is a disturbing 
influence in Hollywood. 

Sheehan’s understanding was that 
the foreign end of it did not jibe 
with the general tempo of the west 
coast production sector, not alone 
in Fox Hills but elsewhere. Culver 
City was reputed to prefer naving 
Metro’s foreign talkers produced in 
Europe, whereas Laudy L. Law- 
rence, the M-G-M foreign rep., took 
the opposite position that, to avoid 
production difficulties abroad be- 
cause of the new pact, he preferred 
to have them made in California. 
This, incidentally, is the reason for 
Lawrence’s present visit in America. 

Sheehan's Statement 
Fox, states Sheehan, will produce 
extensively abroad regardless. (This 
was also reported from Hollywood 
last week in “Variety,” with Raoul 
Walsh probably going over to su- 
pervise and direct.) 

Sheehan, before sailing, conferred 
with all of Fox’s European, divis- 
ional heads. He is going straight to 
Hollywood to confer with Winfield 
Sheehan, planning to return imme- 
diately to Paris to meet Harley 
Clarke. 

Sheehan meantime has paved the 
way for the establishment of Fox’s 
European studios in Paris. This 
was further encouraged by the Fox 
subsidiary in Germany, Atlantis 
Film, primarily organized for Ger- 
man-Fox talkers, being shown 
good-will co-operation in Germany 
by other German producers. The 
German nationalistic producers have 
made arrangements for the joint 
production of a number of bi-lin- 
gual German+¢English talkers, uti- 
lizing the Atlantis’ facilities. 

Sheehan admitted Fox is aim- 
ing at its own French theatre cir- 
cuit but denied any negotiations 
with the Pathe-Natan circuit. 

As a result of the Franco-German 
reciprocal agreement for the free 
interchange of native-made talkers, 
both of the nationalistic film pro- 
ducers are not wasting any time 
getting new productions under way. 

Jean de la Cour, French producer, 
starts Monday (25) at Tobis’ Paris 
studios (at Epinay, just outside of 
here), making French, German and 
Italian versions of “L’Entrangere”’ 
(‘The Foreigner”). 

Roland Film of Germany com- 
mences at the same time in the Gau- 
mont studios, Paris, making French 
and German versions of “Capriccio 
Viennois.” 


George Hart’s Show 
George Hart has_ supplanted 
Charlie Country as featured comic 
with stock at the Congress, Chicago. 
Latter begins rehearsals for new 
Mutual which he will head this sea- 


MUTUAL PAYS ACTS, BUT 
NO PRINCIPALS’ FARES 


Of the 43 acts booked with the 
Mutual burlesque wheel by the More 
ris agency, all get their fares paid 
around the wheel. These acts are 
chiefly specialties, although also ine 
cluding several dance stagers. 

Mutual principals of the dyed-jn. 
the wool burlesk school are not gete 
ting fares or sleepers paid. 

The vaude specialists receive fares 
only, no sleepers. 


Stock Beat Mutuals and 
Sticks in Scranton 


Scranton, Pa., Aug. 19. 

Gaiety, local burlesque, wil) not 
be on Mutual wheel this season, 
Stock burlesque, as played for three 
months after closing of wheel show 
last spring, will be resumed on 
Labor Day, it is understood. Stock 
did much beter business than whee] 
attractions. 

Harry Spiegel remains as man.- 
ager. 


Am’s ‘New Stage Crew 


A new stage crew replaced the 
former one at the American, New 
York, Monday. 

A number of things brought about 
the switch. The new crew com. 
prises most who did duty for so 
long at the Columbia, New York, * 
when it played burlesque. 

Frank Illo, carpenter, and Teddy 
Raynor, electrician, are now at the 
American, 


Frank Throat 
Frank O'Neill has been compeiled 
to cancel contract with Fred Clark’s 
new Mutual because of throat in- 
fection that will lay him up for 
several weeks. 

Leo Fields has supplanted. 


Dufrane and Dwan Cencel 
Dufrane and Dwan have cancelled 
with “Nite Life in Paris.” George 
Dewey and Alice Frear have gone in 
as supplanters. 


Circuits and Unions 


(Continued from page 29) 


than what the unions want. While 
it was Fox which tossed the “rather 
than a case of what unions are 
wanting” hat in the ring in the 
fight now developing, the picture 
circuits are as avid in their attitude 
for a better deal. Warners is known 
to be plenty burned up against 
unions, not only because of high 
scales, five-hour shifts, stiff over- 
time and other conditions, but due 
to various other arbitrary actions. 


Warners Sore 

Topping all with the Warners was 
the placing of a green crew in the 
Hollywood, New York, for the opene 
ing of “Moby Dick” (WB) Thurs- 
day night (14) after WB had 
kept the regular crew there the 
previous night until 3 a. m, cueing 
the picture so that the premiere 
would run off right. In putting 
in the green crew for the opening, 
the union gave the regular crew, 
which had rehearsed, a day off. 
Stage hands in this area are now 
working on a basic scale of $83, 
with necessary overtime bringing 
that to an average of $100 or more. 
Operators are on a basic scale of 
$85, with overtime working the 
same way there. 


12 Operators in 1 House 
One Broadway picture house in 
an all-sound policy has 12 operators, 
with four on cach shift and the 
shifts amounting to only five hours 
each, 
The same standpat attitude of the 
five largest of chains as applies on 
negotiations with stage hands will 
apply with operators, whose de- 
mands will be taken up later. Al- 
though warned in advance of wage 
schedules that circuits could no 
longer afford to pay the prices it 
has for stage and operator crews, 
it is understood the unions have 
asked for large increases and work- 
ing conditions. 
It is reported whatever deal will 
be made with the-unions will be for 
fewer men and less on overtime 
than actual lower basic scales, with 
at least one circuit remarking that 
way would be just as satisfactory 
to it so far as dollars and cents are 
concerned. 
C. C. Moskowitz of Loew's is 
chairman of the chain committee 
dealing with the unions, with meet- 
ings being held in Loew's State 
building. Others on the committee 
are H. L. Charnas (WB), Leslie E. 
Thompson (R-K-O), Harry Sher- 
man (Publix) and H. M. S. Ken- 


son, 


drick (Fox). 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 49 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

phil Baker, on the Palace ‘stage 
Saturday afternoon, said he recent- 
ly went into “Artists and Models” 
for a run but it turned out to be 
a 100-yard dash. Along with Baker, 
from that show also, at the Palace 
this week are Aileen Stanley and 
Shaw and Lee, in other words the 


cream of that flop $5 revue on one 

$2 vaude bill. Plus the new Louise 

Groody-Neville Fleeson act (New 

Acts) and good support, the Palace 

has plenty of show, plenty of laughs, 
enty of everything. 

Pity the poor billing writer. How 
to satisfy that bunch with the right 
sort of billing type must have been 
a problem. It wound up _ with 
Baker, Shaw and Lee and Miss 
Stanley one, two, three on the top. 

Miss Groody was the first part 
nit, and Baker the second. Shaw 
and Lee not far behind the song 
team in the first section, nor was 
Miss Stanley without applause 
either. Second half was 100% 
“artists and Models,” with Miss 
Stanley opening and Baker follow- 
ing, then an afterpiece by both in 
which Shaw and Lee also partici- 
pated. It packed a lot of entertain- 
ment and held them solidly till 5:15. 
This is the Palace’s first experiment 
with its new plan of closing with 
the headliner. No acrobats or adagio 
dancers suffering from walkoutitis 
Saturday mat. 

The conventional two-man dance 
team, instead of in the regulation 
deuce spot, opened this time, though 
this particular team, Gold and Raye, 
is not itself conventional. These 
nice looking boys are easy tap and 
rhythm dancers for the first two 
numbers and then do some knock- 
about comedy with their dancing to 
finish. Very big rather early. 

Ray Huling has the smartest per- 
forming seal but for a too lengthy 
stay, the turn No. 2. 

Amerique and Neville and the 
Neal Sisters, song, dance and in- 
strumental flash, were third, one 
spot higher than on their first 
Palace date about a year ago. One 
of the better flash acts. The “dy- 
ing swan” solo dance by the girl 
of the team would be a panic on 
the same bill with Ben Blue’s satire 
on that dance. 

Shaw and Lee are hard to figure 
between their great opening bit and 
the comedy pantomime with which 
they close. 'To open, a house drop 
is lowered all the way down and 
the team steps through the third- 
story window onto the stage. It’s 
something different with a kick and 
capable of priming an audience for 
anything. That may be why the 
Shaw and Lee gags sound so much 
better when done by them than by 
other two-acts. Even “I dress in 
10 minutes—I dress in five—but I 
wash” got over, 

Old gags flying thick all the way, 
from Shaw and Lee to Phil Baker, 
with Baker again at his accordion 
and straightening for his heckling 
plant in the box. But for a hail- 
storm outside during intermish, it 
was altogether a punny afternoon. 

Miss Stanley, looking swell in 
white and just as swell afterwards 
in blue, split her singing between 
her own turn and the double with 
Baker, latter performed in “one” 
and on a platform over the pit. 

After five minutes or so of the 
afterpiece, much of it seemingly im- 
promptu, or looking that way 
whether rehearsed or not, the boys 
appeared to run short of gags, old 
and new, for Baker asked the 
comedy team, “How much would 
you charge to haunt a house?” The 
current bill would refresh anybody's 
memory. 

With a break in the weather and 
a bill to sell, Palace got $26,000 last 
week. S.R:O. at Saturday’s first 
show gave this week an encour- 
aging start. Fut the Palace is get- 
ting to need the weather along with 
the shows, for one doesn’t seem to 
draw without the other _ 

ige. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Aug. 18. 

Tip top bill that should do better 
than the half capacity business 
Monday night. Possibly feature 

The Little Accident” (U) with 
Douglas Fairbanks and Anita Page, 
isn’t drawing. Vaude show best this 
house has had in some time, with 
five acts instead of the frequent 
four here of late. 

Stage bill is nicely balanced and 
judiciously laid out, with a novelty 
flash, Bert Nagle (New Acts) open- 
ing, colored team on second; Har- 
riet Hoctor, third, Sidney Marion 
next to closing and a vocal group 
from radio, Pomby and Gang (New 
Acts) closing. 

Few shows of five acts offer as 
-— variety, with most of it pleas- 

The Nagle act of seven people did 
nicely opening, but could be pruned 
a bit for better effect and pace. 

“ No. 2 the colored team of Danny 
mall and Harry Mays whose com- 
-~ might get them as far as their 
S ever tap dancing if better material 
pth dug up. Neither sells what 
ey have any other way excepting 
opeight, refusing to go customary 
lackface” in delivery. That’s 
against the act. Small and Mays 


nave £00d voices and are particu- 


arly scoresure in harmony work. 


Over nicely with the dance. Tap 
routine of one especi’}ly clever. 

That swell-looking and graceful 
dancer, Harriet Hoctor in the 
middle of the bill, and a big bet 
anyway you look at her. But this 
act is slow in spots. Not so at all, 
so far as Miss Hoctor’s three dance 
numbers are concerned, but it 
touches the doldrums when spe- 
cialty artists carried work in one 
between changes, with an accordion 
number entirely too long. Those 
numbers in “one” by specialty 
people Miss Hoctor carries would 
have the effect of snapping up the 
act if as short as possible. That 
might make Miss Hoctor hurry on 
changes, but it’d be well worth it. 
Act did 20 minut:s here, much too 
long for only three numbers by Miss 
Hoctor. Scored all right with the 
Albee crowd but weaker hand than 
deserved. Perhaps that long run- 
ning time is responsible. 

Next to closing held Sidney Mar- 
ion comedian, assisted by Mary Du 
Val, perfect feed and a soprano 
with an unusually good voice for 
vaude and acts of this type. Most 
of her singing is incidental to the 
routine but it’s cracker-jack stuff 
and helps put the team over. A 
near show-stopper. 

Bomby (Aldo Bomonte) tenor and 
radio announcer, with a radio gang 
of four, including a soprano, con- 
tralto, baritone and pianist, struck 
a gusher of interest here Monday 
night, proving doubtless that vaude 
audiences like some good vocal 
stuff occasionally. 

Entire show, 79 minutes, agree- 
able length. 

House lighting for some portions 
of the stage end still poor at this 
large vaudfilm. Auditorium also 
drearily lit for picture. 

In addition to feature and vaude, 
program includes Sportlight (Pathe) 
and Pathe Sound News. Char. 


81ST STREET 


Weak show, with only three acts 
on the stage and the Saturday mat 
business away off. Feature, “Shoot- 
ing Straight” (Radio). 

The 81st Street is ordinarily a 
summer sufferer, but if Saturday 
afternoon business doesn’t net over 
100 people for orchestra seats, some- 
thing seems wrong. Loew’s 83d and 
Warners’ Beacon, first two blocks 
away, must be hurting this uptown 
R-K-O vaudfilm, especially with the 
Riverside closed. 

Art Frank, Ruth Ford and the 
Robbins Trio are the acts. They 
consume only 53 minutes, 

The Frank act, in four scenes, is 
long, running 34 minutes and might 
be considered as taking the place 
of two turns, but there was still 
plenty of room for at least one more 
act to round out a show that would 
look like a show. 

Robbins ‘Trio opened, did five 
minutes with their fast roller skat- 
ing. The two men and girl are 
demons on the skates. 

Ruth Ford, second or, on this 
show, in the middle. She worked as 
hard as if a Met audience was on 
hand, giving as surefire a perform- 
ance as she ever has. 

Closing Frank padded with a long 
blah-blah speech at the end with 
plenty repetition centering around 
anxiety of Frank and his co-workers 
to please and how they are one big 
happy family, etc. 

Orchestra overture a new arrange- 
ment of a pop number. 

Pathe Sound News and Sportlight 
“Somewhere Out” (Pathe) on screen. 
In former something went haywire 
on opening clip of plane disaster, 
with screen going blank for a full 
minute. Char. 


58TH STREET 


Good layout here for first half and 
fair biz Saturday afternoon at first 
show, but with lower floor gradu- 
ally filling. Bargain mats for wom- 
en and children at 25c. has done its 
stuff. 

“Hector,” performing pup, flanked 
by male trainer and an odd assort- 
ment of assisting canine performers, 
provided lively opener. Vale and 
Stewart, male hoofers with good ap- 
pearance and nimble legwork, also 
pleased with hard shoe and tap 
dancing. 

Jack Usher and Co., latter two un- 
billed femmes, kept them tickled 
with a satirical skit from three view- 
points; as the romantic girl expects 
it, the married man expects it, and 
how they really get it. Skit is okay 
all the way. 

Anna Chandler clicked without a 
struggle with the best song cycle 
she has had in some time. Edward 
McSweeney at piano and “Lady Be- 
hind the Fans” wallop of the rep. 
It’s a special, lyrically telling three 
episodes in a woman’s life: flapper, 
dangerous and declining age. The 
number is a serio-comic plaint. 

Clifford and Marion, mixed team 
with woman doing sappy dame for 
comedy, another laugh maker in 
next to closer. 

Bee and Ray Goman, with Ruby 
Shaw and quartet of dancing girls, 
clesed with a classy and flashy 
dance revue. Featured team in sev- 
eral doubles of acrobatic variety, 
with the femme foursome doing 
well in ensemble work and Miss 
Shaw registering in acrobatic con- 
tortion dances. Nicely mounted and 


tastefully costumed. Fast and di- 
verting. 

“Shooting Straight” (Radio) fol- 
lowed on screen. Edbda. 


| 


STATE 


Current bill fairly satisfactory. 
Albeit there is nothing really out- 
standing about it for Loew’s State. 
Customers went for each act. 

Wilton and Weber, featured, are 
the only strong comedy on the bill 
and did very well. 

Russell and Marconi, twosome 
duecers, comedy straight musical, 
good as their type of act goes, 
stopped the show. 

An unusually large audience was 
present for the first show Saturday, 
drawn by the weather and “Sap 
From Syracuse” (Par). At 3.30 
standees were up and downstairs. 
Extraordinary audience for a sum- 
mer Saturday afternoon in a vaud- 
film house. 

Bee Starr, aerialist, opened, after 
a miscueing of some sort back stage 
for two minutes, with the audience 
becoming impatient. She does but 
seven minutes, mixing single rope 
gymnastics and contortions with 
rings. Expert and quite flashy. 

Russell and Marconi, No. 2, got 
the big ending. 

Fred Ardath, with Jack Grager 
and a comely blonde femme, got 
results. No. 3, Lieut: Gitz-Rice and 
his company, were a flashy vocal 
turn. Chorus of five males. A lith- 
some brunet assists with two solo 
dance bits. Wilton and Weber had 
the mob baffled from the start. 
Couldn’t tell whether it was Weber 
who was doing the singing, or Wil- 
ton, whose mouth was doing the 
moving. Did -well with their gag 
patter. Good comedy bit with sing- 
ing in imitash of a femme, while 
Weber’s vocal chords does the work. 
It fooled them all, Left off to big 
applause. 

Virginia Rucker’s “Heartstrings,” 
flash, the closer. Boys steal the 
spot from Miss Rucker with their 
hoofing. Three boys as corking 
steppers, engaging in group pedal 
stepping and then vieing for indi- 
vidual honors. Paddy Cliff also ran 
away with a good deal of the 
honors. His alio hoofing did it. 
Miss Rucker and Eddie Sinclair de- 
liver an oke ballroom exhibish. Fol- 
lowing which Miss Rucker takes the 
spot a few times, but without show- 
ing anything. 


86TH STREET 


With some slight distraction from 
a hail storm raging outside, Satur- 
day’s matinee progressed through 
four nice acts to Benny Rubin’s 
walloping close in the fifth spot. 

Almost without conscious effort 
the broken English kid fresh from 
Hollywood did a mop up. As he 
Was scarcely present 10 minutes 
and at a matinee in the only semi- 
responsive 86th Street, his achieve- 
ment was the more notable. 

Alberta Lee and Co. wherein the 
“and Co.” does seven minutes stand- 
ing throughout on his head in one 
of those unbelievable physical en- 
durance tests, had no trouble, open- 
ing. Here’s an act that compels the 
plaudits of the most phlegmatic. 

Yates and Lawley have been add- 
ing to their chatter, to the indubit- 
able improvement of what was not 
long since an uncertain straight 
singing turn. 

Acts of this character have a 
problem on their hands. They can- 
not, in the very nature of things, 
stand still. They must constantly 
be trying to find themselves or in- 
crease their margin of safety. 

Comedy is a wise move and event- 
ually they may manage to get away 
from the piano for a probable boost 
in position and stipend. Yates, 
however, makes a lot of a solo op- 
portunity at the ivories. 

Allen and Canfield kidded them- 
selves across for an acceptable 
Saturday afternoon endorsement, 
and gave way to “Broadway Baby” 
(New Acts) song and dance revue 
artfully hidden behind a plot. Then 
Rubin, and Richard Dix in “Shoot- 
ing Straight” (Radio). 

Fairly good matinee attendance. 

La 


R-K-O, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 14. 

Headlining the current R-K-O 
four act unit is Bob Murphy who 
not so long ago opened a restaurant 
out past the hills of Beverly. The 
food was great and there was Bob 
to compose ditties on the spot for 
his favorite customers. But, as has 
been mentioned, the restaurant was 
out past the hills of Beverly. 

More philosophical now that he 
has had the great experience every 
man must have, Senor Murphy has 
ripened into a gentleman who looks 
upon financial disaster primarily as 
something to laugh about. Where 
Mr. Murphy got his best laugh ma- 
terial is not important, but the re- 
sults are. At the opening matinee 
he introduced the “Hoover flag,” 
which is an empty pocket turned 
inside out so that it may wave in 
the breeze. This and practically 
everything else the Irish singing 
comedian did, including his activi- 
ties as an in-and-out m. c., were 
audibly relished by a_ well-filled 
house. Mr. Murphy is one of the 
few men who can still get a laugh 
out of comparing the odor of Coty’s 
Chypre to that of McCarthy’s goat. 
He probably is drawing one third 
of the unit’s $3,000 budget, and is 
worth it. 

These $3,000 budgets are usually 
a guarantee that none of the four 
acts is receiving less than $500, 
thereby automatically protecting 


the bills against possibility of an 


outright lemon. The four acts in 
this unit combine to provide aver- 
age good entertainment, received 
more warmly than is customary be- 
cause of Murphy’s constant exhor- 
tations. 

Bob Ripa, a blond juggler whose 
age is given as 17, opened with a 
routine of the Felovis school and 
sold it with considerable personal 
charm. Ripa wears a tan suit of 
the Buster Brown style which has 
been known to turn eight-year-olds 
into venomous parent-haters, but 
not even the toughest muggs pres- 
ent snickered at it. Which is enough 
tribute to the Ripa personality. 

In deuce were Kerr and Ensign, a 
dreary-faced con.ic weakly attemp- 
ting to resist being made by a 
pretty and energetic straight girl. 
The combination is not uncommon, 
but the results were satisfactory. 
Miss Ensign’s dance at the finish 
needs oiling. 

After Bob Murphy and his pian- 
ist were Joe Daly and the R-K-O 
Discoveries. It is announced that 
R-K-O scoured the country’s young 
amateurs for the company now 
making up the revue, and while not 
wholly true this statement helps 
sell the act quite a bit. Daly is at 
the piano in the manner of Gus 
Edwards, fondly reviewing his 
charges. There is a girl who looks 
like Helen Morgan and is being paid 
for doing just that, another of the 
several dancers named “Limber- 
legs,” a mixed song team and a 
young toss-about adagio trio. Sub- 
bing for the Libby boy’s sister in 
the mixed song team was Ann Little 
and doing it well. This act possibly 
sells for around $1,0(0 and will make 
an impression with the accompany- 
ing “discovery” ballyhoo. 

“Night Work” (Pathe) is holding 
up the screen end. Bang. 


JEFFERSON 


When the Academy (Fox) went 
straight films on 14th Street the 
Jeff got its biggest break. But when 
the Acad shifted to a Sunday 
change besides, instead of Saturday 
as the Jeff, latter took the brown 
gravy. Add cool weather to this; 
Nellie Casman, yiddish stage fav- 
orite and Calloway’s (Colored) Cot- 
ton Club Orchestra for this East 
Side neighb plus a film with a regu- 
lar 14th street title, “Shooting 
Straight,” with Richard Dix (Radio) 
and the biz speaks for itself. 

Capacity first show Sat. 

Vaude end ran two hours against 
film division’s 98. This latter fig- 
ure included 12 trailer minutes, 
some of which was repeated matter. 
Four of the seven-act layout went 
20 or more. One even 28. 

Teller Sisters. Chatter and song 
team with smaller girl in muggery. 
Old stuff every way with muggery 
meaning nothing in the balcony and 
a couple of hoarse voices that wind 
up for a small titter. Girls took it 
inverted ard brought out their 
mother <s part of the act. The 
muggs go over head first that way 
when the old lady does a whirl that 
means nothing. (New Acts). 

Archie and Gertie Falls who open- 
ed, took a minute before showing 
and Miss Falls took another half 
before climbing the rope. No kick 
until the pair go to full stage and 
try hoke and clever falls plus 
acro’s. Bill might have gotten bet- 
ter start by the Falls just doing 
falls. That second half pushed the 
pair over big. Those falls and 
somersaults deserved the rating. 

Cab Calloway and his orchestra, 
No. 4, (New Acts). Before them, 
Nellie Casman who strikes well in 
yiddish stuff but not so techinque 
in English. oMiss Casman did sev- 
eral character songs without a 
voice or acting yet because of her 
rep as a Yiddish star went over 
with encores. (New Acts.) 

Ardine and Tyrrel have a new 
turn that includes the Keeler girls, 
two sisters of Ruby Keeler (Mrs. Al 
Jolson) so arnounced., (New Acts). 

Watson and Cohan, Hebe comics, 
with chatter next to shut, and Ser- 
ova’s Revue closed. 


State-Lake, Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Old-time vaude days here again, 
with the house packed and line wait- 
ing. Moving “Grumpy” (Par) after 
Palace run to house and strong 
vaude pleasing all. 

Sandy Lang with three femme 
skaters gets about all that can be 
squeezed out of a pair of rolier 
skates. For a finish, No. 1, he 
winds up with a full set colored 
prison scene that pleased. No. 2 
were the Original Honey Boys. The 
five won with their harmony. They 
stopped the show and sang them- 
selves out. 

Virginia Watson and Carl Ran- 

dall next opened a bit weak, but 
Randall’s magic dance, performing 
slight magic while hoofing, carried 
well. Assisted by a pianiste in full 
set, the team licked big at the end 
with their dance. 
i Bob Robinson, who m. c’ed. the 
show with a neat idea of a pitch- 
man peddling the good qualities of 
R-K-O, offered Daddy Cunningham, 
“N. Y. Palace doorman,” 74, in hur- 
dles and jumps that’s good any- 
where anytime. Assisted by a girl 
singer, fair. Up to here the R-K-O 
unit bill, west-bound. 

Closing brought the Steven Bros. 
and Nelson with their trick bear. A 
hoke turn that had them still laugh- 
ing when they reached the side- 
walks. 


Loop. 


Business big. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Will Hays or somebody should 
speak to these bridges that are al- 
ways getting washed out at the 
wrong time, and interfering with 
the even tenor of show business. A 
washed out bridge in Arizona or 
Los Angeles county delayed a train 
that was hurrying east with Clyde 
Cook, picture name, who was to 
lead the vaude parade at the Palace 
this week. At this moment Sat- 
urday afternoon, Cook is on an 
aeroplane heading for Chi. If noth- 


ing happens, he'll probably make 
one of the evening shows. In that 
case, a notice of his flyer into va- 
riety should be listed under New 
Acts. 

Kane and Ellis, at the State-Lake 
last week, were hustled into next- 
to-closing until the aeroplane 
shows. Man and woman comedy 
team, with some hoke chatter, com- 
edy dance by the man and a couple 
of songs. Oke as pinch-hitter, but 
didn’t click as they did at the less 
classy house. 

Opening were Large and Morg- 
ner, the one-legged acrobats. The 
boys haven’t been around town for 
almost a year, and on their appear- 
ance this afternoon, over. Novelty 
opener and can’t miss. Second spot 
was handled by a two-girl piano 
team, Lillian Bernard and Flo 
Henri. Three numbers, all comedy 
stuff, and a chatter encore hit. 
Songs better than the chatter. 

Will and Gladys Ahearn smooth 
and quiet third. They work easily 
and get themselves across nicely. 
They sing, talk and dance and twirl 
the rope, and a satisfying variety 
turn. Kane and Ellis next. 

Closing was Ledova, with a pip 
dancing act. Mention should be 
made at once of Ledova’s dancing 
partner. He has plenty; grace, 
personality and ability. Stood out 
in his opening modernistic number 
with Ledova and his single Harlem 
gigolo bit. Ledova got her best re- 
turns on her toe work and her Har- 
lem gal closing number. The act is 
using eight colored spiritual sing- 
ers, mainly to give the dancer 
time to change, and as a back- 
ground for the closing Harlem num- 
ber, which is modelled somehow 
after the “Moaning Low” scene of 
the “Little Show,” but for the va- 
riety audience, oke. 

“Bright Lights” (FN), feature. 

Business was capacity downstairs 
and mez at the close of the first 
show. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Lucky break in having “Common 
Clay” on screen this week, since 
the stage show, Fanchon & Marco’s 
“Sunshine Idea,” is not much to 
write about. What it might have 


been was even less with Barton 
and Young, depended upon for com- 
edy, out Monday night through one 
of the team reported suffering from 
laryngitis. Nothing in to replace. 

“Common Clay” did its stuff for 
the box office, standing them up on 
both floors. Publicity on its three 
weeks’ run at the Roxy helped. 
Picture would have drawn on its 
own or even with a Punch and Judy 
back-up. 

Plenty of class and flash as usual 
In this stage unit but little else. 
A double sextet of dancing girls in 
three attractive changes with none 
of the principals getting beyond 
routine or kicking up any dust. 

Sam Jack Kaufman is growing 
on the mob in dual assignment of 
m. c. and baton wielder, also plant- 
ing a piano solo in this week's lay- 
out. 

Opening ensemble has the danc- 
ing gals in sunflower dresses in a 
ball bouncing dance ensemble, by 
way of build-up for Richard Wally, 
juggler manipulating rubber and 
billiard balls, managing to pack a 
few clever stunts. Jerry Frank, 
Jr., radio broadcaster, follows with 
a vocal with band that got over 
with Kaufman’s piano solo next. 
Helene Denizon, assisted by un- 
billed male partner, planted an 
artistic adagio in next niche, giving 
way to Vince Silk, who has secem- 
ingly copped Charles (Slim) Tim- 
blin’s travesty sermon routine, get- 
ting a few laughs on the sure fire 
gags and that’s all. Silk doesn’t 
smear up with cork but affects ec- 
centric sans make-up, instead. 

A drum major drill by girls head- 
ed by Emmy Lou was the best song 
scene number in the layout, and 
oe out for a corking good fin- 
sh, 

Ron and Don, male brace of or- 
ganists, preceded the unit and mop- 
ped up plenty with their selections 
and community singing with chorus 
slides. Boys went over big Monday 
night and looks as though they’re 
set with the mob, if not set with 
themselves. The community sing- 
ing gag is a departure for them 
from what they’ve been doing in 
other de luxers. They are in an 
especially tough spot here, follow- 
ing in Bob West, who had the 
Brooklynites eating out of his hand 
during the console assignment. 

In addition to “Common Clay® 
(Fox), screen division also held 
“Mickey Mouse” comedy and Movie- 


tone News. Edba 
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50 VARIETY 


NEW ACTS 


Wednesday, August 20, 1939 


“BOMBY” and His Radio Gang (5) | Louise GROODY and Neville FLEE- WALLY: FORD and Co. (4) ee cpecaghes and Orchestra Phen OF YOUTH” (9) 
Singing SON it ancing 

ins.; i dD s 15 Mins.; Full Colored Band, Songs, Dances 15 Mins.; Full (Special 
Albee. 19 Mins; Two Englewood, Chicago 28 Mins.; Full (Special) Englewood, Chicago. 


This act sells high-hat singing, 
hesides its radio-like atmosphere, 
and it shapes as a pretty safe bet 
anywhere. It was here, with audi- 
ence Monday night going for the 
heavy and near-heavy vocal stuff. 

“Bomby” is Aldo Bomonte, tenor 
and radio announcer, billing himself 
as an ether pioneer. He announces 
the various numbers as a radio 
spieler would, and sings a solo, be- 
sides taking part in the quartet 
number from “Rigoletto,” both of 
which score easily. 

Nathan Bachrach, baritone, sings 
“Song of the Vagabond”; Mignon 
Sutorius, contralto, does a semi- 
classical ballad; Eva Soble, soprano, 
“Gianina Mia,” and for the close all 
in Herbert’s “Italian Street Song, 
sending the act across as a good hit. 

On the part of “Bomby” and his 
gang there is a very noticeable lack 
of stage presence, with the girls es- 
pecially affected in their delivery. 
Voices in all cases away above 
average. 

To impart radio atmosphere, set 
is like that of a nice broadcasting 
studio, but without mikes around. 
Thank heaven for that! Too many 
acts have had them. A large duplex 
window looks out on a backdrop of 
buildings, with a semblance of radio 
waves converging to the window. 

Turn closed a five-act bill. i 


ARDINE and TYRRELL (4) 
Flash Act 

20 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Snappy flash with comedy that’s 
good anywhere were it cut a couple 
of numbers to run on lower time. 
One is where the Keeler girl comes 
out for a second tap that’s hardly 
different than the first they did, and 
another where the two boys sing the 
inverted “Stein” number. Stuff is 
pretty well played along, anyway. 
Third on seven-act layout and over 
big. 

Ardine and Tyrrell this time have 
collected three snappy leg twirlers 
‘and remodeled their former act with 
waler and dash. Costumes and girl 
dancers okay, with announcement 
being made about Keeler girls being 
Ruby Keeler (Mrs. Al Jolson’s) sis- 
ters. A hand anywhere, and, be- 
sides, the kids can dance. 

About 10 numbers in two scenes. 
First is against exterior boat drop, 
which intros girls and gives one of 
the boys a chance to cross-fire comic 
chatter with a dialectic girl. This is 
done fast and good. Curtain goes up 
on full stage with a water drop for 
rear support. It’s the inside of the 
ship and boat entertainment goes 
on. This is a good idea, and pianist 
is shown as two boys do a song. 

Then regular routine of boys and 
girls, girls, etc., until the principal 
lad does a comedy toe burlesque, 
well executed. Finale shows them 
all on, swinging about. In between 
a blonde high-kicker does a fan 
dance, 


BERT NAGLE (7) 
“Midnight Serenaders” (Comedy) 

14 Mins.; Three (Special) 

Albee, B’klyn. 

Wins good rating for family trade, 
largely through comedy and novelty 
features rather than on strength 
of dancing, which adds to the flash 
only. Some room for pruning, with 
act standing to benefit through 
lower running time and better 
speed. 

Bert Nagle works as a tom-cat, 
character he makes outstanding ina 
love bit with a dame feline. At one 
time he puts his ensemble of four 
dancing gals through a sort of cat 
ballet that’s novel. 

Ida Penny and Icky Forbes get 
sub-billing as specialists, each with 
dance numbers that aren’t half bad. 
One is an acrobatic single, the other 
a& toe tapper, with latter cleverest 
of the two. 

Another ensemble number is “one” 
in which the girls appear as dogs, 
with nothing especial about that, 
aside from its novelty. Unless 
wanted only for the novelty value, it 
could be taken out. 

Nagle’s flash opened the 


show, 
doing nicely. Cc 


har. 


NELLIE CASMAN (1) 
Piano, Character Songs 
21 Mins.; One (Special) 
Jefferson 

Nellie Casman is from the Yiddish 
stage. Her best bet in vaude is in 
the neighbs, where the Yiddish trade 
may be. Nothing on voice, and 
acting distinctly racial. In the four 
omfive numbers which she does with 
help of a girl pianist Miss Casman 
shows best in her yiddish stuff. All 
but one change on stage behind 
screen, 

Easy to see from the stuff she 
does that her insight on the pro- 
fessional takeoff of racial characters 
in English is facetious and not deep. 
When in Jewish, however, it is 
helped by the music and the lan- 
guage. 

Among the numbers are a run- 
away bride, marriageable girl and a 
street walker (maybe). Windup is 
singing part of latter makeup in 
Yiddish, Polish and Spanish. 

Playing the middle of seven-act 
layout went big here with big part 
yiddish audience, who know her by 
rep as well as from yiddish stage. 


» 


Palace (St. V). 

Neville Fleeson surprise 
when bobbing up with Louise 
Groody. But Miss Groody surprises 
in this two-act. She can do a com- 
edy number, be dramatic or do a 
cooch. 

At the start Miss Groody declares 
she’s sick of the demure ingenue 
roles. That leads to an “Anna 
Christie” in Swede, with Miss 
Groody’s dialect not exactly Swedish, 
passing for most any lingo. But 
she does it well, and the dialog gives 
it a head start. 

Later Miss Groody is a high 
yellow, saving sinners on the Har- 
lem corners with her evangelist 
father; but she switches to a job 
at Connie’s, and that means off with 
the Salvation Army gown _ into 
brassiere and shorts. That’s for the 
cooch, with Louise snake-hipping 
all over the rostrum. Without vul- 
garity, so Louise needn't cover her 
face with her hands at the finish, as 
she did at the Palace Saturday. 

As for this act, vaude can play it 
anywhere it can pay it. ige. 


JACKS and QUEENS (6) 

Songs and Dances a 

21 Mins; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Three girls and three boys, latter 
in sailor suits. Dances amount to 
little. No voice outstanding. Songs 
are all specially written. 

Boys are called Jack and after a 
girl named Queen whom they méet 
at a dance hall. Scene goes to full 
stage, garden walk. Three girls are 
there, all named Queen. Boys walk 
in and each one grabs a girl, there- 
after working in couples. 

One couple goes in for straight 
singing, a dead loss. Voices couldn't 
get over. Another couple mixes 
some singing and dancing with a 
touch of comedy. Blonde boy of 
this couple exhibited some oke acro- 
batic dancing. 

Outstanding member of troupe is 
a fat boy, who dished all the eom- 
edy. Gal working with him foiled 
oke, but just a foil with nothing 
much to do on her own. 

Of the special songs is one titled 
“Nobody Likes a Fat Man Blues.” 
It was a comedy lyric, delivered in 
neat fashion by the chap with all 
the avoirdupois. 

Needs plenty speed and polish, 
also strong comedy. Punch lines 
and healthy gags should be inserted. 
A good femme hoofer also wouldn't 
be amiss, 


TELLER SISTERS (3) 
Chatter, Songs, Comedy 
12 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 
Two girls who chatter and sing in 
order—c, s, ¢c, 8s, Muggery by 
slighter of the two comes in be- 
tween, but little value except to or- 
chestra. Unnoticed in balcony. 
Chatter is not new and songs 
mean little and smaller girl inter- 
feres for comedy. Girls possess 
speed and fit for vaude with better 
material. 
Essential weakness is noted in the 
fact that spells the pair only for 
family trade because they bring on 
their mother for the final handclap. 
Almost like a give away, as maw 
does a whirl that means nothing, but 
with family neighbs this stuff is big 
from a gray-haired woman, 

Second on seven-act layout and 
over, 


ARTHUR BALL (2) 
Songs 

12 Mins.; One 

State 

Arthur Ball, the tenor who doesn’t 
know what to do with his hands, 
has been around for years in vari- 
ous flash acts and in the cafes. As 
far as the files are concerned, this is 
his first try as a single, though it’s 
a single with a girl at the piano. 
She just accompanies. 

Ball just can’t get those mitts 
located. He waves them aside, puts 
them in his pockets, buttons his 
coat, unbuttons it, trying every- 
thing. His hand movements handi- 
cap his singing. 

The singing is good and Ball has 
a natural voice. Ball should not 
open with a comedy song and sing 
it as a ballad. He shouldn’t use a 
comedy song at all, for he’s a ballad 
singer, 

With the hands and number se- 
lection now working against him, 
Ball’s voice is just good enough to 
overcome the drawbacks, and make 
him okay for the deuce in Loew’s 
and similar theatres. Bige. 


LASSITER BROS. (1) 
Dancing, Comedy, Chatter 
9 Mins.; One 

58th St. 

Frank and Warren Lassiter are 
exceptional acrobatic dancers with 
a good comedy angle but they 
shouldn't try chatter. The bit 
where they use a girl and a dog for 
a laugh that doesn't go can be cut 
to make the act a good No, 2 any- 
where. Doing their dances straight 
and fast they’re okay. 

About three numbers altogether 
—all in duet. 

Dancing consists of twists, bump- 
ing and somersaulting with turn- 
over steps that can’t help but be 
appreciated. Chatter flopped com- 
pletely here, while dancing sent pair 
over wild, 


Wally Ford, legit comedian, well 
liked in Chicago, is not satisfying 
in this unnamed skit with two men 
and a girl It’s a Lambs Gambol 

Playlet is too apparent and dialog 
weak. Concerns a wealthy bachelor 
waiting for a midnight supper with 
his girl. She disappoints him, so he 
has the butler pick up a bum to eat 
with him. The unshaven tramp is 
Ford. He knew the girl, who, it 
Cevelops, ruined the bum when he 
wasn’t one. When the girl appears, 
Ford bids adieu with a nonchalant 
gesture. 

Ford is a happy-go-lucky come- 
dian, but must depend on swift ac- 
tion to get across, and not melo- 
dramatic comedy. ° Loop. 


SIX HIGH STEPPERS (10) 

Dance Flas 

17 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
58th St. 

The producer apparently tried to 
do a Roxy presentation on a small 
scale and a small bankroll, with the 
result pretty sick. Outside of two 
specialty entertainers, neither billed, 
there is nothing in this offering to 
lift it out of the small time classi- 
fication. 

Why the flash should be named 
after the six girls forming a danc- 
ing ensemble one of the mysteries 
of the act. Why the two best per- 
formers in the company of 10 should 
not receive billing the second mys- 
tery. One of these sans-billing per- 
formers is a clever eccentric dancer 
with a good routine, some original, 
while the other is a femme with two 
acrobatic specialties that aren’t as 
strong as the fellow’s, but click 
nicely. Some of her work is along 
original and novel lines. 

Team given billing do a Bowery 
and an adagio, former fair but lat- 
ter very elementary, with costumes 
in neither number enhancing the 
effect of their work. 

General costuming, particularly 
for the sextet forming the ensemble, 
couldn’t have eaten up much money. 
Only drops carried a special in “one” 
and a cyc, with house drop in back- 
ground. 

The six steppers giving act its 
name appear four times, with rou- 
tines in all cases remindful of those 
familiar with picture houses and 
particularly Roxy. Includes a doll 
dance number very much Russell 
Markert, and a toe ballet that emu- 
lates the presentation style closely. 
The six dancers are not a very uni- 
form ensemble as to size and gen- 
eral appearance, and none seems to 
be out of the class of small time 
choristers. 

Running time of 17 minutes much 
too long for an act of this type 
which with that time must contain 
a lot of repetition. 
Closed show weakly. Char. 


“GLORIOUS GIRLS” (10) 

Girl Band 

18 Mins.; Full and One (Special) 
State 

Bass player in this girl band 
demonstrates her versatility on half 
a dozen instruments. At the finish 
the 10 women form a drum corps 
for a noisy finale. Excepting the 
one girl and the drum stuff. “Giori- 
ous Girls” as a girl band is not 
capable of competing with others, 
and there are plenty of others 
around. 

No attempt at novelty, no stab at 
some new or different; just ensem- 
ble and solo music that isn’t even 
good music. Finishes are stock fin- 
ishes and arrangements extremely 
dull. 

. If any more vaude producers are 
figuring on girl ‘bands, they had 
better forget the slap-it-on and let- 
’em-play idea, The girl band 
novelty merely through the sex of 
the musicians was worn off long 
ago. 

Leader, who could stand a more 
becoming gown, along with the rest 
of the girls, announced at the open- 
ing the girls have just returned 
from Europe, mentioning about 
every large city over there. It’s 
possible the girl band biz over here 
jumped far ahead of the Glorious 
Girls while they were touring over 
there, Bige. 


“BALLET PLASTIQUE” 
Dancing 

15 Mins.; Full Stage 
Empire, Paris 

A dance act of five girls. In a 
duo and trio. Act is in three parts. 
It stages a new idea in the second 
when the trio contrive to imitate an 
Indian idol of one body and six 
arms. 

For this effect one girl stands up, 
one is seated in front of her and the 
third is kneeling in front of the one 
seated. Lighting and oriental be- 
jeweled costumes make the three 
girls look like one. They move their 
arms in slow motion to suitable 
music, 

Act opens on the pair of girls 
mimicking the Volga boatmen work, 
with the trio appearing in a clas- 
sical dance as in a dream of the first 
two. Second part is the idol and 
would be a suitable number for any 
revue. Third part of the act is a 
classical rendering of the “Blue 
Danube” waltz by the trio. 

Very well received at the moire. 


Jefferson 

Cab Calloway succeeded Duke 
Ellington at the Cotton Clubin Har- 
lem. This band turn marks the 
debut of the club orchestra plus 
some four extras. Extras include 
two girls, one of whom sings, and 
the other shakes doing a fake tap. 
Two boys also dance and sing. With 
this stuff the rage and blues and 
brass going over, the band is good 
anywhere in New York, though not 
too big. 

Cheap stuff all the way, with Cal- 
loway trying to hog the spotlight. 
He shakes all the time and sings 
when he shouldn't. That’s on the 
pro angle. On the customer side, the 
stuff lams over, which may or may 
not mean that in class sites some 
pruning can be done judiciously. 

Trouple with this band’s music is 
that they start off like real musi- 
cians on each turn and then shoot 
right in on Harlem tom-tommery to 
spoil good stuff. Kids okay and the 
girl singer does one number. that 
goes over big. Altogether about 
ent numbers. Band has 11 musi- 
cians. 


ADA BROWN and Co. (1) 
Songs 

15 Mins.; One 

Coliseum 

Ada Brown, buxom colored singer, 
retains the Aunt Jemima _ dress. 
She gives a worthwhile comedy flare 
by a bit of “black bottom” at the 
finish. 

Pianist is a man. He has an in- 
ning with the ivories and proves 
some piano virtuoso. 

Miss Brown steps right out to 
sorta make the audience feel good 
by using an expansive grin and 
singing “Everything Happens for 
the Best.” She packs some excess 
avoirdupois but that doesn’t bottle 
up a natural animation that bubbles 
out, with one exception when she’s 
doing a bit of sentiment in “Travel- 
ing.” Then for the wow finale, with 
Miss Brown not afraid to shake off 
a pound or two. 

One big thing in her favor is her 
diction. Mark, 


Freeman, Russell and Morton 
“Comedy Capers” 

7 Mins.; One 

58th St. 

With addition of a girl, Freeman 
and Morton have a new act worthy 
of No. 2 spot or better on pop bills. 
Second here and over. 

Act was written by Alex Gerber 
and is presented by him. Sue Rus- 
sell appreciably strengthens any act 
Harry Freeman and Buddy Morton 
could possibly do since the males’ 
= is song while thé girl's is com- 
edy. 

Miss Russell's travesty on an 
operatic soprano gives her the stand 
out in the act. The boys click nicely 
on songs, both having good vaude 
voices, but some of their efforts at 
talk early when they appear as navy 
officials not so good. 

First few minutes of the trio’s aet 
could stand strengthening with bet- 
ter material. Otherwise oke. 

Char, 


“ON THE RIO GRANDE” (5) 
Comedy, Songs, Dances 

17 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson 

Mostly aims at comedy through 
hoke methods and attempts to di- 
versify here and there with a touch 
of Spanish dancing and some songs. 
Turn appears still in the rough. As 
it now stands is a hodge-podge of 
everything and nothing satisfying. 

Scene represents a patio in Mex- 
ico, Two Americans arrive and 
start kidding around with the blond 
femme sitting at the table, who 
looks as much Spanish as Polly 
Moran. Sit down to eat but can't 
pay check so Mex owner turns them 
into waiters. 

Chatter between the two boys 
and the Mex is of the shouting 
brand. It just makes a lot of noise 
but doesn’t mean anything. Slap- 
stick antics used with verbal de- 
livery promotes a few laughs. 

A dark girl is the only touch of 
Spanish atmosphere and the best 
entertainer. Opens with a Spanish 
tambourine dance and later does 
a castanet number. Puts both over 
with an air of naturalness and ap- 
pears to know her onions for that 
dancing. 

Blond femme is scenery. Vocals 
once, but in a weak voice, scarcely 
audible. Followed this with a bit 
of kicking, only interesting because 
she possessed shapely gams. 

Plenty rough spots to be smoothed 
over. 


“BROADWAY BABY” (7) 
Comedy Revue 

18 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
86th St. 

Smartly put together, with a nice 
appreciation of modern economy in 
“plot,” this is spoofingly in the man- 
ner of night club melodrama with a 
legitimate introduction of numerous 
specialties. 

Exceptionally strong talent, four 
young men and three girls, all sing- 
ing, dancing and reading lines with 
unquestionable ability and charm. 
Names listed are Estelle Fratus, 
Madlyn Kileen, Arnold Gluck, Gils 
O'Connor George Judson, Phyliss 


Merle an. Percy Stoner. Fast com- 
pany. 
As @ flash, okay. Land, 


A speedy, acceptable act } 
away from tap work and ret 
eccentric, acrobatic cavortings. One 
under way after a poor opening in 
it’s with five girls ana 
our boys, a oungsters, j 
specialties. 

Finale is surefire. The act 
tumbling routine with the 
boys in alignment. One boy has an 
ace specialty in a stagger dance 

Opening should be changed, A 
radium effect with a drop in “one”’ 
barely raised, showing the entire 
line’s legs in tap dancing, is means 
ingless.. Could do better opening in 
full stage. Loop. 


SILVER-FREED FOURSOME 
Dances 

8 Mins.; Three 

58th St. 

One girl, two men, and a girl 
compose this dancing and acrobatic 
quartet. . Nothing new but their 
style makes them look different. 

Altogether five numbers, one of 
which is straight acro by two men 
and one girl. Girl and two boys 
open in evening clothes. Then 
mixed duos and trios, and finale 
with all participating. 

No. 2 act for the neighbs. Played 
opener here and okay. 


Files’ Triple Premieres 


(Continued from page 6) 


marathon record hit, running al- 
most three solid years at that house 
without interruption. 

‘ An Albertina Rasch ballet is an 
added feature. 

From Wednesday until tomorrow 
night (20), it’s S. R. O. because of 
the advance sale. 

Lots of picture premieres here 
this past week, notably the smash 
Universal's 
has the public fighting for seats 
twice daily. Along with it, the 
simultaneous triple premieres of 
“The Rogue Song” Thursday (14) 
at the Palace, Grand and Splendid, 
all first runs, is distinguished by 


seat business. 
Jolson’s “Singing Fool,” at the 
Empire, opened only fairishly 


Yourself,” which also had a triple 
premiere in three different houses, 
was unanimously raspberried. It’s 
a type of film totally unsuited for 
the South American market, 


also opening 14, at the Renacimiene 
to theatre, proved another smash, 
It is in for a month. Public was 
highly pleased with the performance 
of Mojica, acclaimed as a signal 
find. 

Fox is now doing well in this 
territory. 

B. O. Panic 


U's “Front’s” success at the 
Porteno was almost underwritten 
by the unprecedented S. R. O., since 
advance bookings long before its 
opening on Wednesday (13) were 
extraordinarily heavy. With the 
press furthering it in superlatives 
as only the / rgentinian scribes can 
conjure up, they were literally 
fighting their way to the pay win- 
dow. 

It should run a minimum of two 
months at its three pesos’ top scale. 
(The peso’s rate of exchange is & 
fraction over 96 cents American, 
which means “Front”. is at almost 
$3 top.) , 

Of the other films, Paramount's 
“Dangerous Paradise,” at the Ideal, 
is good fare and doing fairly. “Love 
Parade” (Chevalier) continues big 
in its second run, but Par’s other 
local entry, “Vagabond King,” not 
so hot at the Astral and will be 
replaced shortly by “Paramount on 
Parade.” 

With the exception of “Vagabond 
King” all Paramounts as a rule do 
heavy business hereabouts. 


Norse Boycott Vs. U. S. 


(Continued from page 6) 
with the American distributors, who 
refused to alter their terms. The 
Americans declared they had signed 
individual contracts with some Ci- 
nema owners and could not agree 
to any contract giving all exhibs & 
uniform rental price. Distributors 
maintain it must all be a matter of 
individual bargaining. As for the 
proposition of cutting rentals, their 
own production, physical handling 
and other expenses are allegedly not 
commensurate with the rentals now 
charged. 

On the eve of the boycott reliable 
reports foreshadowing a Scandina- 
vian exhibitors’ split-up came out 
because of some of the local cine- 
matic impresario having no fault 
to find and refusing to align with 
their confreres, just for the sake of 


patriotic or co-operative strength. 


“Western Front.” It. 


all doing big two-a-day, reserved- 


Thursday, while United Artists’ “Be 


Fox’s Spanish talker, “Mad Kiss,” 
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Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


’ bag for the Paramoun 
the feature, “Any- 
Woman” (Par), with Ruth 
vatterton and Clive Brook, misses. 
© ting that won't happen, general 
Gre oh of balance of show, including 
= t. and box office appeal of the 
jeature’s title, should bring the busi- 


irls,” 

ow is “Garden of Girls, 
ag, gg vaude acts, Billy Glason 
bes a Bob, Bob and Bobby, saving the 
and Pv Fisher and Olive Sib- 
_ are the others featured, one 
se in an outstanding way with 
: acrobatic specialty, the other 
with songs in the prima donna 


does most of his routine 
from vaude in addition to two bits. 
with a girl and a sort of m. c. in 
connection with Fred Evans’ dance 
routines and the Bobs act. Latter 
pring their juggling and comedy to 
Publix practically intact, also, and 
ore nicely, the dog carried helping 
erably. 
nue unit was staged by Boris 
Petroff, who usually leans to flash. 
He has done that here in a big way, 
with another kind of flag-waving 
finish, besides march music for a 
dance routine by the 25 Evans girls, 
jeading into the finale and the low- 
ering of a piece of scenery resem- 
pling Sam’s eagle emblem. | 

In spots the Petroff unit is consid- 
erably slow, but to make up for that 
is the color. Opening scene is a real 

tume splash. 

have Rubinoff is in the pit, this 
week conducting “Chanson Russe,” 
Russian numbers, topped effectively 
py “Overture of 1812.” Rubinoff con- 
ducts as though he is getting ready 
to go through an acrobatic routine, 
but that seems to be what makes 
him popular here, plus his violin. 

Jesse Crawford's organ recital is a 
little different, with the idea of a 
tour from New England to Mexico. 
It’s built around “Down the River of 
Golden Dreams.” 

Paramount News, usual. trailers 
and a brief model display of new 
gowns and furs from a dept. store, 
but no sound shorts. 

The fur bit, probably 100 feet in 
length, is spotted as part of the 
newsreel, with trailers in there, also. 

Business Friday night 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 14. 

Again the State is left with the 
only picture house stage show 
downtown. Warners’ bow-out gives 
the F. & M. shows a solo field, at 
least until the Paramount makes 
good on its promise of “flesh.” 

Meanwhile the units at the State 
continue to flourish, and figure in 
the general grosses compiled pretty 
eonsistently in the house. .The F. 
& M. trademark, hanging for years 
on the Seventh and Broadway cor- 
ner, attracts a certain element of 
amusement goers week in-week out. 
Primarily Fanchon & Mareo are 
the selling point, not tne type or 
ealibre of the shows. Although the 
producers have turned out some 
pretty neat and substantial presen- 
tations, consistency in picture house 
routines is not so easy when it’s 
figured on a 52 week basis. Cur- 
rent revival of “Gobs of Joy” may 
be overlooked as repetition. This 
same idea, with the major principals 
in it, was originally put out over a 
year ago, at the time Fanchon and 
Marco invaded the east. of all 
the F. &. M. units sent east, this 
one was perhaps the best thought 
of and made the biggest impression 
around New York. In this year’s 
edition, Pat West retains position as 
m. c. and chief entertainer, while 
Scotty Weston and Dolly Kramer, 
the midget, are the other holdovers. 
Rest are new. 

Stacked up against the original 
show, this one falls short’ through 
lack of variety. It’s one long danc- 
ing spree without a letup. Again, 
there are only six girls. and five 
boys in line compared to twice that 
number in last year’s unit! Other- 
wise the sets, lighting effects and 
general flash are all there, even to 
the finale of the booming guns on 
board the battle ship, and the stars 
and stripes forever, hurrah. 

Hoofing marathon starts right at 
the beginning with a French and 
British naval cycle of steps bring- 
ing out the ensemble and Weston, 
who has been an F. & M. standby 
for years. Weston continues to leg 
it alone until the miniature Miss 
Kramer relieves him by some clown- 
ing and more stepping with Pat 
West. More dancology is forthcom- 
ing from Mary Treen, a _ spindle- 
legged girl with a slight slant on 
comedy, and Wanda Allam, blonde 
toe worker. West interrupts for a 
few minutes with some chatter, un- 


loading gags which surprisingly 
didn’t hit the customers when 
caught. 


For full measure and rounding 
out the terpsichorean idea, Rena 
and Rathburn slide out a double 
eccentric routine. Not bad, but lost 
in the maze of all the hoofing ahead. 
Lone comedy punch is supplied by 
the Three Jolly Tars, with the 
identical routines of knockabout 
comedy performed by the Three 
Sailors. If this act isn’t a lift on 
the Three Sailors, who were in last 
year's “Sketch Book,” then it must 
‘© an optical illusion. As close a 


duplicate as this one is hasn't been 


that it’s only the material that gets 
ever. Nothing original or individ- 
ual in the three boys. 

Running 56 minutes, this unit can 
be clipped dow-: when it hits the 
trail. West’s handling of the show 
and specialties will get it across on 
its way back east. Chances are 
some changes will be made around 
Chicago, which could build the show 
to larger proportions. Increase in 
the chorus wouldn't hurt. 

Fox and Hearst newsreels carried 
the short end on this program with 
“Common Clay” (Fox) the feature. 

Biz strong on the last show 
Thursday. Span. 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


New York, Aug. 17. 

Tex Guinan’s first appearance 
here might not have been the last 
had the Night Club Queen had the 
opportunity of witnessing the Ches- 
ter Hale girlies do the act which 
her own subqueenies§ attempted. 
Not a gasp in the house when the 
Hale girls, just before the finale in 
the “Navajo” presentation, started 
entering in white plumage, a little 
less and a little more with each 
subsequent entry. That seemed the 
angle, plus their Capitolian grace, 
the now a lot of fuzz and then the 
little. When it got down to the 
“littleest,” she had considerable 
headgear but not much more around 
the mid-section than did the queenie 
which caused Tex to ask the boys 
the murder question. 

As the Hale girls did it the finale 
drew applause for artistry, for the 
huge ensemble of silver and white, 
previously having been treated with 
red mestrum floods from the wings. 

One novelty which won approba- 
tion immediately was the cowgirl 
horse make-up. A few of the 
dancers appeared earlier in black 
sombreros of exaggerated width. 
Then came the others with prop 
horses worked into their uniform. 
Races, with a pop gun in the pit 
starting things, drew many laughs. 
The ballet, incidentally opened the 
show against an Indian blanket idea 
drop. It closed in full with canyon 
scenery. 

In the course of things, Frank 
Shields did his lasso and balancing 
act. First on a large ball, then a 
ladder. Chief Eagle Feather went 
through an Indian gyration. His 
white buckskin was the most inter- 
esting, also the horse which he 
flashed on the stage before curtain. 
Caperton and Biddle, adagioists, 
synchronized nicely. The boy is 
noticeably thin across the shoulders 
and this hurts the composite sym- 
metry, despite his demonstration of 
having all the grips in strong hands. 

Billed as a five-minutes special 
Radaelli, tenor, tried the aria from 
“Pagliacci.” Singer couldn’t seem 
to open in the upper register. As 
the result the tonality that should 
be robusto was thinnest. Rendi- 
tion satisfactory to an average 
Capitol audience. 

Yasha Bunchuk is weekly proving 
himself a stylist for showmanship. 
Regular attendees are getting on 
to that big blare which must close 
most of Yasha’s melodies. It is in 
again this week with the overture 
he calls “Parade of the Great Com- 
posers.” Orchestra work, as usual, 
is one of the most meritorious 
items on the bill. 

Short subjects. Newsreels. Fea- 
ture: “Way Out West” (Metro). 

Waly. 


CAPITOL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Ten young women scuttling back 
and forth in about as neat a rou- 
tine of acrobatic and straight danc- 
ing as has been seen here for a 
long spell, were the leaders in the 
Fanchon & Mareco’s “Smiles Idea.” 
They didn’t cop everything but they 
always pleased and kept the unit 
running smoothly. 

Walter Bradburg, second, with 
polite dancing, followed by Seymour 
and Corncob, hoke and musical that 
got a rousing hand from a packed 
house. 

Dorothy Neville, with a sweet so- 
prano voice, should take it a little 
easier in high. Otherwise big. 
Chorus helped her. 

Closing spot Charles Wilson in 
a straight hoke number, over 
strongl.. Assisted by a capable 
young chap who helps much and 
known as “and company.” 

“Blushing Brides” (Metro) fea- 
tured. 

Hold out in the lobby for supper 
show. Unusual business. Loop. 


Russe Film O. K.’d 


“Storm Over Asia,” a 8,500-foot 
silent, made in Russia, was okayed 
by the New York Board of Censor- 
ship. 

The film, held by Amkino, had 
been held up until certain changes 
were made. It goes into the Cameo, 
New York, within a few weeks. 

It will be sound-synchronized. 


Time Out for Golf 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Georgie Stoll, orchestra leader of 
Loew’s State, has secured a leave 
of absence to participate in the Na- 
tional Amateur Golf tournament to 
be held in Philadelphia from Sept. 2 
to 27. 

Stoll reioins Fanchon & Marco 


seen around in years. And with all 


when he returna 


‘EMBASSY 


(Newsree!) 


Rioting in Bombay with native 
and European police charging the 
crowds of insurgents, and shots of 
Capt. Hawks’ transcontinental rec- 
ord flight share headlines on the 
current week's bill. Remainder of 
the clips of sports personalities, 
celebrations and human _ jnterest 
stuff. 

Revolt in India against British 
rule is spread over three clips, open- 


ing the 45-minute show. Cameras 
got the crowds being worked into 
a frenzy by their leaders and close- 
ups of cops going into action with 
their clubs, mowing down the more 
unruly rioters. 

Landing of Capt. Hawks after 
breaking Lindbergh’s cross-country 
record by about two hours, is spot 
news stuff. Flyer shows becoming 
modesty in telling of his accom- 
plishment. 

Shipwreck Kelly down from his 
perch after 50 days atop a flag pole 
in Atlantic City delivers himself 
of the usual set speech. 

Capt. Wilkins preparing to reach 
the North Pole via submarine dis- 
cussing his plans graphically. 
Laugh spots, well spaced out, are 
the logging rodeo in the water; ex- 
ercises on a bathing beach with 
fat women and California kiddies 
getting their usual Saturday tub- 
bing. One mother with her eye 
on a Hollywood studio and high 
hopes in her heart comments, “he’s 
a good actor, isn’t he?” 

The bathing beauty contest at 
Galveston has scenes of the pag- 
eant with the girl as “Miss United 
States” crowned and making the 
usual dumbbell speech expected: 
“I’m so thrilled and I know I’m one 
of the happiest girls in the world.” 

Under politics is Senator Fess, 
new chairman of the Republican 
Party; Secretary of Agriculture 
Hyde on relief of drought condi- 
tions, and the Canadian cabinet, 
recently elected. 

President Hoover figures person- 
ally, with a windy speech by the 
spokesman for a troop of District 
of Columbia Boy Scouts. 

Out of the 29 clips, 16 were Fox 
Movietone and the balance Hearst 
Metrotone. 

Biz good Monday night. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 


Although everyone is convinced 
the day of the freak attraction is 
past, Publix-B. & K. is still trying 
to push ’em in. Now Ann Gerry 
and Mike Gouvas, marathon danc- 
ers. Give the pair feature billing 
on the stage show, expecting them 
to draw. If the pair draws a quar- 
ter it will be their own. At their 


appearance at the first show Fri- 
day the crowd waited five minutes, 
then started to lam. It was only 
through Harry Rose telling them 
to wait for the production finish 
that some of the crowd were in- 
duced to stick around. 

The presentation is all Rose, with 
the m.c. all over the stage in an 
effort to sell a generally weak show. 
Labeled “Bohemian Nights,’ with 
a cabaret background. 

For the first 15 minutes it looked 
like the entire show was going to 
be delivered by the 12 girl chorus, 
the band and m.c. The chorus 
danced, the band played and the 
m.c. cClowned. However, the first act 
finally reached the Stage with a 
weak dancing routine. The hoof- 
ers, Byron and Byron, had a tough 
time the first show, failing to get 
together with the orchestra and 
missing on their own routine, es- 
pecially the lockstep work, which 
was ragged. 

The outstanding satisfaction of 
the afternoon was contributed by 
the Two Daveys, man and woman, 
jugglers. The man’s juggling got 
over exceptionally well at this 
house, and his chatter, especially 
his ad lib talk with the m.c., got 
the only comedy there was. Rose 
followed with a production number, 
called “Lady of the Cigarette”; 
singing a song and smoking various 
brands of weeds. 

After waiting two weeks, with all 
publicity on the pair already cold, 
the production department drags in 
the Marathon hoofers. No less than 
brutal. They do a drag across the 
floor. Miss Gerry is supposed to 
sing. Realizing her weak pipes, the 
producer tried to give her a break 
by using a microphone attachment. 
It didn’t help. After Miss Gerry 
warbled a few flat notes, Gouvas 
jabbers a couple of words in Greek, 
while Rose sweated to ease the sit- 
uation with a laugh. It was a tight 
spot; meaningless and utterly un- 
called for. With the production 
budget slashed to the bone, it is 
impossible to excuse this worse 
than waste of coin. 

Closing number was a parody on 
“Singing a Song to the Stars,” with 
the stars meaning Broadway names. 

“Way Out West” (M-G) feature. 
Orchestra overture, five Fox silent 
news clips, “Dizzy Dishes” cartoon 
and an organlog by Preston Sellers, 


just returned to the house, com- 
pleted the entertaimment. 
Business good Loop. 


News From 


the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


F cisco, Hollywood and London. 
Ger thane eaue items; each has been rewritten from a caily paper. 


Variety takes no credit | 


LONDON 


An Edgar Wallace musical is the 
probable suecessor to “The Three 
Muskateers” which leaves Drury 
Lane Aug. 30. 


Baliol Holloway is taking a West 
End theatre in the fall for Shake- 
spearean productions, 


Zanegewill’s “King of Schnorrers” 
has been dramatised and comes to 
London in the fall. 


G. Arnold, for over 30 years b. 0. 
manager of the St. James’, who 
left recently, was in an auto acci- 
dent in which his wife was killed. 
He is in a critical condition. 


Julian Wylie is producing “Nippy,” 
musical by Arthur Wimperis and 
Austin Melford, with Binnie Hale 
in lead. 

Wylie has further signed up three 
more pieces; “The Good Compan- 
ions,” musical version of Priestley’s 
novel adapted by the author; “Jack 
and Jill” by Weston, Lee, and Edgar, 
and ‘The Speed Girl” by Evadne 
Price. 


NEW YORK . 


Henry Stillman engaged to stage 
“With Privileges,” which Hyman 
Adler will produce. 


Four members of a company pro- 
ducing “Ten Nights in a Barroom” 
at Madison, Conn, have attached 
the whiskey glasses, bar and equip- 
ment. Sheriff’s keeper sat in the 
box office the night of Aug. 13 while 
the audience watched the perform- 
ance. Attachment was filed by Sam 
Wren, Isabel Carson, Doris White- 
house and Stuart Woodbury, of the 
cast, who took the action to guaran- 
tee payment of the $100 a week 
which the four complained was due 
them. 


June Mitchell, former actress, is 
co-owner of the Tom Thumb Golf 
course at Caldwell, N. J., and plays 
the course in par. 


Arthur Hopkins’ “Torch Song,” 
by Kenyon Nicholson, opens at the 
Plymouth, Aug. 27. 


Marguerita Sylva ‘engaged for 
“Luana.” 


Audrey Baker, showgirl, married 
by “proxy” to Ernest T. Sherry, 
nen-pro, was reported considering 
a $30,000 suit against a rich Ja- 
maica. playboy (unnamed) for 
bruises inflicted on her during an 
auto ride that ended in Miss Baker 
walking home. Miss Baker, now at 
Texas Guinan’s road house, denied 
to reporters that she went out with 
the individual mentioned. Tex ad- 
mitted the details. She stated that 
the playboy had been a free spender 
in her place for a long time and a 
fortnight ago offered to drive Miss 
Baker home. The latter went with 
him. During the ride, the story 
goes, the man became too freely 
demonstrative in his attentions and 
after a slight tussle, Miss Baker 
got out and walked. She hied her- 
self over to a photographer and had 
photos taken of her bruises. 


George Jean Nathan, who re- 
turned from Europe last week, re- 
vealed his opinion of the approach- 
ing marriage of his bosom friend, H. 


L. Mencken, by stating “You know, 
as a man gets older, his capacity 
for foolishness gets greater. The 


greatest surprise of al) is that 
Mencken picked out a good looking 
woman.” 


A dispatch from Paris reports that 
Feodor Chaliapin has a contract to 


sing in pictures for Gaumont- 
France Film Company. 
Robert F. Keating, former actor, 


has been named by Jerome Sweeney 
as corespondent in the Jatter’s di- 
vorce case against his wife. Sweeney 
charged that Keating admitted 
occupying an apartment with Mrs. 
Sweeney in West New York, N. J., 
for one year. Later, after separat- 
ing from Mrs. Sweeney, Keating 
was said to have. revealed her 
whereabouts to Sweeney, who went 
to her home during her absence and 
took their two children away with 
him. Keating declared it was his 
wife and not him that went with 
Sweeney to get the children, stating 
they wormed the address out of him 
in a speakeasy. “‘They even got me 
to sign a confession” said, 
“which I thought was my wife's 
separation agreement.” He denied 
that there was any truth to the 
stories of “love nests.” 


Two years after she filed suit 
against her husband, Robert M. 
Foreman, non-pro, Pear Elbridze 
Foreman, cireus bareback rider, was 
finally awarded her decree last week 
and $35 a week alimony. Witnesses 
related how they found Foreman in 
the Hotel Somerset, New York City, 


two years ago, in his pajamas and 


sharing the room with a. blond 
lady, not named. 


Theatrical Artists’ Representatives. 
Association, permit-holding repre- 
sentatives in the Actors’ Equity, 
passed a resolution to the effect that 
members of the erganization will 
not be permitted to give public 
auditions of the artists they have 
under contract, All auditions are to 
be private. 


Amelia Phillips, former actress 
and nurse to Aaron Unger, wealthy 
candy manufacturer who died in her 
apartment in Philadelphia Aug. 10, 
did not appear at funeral services 
arranged by his widow. Miss 
Phillips, accused by the widow of 
holding Unger “captive” during his 
illness, had arranged funeral sere 
vices in Philadelphia when Mrs, 
Unger appeared with a court order 
to hold the services in New York 
City, and Miss Phillips was forced 
to relinquish the body. Unger’s rel- 
atives stated they would contest his 
will, in. which he cut off his wife 
with $5, leaving Miss Phillips. a 
large share of his large estate. Will 
refers to her as “my devoted friend 
who I intend to marry.” 


Grace Brinkley, of “Flying High, 
away with an attack of laryngitis, 
has resumed her role. 


John Muccio, chorus man, de- 
clared he would go to Nashville to’ 
be present at the hearing of his 
wife’s divorce action against him, 
His bride, the former Paula Camp- 
bell, society girl of Nashville, filed 
an action against him in her town 
July 6, charging inhuman treat<« 
ment. Trial will be held in Oct, 
Papers were served by publication, 


Withdrawal of the charges against 
Will Morrissey, 40, stage and night 
club comedian, of defrauding the 
Hotel Rolvedere of $79.52 caused the 
dismissal of the case by Magistrate 
Jesse Silberman in West Side Court. 


Paddy Roche, 72, a Broadway big 
shot and spender in the old days, 
was found dead of heart disease 
in his room at the Hotel Breslin. 
Roche flourished in the old days of 
the Tenderloin. His Rossmore Hotel 
at 42d and Broadway was as well 
known as Roche himself. ’ 


Belle Olski, show girl, is heart< 
broken but doesn’t know who broké 
it. She hopes to get $50,000 of his 
cash for her broken heart, if she 
ever learns his identity. Last Jan« 
vary, when in “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen,” she was introduced td 
a chap who was called Ted Harris, 
He proposed to her in March A 
week later she accepted. Date for 
the wedding was set for June 7, 
when Harris suddenly told her he 
had to leave on a business trip 
for Europe. He said he was head 
of the Ritz Perfumery Company, 
2014 East 7th street, Miss Olski ase 
serted. Two weeks later he sailed, 

A little later in the week a girl. 
friend told her she had seen him 
on Broadway. That same after< 
noon, she declared, Harris phoned 
her and said he was married and 
had a child. She remembered the 
license number of the car and @ 
check showed it belonged to Hyman 
Huebschamm, head of the Ritz Pera 
fumery Company, so she had him 
served with a complaint in a $50,000 
breach of promise action, 

Huebschamm later appeared at 
her attorney's office. Miss Olski got 
a look at him and said it was not 
her Ted. Process servers are now 
armed with photographs of Harris 
and attempting to locate him. 


Reservation of seats for shows tf 
New York city by out-of-town the- 
atregoers, as announced by thé 
League of New York Theatres in 
its'plan for operating a system of 
selling tickets by wire became ef- 
fective the past week when the 
Postal Telegraph issued an order 
placing about 2,000 of the com~< 
pany’s offices at the disposal of 
the league as its agents. Only ors 
chestra seats will be available une 


der the plan. j 


Helen Kane was restrained in NX 
Y, Supreme Court from touching @ 
recent $40,000 deposit made by hewr 
in the Plaza Trust Company and 
alleged to have been given her by, 
a “big dress and cloak man.” Miss 
Kane is now playing in the middilg 
west. According to Milton Weis- 
man, attorney for the creditors of 
the Bond Dress Company, 470 7th 
avenue, a process server has been 
sent on to bring her back here to 
tell of the alleged gift and what 
she knows of the present financial 
status of the dress concern. Murray, 
J. Posner, member of the firm, is 
charged by Weisman with having 
given her the $40,000 on Aug. 4 an@ 
also $10,000 Iast June. 

It has been revealed Miss Kang 
is married and her husband, Jog 
Kane, sells dresses in a 14th streeq 
They were married in 192% 


store. 


(Continued on page 713) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, 


August 20, 1930 


show, whether full or split week 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (AUGUST 23) 
THIS WEEK (AUGUST 16) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


R-K-0 


NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

ist half (23-26) 

Gold-Raye 

Joe Fejer Co 

Marion & M Duval 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (27-29) 


Booth & Nian 
3 Happy Boys 
Gor Kibbler & 
Teller Sis 

Vox & Walters 
2nd half (20-22) 
Rector & Doren 
Ketch & Wilma 


Bd 


ALL LONDON IS 


“GA- 


Over the 
Unique Specialty of 
JACK POWELL’S 
Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


GA” 


R Olsen & Girls 

Arthur Humby 

Norton & Haley 

The Purple East 

2nd half (20-22) 

Ford & Price 

Zelaya 

Kelly Sis & Lynch 

3 Sailors 
Coliseum 

Ist half (23-26) 

Kluting’s Ent's 

Danny Small Co 

Har Hoctor Co 

3 Swifts 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (27-29) 

Tozo & C Blossom 

J & Kath Lee 

Gus Van 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (20-22) 

A & Gertie Falls 

Doyle & Schirmer 

Curley Burns 

Joe Fejer Co 

Harry Fox Co 
8ist St. 

ist half (23-265 

Bob Dale Co 

Ruth Hamilton 

Vox & Walters 


‘“@Burns & Kissen 


2nd half (27-29) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Radcliffe & Todd 
Rise of Goldbergs 
2nd half (20-22) 
Lavarre Bros & P 
Jack Major 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Love'y Ladies 


86th St. 
ist half (23-26) 
H Gerladine & Vic 


Doyle & Schirmer 
Smith & Barker 
Frances Williams 
O Lorraine Co 
2nd half (27-29) 
Wilfred Dubois 
Dooley & Ames 
Bud Harris Co 
Harriett Hoctor Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Manning & Klass 
Nash & Fately 
Caro'ina Scofield Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Louisville Loons 
Cecelia Blair 

58th St. 
ist half (23-26) 
Rector & Doreen 
Johns & Mabley 
Joe Griffith Co 
Tiny Town Rev 
2nd half (27-29) 
The Agemos 
Chas Howard 
Bert Frohman 


Pirate Queen 
2nd half (20-22) 
Shaw Sis & Holm's 


Dell O'Dell 

Marie DeComa 

Smith & Barker 

Yates & Lawley 

Cab Calaway Bd 
Fo 

Ist halt (23-26) 

Wilfred Du Bois 

Gus Van 

Parker Babb Co 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (27-29) 

Bebby Dale 

Maidie & Rae 

Georgie Price 


Seymour & Howard 
Lucille Benstead Co 
Sarnoff & O'Rourke 


Jefferson 
Ist half (23-26) 
Cleo LaMarr & Lita 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Solly Ward Co 
Jones & Wilson 
Gordon Kibbler Bd 
2nd half (27-29) 
LaTour 3 
Harris Twins 
Great Rolle Co 
Lola Brava Co 
2nd half (20-22) 
Past & Present 
4 Aristocrats 
Bachelors’ Rom'nce 
Henry J Kelly 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Stepin Fetchit 
O'Hanlon & Zamb’i 


Palace (23) 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Benny Rubin 
Phil Baker 
Floyd Gibbons 
(Four to fill) 

Palace (16) 
Gold & Raye 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Amerique & Ne @ le 
Shaw & Lee 
Groody & Fleeson 
Aileen Stanley 
Phil Baker 


Royal 
Ist half (23-26) 
Hall & Sullivan 
Franklin’s..Frolics 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
Rector & Doreen 
4 Aristocrats 
Marie & Ann Clark 
Cuban Marimba Bd 
2nd half (20-22) 
Lottie Atherton Co 
Mary Ann Clay Co 
Eddie Parks Co 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Gordon Kibbler 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (23) 
A & Gertie Falls 
Allen & Canfield 
George Jessell 
Louisville Loons 
Darlene Walders 
(16) 
Bert Nagle Co 
Danny Small 
Harriett Hoctor Co 
Sid Marion 
Bomby Bd 
Flushing 
1st half (23-26) 
Togo & C Blossom 
Maidie & Rae 
Dooley & Ames 
Bomby Co 
Harry Fox Co 
2nd half (27-29) 
Ruth Hamilton 
W Sharples Co 


3 Swifts 

Cal Collegians 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (20-22 


F Kademova Co 
J & Kath Lee 
Rise of Goldbergs 
(Two to fill) 
Kenmore 
Ist half (23-26) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Allen & N Breen 


Carl McCullough 
Milton Francis Co 


2 


IN 1 


“PUBLIX” UNIT 


The 
(6) Beverly Girls 
ANDREW and LOUISE CARR 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


(Two to fill) 
2nd half 
Great 
Wilton 
Cardiff & Wales 
Cal Collegians 
Benny Rubin 
Franklin 
1st half (23-26) 
The Agemos 
Ned Haverly 
Newhoff & Phelps 
* Billy Kelly Co 
Klein Bros 


Cab Calaway & Bd 


2nd half (27-29) 


Renee Austin & Co 


Johns & Mabley 
Landt 3 

Von Grona 

2nd half (20-22) 
4 Australians 
Teller Sis 

Ardine Tyrell Co 
Thos Larue 
Frank Conville 
On 

HAMILTON 

Ist half (23-26) 
Harris Twins 
Great Rolle Co 
Down Home 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (27-29) 


(One 


«na 


to 
half 
Kluting’s 
Bernard & 
Havana Casino Bd 
Burns & Kissen 
(One to fill) 
Doug Wright Co 
2nd half (20-22) 
B Dale & Step Sis 
Bert Hanlon 
Berkes & Wallace 
Curtis Wright Bd 
Madison 
Ist half (23-26) 
R Olsen & Girls 
Arthur Humby 
Norton & Haley 
The Purple East 
2nd half (27-29) 
Gold & Raye 
Joe Fejer Co 
Marion & Duval 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (20-22) 
Maidie & Ray 
Joe Darcey 
Frances Williams 
AK 


Keith’s (23) 
The Kitaro Japs 
Eva Clark 
J & Kay Spangler 


Henry 


Jack Osterman 


(16) 
4 Peaches & Jay 
Johnny Hyman 
Joe Howard Co 
Jack McLallen Co 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (23) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
Henry Santrey Co 
16) 
Russian Art Circus 
4 Carltons 
Earl Faber 
Teck Murdock 
BIRMENGHAM 
Keith’s (23) 
Russian Art Circus 
4 Carleton Bros 
Teck Murdock Co 
Earl Co 


( 
Sol Gould 
6 Galeonos 
Cook Sis 
vim Burchill 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (23) 
Tanzolas 
Nash & Fately 
Curtis Wright Bd 
Britt Wood 
Harum & Scarum 
(16) 


Hunter & Monty 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Chase & La Tour 
Chief Caupolican 
A Petley Co 
BUFFALO 
Shea’s (23) 
Pasquali Bros 
Lee Morse 

Val & E Stanton 
Gallo & Tisen Bd 
Ed & Eddy 


) 

Murand & Girton 
Yvette Rugel 
Adrian Bendover 
The Ingenues 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum (23) 
6 Galenos 
Cook Sis 
Sol Gould 
Jim Burchill Co 

(16) 


Cirillo Bros 

Paris Fashions 

Bob Hope 

Webb's Ent’s 
CHICAGO 
Palace (23) 

F Reading & Boyce 

Foster Fagan & C 

T & Ray Romaine 

K Charlestons 

10 


Large & Morgner 
Bernard & Henri 
W & G Ahearn 
Clyde Cook 
Ledova Co 
State Lake (23) 
4 Peaches & Jay 
Reynolds & White 
Johnny Hyman 
Joe E Howard 
McLallen & Sarah 
(16) 


Sandy Lang Co 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robinson 
Stevens Bro & N 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (23) 
Marie Blank Co 
Clyde Cook 
Loring Smith Co 
Art ver Co 


(16) 
F Reading & Boyce 
Karyl Norman 
Val & E Stanton 
Irving Edwards 
20 Century Rev 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (23) 
Large & Morgner 
Howard & Todd 
W & G Ahern 
Little Jack Little 
(16) 


Royal Samoans 

T & Ray Romaine 

E Conrad & Eddy 

P Rooney & Pat Jr 

Pasquali Bros 
105th (23) 

Bob & L Gillette 

Rome & Dunn 

Vercelle Sis 

Joe 


16) 
Kitaros 
Eva Clark Co 
Jack & K Spangler 
Jack Osterman 
DALLAS 
Keith's (23) 
C Blossom & June 
Danny Duncan Co 
Joe Termini 
Zastro White Co 


16) 
Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Scott Saunders 
Lee Twins 
FORT WORTH 
Keith’s (23) 
Ww L S Showboat 
Roth & Shay 
16) 


( 
C Blossom & June 
Danny Duncan 
Joe Termini 
Zastro & White 
HAMILTON, CAN, 
Keith’s (23) 
Miacahua 
Mario & Lazaro 
Geo Niblo Co 
Vie Oliver 
Ruiz & Bonita 
(16) 
Gordon & Day 
The Warners 
Ilse Mavenge 
Besser & Balfour 
Billy DeWolf Co 
HOUSTON 
Keith’s (23) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
O'Neil & Manners 


Manny King Co 


(16) 
Tinova & Baikoft 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
The Meyakos 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (23) 
Flo Mayo 
Gracie Barry 
Grace & M Eline 
Babe Egan Co 
(16) 


George Andree 


Derickson & Brown 


Baby Rose Marie 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
LONG BEACH 
State (23) - 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
J Daly & RKO Disc 
(16) 


Loma Worth 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Lights & Shadows 
Sylvia Clark 
HILLSTREET 
Angeles (23) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Mr Wu 


Kerr & Ensign 

Bob Murphy 

J Daly & RKO Disc 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (23) 

Sandy Lang 

Honey Boys 

Randall & Watson 

Bob Robison 


Dezzer Retter 
Carlton & Bellew 
Count Bernivici Co 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (23) 
H Justa & Charlie 
Fred Craig Jr 
Conlin & Glass 
M Colleano Co 
(16) 
Paul Kirkland 
Claudia Coleman 
Yorke & King 
NEWARK 
Palace (23) 
Ann Boland Co 
Ray Huling Co 
Berkes & Wallace 
Naro Lockford Co 
(One to fill) 
(16) 


Max & Co 
F & Pete Trado 
Billy Kelly Co 
Vox & Walters 
Reilly Family 
Jack Waldron 
Gallo-Tisen Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (23) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (23) 
Har, Swan & Lue 
LaMarr & Boyce 
Scooter Lowry 

Cc Withers Opera 


(16) 

Will Higgie Co 
Milo 
Walter Walters 
Butler & Santos 

SEATTLE 

Keith’s (23) 
The Berkoffs 
Don Galvan 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 

(16) 

Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle 

ST. LOUIS 

Orpheum (23) 

Geo Andre Co 
Karyl Norman 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
(One to 


(16) 
Ann Pritchard 
Zelda Santley 
Lulu McConnell 


Ramos & America 
Davy Lee 
half (20-22) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Arthur Humbert 
Norton & Haley 
Purple East 
UNION HILL 
Capitol (23-26) 
McDonald & Parad’ 
Ann Butler Co 
Cuban Marimba Bd 
2nd half (27-29) 
Herb, G & Victoria 
Berk & Sawn 
Elkins, F & Elkins 
Tiny Town 
2nd half (20-22) 
Jarvis & Jay 
Browning Moore Co 
Sam Mann Co 
Bert Fitzgibbons 
Lola Brava Co 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (23) 
La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig 


Don Galvan 
Berkoffs 
Any Family 


Eddie Nelson 
St Claire Sis, O'D 


Bert Walton 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (23) 
Dezzo Retter 
Carlton & Belloew 
Count Bernivici Co 


(16) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Carr 
Chain & Conroy 
Seeley & Fields 


SYRACUSE 
Keith's (23) 


Ford & Price 
Zelaya 

Keller Sis & Lynch 
3 Sailors 


M Lubow & Rice 
Raymond Baird 
M Montgomery Co 
Roy Sedley Co 


TORONTO 
Imperial (23) 
Relly Lapell Co 
Fein & Tennyson 
Angus & Searle 
Ritz Gould 
Melodyland 

(16) 


Miacahua 
Mario & Lazaro 
Geo Niblo Co 
Vie Oliver Co 


Jarvis & Harrison 


Ruiz & Bonita 


Keith's 

WHITE PLAINS 
lst half (23-26) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
3 Whoopee Girls 
Ross & Gilbert 
Charlie Melson 
2nd half (27-29) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Charlie Melson 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (20- 22) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Harum & Scarum 
Holden & King 
Bobbie Carbone Co 
Charlie Melson 

WINNIPEG 

Keith’s (23) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Jean Carr Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Seeley 


A & Sonny Lamont 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Casa & Lehn 
vert. & Van 
ONKERS 
Keith’ (23-26) 
Max & Co 
Teller .Sis 
Bert Frohman 
Von Grona Co 
2nd half (27-29) 
Jackson & Carr 


Picture 


Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (16) 
Navajo 
Chief Eagle F’ther 
Frank Sheilds 
Caperton & Biddle 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Way Out West” 
Paramount (16) 
“Garden of Girls” 
Billy Glason 
Bob, Bob & Bobby 
Olive Sibley 
Gertrude Fisher 


Rubinoft 
‘Anybody’s Woman 
Roxy (16) 


A Summer Idyll 
Patricia Bowman 
Beatrice Belkin 
Dorothy Miller 
William Robyn 
“Common Clay” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

Chicago (15) 
Horace Heidt Bd 
(Others to fill) 
“Courage” 

Marbro (15) 
‘Midsummer Revels’ 
Benny Merofft Bd 
Capps Bros & Sis 
Hughie Clark 
Lambert Ballet 
“Big Pond” 

Oriental (15) 
“Bohemian Nights” 
Harry Rose 
2 Daveys 
Byron & Byron 
Lambert Ballet 
“Way Out West” 

Paradise (15) 
“Home Wreckers” 
D’Donnell & Blair 
B & Elsa Newell 
Andrew & L Carr 
6 Beverly Girls 
“Big House” 

Tivoli (15) 
“A Lawn Party” 
F Master’s Bd 
Samue!'s Bros 
Sally Sweet 
Johnny Perkins 
Lambert Ballet 
“Big House” 

Uptown (15) 
“Blue Mill” 

Ray Bolger 

Dennie Sis 

Emilie & Romaine 

Helen McFarland 

Fred Evans Eng 

“Big House” 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (16) 

“Dollies Follies R” 

Hyde & Burill 

Dick Henderson 
omez 3 

tlorious Bamby G's 

“Common Clay” 

BROOKLYN 
Fox (16) 

“Sunshine” 

James F Houston 


Vince Still 


TUESDAYS 


HOTEL 


MANHATTAN 
159 St. 
NEW 


JACK L, LIPSHUTZ 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St, Phila. 


The 


The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
Henry Santrey Co 
(One to fill) 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (23) 
Will Higgie Co 
Walter Walters 
Milo 
Butler “ 


Meyakos 
(16) 


Santos 
6 


Maxine. « Bobby 
Edith Bow 

Ed & Tom Hickey 
Wu Co 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (23) 
De Toregos 
Boyd Senter 
Ken Christy 
Frank Gaby 
(16) 
W LS Showboat 
Roth & Shay 
(Two to fill) 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (23) 
Kanazawa Boys 
H Foster Welch 
Carroll & Lewis 
Harry Carroll's Rev 
(16) 


Flo Mayo Co 
Gracie Barrie 
Grace & M Eline 
Babe Egan Co 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (23-26) 
4 Aristocrats 
Davy Lee 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
Cole Bros 
Klein Bros 
2nd half (20-22) 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Jones & Rea 
Landt 3 & White 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Down Home 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (23) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle 
(One to fill) 

(16) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Ed & Al Waldman 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 

ROCHESTER 

Keith’s (23) 
Meyers Lubo Co 
Raymond Baird 
Marsh Montgomery 
Roy Sedley Co 


(16) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Rome & Dunn 
Vercelle Sis 
Joe Marks Co 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Orpheum (23) 
Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana 
Kramer & Boyle 
(16) 


Kanazawa Japs 
H Foster Welch 
Maxine Lewis 
H Carroll Rev 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (23) 
Cardini 
C Wentworth Co 
Scott Saunders 
Lee Twins 
(16) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
O'Neil & Manners 
Derickson & Brown 


Manny King Co 


TORONTO 
Shea’s (23) 
Murand & Girton 
Silver Freed Co 
Adrian Bendover 

The Ingenues 
(One to 


(16) 

H Justa & Charlie 
Fred Craig Jr 
Conlin & Glass 
Georgie Price 
M Colleano Co 

TRENTON 

Keith's 


1st half (23-26) 
Cole Bros 
Chas Howard Co 


2nd half (27-29) 
McDonald & Parad’ 


Roxy LaRocca 
Von Neimeyer Co 
2nd half (20-22) 
Latour 3 
Vale & Stewart 
Herbert Fay Co 
Gus Van 
Frozini’s Melodians 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (23) 
Amac 
Lebonati 
Fulton & Parker 
Floria Foy 
(One to fill) 
16 


Belmont Bros & T 
Silver Freed 
E Bergen Co 
Teddy Joyce 
Don Azpiazu Orch 


Western 


R-K-0 


CANTON, O. 
Loew’s 


2nd half (28-30) 
Gray Fam 
Harrison & Dakin 
Owen McGivney 
(One to fill) 
CEDAR RPDS., IA. 
Iowa 

Ist half (24-26) 
Enos Frazere 
Smith & Rogers 
Roxy's Gang 

(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-30) 
Paxton 

(Three to fill) 
CHICAGO, ILL 


Englewood 
Ist half (24-26) 


Dora Early Co 

(Others to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 

Orpheum 

Ist half (24-26) 

Stan Bros & Attree 

Ray Nord 

Dance Parade 

2nd half (27-30) 

Floyd's S Cadets 

Fid Gordon 

Wilson K & Betty 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheum (23) 

6 Sailorettes 

Mercedes 

(Two to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (23) 

Wheeler & Morton 


Toby Wilson Co 
Carter & Albu Sis 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (27-30) 
Amac 

Harm & Nee 
(Three to fill) 


DAVENPORT, 
Capitol 

1st half . (24-26) 

Paxton 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (27-30) 

Smith & Rogers 

Roxy's Gang 

(One to fill) 


DES MOINES, 
Orpheum 
Ist half (24-26) 
Hope Vernon 
Joe Young Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-30) 
Chapelle & Carleton 
Grace Doro 
Lovejoy Dancers 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (23) 
Billy Sternard 
Marsh & Archer 
Robbins Fam 
(One to fill) 
LINCOLN, 
Stuart (25) 


IA. 


TA, 


Schictl’'s Wond'tes 


Rhea & Santoro 
Lytell & Fant 
Stev Nelson & Stev 
(One to fill) 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (24-26) 
Wilson K & Betty 
Fid Gordon 
Chamberlain & E’l 
Floyd’s S Cadets 
2nd half (27-30) 
H Berry & Miss 
Easton & Howell 
Dance Parade 


SIOUX CITY, IA, 
Orpheum 

Ist half (23-25) 

Grace Doro 

Lovejoy Dancers 

Chapelle & Charlet’ 

(Two to fill) 


SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 

ist half (24-26) 

Amae 

Ed Borden Co 

Jack Randall Co 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (27-30) 

Hope Vernon 

Impromptu Rev 

(Two te fill) 


Langdon 
Everett Milan 
“Common Clay” 
Paramount (16) 
“Ole Virginny”’ 


Al Seigal 
Slim Timberline Co 
Paul Small 
Pauline Gaskins 
Joe Besser 
Mary Reid Girls 
Calif Crooners 
‘Anybody’s Woman’ 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (16) 
The Ingenues 
Yvette Rugel 
Adrian Bendover 
Murand & Girton 
‘Alias French Gert’ 
Shea's (16) 
Nina Olivette 
“Forward March” 
Talent & Merit 
Ch Strong & Boys 
Eddie Micheals 
“Let Us Be Gay” 
CLEVELAND 
State (16) 
“August Follies” 
Gaynor & Bryan 
Babs & Teal 
“Last of Duanes” 
DETROIT 
Fisher (16) 
Venita Gould 
“Impressions” 
“Queen High” 
Fox (16) 
“Good Fellows” 
Eddie Peabody 
Princess Wahletka 
“Common Clay” 
Michigan (16) 
“‘Moonbeams” 
Eddie Lambert 
Dotty Burke 
“Call of Flesh” 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (23) 
“Home Wreckers” 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Billy & E Newell 
Andrew & L Carr 
6 Beverly Girls 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (16) 
“B’way -Venuses” 
Mel Klee 
“Shooting Strai’t” 


N RK 
Branford (16) 
“Noah's Lark” 
Eddie Garr 
Billy Farrell Co 
Gabriel Hines 
Davey Lee 
“Road to Paradise’’ 
Proctors (15) 
5 Reillys 
Billy Kelly 
Paige Sis 
F & P Trado 
Jack Waldron 
Max Co 
Gallo-Tisen 
“Rich People” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (16) 
“Fashions” 
Jay Mills 
Montrose & Reynol’ 
Jimmy Ray 
4 Coleds 
Paul Remos Co 
“Dancing Sweeties” 
Mastbaum (16) 
Charlie Kaley 
Milton Charles 
“Top Speed” 
Stanley (16) 
“All Quiet on W F” 
PROVIDENCE 
Fays (16) 
Maid O' Mist 
Royal Venetian 6 
Lois & Jean 
Gautier’s Canines 


Paul Ash 


“Way of All Men” 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (23-26) 
Tankai & Okinu 
Lynn Cantor Co 
Anderson & Graves 
Jack La Vier 
Oriental Sketches 
2nd half (27-29) 
Sierak’s Miracles 
Paul Mall 
Hall & Pillard 
Cunin'm & Bennett 
(One to fill) 


Lincoln Sq. 
ist half (23-26) 
Jordan & Grace 
Miller & Peterson 
Marks & Ethel 
Lola Brava Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (27-29) 
Donals Sis 
Sherman & Ryan 
Personality Mirror 
(Two to fill) 
Loew's 46th St. 
Ist half (23-26) 
Billy & G Carmen 
Helen Moretti 
Les Gellis 
Jules Howard Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
Jordan & Grace 
Conchi Co 
Edith Clifford 
B & Ray Goman R 
(One to fill) 
National 
Ist half (23-26) 
Peggy Calvert 
Hall & Pillard 
Jean Rankin Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd day (27-29) 
Tankai & Okinu 
F D'Amore Co 
D Harris & Frankie 
Dave Harris Co 
Orpheum 
ist half (23-26) 
Rogers & Wynne 
Du Calion 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
Harrison’s Circus 
Lynn Cantor Co 
Betty Cooper Co 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise 23) 
Dave Schooler 
Rene Riano 
Frank Shields 
Chief Eagle F"’ther 
Caperton & Biddle 
State (23) 
May Usher 
Runaway 4 
Barney Rapp Co 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (23-26) 
Beehee & Ruby’ Co 
Virginia Gene Co 
Paul Mail 
Betty Cooper Ce 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
B Anderson & Pony 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Du Calion 


Parker & Babb Bd 
(One to fillp 


Metropolitan (23) 


Chaney & Fox 
Russell & Marconi 
Wilton & Weber 
Long Tack Sam 


Pitkin 
Ist half (23-26) 
B Anderson & Pony 
Conchi Co 
G Broadhurst Co 
Heart Strings Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
Beehee & Ruby’ Co 
Rogers & Wynne 
Wm Ebbs Co 
M ‘Haynes Co 
Edward Benton 


Valencia (23) 
Wesley Eddy 
Fred Sylvester 
Geraldine 
Crackerjacks 
Mary Lane 
Blanche Bow 


ATLANTA 
Loew's (23) 
Serge Flash 
Lillian Morton 
Savoy & Mann 
Swan & Lewis Rev 


BAY RIDGE 
Loew’ 

Ist half (23-26) 
Sierak’s Miracles 
Sherman & Ryan 
D Harris & Frankie 
Dave Harris & Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (27-29) 
Jimmy Fletcher 
John Quinlan Co 
Smith & Hart 
Howard Co 


BOSTON 
Orpheum (23) 
Mann-Brad & VanA 

Bill Casey 
Gordon & Walker 
Trixie Friganza 
Romas Tr 
CANTON 
Loew’s (23) 
Jack Hanley 
Arthur Ball Co 
Ray Shannon Co 
(One to fill) 
CAPITOL 
Loew's (23) 
Edna Thomas 
Viasla Maslova 
3 Jacks 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (23) 
Ted Claire 
Evelyn Wilson 
P Sydeill & Spotty 
4 Flash Devils 
Geo D’Ormonde 
Emily Adreon 
COLUMBUS 
Loew’s (23) 
Ray Teal 
Arnaut Bros 
Babs 
Gaynor & Byron 
HOUST 
Loew's (23) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Cook & Vernon 
Phylis Rae & Co 


Jules 


JERSEY 
Loew's (23) 
Bert Frohman 
Les Ghezzis 
Wilton Crowley 
Hilliard 3 
Johnny & M Mason 


MEMPHIS 
State (23) 


Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Dave Vine 
U S Indian Bd 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (23) 
Kafka-Stan & Mae 
Tom Fulmer 
Kemper & Jeannie 
Melino & Davis 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
NEWARK 
Loew's (23) 
Franklyn & Royce 
Keith Wilbur 
Nat C Haines Co 
Primrose Seamon 
Havana Royal Bd 


NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Park (23) 
H La Vail & Sis 


6 Rockets 
Great Johnson 
Salina’s Circus 
NEW ORLEAN 
State (23) 
Trudina Co 
Tom Wilson 
Flo Lewis Co 
Tom Brown Co 
NORFOLK 
State (23) 
Ora Co 
Snapshots 
Harry Hines 
Porcelain Romance 
PITTSBURGH 
Loew's (23) 
Waring’s Penna'g 
TORONTO 
Loew's (23) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Morley Sis 
& Reason Ce 
Flynn & Mack 
Enchanted Forrest 
WASHINGTON 
Loew's (23) 
Raye-Elis & LaRue 
Ray Collins 
C J Lindemann 


“PUBLIX” TOUR 


Eddie Stanley 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


Fanchon & Marco 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (23) 
‘“‘Trees”’ 


Terrell & Henley 
Naynon’'s Birds 
Reicard & Levine 
Mavis & Ted 
Fawcett & Thurst’n 
Esther Campbell 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace (23) 
“B'way Venuses”’ 
Mel Klee 
16 Beauty Winners 
Aerial Bartletts 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (22) 
Roy Smoot 
Francia 
Al & Jack Rand 
Hector & Co 
Harris 3 


Georgene & Henry 


Doc Baker 
Walzer & Dyer 
Muriel Gardner 
Art Hadley 
(Others to fill) 
NEW YORK CITY 
Crotona (23-26) 
“Skirts” 
McDonald & Dean 
Julia Curtiss 
Ruth Silver 
Up In Air Girls ‘ 
NIAGARA FALI8 
Strand (23) 
“Good Fellows” 
Lucille Page 
Bud Averill 
Seben & Eliven 
Helen Burke 
OAKLAND, CAL 
Oakland (22) 
“Green Devil” 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles & Kover 
Bobby Gilbert 
Harvey Karels 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 BROADWAY 
This W’k: Lola Chalfonte; Frances Mayo 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (22) 
“Rose Garden” 
Red Donahue & U 
Harold Stanton 
Hall & Essley 
3 Jacks & 1 Queen 


“Seeing Double” 
Stroud 2 
Elca 2 
Miller, Clute, Falla, 
Nolay, Holly, 
Maltby, St. Johns 
& Parker 2 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (22) 
“Box o’ Candy” 
Lynn Cowan 
Jones & Hull 
Reeves & Leu 
Sunkist Beauties 
FRESNO, CALIF. 
Wilson (21-23) 
Hart's Krazy Katz 
“Wild & Woolly’’ 
Bud Carlell 
Aussie & Czech 
Roy Angiven 
Bud Murray Girls 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitel (23) 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 
Intern’! Comedians 
F Evers & Greta 
Jeanne Alexandrea 
George Prize 
Jack Vliaskin 
Ruth Leavitt 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (21) 
“Busy Bee’ 
Cooper & Orren 
Paul Howard 
Liana Galen 
Phil Arnold 


Terry Green 
Sunkist Beauties 


Rita Lane : 
OKLAHOMA, CY, 


Orpheum 
2nd half (26-28) 
“Pennant” 
June Worth 
Johnson & Dyker 
Deihl Sis 
General Levine 
Belcher Dancers 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (22) 
“Sunshine” 
Vince Silk 
Barton & Young 
Langan & N Selby 
Mary Lou 
Richard Wally 
PORTLAND, ORK 
Broadway (21) 
‘In Blue” 
Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Bob Brandies 
Webster & Marino 
SALEM, ORE. 
Elsinore 
Ist half )23-24) 
“Victor Herbert” 
Buddy Howell 
Electric 2 
V Herbert 4 
(Others to fill) 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (21) 
“Gobs of Joy” 
A Pat West 
Dolly Kramer 
Wanda Allen 
Scotty Westen 
Mary Louise Trees 
3 Jolly Tars 
Moore & Moore 
Rena & Rathbura 
Sunkist cnsemble 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (22) 
“Gems & Jams” 
JI & J McKenna 
Will Cowan 


Booked with R-K-0O: 
WALLY SHARPLES & CO. 
Coliseum and Flushing 
Next Week 


BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 B’way, N. Y. 


Bryant 2332 


KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (22) 


“Romance” 
Castleton & Mack 
F & O Walters 
Robert Cloy 

Mary Price 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (21-24) 
‘““Modes” 

Haline Frances 
Shore & Moore 
Danny Joy 

Harry Smirl 
Sunkist Ensemble 
Hollywood Models 


LOS ANGELES 
State (21) 

“Southern” 

(Others to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (22) 
“Smiles” 

Eva Mandel 
Seymour & Corncob 
Dorothy Neville 
Walter Bradbury 
NEW HAVEN, "CT. 
Palace (23) 


“Changes” 


Alexandria & Ol Co 


Nee Wong 

Maxine Evelyn 

Jim Penman 

Franklin & Astell 

SEATTLE, WASH. 
5th Ave. (21) 

“Cadets” 

Born & Lawrence 

Milee Sis 


Rognan & Triggef 

Mabel & Marcia 

Johnny Dunn 
SPRINGFIELD 
Palace (23) 

“Miniatures” 

Singer's Midgets 

(Others to fill) 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Fox (22) 

“Brunnettes” 

Slate Bros 

Chirot & Mercado 

Hassan’s Bluestr’ks 

Hirsch-Arnold Girls 

WASHI'CTON, D.C. 

Fox (22) 

“Eyes” 

6 Candreva bros 

Don Carroll 

Paul Olsen 

B & E Burroff 


(Continued on page 71) 
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TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 


Inaccurate Biographies 


| Victor McLaglen | 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
victor (Goliath Down) McLaglen 
was born in Africa where his father 
was a bishop on assignment from 
England. McLaglen sometimes tells 


jt in his own way. 

“Ah’s really an Englishman,” he 
says, “although ah was borned an’ 
pred in this heah Africa. Ah was 
one of seven sons, all with different 
fest names. Ah talks like an Eng- 
Jishman though, doesn’t ah?” 

“Ah thinks yo’ does,” says his 
listener, putting some more polish 
on the McLagien gondolas. 

Preceding Goliath Down’s career 
in pictures was a life of adventure 
and hard knocks; the sort of thing 
the Boy Scout: have to put up with 
in fiction. When Victor was 15 he 
plew to England, bent on getting 
his first beer and necking. 

He was a husky kid, six feet tall 
and able to crack peanut shells with 
his bare feet. As he walked down 
the streets of London girls looked 
at him and McLaglen knew he was 
in. 

Mac entered what looked like a 
public bar. 

Too Late 


. “Good day,” said a man in uni- 
form behind a desk, 


“Fair enough,” admitted Mc- 
Laglen, 
“Sign here,” said the uniform. 


McLagien signed. 

“Tll have a beer,” he said. 

“There’s a place two doors away,” 
said the man, “but it’s too late 
now.” 

“It’s only noon,” protested Mac. 

“You are remaining here,” said 
the man, “by the King’s orders. 
You have just joined the Life 
Guards.” 

“You mean,” said McLagien, 
“those guys on horses who par-de 
around the king’s house and get 
photograhed by newsreels?” 


“Those,” said the man, “are 
them.” 
McLaglen frowned. “I didn’t 


mean to join,” he said. “I had plans 
for beer and necking.” 

It took Bishop McLaglen 18 
months to get his son out of the 
Life Guards, and by that time the 
kid was plenty sore. He hopped a 
boat for Canada and joined one of 
the common gold rushes at the time. 

Every time MecLaglen found a 
gold nugget someone sneaked up, 
conked him on the bean, and took 
it away from him. In no time at all 
his head was a mass of lumps. He 
complained one day to an oldtimer 
named Gaar. 

“Why don’t you hit back when 
they play tricks like that on you?” 
suggested Gaar, filling his pipe with 


typical English moss. “You're a 
husky kid.” 

“Do you think they’ll mind?” ask- 
ed McLaglen. 


“Try it,” said the oldtimer. 
ist Time K. O. 


The next time one of the local 
toughs tried the bean routine Mc- 
Laglen drew back his fist and sud- 
denly pushed it forward. The man 
toppled over, whinnying like a stuck 
balloon, 

“Do you know who that is?” 
gasped « native, eyeing the fallen 
tough. 

“Who?” asked McLaglen. 

“That,” said the native,” is the 
champion fighter of these parts. He 
has never been knocked down be- 
fore,” 

“He tried to take my nugget,” 
said McLaglen, “I wonder if he’s 
mad at me.” He turned the tough’s 
face toward him. “Are you mad at 
me?” he asked. The tough didn’t 


— “I guess ‘he’s mad,” said 
When news of McLaglen's 


Prowess spread about the settle- 
ment a match was arranged for him 
and the tough. And before 600 peo- 
ple McLaglen knocked the bully cold 
again, 
— carnival came to town carry- 
mammoth fighter ballyhooed 
roe € one socker in Canada who 
never tasted mud. A prize of 
= was offered to anyone who 
uld stick two rounds. McLaglen 
hocked the floundering whale cold 
one round, 
« Give me my money,” he said to 
carnival manager. 
a what?” asked the manager. 
Cu didn’t stay with him two 
Tounds.” 


‘What are you going to do about 


19 Hours of Pony Golf 
Saturday in Times Sq. 
at 50c Grossed $525 


Saturday’s gross for the two 18 
hole midget golf courses back of the 
Roxy theatre was $525, the little 
links being in operation from nine 
Saturday morning until four Sun- 
day morning when the count-up 
was made. 


The gross indicates that around 
1,000 customers stepped up to the 
counter during the 19-hour grind 
and got a dead ball and putter in 
exchange for four bits. 


KEEPING CHILDREN 
‘OUT OF PEEP SHOWS 


Agents of the Children’s Society 
are keeping an eye focused on penny 
arcades and peep shows on com- 
plaints that proprietors have been 
admitting unaccompanied minors, 


Agents visiting the places last 
week chased away the kids, warn- 
ing proprietors that unless they 
keep the youngsters out arrests will 
follow. 

The drive against the peep shows 
is said to have been precipitated by 
the smi-nude poses on display in 
the slot machines. 

Loss of juvenile patronage in the 
peeps will put a good crimp in the 
intake. 


Mutuel’s Gross, Hawthorne 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Hawthorne track here is running 
between $400,000 and $450,000 daily 
through the mutuel machines dur- 
ing the week, jumping to around 
$800,000 Saturdays. This is about 
20% less than last year. 

To offset the loss the 16-day fall 
meet scheduled to go into Aurora 
track will be held at Hawthorne 
Oct. 13-31. 


it?” asked McLaglen, drawing back 
his fist. 

*Tll Lire you,” said the manager 
hastily. “You can be my new cham- 
pion at $40 a week.” 


A Business 


McLaglen took the job. After 
knocking out a few visiting fire- 
men he went to America with his 
own strong man show, and soon 
was devoting all his time to regu- 
lar matches. He fought Jack John- 
son before the Negro became the 
heavyweight champ, and lasted the 
full time with him. America later 
called McLaglen the White Hope 
when Johnson became heavyweight 
champion of the world, but nothing 
ever was done about it. 

When the late war started Vic 
returned to England and joined 
with his six brothers. Because of 
his ability at crap shooting they 
made him provost marshal of Meso- 
potamia, When the war ended Mc- 
Laglen got up from his couch and 
returned to America. He started a 
Zymnasium for girls in the west, 
and students flocked to him. And 
after the students flocked the hus- 
bands. 

The Egg Act 

“I think,” said Victor, “I should 
do something else.” He packed his 
tights and hurried east to organize 
a vaude act. The act consisted of a 
series of poses, called “The Gladi- 
ator Lays an Egg” or such, and re- 
minded McLaglen quite a bit of his 
job in Mesopotamia. 

Tiring of this eventually, Mc- 
Laglen returned to England and 
went into pictures. Within a short 
time he was brought back to Amer- 
ica and made the first payment on 
the Hollywood home which he now 
owns. 

“What Price Glory” was his first 
big part. Things sailed smoothly 
from then on. 

McLaglen has a wife and two 
children, and is known as one of 
Hollywood’s less pretentious citi- 
zens. He has no swimming pool, 

‘If I want to swim,” he says, 
“I go to the beach.” 

For Hollywood, 
statement. 


that’s quite a 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Local miniature golf courses are 
beginning to show the picture in- 
fluence. But Barsky, former super- 
visor at Columbia and Tiffany, is 
the latest picture man to invest 
in the minnies, 

Barsky, who supervised produc- 
tion of “The Lost Zeppelin,’ has 
built a course in the same setting 
as used for the Arctic wreck scenes 
from that picture. Setting includes 
a foundering barque, igloos and 
other Arctic atmosphere. 

Barsky has two other courses 
under construction, one of which 
will have the sea atmosphere used 
in “The Sea Wolf,” Jack London’s 
story, which was also produced by 
Barsky for Tiffany. 

Third isn’t set for atmosphere 
but it’s an even bet it will be a 
western. 


NAT ROYSTER, SUICIDE; 
‘BREAKS’ AGAINST HIM 


Nat Royster, 40, legit press agent, 
committed suicide by gas in a fur- 
nished room at 226 West 58th street, 
New York, Saturday (16). Remains 
were removed to the city morgue 
and claimed Monday by Harry Roy- 
ster, brother, and shipped to his 
parent’s home in Memphis. 

Royster was discovered in a semi- 
conscious state by Mary Richardson, 
maid at the rooming house. She 
had been attracted by the odor of 
gas and immediately summoned a 
patrolman. He called an ambulance, 
with Royster being pronounced dead 
upon its arrival. 

Royster’s suicide is reported as 
having been precipitated after an 
in-and-out career the past few 
years, through a disagreement be- 
tween him and Princess Wahletka, 
whom he had been exploiting and 
managing in vaude. Royster had 
set the mind reader for a vaude tour 
in Fox circuit houses preliminary to 
having a Fanchon & Marco unit 
woven around her. 

Couldn’t Fix Break 


Royster went to Detroit, where 
Wahletka was appearing at Fox’s 
last week, and is reported as having 
had an argument with her over 
money matters. It wound up in 
Wahletka dismissing him. 


After the break Royster relented 
his part of the argument and at- 
tempted to see the actress, in hopes 
of straightening things out and re- 
newing business relations again, but 
was unsuccessful. He returned to 
New York the following day, and 
told some of his friends of what he 
termed “another tough break.” That 
was the last heard of him by any of 
his intimates until his suicide was 
reported. 

Royster was born in Memphis and 
started newspaper work there at an 
early age. 
to engage in newspaper work and 
eventually diverted into the press 
agent field, having been p. a. for 
Morris Gest, Oliver Morosco and 
others. He was married, with sev- 
eral children now living in Chicago, 
but became estranged from his wife 
several years ago. In addition his 
parents and brother, Harry, survive. 
The brother is connected with the 
exploitation division of Publix. 


BILL BARNETT, PTSBGH, 
DIES FROM MEASLES 


Bill Barnett, brother of Luke, 
died last week. He was of the 
Pittsburgh burn-’em-up Barnetts, 
doing his stuff at functions as an 
officious headwaiter and in other 
guises. 

Bill was regarded as effective as 
Luke or the latter’s son Vince who 
has been doing his comedy stunts 
on the coast recently. Like the 
others Bill was popular among pro- 
fessionals. 

Bill Barnett died of measles, con- 
tracted from his’ three-year-old 
daughter, who was convalescent. 


GOLD FISH GAMBLING 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Gold fish gambling. 

Morrison hotel, as an advertising 
idea, set-up a trick twin bowl that 
allows the finny ones to pass from 
one to the other, through a per- 
pendicular illuminated glass tube. 

The racket boys have flocked in 
and will bet anyone, any amount, on 
any fish, the time it will take him 
to pass from one receptacle to the 
next. 


He later went to Chicago 


| Razzing The 


(Second of a series of stories on the 
out giving the cities 


With Guns in Wrong Spot 
Two: Alleged Bandits 
Captured by Sleuths 


After a lively struggle in a room 
at the Hotel Thorndyck, 208 West 
56th street, a squad of detectives 
arrested Herman Heft, 203 Tomp- 
kins avenue, Brooklyn, and Andrew 
Rocco, 29,. 22 Aspinwall street, 
Staten Island, on charges of rob- 
bery and violation of the Sullivan 
Law. Later in West Side Court the 
pair were held without bail for 
further hearing. 

When the sleuths crashed the 
room Heft was lying on a ved. He 
tried to pull a revolver from under 
the matress. Rocco also darted 
toward the bed, but the detectives 
piled on both men. A search under 
the matress revealed four fully 
loaded revolvers. 

The men have been identified as 
two of four who a week ago went 
into the jewelry establishment of 
Kieva Yasnor at 3321 Church ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, and at the point of 
guns robbed the store of $20,000 
worth of jewels. Police said Heft 
had recently been released from the 
Eastern Pennitentiary where he 
served ten of a 20-year sentence for 
robbery. 

Rocco only a few months ago was 
released from Sing Sing. If he is 
found guilty of these charges a 
mandatory sentence of life will be 
imposed. None of the jewels has 
been recovered. 


BLONDE STOLE RING AS 
PRESENT FOR HUSBAND 


Charged with stealing a diamond 
ring valued at $300 from Granville 
Bates, film actor, Hctel Dixie, 
Mamie Hudson, 35, 2043 7th Ave- 
nue, was held- without bail in West 
Side Court. 

According to the story Bates told 
Detectives Mullee and Maskiell, 
West 47th street station, on Aug. 3, 
he had met the blonde and they 
went to Bates’ suite, The actor had 
placed his ring on a dresser. A 
short time after the woman left, he 
discovered it missing. 

The theft was reported to the po- 
lice and a search was made for the 
Hudson woman. A few nights ago 
Bates was walking along Broadway. 
At 50th street he saw her. He im- 
mediately notified the police and. 
she was arrested. 

Later at the station house the de- 
tectives said she confessed taking 
the ring. The detectives went to 
her apartment where they found her 
husband, William, 32. They ques- 
tioned him and he admitted having 
the ring and said his wife had given 
it to him as a birthday present. He 
produced the ring and was arrested 
on a charge of receiving stolen 
property. He also was held for 
trial, 


African Chimp Inspires 
New ‘Touch’ Story 


Broadway’s toughest hard luck 
story from one of its best known 
chiselers concerns a trip to Africa 
and the return with a baby ape. 

It isn’t for himself that he wants 
the price of a beer; just to take 
eare of that African child tucked 
away in an animal hospital in 
Staten Island. 


Morrissey Seitled 


A charge of violating section 925 
of the Penal Code, pertaining to de- 
frauding a hotel, which had been 
made against Will Morrissey, pro- 
ducer of “Hot Rhythm,” was dis- 
missed in West Side Court. 

It was announced a settlement 
had been made. 


4 AM. GOLFIE DISAPPROVED 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Midget golf got its first slam 
locally from the courts, when Leo 
Harrington, manager the _ ritzy 
golfie on the northside, got smacked 
$200 and costs for operating past 
midnight. 

Tenants of the Edgewater Beach 
apartments testified the putters 
were yelling at 4 a m. 


Home Town 


(TOPEKA) 


inside show end of key cities, with- 
any the best of it). 


By E. D. Keilmann 


Topeka, Aug. 16. 

Topeka may not be one of the 93 
cities of the United States having 
100,000 population or more but it 
does have more than its share of 
flesh on the stage, if the Associated 
Press report is to be taken seri- 
ously. The A. P. declares that there 


were only 26 stage shows in the 
country. Topeka had three, New 
York had 15, Chicago one, and the 
other 10 were accounted for as 
“scattered.” 


Topeka now has two tabloid com- 
panies in operation and one stock 
company. The stock company is 
under canvas with 1,200 seats, in 
a new play each week. The tab 
shows are at the Best and the re- 
opened Isis. Former puts on tab 
as accompaniment for silent pic- 
tures and the Isis has stage show 
99.9% pure flesh—and it floats. 


Topeka has only 65,000 popula- 
tion. Yet it has 12% of the nation’s 
stage shows. Topeka is like that. 


The capital of Kansas is about 
the best town in the country to be 
“from” there is, according to a 
large list of some of the theatre's 
leading lights and delights. Promi- 
nent among these is Fred Stone 
who learned to be an acrobat on a 
limb of an apple tree behind a 
blacksmith’s shop in North Topeka, 
Topekans chopped down the tree 
after Fred made good, just to keep 
more of its sons from breaking 
limbs. 

Tenor Whistle 


Claire Windsor came to Topeka 
from Cawker City, entered Wash- 
burn College, played one role in one 
college play and went west to 
divorces and film contracts. Zasu 
Pitts lived out on The Drive until 
that sad blank look stuck fast and 
then hied toward the screen. 

The Kouns sisters, Sarah and 
Nellie, Hived in Topeka amid the 
shrieks and whistles of the Santa 
Fe locomotives and shops until they 
just had to do something about it. 
A tenor locomotive whistle gave 
them an idea and now look at them. 
They’ve been back just once, 

It was in Topeka that Moran and 
Mack kept an audience waiting two 
hours and a half v-hile their mana- 
ger insisted that they be paid all 
their guarantee before the curtain 
would rise. It took every cent the 
box office had to start the show 
and then the Crows wanted it in 
special form. Two hours were 
spent in finding a banker who would 
open his vaults to get bills of the 
right size. 

Perhaps that experience has made 
Amos ’n’ Andy the favorites they are 
in Topeka. Topeka wouldn’t even 
notice the T’-o Black Crows pic- 
tures records, radio programs nor 
nuthin after that experience. 

Just as strong in its likes as its 
dislikes, Topekans almost grovel 
Otis Skinner, Jeanne Eagles, Jane 
Cowl and Walker Whiteside. Its 
film favs are William Powell and 
The Garbo, being mildly interested 
in that “young kid from Olathe” 
otherwise Buddy Rogers. However, 
they flock to the standard whenever 
“that laundry boy from Salina” is 
on the screen under the name of 
Buster Keaton. 


Tough Town 


Topeka doesnt know what it 
wants till it gets it and then some- 
times changes its minds. The town 
has been the despair of more thea- 
tre managers and the disgust of 
more publicity men than any town 
in the country four times its size. 

There’s only one thing Topekans 
are united upon and that’s a cam- 
paign for lower theatre admission 
prices. The extra price on talkers 
has cut attendance to almost the 
red line. Whep the stock company 
at the Fair grounds cut the price to 
25e. Mr. and Mrs. Topek with their 
two-bit pieces in hand bulged out 
the side walls, 


FIRST GOLFIE FOR COLORED 


First midget golf course for col- 
ored folks will be erected by the 
Haring-Blumenthal Realty Corp. at 
153d street and McCombs place, in 
the heart of the colored sector, to 
be completed the end of this month, 

Course is the fourth in the minia- 
ture golf course chain in the east 
being planned by Haring-Blumen- 
thal, who are also indie theatre 
owners. A fifth is now being erect- 
ed on Central avenue, Jersey City. 
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_ roadster or motorboat. 


54 VARIETY 


TEMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, August 20, 1939 


Broadway Chatter 


Harry Faber has a mustache. 
Gabe Yorke is on his vacation. 
None bragging about biz. 

James White, of the Rivoli, 
doesn’t advertise he’s a bachelor. 

Manny .Greenberg has given the 
bangtails the complete go by. 

Charlie Kurzman heads for Wash- 
ington next week. 

Corrine Buchanan is Lynn Far- 
nol’s new asst. 

Ralph Feigin’s 
again. 

Flo Fisher, back from Saratoga, 
says it’s poison ivy this season. 

Some agents are doubling up to 
save office rent. 

‘Edward W. Dunn okay. 
ported under the weather. 

Village Grove Nut Club will cele- 
brate “Lee Posner Night” Aug. 25. 

Broadway corner of Equity thea- 
tre office has gone juice joint. 

Victoria Carnot has made her 
studio debut. 

Doris Jay is back after a time 
with the Provincetown Players. 

Florence ‘Eastman of the opera 
back after a year in Germany. 

That trick elevator in the A. H. 
Woods office on the blink last week. 
Walk up and rest up. 

Sylvia Fields and Leonore Sorsby 
returned Sunday (17) after touring 
Europe for several months. 

Irene Green and Rose Otis are on 
the level about Providence for a 
vacation, 

Dorian Atvos and Stanley Rauh 
split $12 royalty from “Town Tat- 
tles.” 

Charlie Wagner of the Friars’ grill 
room says his children left him flat, 
so he just got married again. 

There’s many a broken heart on 
Broadway where a _ broken head 


trick stomach 


Was re- 


® should have been. 


Joan Russell has replaced Bea- 
trice Curtis (Mrs. Fox) in her hus- 
band’s, Harry Fox, act. 

New Pepsodent electrical display 
in the Square with a girl on a 
swing attached the active clock. 

Charlie Einfeld is hustling up on 
his golf for the return of his two- 
some from the coast. 

Outdoor bowling alleys now as a 
follow-up on shrimp golf. Dozen or 
so spotted on Long Island roads. 

Florida, Jacksonville, theatre had 
its marquee reading: “Joan Craw- 
ford in ‘Blushing Brides’ Cooled by 
Refrigeration.” 

Louis Stevens, Paramount studio, 
is author of “Here Comes Pancho 
Villa.” Frederick Stokes will bring 
it out in September. 

Actors steering clear of inactive 
casting agencies fearsome that if 
making a social call the operator 
may put the bee on them. 

Fellow running. a mid-town spot 
decided not to make Saratoga this 
season. Figured it cheaper to stay 
here and stand for the touches. 

Nan Blackstone doubling Garrick 
Gaities and Club Abbey while keep- 
ing in condition at Philadelphia 
Jack O'Brien's. 

Moe Mark is again giving. the Pic- 
ture Club a play. He laid off for 
two months to avoid the wall pic- 
tures. 

Al Jolson has been offered $12,000 
a week to head Earl Carroll's new 
revue “Personalities,” which Carroll 
proposes to make a winter annual. 

Clarence Gaskill will write a song 
about the farmers as soon as he 
can find the correct pronunciation 
of drought. 

It remained for the midget golf 
courses to reveal how many left- 


handed women there are in New 
York. 
Joe Laurie’s dog hasn’t eaten 


anything for a coupla days since 
he took a bite at Jack Pulaski. Dog 
now has dandruff, Joe says. 

More bill collectors have gone 
in and out of the Bond building 
lately than in any other theatrical 
agency hangout. 

Jack Stillman is one of the few 
actors out of work who can kill 
time riding in either hi own sports 
That's one 
advantage of being a Stillman. 


A rush to lawyers by men with 
wife trouble. After Aug. 30 wives 
in N. Y. State cannot be cut out 
from wills, They will come into a 
percentage of personal effects, re- 
gardless of how the will reads. 

In getting things ready for his 
trip to London with Billy Pierce, 
the dashing young Buddy Bradley 
was in a dilemma as to taking one 
cane, two or three. He finally de- 
cided to take three. i 

Dorothy Raymond quits her sum- 


- mer job as assistant librarian of the 


Muhlenburg branch of the Free 
Public Library this week to start 


rehearsals for the western company 
of “Street Scene.” 

DeWolf Hopper isn’t supersti- 
tious. Playing a role of an actor 
with eight hours to live in a com- 
edy, “For Two Cents,” at Warners’ 
Flatbush studio, the headline in a 
newspaper used in the story read: 

DeWolf Hopper Dying 


Arthur Hammerstein has sold his 
$225,000 home at Whitestone, L. I. 
Intends spending goodly part of his 
time on coast. 

Nice colored photos of the Friars’ 
roof, dolled up for sun bathers, are 
posted within the club. The pic- 
tures have gag billing, such as: 
“Get your share of sunshine, fresh 
air and health without the agent’s 
commission.” “Come up and invig- 
orate yourself for a tough day on 
the Palace curb.” 


Jack Connolly’s’ three-year-old 
boy jumped into Long Island Sound 
while the Connollys were visiting 
Jeff McCarthy at Mamaroneck Sun- 
day. Jack, Jeff, Mrs. Connolly and 
the maid wanted to leap in after 
him. While they were talking it over 
on the dock a life guard made the 
rescue, 


Barbara Rydell, driving with her 
husband, Louie, on the Motor Park- 
way alongside the flying fields, asked 
him to stop a moment, she wanted 
to look at a close-up plane. Mrs. 
Rydell walked up to a passenger 
plane, stepped in it and took her 
first flight, leaving Louie paralyzed 
in the car. Barabara’s alibi is that 
Louie doesn’t know how to say yes, 
so why ask him? She’s in doubt 
about the next trip, though. 

New hotel in the 50’s offers its 
guests under lease, breakfast on the 
house for the term of tenancy. 

The touch system along the 
street has reached the point where 
tha bite is booked three cays in 
advance. The lay-off meets a pal 
Wednesday and before leaving him 
asks, “When do you get paid and 
what time?” When told on Sat- 
urday noon, he makes an appoint- 
ment for that day at 12:30. 

Soph Tucker cabling New York 
her new show opening in London 
Sept. 11 will run two years. Two 
years to Soph is just like that. But 
the Madame stands pretty strong 
over there. She told a friend to drop 
around Sunday, she had a date for 
lunch at the Duke of Manchester's. 
The friend felt sorry that the fog 
was getting to Soph, but called any- 
way. Off they went to the Duke's 
and the Duke had lunch with them. 
(Soph is over there without her hus- 
band.) 


Chatter in Loop 


Folding canes now. 

Pitchmen are selling 3c. items. 
Archery staging comeback. 
Diamonds are down in price. 
Nan Elliott still threatens to go 
to some coast. 

New alignment of beer territory 
the past fortnight. 

Vaude acts, who deserted the loop 
for the summer, are drifting back. 
Mort Singer off on another jaunt 
through Iowa, 

A Loop gambler spends two-bits 
daily on pigeon grain. 

Max Richard's golf still in the 
150’s despite new clubs. 

Pop song sheets again on the 
main stems. e 
Chautauqua performers drifting 
back with bad reports. 

Henry Shapiro to New York next 
week in search of acts. 


Marion Talley claims the drought 
has driven her back to opera. 

Ed Carruthers economizing. Cut 
the daily fresh 10c. boutonniere. 

John Bernero, well bronzed, back 
at the Playhouse. 

Natives swear Al Capone in town. 
Cops swear not. 

One thousand more Yellow cabs 
for the Loop this winter. 


Widening city streets a passion 
with city officials this summer. 


Churches are featuring cooling 
systems. 

‘Drug stores have flowers made of 
tin. 

Boys are going for coolie beach 
coats in competition to the gals. 

Shine parlors in the Loop down 
to a nickel for a black shine. 

Mort Levin’s “trip to Europe” 
took him around the corner. 

Newsboys are learning to clog 


and collecting nickles when biz is 
slow. 

Tom Vickerman emergencying 
for C. J. Bulliett as drama editor 
of the “Post.” 

Department store selling golf 
courses for backyard at $6.95, com- 
plete. 

No one looks up any more unless 
at least 50 planes roar over the 
Loop at one time. 


The grand mutuel windows at 
the tracks may be closed. No biz. 
$2 windows get play. 

Joe Stout, Publix film booker, will 
make hay on the farm at Villa 
Grove, Ill, and call it vacation. 


Town now has the record of 
catching a 61-year-old woman rum 
runner. 

Railroads have hired a photog- 
rapher among themselves to mugg 
passing thru celebs. 


The boys like the National Air 
Race p.a. stunt. Girls parading in 
aviation pants. 

The Johnnie Perkinses off to 
Canada to fish with the Eddie 
Dowlings. On return Perkins goes 
into pictures. 

Horace Heidt was givena B. & K. 
parade from the depot to the Chi- 
cago. Motorcycle cops and every- 
thing. 

To save hankys, John McFarlane, 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, went to a sawbones and 
had his nose permanently drained. 
The s.a. experiment failed at 
Jules Greengard’s Green Grill. 
Dames out. Waiters with black bow 
ties now spill the coffee. 


Paris Chatter 


Mr. Alceator of New Orleans took 
five friends to the Ambassadeurs 
and paid $130 to show them how 
they would have been treated at 
Antoine’s for $10 per plate. 


Florence Heywood, for years 
American lecturer at the Louvre 
Museum, giving up her work to live 
in Switzerland. 


Five nudists started climbing a 
mountain near Biarritz in their 
bathing suits, then shed them, 
finally landing in jail. 


Irvin Marks drove to Le Touquet 
for the week-end with Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathan Burkan, He won enough at 
Chemin de Fer to pay for the Rolls 
Royce. 


J. Carlo Bavetta taking Dare 
Frances, who signs her fashion ar- 
ticles “Dare,”’ to the night-clubs. 


Sheherazade doing big business, 
thanks ‘to the youthful Florence 
Starr. 


Louis E. Swartz rushed through 
Paris on his way to Berlin. 


Thelma Lee and Thelma Edwards 
seen very much together in town. 
Thelma Edwards off to Deauville 
for a month, her place being tem- 
porarily filled in “The Desert: Song” 
by a Chanel mannequin. Thelma 
Lee currently murdering them at 
El Garron. (De Belle and Lee.) 


Buster Keaton to have been the 
guest of honor at the weekly 
luncheon of the American Club, 
when it was discovered he had left 
the day before. 


French hotels are keenly feeling 
the fiop of the tourist season. Tour- 
ist trade this year big in numbers, 
but very poor spenders. American 
tourists are described as coming 
over with one shirt:.and one dollar 
and not changing either. 

Mrs. James Murray, who was 
Betty Morrissey in pictures before 
she married, blushed very prettily 
when declining to dance with a 
stranger at Zelli’s. 

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” falling flat 
in preview with French subtitles 
and no Tashman-Gleason wise- 
cracks. 

Irene Bordoni burned when Paris 
press announced London success of 
Pirelle made new star “logical suc- 
cessor to Bordoni.” 


Corinne Griffith reported expect- 
ing the stork at new country resi- 
dence near here, 


Pola Negri under doctor’s orders 
at her chateau sans her prince. 
Cautioned not to fall into love again 
for six months, to stand chance 
of recovery. 

John van Druten getting 
from it all. Heading for the 
of France to finish a novel. 

John. Wexley worried when 
watching royalty checks on “The 
Last Mile.” Had gone Montpar- 
nasse with studio, four canes. No 
hat. 

Warner Oland and wife located on 
the left bank for several months. 
Brought a Ford with them. Dodg- 


(Continued on page 56) 


away 
south 


Chatter in London 


No one in this town. 
Weather worse and worse. 
Trouser suits in summer haunts 
a rarity. 
Norman Long having operations 
in Blackpool. 
Mortimer Dent, Arthur's brother, 
is buying up flicker boxes in places. 
Television out of the Coliseum. 
About time. 
Harry Carlton 
about Amy Johnson. 
Clubs for song-pluggers is the 
new rave in the disc racket. 
A. Coulson Gilmer getting 
mugg in the napers. 
Fred Kerr left for Hollywood 
again. And what a space break. 
Uproars in the Film Artistes’ 
Guild, Wardour street. 
Peter Burnup’ vacationing 
France. 
Straight variety acts spliced into 
cabaret at the Queen’s. 
Hotel Splendide cabaret company 
folds after seven months. 
Beattie and Babs contemplate re- 
turning to vaude via radio. 
John Maxwell photographed along- 
side Bernard Shaw. 
F. Landeau, who signs the pic- 
ture rights for the Fox reel, has a 
knack of striking bargains. 
Rameses, illusionist, who latterly 
owned a sideshow at Southend, 
London's Coney Island, has died. 
Jack Hylton spending the week 
flitting between two  out-town 
grinds. 
Revealed Haddon Mason had been 
doubling in Germany for Conrad 
Veidt. 
The Not is the strangest named 
nite dive in town. Just behind 
the Kit-Cat. 
Shayle Gardner in the blues. Just 
can't get back to Hollywood. Quota 
trouble. 
Jack Hobbs, Babe Ruth of cricket, 


writing songs 


his 


in 


is all set to break another 
record. 

Hal Kemp’s first American band 
here to double two picture houseg 
in one week. 

Cecil Lewis, late'B. B. ¢, ane 
nouncer, blossoming as talker di. 
rector. 

Shaw’s contract with British In- 
ternational for a talker production 
was drafted by himself. 

Maurice Devereaux, recently 
drafted into the film legmen ranks 
here, out already. 

Bill O’Bryen, late of Gainsbor. 
ough, rates himself this town’s 
freelance p. a. So do 10,000 others, 

Press agents, hit by lack of ac. 
tivity of small time British talker 
units here, have autos for sale. 

Norman Hulbert, Movietone Pub- 
licity opus, nearly killed in air 
crash. Plane didn’t flop—but al. 
most. 

Olive Barrett, one time p. a, to 
the British Lion outfit, now holds 
down the film box of the “Sunday 
Chronicle.” 

Jessica Merton (Balliol and Mer- 
ton) injured when her partner 
missed her in a 15-foot dive. No 
bones broken. 

Reason given out for the folding 
of “Three Musketeers” was the fact 
Dennis King really must go back 
to the States. 

William Pollock, formerly “Daily 
Mail” theatre scorer, signed with the 
“Rand Mail,” South African sheet. 
Sails in October. 

Brigette Helm, working here six 

weeks, went back without seeing 
London once. Lived just outside and 
kept busy. 
Evening film trade shows are un- 
fortunately getting popular again, 
Gives the execs an excuse to take 
moth-balls out of their dress 
clothes. 


world’s 


Chatter 


in Nice 


Nice, Aug. 9. 


Gil Roland around. 
Mary Garden biographing at 
Corsica. 


Norma Talmadge at Juan Les 
Pajamas. 

Bill Powell a holdover at Cap 
ad’ Antibes. 

Eldorado, gambling casino, goes 
pictures, wired. 

Peggy Joyce swims without her 
ice on at Monte Carlo. 

Somerset Maugham giving friends 


the tennis cure, George Dorar 
among them. 
Babe White, skull-cracker of 


jungle bad men, back to Cannes 
from Africa, plenty tired. 
Ben Finney, Broadwayite. 
keen on Connie Talmadge, 
Beaching with White. 
Quarter length polo shirts in blue, 
mildly circulating last summer, 
are now the rage in all pash colors, 
Men as well as gigs wearing them. 
(Continued on page 56) 
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The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 


Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 
52ND ST., W. OF B’WAY 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Thurs & Sat., 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


EIGHTH EDITION ALL NEW 
66 Glittering Scenes—!,000 Laughs 
WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 


A Cast of 150 and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 


462 Good Balcony Seats at $1.00 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED. and SAT. 


2:30 


Herb 


12th MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Preston Sturges’ Famous Comedy 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 
AVON THEATRE. West 45th Street. 
Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat,2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by iced Air) 


DAVID BELASCO presents 


DANCING PARTNER 


A New Comedy 


with Lynne Overman, Irene Purcell 
Henry Stephenson, 
Charlotte Granville 


BELASCO THEATRE 


West 44th St. Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 
STH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E. Matthews 


THEATRES 
William HAINES 
in “WAY OUT WEST” 


Radaelli, Chief Eagle Feather 
Bunchuk— Orchestra 
Charlie Chase laugh fest ‘Girt Shock’ 


APITOL 
COMMON CLAY 
Y Roxyettes—Chorus—Soloists. 
CORINNE GRIFFITH 


5ist ST. 
CooL 
R O X Y S0th St. & 7th Ave. Olr 
of S. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
with Constance Bennett, Lew Ayres 
“LA TICKERA,” opera. Irving Caesar 
RKO—Always a Good Show 
LOUISE GROODY 
NEVILLE FLEESON 
in “BACK PAY” 
Wednesday to Friday, Aug. 20 to 2° 
CORINNE GRIFFITH 


O 38rd BIG WEEK 
and large cast. Brilliant Stage Features 
PHIL BAKER 
R-K-O th T. NEAR 
PROCTORS ard 
58 Ss AVE. 
CAB CALOWA & ORCHESTRA 
in “BACK PAY” 


PLAYHOUSE 150. Wed. Sat,, 2:30 


All-Talking Movietone Drama 
with Roxy Symphony Orchestra, Ballet, 
AILEEN STANLEY 
Wednesday to Friday, Aug. 20 to 22 
and 5 Other RKO Acts 
TOUISVILLE LOONS 
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When the Lights Went Out 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


It was last week at Freeport, L. L, 
that I drove over to see the old 
Lights Club. Whata sight! Broken 
windows, battered doors, driveway 
filled with weeds. 

Big hall where the variety blue 
ploods once gathered, dusty and 
dirty. 

Upstairs, where the sleeping quar- 
ters were at one time, it was con- 
sidered a privilege to pay to have 

ur name engraved on a brass 
plate and stuck on the door. Name 
plates all gone, but three—P. G. 
Williams, Arthur Deagon and Jo 
Paige Smith. They, too, are gone. 

About 15 years ago a bunch of the 
poys gathered at Ed Rice’s garage 
for refreshment and laughs. They 
decided the gang was getting too 


could dish dirt; to get new ideas for 
next season. 


The Gang Helped 


Many an act at the old clubhouse 
having a tough break was helped by 
the gang. 

The next season they would come 
back with a little bank roll and 
ready to help someone else, 

The dream of a clubhouse was 
realized in 1916. No “Biggies” or 
“Smaliies.” All alike for one pur- 
pose—laughs—and they got plenty. 

It would take pages to mention 
all the names. Victor Moore, the 
angel, and a real one, with his wife, 
Emma Littlefield; McWatters and 
Tyson, George “Red Six Two and 
Even” McKay and his typewriter 
wife, Odie Ardine; Jimmy “Build- 


large for the garage. Then the Long | ing & Loan” Conlin and his sweet- 
Island Good Hearted Thespian So- | voiced wife, Myrtle Glass, and her 
ciety, the first letter of each word | sister Naomi; Eddie “Peck’s Bad 
making the word LIGHTS. Boy” Carr, Middleton and Spell- 
meyer, Paul Morton and Henry 
Place to talk. Bergman, who liked to bathe in 
The actors wanted to talk over/ street clothes; Tommy Dugan and 
show business, and got where the| Babe Raymond, dead pan Tommy, 
man and wife could stop talking| Leo Carrillo, telling character 
about “the act” and hear someone | Stories, and how! Harry “Poker 
else talk about theirs; where they (Continued on page 56) 


ROUND THE SQUARE 


Hoofing at Lunch 


A couple of tea rooms on side streets off Broadway are following the 
habit, long established in Greenwich Village, of having dancing at 
lunch time. 

A couple of instruments play only during the lunch hour and the 
patrons, mostly girls, do their hoofing. Some try out tap steps. This 
seems to be the real interest in the lunch time dancing. 


Traffic Whistles Coming Back? 


New York traffic cops seem to be pretty helpless now their whistles 
have been taken away from them. No amount of arm waving is as 
effective as the blast of a police whistle. 

The cops get plenty more exercise, too, as it takes a lot of gymnastics 
to make either motorists or pedestrians call a halt when they have 
been used to being tooted at. The cops don’t find their new predica- 
ment any too pleasant either. 

It’s a two-week experiment and will probably see the stop and go 
whistle restored at the end of that time. 

Another innovation in the Square are the white metal discs hammered 
into the pavement for safety lines instead of the former elusive chalk 
marks, 


Steaming Up Sid Grauman 

Seeing the sights on his brief New York visit took Sid Grauman 
downtown to Greenwich Village where the m. ec. and radio announcer 
of the Nut Club ballyhooed Sid as the world’s greatest showman; 
world’s greatest guy, and world’s greatest everything. The announcer 
didn’t miss a thing, especially stressing on Sid’s tutelage of Roxy. 

Calling S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) Grauman’s pupil was extensively cir- 
culated among show people seemingly and the next day up and down 
Broadway they were steaming up Sid over his alleged pupil, Roxy. 

The Nut Club broadcast is a two-hour session from midnight until 
2a. m., the latest around New York, and catches many of the late- 
retiring show people. Since the m. c. and radio announcer were so 
terrifically impressed with the presence in their midst of the sunkist 
showman, every time they ran out of a spiel they ballyhooed Grauman 
and Roxy all over again. 

Former Gov. Al Smith must be a Nut Club listener-in also, because 
when Tammany Young buttonholed the ex-Gox. at the “Hell’s Angels” 
Premiere at the Gaiety and introduced Sid Grauman, Smith seemed to 
remember him. 


Westchester Styles in Dancing 

Westchester County’s younger set is developing new styles for ball- 
Toom dancing. One, the most: prominent at present, seems to have 
been adapted from the marathon dancers. It is for the partners to 
temporarily separate whole stepping, but still hold hands and walk a 
bit as though to get their breath, then continue. This may happen five 
or six times during a single dance. 

Perhaps it looks foolish because it’s new, but the dancere while 
walking their bit look foolish also, as though they knew they were 
doing something they hadn’t oughter. This new business is quite com- 
mon in Westchester just now. It is extending somewhat to the Long 
Island steppers of the better parts. 

Another Westchester dancing gag is for the young woman to lean 
heavily on her partner, her neck imbedded into the boy’s left shoulder, 
With the boy acting like a wrestler, while the girl, to make it more 
marked, inclines herself from her feet to his shoulder. That makes the 
ene couple take up the space of the usual two pair of dancers. 

While another “set” innovation is for the young woman to remain 
away from her dancing partner, permitting him solely to hold her 
2 agra the waist. It’s somewhat startling at first glance, as the pos- 
ure indicates the couple are quarreling on the floor. As they dance 
past, however, neither is speaking, so the solution seems to be that the 
dn dancing under protest. It’s called the preventative dance, pre- 

ng either from picking flying microbes or germs from one another. 

In Westchester all of these late departures in hoofing are recherche. 


First Carnival in Square 
First carnival show to strike Times Square section, so far as memory 
80es, is pitched on an open lot at 8th avenue and 54th. 
th ame not billed. It’s one of those charity affairs for the benefit of 
€ Sisters of Holy Cross. Previously the nomadic carnys have not tried 
‘rashing center Manhattan east of 9th avenue. 


Park’s Reservoir Going 

ne of New York's show places is gone. The reservoir in Central Park, 
ns an attraction Sor Maw Yorkers and city visitors, is now being filled 
a Provide additional park space. 

ating back > about 1840, the reservoir was famous as a meeting 


soe, training grounds for fighters, headquarters for walkers and horse- 
ack riders. 


Marathon Golf 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Golf marathon is the newest 
craze to invade the picture 
city. Six girls, Misses Whit- 
tington and Mass, the Duva 
twins and the Hogan twins, 
are entered in a putting race 
to San Francisco which started 
Aug. 14, 

First pair to reach that city 
and return by plane will be 
given $500 apiece. They’ll be 
checked all along the train to 
prevent hitch putting. 

Girls must play all the min- 
iature links on the way with 
their own equipment, which 
consists of a putter and ball 
attached to a six-foot cord. 
Ball is removable. 

Coast route will be em- 
ployed. It’s now common 
knowledge that you can go up 
and down the Coast with a 
niblick and a putter, making 
the jumps from 18’s to firsts 
with a short pitch shot. 


Los Angeles’ Boulevards 
Turning Into Midways 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


Making or. losing money, minia- 
ture golf courses in Los Angeles 
and Hollywood have turned boule- 
vards into midways. 

The putting frolic has caught on 
harder here, and shows less sign 
of expiring quickly, than any other 
spot in the country. Explainers 
make the matter clear by pointing 
out that the largest chumps in the 
world are developed on the home 
soil of the Angels. 

If a minnie course looks pros- 
perous it’s 10 to 1 a drive-in sand- 
wich place will spring up beside 
it before the original nap is worn 
off the felt fairways. Then some 
fruit dealer will grab a spot beside 
the sandwich dispensary. Things 
are humming by now, so0 a gent 
driving a little truck shaped like 
an orange will park at the curb and 
start peddling juice. Then comes 
the ice cream man, and from then 
on anything’s liable to happen. 

What one miniature course start- 
ed is demonstrated on Beverly 
boulevard. On one side of the 
course is a driving fairway, and 
on the other an archery booth. 
Next comes an open air fruit and 
vegetable stand. Then comes an- 
other miniature layout, and sur- 
rounding it are hot dog and juice 
stands. On the courses are vend- 
ing machines for peanuts, naner 
drinking cups, candy bars and toy 
marksmanship testers. Encouraging 
the atmosphere of . Saturday aft- 
ernoon in Coney Island are radios 
and phonographs. This boulevard 
midway extends for blocks. 

The only things missing are rides. 
Mary Pickford is building a course 
on Wilshire Boulevard which could 
even have those before it’s fin- 
ished. Contractor’s estimate is 
more than $35,000, including a sys- 
tem of open-air gas heating for 
winter. 


PRESS STUNTS 


(Continued from page 21) 


diate repairs possible. He invited 
about 200 people in the audience into 
the lobby, where they danced to mu- 
sic furnished by radio. Passersby 
were attracted, and one of the larg- 
est attendances of the season was 
played to. 

It took two hours to repair the 
lights, but not a single refund was 
made. 


New York City. 

For the showing of “Dancing 
Sweeties” (WB) at the New York 
and Brooklyn Strands, Warners’ ex- 
ploitation staff effected a tieup with 
the Coca-Cola Co. through one of the 
scenes from the picture showing Sue 
Carol and Grant Withers drinking 
some of the soft stuff. 

The Coca-Cola people distributed 
free to each patron a bottle of its 
water, with straws, furnishing the 
lobbies with neat ice containers and 
attendants. On 30 of its trucks, 
ranging from the Battery to 72d 
street, from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m., the 
theatre had huge signs advertising 
the picture at the Strands. 

This was without cost to WB. 

The same tieup has been effected 
for the Beacon, New York, which 
the picture plays, starting Friday 
(22). 


Metro’s Zane Grey Story 
Metro bought Zane Grey’s “Shep- 


| herd of Guadaloupe” for future pro- 
| duction. 


Nobody as yet assigned. 


Easy Columnizing 
By Champ Chairsitter 


A Crooked Straight Man 
Him and me did a standard two-act, 
A good and clean one, not a blue act. 
Pals when rich and when we didn’t 
have a dime, 
On the big and the small or any old 
time. 


He was a good straight man 


He was the straight man, I the 
comede; 

He played a great man, I played a 
Swede. 

He asked the riddles, my answers 
were funny; 

And we doubled on fiddles; our 
future sunny. 


He was a good straight man. 


“Whydsa chicken cross the street?” 
asks he, 

“Cusit wants t’get t’ t’other side,” 
sez me. 

The house would rock and the 
chumps would roar, 

We'd off with a speech while they’d 
yell for more. 


For he was a good straight man, 


I don’t know why I did it. 

My evil self did bid it. 

What happened still is sorta hazy; 
Guess I musta been half crazy! 


He was a good straight man. 


’Twas in Gary, Ind., on the night 
of June the eight, 

Our gags were goin’ over and we 
were doin’ great. 

He gives me the cue, I return just 
right: 

“Who was that lady I seen you with 
last night?” 


He was a good straight man. 


Now everyone knows the answer to 
that one, 

It’s this world’s best known flat pun. 

But does that crooked straight man 
fool me? 

What he said did more than goal 
me. 


He was a good straight man. 


“That was no lady,” he cracks, 
“That was your wife!” 

Of all the dirty come-backs— 
She means more to me than life! 


And he wasa good straight man. 


My head went blank, my eyes saw 

I wanted no more than to hit him 
on the head. 

I grabbed the nearest violin, and in 
the state I was in, 

I beat him and beat him till he was 
dead. 


He was a good straight man, 

I’m sorry that I did it; I didn’t mean 
to strike him. 

He was a good straight man, never 
another like him. 

A very good straight man; give the 
devil his due. 

But when I learned my wife liked 
his straighting, too— 


He WAS a good straight man, 


Suggested alibis for late arrivals: 

“My mother forgot to wake me 
up.” 

“The subway service where I live 
is terrible.” 

“The alarm clock double-crossed 
me.” 

‘I was killed by an automobile 
on the way down and stopped off 
at the undertaker’s to get eme- 
balmed.” 

“I overslept.” 


(To be used with 
judgment.) 


Kitty Madison has quit burlesque, 
preferring home. 

So have a lot of former burlesque 
fans. 

Good reason, either way? 


Mergers Wanted 

Tree sitters and marathon danc- 
ers, 

Radio crooners and machine gun 
bullets, 

Adagio quartets and Admiral 
Byrd, for a long ride to the South 
Pole. 


Joke Dept. 

If someone will please loan the 
contest editor a buck ($1), same 
will be presented to Mrs. Matilda 
Itoldya who won first prize for sub- 
mitting best joke of week. 

Mrs. Itoldya’s joke: 

“When will that film deal take 
place?” 

“Reve. 

“How do you know?” 

“Because all the executives de- 
nied it.” 


The old “copy act” evil has reared 
its ugly pan again. 

Now here’s a chance for the 
Cherry Sisters to complain. 


A magistrate at Woodbine, N. J., 
ruled that a youth taking his girl 
friend to pictures without the con- 
sent of her father is guilty of dis- 
orderly conduct, 

Typical New Jersey conversation: 

“Mr. Framscrans, may I please 
take your daughter Lizzie to the 

“No, you can’t take Lizzie. But 
I'd just love to go with you my- 
self.” 

(It was revealed at the murder 


trial Mr. Framscrans was a retired 
female impersonator.) 


Malibu Moochers 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Malibu is where the affluent of 
the picture industry go to get away 
from it all. It’s the surf and sand 
branch of Mayfair. Here’ the 
‘names” develop their week-end 
broad “a’s” and what they are 
pleased to call tennis. 

It’s a great spot. Away from the 
rabble. No public to bother them. 
Nothing but good old nature, and, 
in some places modern plumbing. 
Now and then a flock of squatters 
set up their tents, but the vigilant 
sheriffs shag them off and a couple 
of pop guns pop. This makes good 
conversation for the picture people 
during the quiet of week-ends, 
when they aren’t shooting crap or 
panning the other guy’s picture. 

No picture colony is genuine 
without the panning. The word 
“lousey” is the same to pictures as 
“sterling” on silver. 

Entering the private beach road 
to Malibu there’s a sign reading: 
‘If you are not invited, don’t en- 
ter.” A private cop sits under the 
sign, but never stops anyone. If 
he did he'd have the road jammed 
clear back to Hollywood, 

Malibu is the moochers paradise. 
Saturdays and Sundays it looks like 
the Roosevelt lobby. It’s where the 
lay-offs get their big meals. They 
all carry the little book with the 
dinner hour at every beach house 
noted in red letters, and they ar- 
rive just as the knives and forks 
are being placed. Any Malibu home 
looks like the Automat on Sundays 
Until recently-there were no tele- 
phones in Malibu, so the boys just 


dropped in 


linvited guests. 
‘hitch hiking. 


Meal time is the Strangers Ban- 


quet. Few hosts know their guests, 
And the guests don’t care. It’s all 
a laugh. 


Walking along the beach you trip 
over who’s who in pictures, It’s 
the one spot where they can be 
themselves. 


Tennis, the Ritual 


Quite a few houses have their 
own tennis courts. It’s a great 
game as played there. The moochers 
hang around the courts a4 a gallery, 
When a director or an exec makes 
a good shot there’s a chorus of 
“Well played, sir!” “Here, Here!” 
“Good fellow!” and an occasional 
“Bravo!"”—the latter from the for- 
eign moochers. But if some or- 
dinary guy makes the good play the 
gallery can’t see it. This is known 
as “Malibooing.” 


Most of the swimming is the dry 
kind, done under beach umbrellas, 
Now and then an actor goes into 
the water, but swimming is such 
an isolated sport. You can’t pan 
much with a mouthful of water, al- 
though it’s okay for a_ secluded 
sneer. 

Malibu is about built up now. 
Situated in a small cove, the beach 
front is filled with houses. Where 
others of the film colony will build 
their summer places is quite a prob- 
lem, 

If they want to get away from 
the moochers it has to be in a spot 
at least a sleeper jump from the 
film city. 

And even that won't stop the une 
They're all wise to 
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TO THE LADIES 


‘Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


LEILA HYAMS AND SHOW 
CAPITOL’S BEST BETS 


In “Way Out West,” Bill Haines 
is handled rather roughly by a group 
of cowpunchers. Willie has never 
been quite so much of the under-dog 


before, but he comes up laughingly. 

By this time Leila Hyams, oppo- 
site him more than once, knows just 
how to disapprove of his antics. 
She manages to make her rather in- 
sipid role something more than it is. 
Then, of course, Miss Hyams is so 
goodlooking she always has that 
edge. 

In this latest picture as the mis- 
tress of the ranch, she is most sty- 
lishly gowned and beautifully mar- 
celled, and as attractive as ever. 

These stage shows at the Capitol 
each week grow more ingenious and 
elaborate. This week's “Navajo” is 
an achievement. Never a greater 
array of feathers, crystals and other 
dazzling paraphernalia. These lav- 
ish efforts are rather meaningless, 
but they have to be appreciated for 
their sheer elaborateness. Must take 
an awful lot of thought, time and 
effort to put on a show of this type 
weekly. 


LOUISE GROODY ACTS 
IN ACT AT PALACE 


If ever an appreciative audience 
existed, it was at the Palace Satur- 
day. As Phil Baker remarked they 
acted as though they didn’t pay to 
get in. 

Louise Groody never looked so at- 
tractive in her life. She appeared 
at first in a boufant pink, tulle 
dress that made her muscular little 
figure look as dainty as a fairy’s. 
Her hair is long and curled now, 
the most becoming fashion she can 
wear it. And the girl can act. Her 
imitation of Greta Garbo in “Anna 
Christie” is amazing. How a small 
compact brunet could seem to be 
the slouchy, gangling, Swedish 
Greta is a mystery. It got the 
Palace by the ears. 

Aileen Stanley came along in her 
own way and got big applause. Her 
refinement and sentimentality get 
over. In fact she is so refined one 
wouldn’t dare treat her otherwise 
and all her songs appeal to one’s 
better instinc’ ;. 


ONLY 3 FEMMES ON 
STATE’S CURRENT BILL 


State has a good show this week, 
with Wilton and Weber as the evi- 
dent favorites. 

Only three women on the bill. Vir- 
ginia Rucker, pretty, graceful danc- 
er, who changed into at least five 
different costumes. 

She supplies most of the color 
and feminine appeal, as Bee Starr, 
who opened the show, devoted her- 
self to her difficult circus stunts. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Art Henry, a daugh- 
ter, in Fitch Sanitarium, New York, 
Aug. 12. Father is vaude comic, 
mother is musical comedy actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. John  MHarron, 
daughter, Aug. 13, at the Hollywood 
Hospital, Hollywood. Father is in 


pictures and the mother is a former 
dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Denis D‘Auburn, 
daughter, Aug. 12, at Queen of the 
Angels hospital, Los Angeles. 
Father is legit actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl S. Strodel, 
Aug. 13, in Chicago, son. Father 


is a district manager for Pubiix-B. 
& K. 


MARRIAGES 


Madeline F. Harrigan to Joseph 
Amato in New York June 29, Bride 
is daughter of Frank and Sadie 
Harrigan of Four Harrigans, vaude. 
Both employed by N. Y. Depart- 
ment of Health. 

Sydney Oshrin, manager Allerton 
theatre, Bronx, to Hilda Feldman, of 
Long Island, non-pro. 

Jack Pickford, former. picture ac- 
tor, to Mary Mulhern, legit actress, 
in Del Monte, Cal., Aug. 12. 


“Faith Bacon, the fanny dancer 
who figured in the recent Earl Car- 
roll obscenity scare, back in “Vani- 
ties” Monday (18). Miss Bacon 
was reported to have suffered a 
nervous breakdown as a result of 


When Lights Went Out 


(Continued from Page 55) 
Playing” Breen, Frank and Bert 
Leighton, the original Frankie and 
Johnnie; George Loft, the candy 
man, who spent his penny a pound 
profit with the boys; Jim “Harmon- 
izing” Diamond and his beautiful 
wife, Sybil Brennan; Bob Hodge, 
whose advice would help the young- 
er members; Lulu McConnell and 
Grant Simpson; Frank Tinney, an 
angel, too, blacked up, a true play 
boy; Charlie Freeman, the father 
confessor of the whole gang, and his 
wife, Carrie; Joe Steiler, a great 
steward; Norwood and Hall; all the 
Dooleys—Johnny, Bill, Gordon and 
Rae; the Sharrocks, who read every- 
body’s minds and left early; Slim 
Jackson, who carried his own Bar- 
bour; Manny Manwaring, a great 
governor; Ben Mulvey; Dick Kahn, 
the outstanding lay member, and his 
wife, Kitty; Sheriff Steve Petit; Joe 
Laux, whose daughter's wedding an- 
niversaries were celebrated at the 
club; Mr. and Mrs. Gene Hughes, 
whose appearance dignified any 
gathering; George Morton Levy, the 
club’s attorney; Babe Phillbrick; 
Holliday and Willette; Sommers 
and Hunt; Sam and Kitty Morton, 
the ma and pa of the Lights; Cart- 
mell and Harris; Jimmy Dooley and 
Corinne Sales, who never said no to 
“Will yer?” Vic “Fisherman” Milo; 
Anderson and Graves, who lived in 
Roosevelt, but never were home; 
Renee Riano; Barry and Woolford; 
Williams and Wolfus and their 
daughter Doris; Mike Coakley, who 
out-Primrosed George; Harry Von 
Tilzer, who thinks more of his Ida 
than Eddie Leonard; Wood and 
Wyde; Allan Dinehart; Jim Morton 
and Scream Welsh, visiting from 
Fairhaven to see if our club was 
better than theirs; B. S. Moss, who 
renovated the club at his own ex- 
pense and later was repaid by the 
boys; Flanagan and Edwards; Carl 
Henry; Harry “King” Bulger; Lew 
Kelly; Whiting and Burt; Van and 
Schenck, and hundreds of others. 
Max Hart brought down Stanley 
Sharp, Donald Kerr, Miller and 
Mack and Tom Lewis from the 
“Passing Show of 1917” to play us a 
game of basebell and started at 6 
a. m. The Lights won by default 
after 40 minutes of play because 
nobody could see the ball. 

And the Xmas parties that were 
run on the Fourth of July because 
all the troupers were home. ; 


The Wives 


George P. Murphy, the soul of the 
bar, would harmonize with all com- 
ers. And the time the boys wanted 
to get away from the wives and or- 
ganized the “PIGS,” a strictly stag 
club, and held meetings in the base- 
ment of the club. The opening of it 
with a tremendous athletic show, 
with James J. Corbett, Jack Demp- 
sey, Benny Leonard, Johnny Dundee 
and many more champions partici- 
pating. What a show! 

The time the wives got tired of 
being alone, when Gladys Clark and 
Lulu McConnell organized them and 
marched into the bar to chase out 
the men and took it over. Just for 
a laugh. 

When the club needed money they 
would organize a cruise and tour 
Long Island. 

Nobody knew where the keys 
were. Supplies were taken. Books 
were muddled. Everything was done 
just for laughs. Soon the club found 
itself in financial difficulties, and 
after much opposition by the actors, 


lay members were admitted That 
was the beginning of the end 
Lays Ruined Club 

The lay members realized they 
could get more entertainment at the 
Lights than they could at any 
Broadway show, so they packed the 
place and brought their guests, 


pushing the actors out gradually. 

Place was jammed, but the cash 
register never got warm from ring- 
ing up receipts, becuuse the lay 
members’ brought “their own,” 
everything but entertaniment. 
came early and stayed late. An ac- 
tor had no chance except to enter- 
tain, 


One by one the old gang drifted 
away. Laughs died down. It wasn’t 
funny any more. When the lay 
members found no entertainment 
they resigned. 

So it was but a short time when 
the club was in bankruptcy. 

The once beautiful clubhouse now 
has broken windows, battered doors, 
moldy scenery. Many an actor in 
and out of Freeport sheds a tear 
when thinking of the old Lights 
Club. 

Maybe it would have been better 
for the old gang to have stayed in 


the notoriety and exposure. 


Ed Rice's garage. 


They 


Did You Know That— 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Reports on Evelyn Laye in 
her first picture are enthusiastic 
...-Ann Harding wore a lovely 
white chiffon gown trimmed in 
black chantilly lace at the 
opening of ‘‘Holiday”....Nan- 
ette Guilford has dieted away 
many pounds....Paul Frawley 
returned to New York to do a 
show....they say Hoot Gibson 
and his bride, Sally Ellers, will 
do a picture together and also 
may sojourn in vaudeville for a 
few weeks....more and more 
of the picture girls are taking 
to wigs....Mrs. Pat Campbell 
used her car, supplied by the 
Fox studio, to drive from her 
dressing room across the street 
to the set....Carmel Myers 
lunching at the Town House 
wearing a very striking new 
black and green fall costume 
----at a party given at the 
Lasky home Bobby Arnst was 
the only one to brave a mid- 
night swim....Mrs. Ned Marin 
(Kitty Seeman) gave an Em- 
bassy luncheon for Laura La- 


‘Plante, Inez Courtney, Ona 
Munson, Ruth Collier, Minna 
Wallis, Mrs. Al Rockett and 


Mrs. Mike Levy....Mary Eaton 
is letting her hair grow again 
and is reducing....Renee 
Adoree caused quite a stir in a 
restaurant the other day by 
looking much improved in 
health....Ona Munson’s first 
picture has been previewed and 
her second is almost ready for 
its first “quiet” screening.... 
| looks like Gertrude Mac Don- 
ald and Dorothy Hall, both ex- 
pected out here for a visit, are 
not going to show up. 


CHATTER IN NICE 


(Continued from page 54) 


Like the berets, the rirls will be 
hopping into them before long. For 
New York next summer. 


Everett Marcy, with Monte Blue 
as a title-writer, loafing with Mor- 
gan Burke, who has a play any- 
body can have. 


Jean Acker carrying the Valen- 
tino billing is also giving Cannes, 
Nice and Monte Carlo an eyeful. 
No fashionable Riviera shop has 
sold a pair of silk stockings or 
any underslip since May. 

Some exhibitionists are even 
climbing mountains, nude, leaving 
their bathing suits or pajamas half 
way up. Cops no like. 

Beverly Nichols, brightest of the 
bright young things, has been in 
and out of Juan Les Pins, discover- 
ing copy in night-pants for “The 
Mail.” 


Eden Roc, 


where Colman and 
Torrence stayed, has a $2 admis- 
sion except to Hotel d’Antibes 
guests. Claims a private beach. So 
private the other day only door 
dick was present. 

Only boy friends who wear coats, 
socks and undies are gendarmes 
and letter carriers. They have to, 
according to law. 

That Prince Andrew Obolensky, 
who was killed when his car turned 
over along with Mme. Helen Ela- 
quin, beautiful Slav, who had been 
Princess Helen Urussof, was a pro- 
fessional dancer, or gigolo. 

Paulet, operating Casino Eldo- 
rado, is in on the Filmvox studio. 
Still talks about building “the big- 
gest studios in the world.” 

Cannes Casino, only money- 
maker last season, is having its face 
lifted. Slab slightly blah. 

Palm Beach Casino has a cham- 
ber music quartet that entertains 
the gamblers and tea-sippers till 
five when it doubles in jazz. It’s 
a Russian outfit. Big laugh is to 
see the basso 'cello bozo trying to 
make himself a trap drummer by 
paim-slapping his stringed instru- 
ment. It sounds like a guy with 
asthma. 


Widening of the promenade of the 
adenoidal Angiais in Nice has 
shoved all the bathing resorts off 
the main stem. Hotel guests can’t 
step right out of their hotels across 
the promenade into the sea any 
more. Have to hoof a mile for 
their dips and plenty sore. 


Ruth Raphael moves out of the 
publicity chair at Harper and Bros. 
on Labor Day, to go over to the 
Cosmopolitan Book Corm in the 
same capacity. Ramona Herdman 


succeeds her at the Harper plant. 


PARIS CHATTER 


(Continued from page 54) 


ing anybody who looks like Holly- 
wood. 

Alexander Kirkland here to study 
role of “‘Marius.” Going it for Gil- 
bert Miller in N. Y. next fall. 

“Etienne” picked by show wise 
as only Paris show with chance on 
Broadway. “Weaker Sex” and 
“Marius” considered too local. Same 
thing said about “Topaze” this time 
last season. 


Willette Kershaw living around 
corner from Studio des Champs 
Elysees. Suing Simon Gantillon, 
writing play of “The Well of Loneli- 
ness” and reading scripts at same 
time. 


Trail to O'Neill's country place 
pretty well worn. Address is Cha- 
teau de Plessis, Saint-Antoine-du- 
Rocher (Indre et Loire), Tours, 
France. Quite a mouthful for New 
York scribes to give taxi drivers. 
Ward Morehouse, Dick Watts, 
Jimmie Light, Theresa Helburn and 
George Jean Nathan all made it. 


Fan magazine writers trying to 
stay sober and corral fallen stars 
for stories. Herbert Howe after 
Pearl White for “Liberty” and 
Negri, Corinne Griffith and Jan- 
nings for Woolworth series. 

W. R. Hearst expected shortly if 
French government will forgive him 
for expose of naval treaty last year. 

Lily Damita meeting all her ex- 
fiances. Changed mind again and 
raving about Hollywood. 

Eva Gautier, retired here, familiar 
figure at all musical events. 

Marie Kurenko set for opera en- 


gagements until company’s. star 
threatened suit. 

Sylvia Beach seriously ill. May 
close “Shakespeare and Co.,” fa- 


mous left bankbook hangout. 

James Joyce recovering eyesight. 

Hamilton Forrest announcing 
Mary Garden is doing his new 
opera in Chicago next fall. Called 
“Camille” with modern story and 
setting. 

Sidney Ross following Elmer Rice 
over to London. 

Beulah Livingston here for a rest. 
Gone to London for more rest with 
Fanny Hurst. 

Rocky Twins speak good enough 
English to insist on good Shubert 
contracts. Driving Irving Marks 
nutty. 

Tourists and school teachers com- 
plained of several scenes in new 
Follies Bergere. Now they're cut. 
Frank’s bar new hangout in 
Montmartre. 

Baron Phillippe de Rothschild 
back from Hollywood. 

Pegey O'Neil of London, once of 
New York, at Longchamps. 
English Players trying repertory. 
Audiences staying away. 

Harry Pilecer at Russian dance 
program at Comique. Then on to 
Marianne’s for onion soup. Same 
as ever. Still getting feminine eyes. 


Damia singing famous Gigolo 
song in new Apollo show. Started 
in Germany, arriving here from 
England. Biggest European num- 
ber since “Adios Muchachos.” 
Walter Damrosch proudly show- 
ing off his youngest daughter to 
Paris. She has a play with Arthur 
Hopkins, another with Brock Pem- 
berton. Both listed for fall. 


Mrs. J. J. Brown of “Titantic” 
fame, showing friends at Ritz, state- 
ment in home town Colorado press 
where she’s announced as the “un- 
sinkable.” 

Jane Cowl, Ethel Barrymore and 
Alice Brady splitting the town 
three ways. 

Lloyd Howard and Edward Leiter, 
Pacific coast actors, beat it back to 
America when exchange dropped. 

George Anthell says “Transatlan- 
tic,” his new opera, too modern for 
New York. 

Six thousand plays being finished 
on left bank for Broadway produc- 
tion next season. All masterpieces. 

Cecille Sorel giving ‘Marion 
Delorme” in open air. Couldn’t hear 
a word. 

Anna May Wong back from Eng- 
land again. On way to Vienna for 
play. 

Dorothy Parker’s new book, “La- 
ments for the Living,” getting raves. 

Sunday afternoon at the Recamier 
quite the thing for the plucked eye- 
brow set. 

Several hundred copies of “Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover” leaving Paris 
every month. 

Kathlyn Williams en route to 
Russia. 

Bennee Russell, songwriter, whose 
prize-winning “Song Without a 
Name,” over here on a free trip, 
spending the song royalties. Free 
passage was part of the newspaper 


competition stakes. 


— 


RITZY 


Mr. and Mrs. George U. 
of New York and Tuxedo, 
Saratoga with their own racin 
stable. Mrs. Harris is one of on 
prettiest women in society. Daugh. 
ter of Le Roy W. Baldwin, presi 
dent of the Empire Trust Co. Years 
ago the Baldwins accompanied 
Howard Gould on a yachting Cruise 
abroad. Gould was at that time 
living with his wife, Kathering 
Clemmons, for...erly an actress, She 
was constantly engaged in law- 
suits. While at sea one of the crew 
lost an eye when ordered to set oft 
a rocket. Later the Goulds sep- 
arated, and he now occupies an 
estate near Monte Carlo. Edna May 
who starred in “The Belle of New 
York,” and is the widow of Oscar 
Lewishon, is generally of the house 
party. 


Hartt 
are at 


Best Dressed 


One of the best-dressed Society 
women at Saratoga is Mrs. Herbert 
Pulitzer. Before n-arrying the pub- 
lisher, Gladys Munn divorced 
Charles Minot Amory of Boston. 
Amory then married Margaret 
Emerson, who had had three pre- 
vious husbands. One of Mrs. Pulit- 
zer’s brothers, Gurnee Munn, mar- 
ried Marie Louise Wanamaker, and 
another brother, Ector O. Mun 
married Fernanda Wanamake 
granddaughters of the late Joh 
Wanamaker. 


Another Stable 


Gifford Cochran, who owns a rac- 
ing stable, is at Saratoga. Son of 
the late William F. Cochran, his 
millions came from his grandfather, 
Alexander Smith, carpet manufac. 
turer. His brother, the late Alex- 
ander Smith Cochran, was divorced 
by Ganna Walska, who first di- 
vorced Baron Arcadie d’Eingorn and 
then became the widow of Dr. Jo- 
seph Fraenkel, finally marrying 
Harold H. McCormick. 

Gifford Cochran was divorced by 
Mabel Taylor, who then married 
Prince Clodwig Hohenlohe-Schill- 
ingfurst, a cousin of Queen Marie 
of Rumania. 


At Atlantic Beach 


Mr. and Mrs. William Wood 

Ricker have contented themselves 
with visiting Atlantic Beach, L. I, 
this summer, although years ago 
they tried a season at Newport. As 
Abby Morrison Ricker, she has sung 
professionally. 
Mr. and Mrs. Conde Nast have 
also been in evidence at Atlantic 
visitor. He has conducted “artistic 
mornings” at the Plaza Hotel, in 
rivalry to the musicales of the vet- 
eran Albert Morris Bagby. 


“Lulu” ceBlaas 


“Lulu” deBlaas, the Italian paint- 
er, who has prospered during the 
past six or seven winters in Amer- 
ica, is now at his house in Venice, 
with Joe Chipman as a guest. Chip- 
man was accompanist to Marie 
Dressler when Marie was last in 
vaudeville. DeBlaas painted 
portraits of Mrs. Edward F. Hutton 
and her daughter, Mrs. Preston 
Sturges, wife of the author of 
“Strictly Dishonorable.” 


Cyril Maude’s Debut 


Cyril Maude made his American 
debut in Denver in 1884 with “East 
Lynne.” Maude married the late 
Winifred Emery, English actress, 
mother of Margery Maude. Margery 
left the stage when she married 
Joseph Warren Burden, of New 
York, and entered the Social Reg- 
She returned last spring to 


ister. 
participate in the Players’ Club 
production. 


In 1927 Mr. Maude married Mrs. 
Beatrice Ellis Trew. His brother, 
R. W. Maude, married Jenny Gold- 
schmidt, daughter of the famous 
Swedish singer, Jenny Lind. 


Frederick Kerr (pronounced 
“Carr’) has long been known as 40 
excelle’ . actor in stage productions, 
and appearing in “Raffles,” has been, 
re-engaged for other talkers by 
Samuel Goldwyn. He changed his 
name from Keen when becoming 
an actor in 1882. Although born 
and bred in England, he first act 
at Wallack’s theatre, New York. 
His son, Geoffrey Kerr, actor, 
married June Walker, actress. 


Jeanette MacDonald, in pictures. 
started as a chorus girl in “The 
Night Boat to Albany.” Her first 
principal role was in “Irene.” Her 
sister, Blossom MacDonald, is i® 


vaudeville. 
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* arthur Hopkins appeared as the 
go-between for a proposed deal be- 
tween three big legit producers and 
Paramount (then exclusively a dis- 
tributor) to make pictures of their 
successful stage plays for release 
by Paramount. The producers were 
Cohan & Harris, A. H. Woods and 


Selwyn & Co. 


Geraldine Farrar’s first film, “Car- 
men,” was nearing completion by 
Jesse Lasky. S. L. Rothafel, newly 
in charge of the converted Hammer- 
stein’s (Rialto), offered $10,000 for 
the pre-release week, but bid was 
declined owing to uncertainty of 
theatre’s completion. Victor 
Talking Machine Co. prepared a na- 
tion wide advertising campaign in 
connection with the  songbird’s 
screen debut. It was said by Vic- 
tor that there were 9,500,000 Farrar 
discs in American homes, 


With the advent of high scale de- 
Juxe film theatres, the grinds ad- 
vanced their price. First were the 
Savoy and Garrick, New York, un- 
der the same management. Scale 
went from 10-15 to 20 straight. High 
film rentals blamed. 


‘Slogan “Keep Away from Holly- 
wood” heard for first time. A group 
of legit players returned to the east, 
bringing news that there was an 
over-supply of actor talent on the 
Coast. Production was at low ebb, 
and even well known screen per- 
sonalities who sought stock jobs in 
Pacific slope territory were being 
turned down. 


Arnold Daly quit the stage for 
the time being, under engagement 
to do a series of films for Pathe, 
playing a detective character. 


First of the Roscoe (“Fatty”) Ar- 
buckle two-reelers by Keystone 
reached New York in print form 
from coast. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


Rena Stenaman tn a 


variety troupe playing the Alham- 
bra, Philadelphia, died suddenly. 
The night of her funeral the show 
people did her memory honor in a 
curious way. In the first-part, 
semi-circle formation on the stage, 
her chair was left vacant but 
draped in black crepe and on it 
rested a white floral pillow with 
the word “Rest” done in purple 
immortelles, 

Wimbledon, England, gets into 
the news as the scene of a great 
international rifle competition in- 
stead «. the world meeting of ten- 
nis champions. Tennis does not 
appear to have engaged any great 
pubHe interest as a sporting event. 


Second National Archery tourna- 
mént was held in Buffalo. Mrs. 
Spalding Brown, sister of Spalding, 
the baseball player and sporting 
s00ds dealer, was figured to win 
the women’s competition, but 
missed. They used an_ intricate 
Scoring System. Women shot 24 
“ITOWs each at 50, 40 and 30 yards, 
while the men shot 72 arrows at 
100 yards, 48 arrows at 800 yards 
and 24 at 60 yards. Archery had 
an elaborate national organization 
Which held annual conventions, 


Lecturer from Hamilton, Ont., 
made the statement on the platform 
that Niagara Falls had once been 
rid for a whole day. Statement was 
; allenged and the lecturer brought 
Pip the sworn statements of a 
ee citizen and his daughter 
hea had seen the falls many years 
a So dry they had walked en- 
Pin 4 across. Explanation was of- 
the that (it happened in March) 
Le wind had blown the waters of 
— Erie westward and an ice 
— had blocked its return for a 
tan The following day the water 

Was back to normal. Contro- 


versy occasioned much public dis- 
cussion, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“Hell's Angels,” so far as New York premiere goes, is the only film 
with a three-way record. One is production cost, which is estimated 
between $3,000,000 and $4,000,000. Another is the double opening at the 
Gaiety and Criterion theatres on Broadway. Third is exploitation which 
cost $100,000 for the 10-day pre-opening period in New York. 

On this latter figure, $42,000 went for newspaper advertising alone, 
while an additional $6,000 is figured for outdoor stuff. Cost of special 
leather souvenir tickets, four huge electric signs and renovation of the 


two theatres take up the rest of the amount, 

Analysis of the outdoor advertising makes it size up as almost the 
equivalent of what is ordinarily used for about 100 theatres weekly. 
The 10,100 sheets were distributed as follows: 500 24-sheets; 64 48-sheets; 
24 84-sheets; 1,500 3-sheets; 3,000 1-sheets; 5,000 window cards; 17 paint 
boards. 

Newspaper advertising averaged $10,000 a day for the 10-day period, 
while two of the electric signs on the front of the theatres bear the 
largest letters ever seen on Broadway. An idea of how big can be 
gleaned that the front sign over the Criterion necessitated the walling 
up of the upper windows of the house to bring the sign up big enough 
to take in the letters of the film’s title. 

Management of the campaign is in the hands of H. Wayne Pierson, 
general representative of Howard Hughes; Edward Mansos, assistant 
g. r.; Neddie Rothback, secretary, and Charlie Washburn, newspaper 
representative. Coast rep is Lincoln Quarberg. 


With* musical talkers seemingly at a standstill in Hollywood, the 
large importations of musical comedy talent from the east to the west 
coast is mostly without assignment out there at present, though under 
contract. 

Hollywood goes in fits and starts. It starts together and quits to- 
gether. That’s with talker cycles. So when it’s off musicals there’s 
no musicals in the making, as though the entire country will stop 
going to musical pictures. About the only of newer musical releases 
now released are “Queen High,’ “Top Speed,” “Good News,” with 
“Dixiana” holding some music. 

The prevailing formula of closely reproducing on the screen the stage 
play as performed on the stage will likely be universally followed for 
a time, for the sophisticated stories anyway. To transpose from stage 
to screen without alteration appears to say that that will call upon 
stage directors importantly, besides legit players. 


It wasn’t so long ago that a young contract player was called on the 
coast carpet and told that she mustn’t run around with a boy to whom 
she was giving quite a little time. The friendship was innocent enough, 
the girl having her mother and father to look after her, but the studio 
exec who thought a little advice might be the thing took an exception to 
the association on the grounds that the boy was merely a member of a 
trio associated with a major dance band, and that would never do. Any- 
way, the girl evidently figured she’d better not ruffle the official, and if 
she’s still “keeping company” with the lad it’s strictly on the q, t. 

The guard on morality at this studio is evidently so rigid that just 
recently a writer was signed with the admonition that if but one breath 
of scandal breezed by about him that would be enough—and out he’d go. 
And he’s out. Presumably because of paying too much attention to a 
young girl whom this company is trying to groom for stardom. But, of 
course, it may also be because of his work. 


Publix-B. & K. in Chicago is burned up. And, from reports the 
burn-up is being made hotter by reprimanding wires from the Publix 
New York offices. The trouble is that Publix-B. & K. gave the Chi 
R-K-O houses two Paramount pictures, believing them to be weak 
b. o., and they turned out to be clicks, The special burn-up is 
“Grumpy,” which established a new vaudfilm high at the Palace, and 
is being held over this week at the R-K-O State-Lake. The picture 
drew critical raves, adding insult to the injury, since Publix-B. & K. 
have always advertised that they always play the best pictures first. 
The other flicker was “Queen High,’ which did nice trade at the State- 
Lake and also taking nice notices. 


Offers made to Coast agents by people anxious to crash pictures are 
usually wild and often desperate. A would-be has been making the 
rounds begging for a chance, and when questioned as to his qualifica- 
tions he admits none, except some stage dancing several years ago. 
The boy claims he can play any character, though, and goes into a 
demonstration. 

When told they can do nothing for him, he immediately offers three- 
fourths of his possible salary to them, When that fails, he hauls out 
his check book and offers to sign his name, the agent to fix the amount, 
providing it isn’t too high. Reputable agents turn him down cold, but 
when the hungry boys get their hands on him it will be just too bad. 


A cross which Marilyn Miller wears around her neck was the cause of 
an entire sequence retake on “Sunny.” It cost the studio (First National) 
an extra $10,000. 

Picture includes a wedding scene aboard ship with Miss Miller being 
married to her screen fiance by the boat’s captain. Because the Crucifix 
showed so plainly in the “rushes,” studio heads went into a huddle over 
the religious ethics concerned due to the ceremony being performed by 
the sea captain. 

Decision was made to entirely retake the film’s conclusion as a means 
of playing safe. 


Overhead outlay of $144,000, plus considerable added cost of opera- 
tion, is chalked up on the inside to Publix’s 12 sound trucks, which 
toured the country as “Publix Entertainment Specials.” They are now 
gathering garage dust. 

The last of the dozen, with one each for the 12 divisions in Publix, 
came in last week. What will be done with the specially built trucks 
isn’t mentioned. 

Publix was sold on the idea of the “Publix Entertainment Specials” 
after Loew’s trackless train had a world tour. 

Each truck is equipped with radio and non-sync equpment. 


“Stills” for “Whoopee” are believed to have cost the Goldwyn unit 
around $10,000. This, of course, is beyond normal due to the special cos- 
tumes and attention given to magazine-aimed photos. However, Gold- 
wyn pays his “still”? cameramen as high as $175 a week, 

The pictures will start breaking in the September issues of the fan 
and other mags in conjunction with the release date of the film, which 
has been put back two weeks until about Sept. 20. 

It is estimated that “stills” for the average program picture, as taken 
in the various major studios, run around $2,100 or $2,400. Most of the 
studios have a budget for the year covering this type of exploitation. 

Notwithstanding any feeling between the Warners and Western 
Electric, law suits, arbitration, etc., J. E. Otterson and Harry Warner 
seemed friend’y enough on their recent trip back from Europe on the 
same boat. 

What appeared to verify it was that both lost joint pools on the 
day’s run, winning none. 


Home office adv. departments have decreed the passing for the term 
“musical comedy” on any film. “Musical comedy films” are now simply 
listed and advertised as comedies both in straight ads and trailer, Idea 


is general in the trade, because of the apparent disfavor of the musicag 
comedy film with the public. 


Lee Marcus, of Radio Pictures, lately back from the coast studios, 
says he was agreeably surprised while watching future Radio releases 
run off. Product looks okay, says Lee. 

Radio’s next comedy picture, following “Dixiana,” will be “Half Shot 
at Sunrise.” 


Radio Pictures reported financing negative cost for Universal features 
along the line of the Capitol Motion Picture Corp., taking 60 cents out 
of each dollar that comes in. The same informant states that Radio 
is in on Universal’s “Western Front” to the extent of $600,000 against 
the original cost of the film. 


Suggestion within one of the larger circuits that its houses give mid- 
night benefit performances one day in September as a gesture toward 
drought relief, with official Washington backing, has been temporarily 
dropped in view of President Hoover's active interest in handling the 
situation in the governmental manner only. 


Managers of Famous Players’ theatres in Canada have tightened up on 
pass courtesies to newspapermen and others. Those who have enjoyed 
the walk-in privilege have been advised to get Oakleys in future. 


John Eberson is the architect for the new opera house at Naples, 
Italy. 


Chi “Tribune” using a star system to rate pictures is figuring now on 
dropping the idea as the legit has picked up the idea and is playing it to 
death. Starting off with an original idea, that clicked, the plan is spread- 
ing, with hair dressers, dress manufacturers and others now using the 
idea and making all ads and reading matter look like old label whiskey. 
The Chi paper is casting about for another plan, hating to drop its pres- 
ent one, but reluctant to keep on with the thing because its force is 
going. Same newspaper has told its ad solicitors to discourage ad copy 
featuring stars, but still the run keeps on. 


Inside Stuff—Lesgit 


A story in “Variety” mentioned an alleged claim by Samuel Hoffen- 
stein against Jed Harris. It left the inference Harris is in Europe, 
but he is now in New York. It appears that the incident is months old, 
How it was twisted to become current is one of those things. 


The house manager of a Shubert theatre, said to be a German count, 
was recently fired suddenly. It was not only a bad break for the 
broken-English chap, but for several people connected with the house. 

He had borrowed from the Morris Plan, with two stage hands in- 
dorsing him and responsible. The man had collected two weeks’ salary 
in advance. Girl treasurer must make that good. 


Elsie Ferguson went to San Francisco for her production of “Fata Mor- 
gana” and brought with her a pet pooch. Dog didn’t care for the train 
ride and got sick. This upset Miss Ferguson’s good nature, and when 
she left the train and was met by a gang of dramatic editors, press 
photographers and sob sisters, she waved them aside regally and an- 
nounced “couldn’t be annoyed.” Later she sent word to the papers that 
she wouldn’t be in a mood to receive interviewers during her first week’s 
engagement, but would see them the second week. Drama eds. got a pout 
of their own and returned word they weren’t interested. 

Several nights after the show opened a situation in the first act caused 
some of the audience to snicker. Miss Ferguson made a speech at the 
end of the act in which she reprimanded the customers. 


Fortune Gallo, for whom the Gallo theatre on West 54th street, New 
York, was built originally (now known as the New Yorker), corrects 
a statement he had the backing of the late F. M. Ferrari in the theatre 
venture. Gallo states the theatre did not pass to the holders of the 
first mortgage, but that he sold the lease of the theatre (and office 
building) for $45,000, cash, for his interest. Gallo paid a $25,000 cash 
deposit on the Gallo theatre lease in July, 1926, a year before, he states, 
he met the late banker. The gpera impresario had no backing in his 
theatre deal, the deposit being his own money, and adds that he further- 
more operated the house at a profit. 

Ferrari was head of the defunct City Trust Co., which was under 
official and legal scrutiny, resulting in former General Sessions Judge 
Francis X. Mancuso and Harry Warder, state bank examiner, being 
involved. 

Gallo says his only dealings with Ferrari came up in December, 1927, 
long after his own theatre had been started. It was at that time Gallo 
invested $50,000 as one of a pool of six which paid $500,000 to the 
Hearst interests for a land plot on 12th avenue, from 54th to 55th 
streets, for a proposed 30,000-capacity Coliseum (sports arena) in 
which Humbert J. Fugazy was also interested. The mortgage on this 
land was foreclosed and sold at public auction last July, states Gallo, 
wiping out all investors. 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


The people who had done considerable rehearsing with James C. 
Morton’s new act and were left out when Morton accepted a chance 
to appear with Ed Wynn in pictures are going around in circles trying 
to figure what it’s all about. 


Two years ago, when things were breaking right for Johnny O’Connor 
in Florida, he went for $2,000 on a prospective oil proposition. Johnny 
knew the fellow, who claimed only to have an oral agreement with a 
South American government. 

tecently the word came that full rights to start drilling had been 
obtained. O’Connor and several others who took a chance figure they 
may land in the big money yet. 


With R-K-O unit road shows reported fairly well booked up to next 
February, and not so many eastern houses playing a large number of 
vaude turns otherwise, R-K-O is reported making very small offers 
for “names” from any branch, particularly radio. 

The circuit’s booking office is said not to be eager about the radio 


some of the salaries offered for break-ins. One of the radio turns setting 
a break-in salary of $750 received a counter-offer of $350. 


Frisco, the stuttering cigar juggler, is regarded as quite cute in 
Hollywood. His educated stutter amazes the picture people out there, 
They say if Frisco becomes lett+r perfect in his talker dialog he can’t 
stutter; me only stutters, they believe, when grasping for lines. 

Accordingly the picture men have concluded it’s best not for Frisco 
to get too far up in the script, for they want his stutter on the screen. 
In fact, he shouldn’t see a script, they say. 

In the east the impression has been that Frisco only stutters when 
he wants to think, that being the best stall he ever found for it. But 


of course Hollywood may be right, as usual 


‘names,” with the names and their agents going wild when hearing 
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Stage Shows 


Australia Now Much Depressed; 


Expected to Return 


By Eric H. Gorrick 


Sydney, July 19. 

Extra burden of added general 
taxation is greatly crippling the 
theatrical industry of this country. 
The Labor government is attempt- 
ing the almost inhuman task of 
securing sufficient taxation in one 
year to pay back debts extending 
over 10 years, 

The basic wage operating for a 
man with a family is now under 
$20 per week. On top of this the 
average man is further taxed 6c. 


on each $5 to assist in providing 


work for the unemployed. This 
tax, however, only operates in New 
South Wales. 

After the cost of living, the aver- 
age man finds he has nothing left 
for amusement. Ever since the 
government introduced its budget of 
added costs, business in every 
branch of the amusement field has 
dropped away off. A little while 
ago it looked as though the legit 
had a chance of coming back. In 
Sydney, at present, only one mus!I- 
cal. 

Shows, in ordinary times, sure of 
at least 15 weeks are now lucky to 
get around eight. 

Pictures Badly Hit 


Pictures harder hit than any 
Other’ branch. City managers 
changing policy from run to weekly 
change, Using vaude, lowering ad- 
mission charge and using all the 
tricks to bring business to the box 
office. 

Because of the terrific unemploy 
ment, country and suburban show- 
men are finding the going pretty 


tough. One suburb of Sydney had 
three picture theatres. Now two 
are closed. 


A funny angle of the situation 
is that the government believes the 
theatrical industry is a goose that 
lays golden eggs, and can always 
be called upon to pay a little extra 
every time they need more money 
to run the country. 

The industry here is probably the 
highest taxed in the world and 
cannot stand a further burden. Gov- 
ernment also has an idea. that 
America controls the amusement 
field here and that enormous sums 
of money are sent out of the coun- 
try to New York. 

The government does not stop to 
consider that more Australians are 
employed in the theatrical industry 
than in any other trade in Aus- 
tralia. 

Today, many city theatres are 
running at a decidedly weekly loss 
and yet are called upon to bear the 
burden of added taxation, 

Charity 


Around the streets of Sydney 
groups of unemployed musicians 
are playing for charity. It has been 
said that American talkers were 
responsible for their unemployment. 
Yet, when one theatre increased its 
orchestra to 40, the public stayed 
away, as did the so called patriots 
who screamed nasty things against 
foreign talkers. 

Exhibitors are appealing to the 
distributors to help them in every 
way in the present crisis. The dis- 
tributors have been further taxed 
by the impost of an additional 2c. 
per foot on foreign films and are 
finding it hard to meet this cost 
without passing it on to the ex- 
hibitor who, in turn, would have to 
pass it on to theatre-going public. 

The distributor and _ exhibitor 
may unite and carry their burden 
to the government, asking for a 
complete revision of the: taxation 
scale. 

The position is it stands is grossly 


unfair to each branch of the show 
business, 
Legit 


Williamson-Tait put on “Mr. Cinders’ 
two weeks ago at His Majesty's. New 
attraction splendidly staged and acted. 

Stands every chance of getting a de- 
eent score. Brightest show to hit town 
in many months. In. normal times, 
“Mr. Cinders’ would be a cinch hit for 
at least 20 weeks or more. Elsie Prince 
and Hindle Edgar are featured. George 
Highland. produced with Minnie Everett 
staging the swiftly moving dance en- 
sembles; $1.50 top. 

“Little Accident’ opens this week 
with Edith Taliaferro, Ethel Morrison 
and Gus Bluett for W. T. George D. 
Parker producing at the Criterion, 

Palace—Stock. 

Opera House—Stock. 


Pictures 
(All Wired) 


Last week business at the Capi- 
tol was near capacity nights, with 
double-feature American talker 
bill, “Little Johnny Jones” and “Dr. 
Fu Manchu.” Management stated 
business quite like old times. This 
week, an English picture, “At the 
Villa Rose” and “Young Nowheres” 
(American) pulled poorest trade 
seen here. Weak stage act assisted 
in- making the. whole show ex- 
tremely dreary. English picture 
lavishly staged but so lacking in ac- 
tion failed to hold the attention. 
“Young Nowheres,”’ a simple, but 
beautifully told story, suffered in 
comparison. There were many 
walkouts before picture finished. 
Horace Sheldon and band best of 
show. Despite setback, it looks as 
though this house is gradually com- 
ing back into its own again. 
State—“‘Rookery Nook.” Strong. U. T 


Lyceum—‘‘Condemned.” Opens this 
week. U. T. 
St. James—‘‘Atlantic.” Opens this 


week. U. T. 
Royal—‘“Western Front.” Big. Hoyt’s. 
T 


Regent—“‘The Girl Said No.’” Not so 
good. Hoyt's. 

Plaza—‘‘The Divorcee.” Holding up. 
Hoyt's. 

Roxy—“Night Parade.” Opens this 
week. Fuller's. 

Empire—‘“‘Rio Rita.” 2d run. Empire 
Talkers. 

Savoy—“General Crack." 2a run, 
away off. 


Empress—“True to the Navy.” U. T. 
and 


Lyric — “The Grand Parade” 
‘Mountain Justice.” U. T. 
Crystal Palace—‘“Disraeli.” Second 


release. U. T. 
Prince Edward—‘‘Paramount on Par- 
ade.” Okay. U. T.-Carroll, 


Chatter 


Union Theatres announcing all 
big attractions playing their chain 
will not be released in suburbs for 
three months following city run. 
Idea is to have suburbanites come 
to city if they wish to see features 
quickly instead of catching the 
features at their local houses. 

Maurice Diamond here to do 
“Sons of Guns” for W-T. 

Edith Taliaferro will do “Her 
Cardboard Lover” for W-T follow- 
ing “Little Accident.’ 

William Faversham returns to 
America shortly after brief season 
here. Faversham found the going 
rather tough, failing with “Prince 
and Pauper” and “The Hawk.” Un- 
fortunately, this actor struck. this 
country in the midst of severe de- 
pression. 

Fullers Only for Film 


W. J. Douglas, g. m. for the Ful- 
lers, mentioned in course of con- 
versation that his firm is finished 
with vaude and legit for good and 
intended playing talkers right along. 
Legit costs too high and produc- 
tions previously good for from 15 
to 20 weeks, now fortunate to get 
a break of eight weeks, stated 
Douglas. 

Norman Dawn, American pro- 
ducer, producing Australian talker 
revue. 

Nellie Bramley, Australian ac- 
tress, found the going mighty hard 
with stock at Opera house, Sydney, 
and nearly forced to close after sev- 
eral weeks of bad business. Miss 
Bramley stated in curtain. speech 


Dot Morrison 


NOW MISTINGUETT-ING IT AT THE 


Casino Paris 


Paris—and I don’t mean Illinois! 


Thanks to ARTHUR SEELIG, my Continental Manager, Ahem! 


ANNA MAY WONG’S HIT 
IN VIENNA MUSICAL 


Vienna, Aug. 19. 

It remained for Vienna to be the 
scene of Anna May Wong's legit 
debut in a musical play, “Chun Chi,” 
allegedly authored by an English- 
man, Clifford, but who’s suspected 
of having been cradled not far from 
the Danube. Music is by Gardener. 
Miss Wong contributed her own 
Chinese song lyrics. 

The Chinese film player was 
warmly received by an audience 
which was frankly charmed by her 
exotic appearance’ and bird-like 
voice. It only failed in general ef- 
fectiveness when she had to sing 
German popular numbers. Still, the 
strange German accent tended to 
add to her own native attraction, 

The play, well put together, cen- 
ters on the fabulous pocketbook of 
an American millionaire who scat- 
ters $100,000 in a way which made 
the eyes of the loan-hungry Vien- 
nese pop from their heads. 


Best Dress Suit “Drunks” 


London, Aug. 19. 
Billy Caryll and Hilda Munday, 
the best dress suit drunk sketch 
team on this side, are booked for 
America at $1,000. 
Opening date not set owing to 
some existing contracts here. 


IN PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 10. 

Jack Yellen, David Loew, Erich 
von Stroheim, Vilma Banky, Doro- 
thy Mackaill, Dame Anna Case, Ro- 
land Hayes, Lois Long, Harry Blair, 
Florence Kaiser, Lucienne Radisse, 
E. J. Ludvig, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Murray (Betty Morrissey), Harry 
White, Ted Lewis. ; 


Sydney’s Dark Houses 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 
Criterion will shortly be reclaimed 
by the city. 
The Palace and the Royal, 
in Sydney, are dark at present. 


also 


Macloons’ Buy for Frisco 

Paris, Aug. 19. 
Louis O. Macloon and his wife, 
Lillian Albertson, sail back Aug. 23 
on the “Paris.” 
They will put on Emmerich Kal- 
man’s “Violet of Montmartre,” 
Viennese operetta, at the Curran, 
San Francisco, Nov. 3. 


that despite the trade poorness, she 
would rent an uptown theatre and 
still carry on. The actress, about 
the only independent producer 
operating city, did not flay 

merican talkers for trade fall-off, 
the same as other independent man- 
agers had done. At present, actress 
is playing the old timer “Fair and 
Warmer” and the business hardly 
pays the ushers. 

Big Pictures Pull 


“Paramount on Parade” has 
clicked at Prince Edward, Sydney. 
“Western Front” pulling great in 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. 
“Gold Diggers” ran up record score 
at St. James, Sydney, and is set 
for run in Adelaide. 

Big features are pulling well 
everywhere here with American hits 
outstanding. 

E. J. Tait arrives back again this 
week with a load of new attractions 
for W-T. With Tait at the helm 
again, firm will go out after big 
things for new season. At present 
W-T have everything their own 
way in the legit field. 


Stage Shows Back 

Gradually the stage emiertain- 
ment in talker houses coming back 
again. Union Theatres first ‘to re- 
introduce vaude in its big theatres, 
followed by the opposition houses. 
Hoyt’s this week in Melbourne 
playing a revue unit on talker bill. 
Several neighborhood houses have 
been playing single acts, finding the 
idea a slight trade pull, 

As predicted in “Variety” some 
weeks ago, Hugh D. McIntosh, one 
of the big independent managers 
out here some years ago, intends 
re-entering the theatrical game. 
McIntosh recently took over the 
lease of the Tivoli, Melbourne, and 
will stage a series of revues with 
English and Australian performers. 

Following he will stage legit in 
Sydney and Adelaide, leasing thea- 
tres from other managements. 

Although confirmation cannot be 
had, McIntosh may take over the 
St. James, Sydney, from the Fullers 
after Union Theatres finish its 
talker policy there. St. James has 
not been a big money maker with 
talkers, 

In the future McIntosh may make 
another try with vaude over here, 
believing the time again ripe for it. 

McIntosh at one time controlled 
large newspaper interests in Aus- 
tralia, besides dabbling in theatri- 


cals, 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 6) 


day” in another week and Carlton 
keeping firm with the Byrd film. 
Empire has not been happy with 
“Thunder,” but tries a native-made 
after it for a _ spell, Victor Sa- 
ville’s “‘W’ Plan,” spy film from the 
G-B stable 

New Gallery moderate with nights 
gvod on “So This Is London.” Cap- 
itol fair with “Cheer Up and Smile.” 
Neigborhood houses have had a 
good week, owing mainly to the wet 
holiday. 


Booking Combines 


London and the Manchester 
grouping of exhibs into big booking 
combines is going ahead. Figuring 
they will have no trouble with dis- 
tribs, as they are forming a com- 
pany in each case to book in bulk 
on circuit lines. But there’s stand- 
ing on the minutes of K. R. S. a 
resolution no member will do busi- 
ness with exhibitor-booking com- 
bines. It’s a matter of waiting to 
see what will happen when the ex- 
hibs’ schemes materialize. 


Reginald Crow, vice-pres. of C. E. 
A., says there will be no trouble as 
distribs are already booking in bulk 
with circuits and do not lay off 
booking agents who handle dates for 
a bunch of un-tied theatres. For- 
mer trouble was exhibs tried to 
work through a _ semi-official unit 
more or less. inside their national 
body, which gave the distribs a case 
for syuealing exhibs were forming 
a combine to knock prices. 


People and Things 


Roy Simmonds, publicizing road 
show of “Song of My Heart,” goes 
into Fox concern as publicity man- 
ager, vice Ellacot Genner, resigned. 
Simmonds, formerly a newspaper 
man, was with Buchanan-Taylor of 
Lyons’ teashop combine for years, 
and nearly joined Fox before Gen- 
ner went there, 


T. R. Wood of Bilston has hard 
luck. Owns three theatres and 
played 37% Quota at one, 11% at 
another arid 3% at another. Aver- 
age of 17% for the three, but they 
fined him $10 for the third house 
for not playing 5% there. Judge 
said it was a “technical offense.” 


A site on the corner of Jermyn 
and Wells streets, Piccadilly, has 
been acquired by Equity Trust 
(1930), Ltd., for a picture theatre. 
Directors of Equity are Sir John 
Power, M. P.; A. F. A. Trehearne, 
E. S. Trehearne, E. W. Preston and 
E. H. Lane. 


John Maxwell’s new Brighton 
theatre, Savoy, opened this first. 
Doped to have ‘cost $1,250,000 to 
build. Kenneth Duffy, manager. 
Opened with “Loose Ends” and 
“Not So Quiet,” two native mades. 
Harry Lachman, having had 
“Yellow Mask’’ pre-viewed last 
week, has started on Louis Verneil’s 
“Love Habit,” with Seymour Hicks 
for B. I. P. British International not 
renewing contracts with directors 
or artists, wanting in most cases to 
play them hanging on from picture 
ta nintura 

Warwick Ward peeping through a 
set of whiskers. for the sake of 
Basil Dean’s “Fourth Wall,” in pro- 
duction this week for Associated 
Radio. Cc. B. Cochran has lent 
Dean Dorothy Boyd for this one. 
Ralph Lynn and Tom Walls, who 
did “Rookery Nook,” which M-G-M 
is releasing in America under “One 
Embarrassing Night,” starting on 
“Plunder,” another farce by Ben 
Travers, author of “Rookery.” 
Walls has just finished directing 
the Lonsdale play, “Canaries Some- 
times Sing,” as a talker. 


“Chinese Bungalow” is to be made 
over as a talker, again with Mathe- 
son Lang’ as the Chink. Done by 
Stoll as a silént. 


Campbell, Gullan ,is to direct 
“Caste,” which Harry Rowson, for- 
merly of Ideal, 1s producing for 
United Artists. 

Eddie Klein and. M. H. Hoffman 
sailed on “Mauretania” after put- 
ting .over, a. spiel about their Lib- 
erty Productions Co. Did not make 
a contact leading to anything on 
distribution here and suggest-théey 
may roll their own later. 


M. V. Amberg, chairman of Brit- 

ish Talking Pictures (originally 
Isidore Schlesinger’s concern), told 
stockholders at the meeting he 
thought the company should fight 
Western Electric on patents. Since 
then cables have shot over claiming 
De Forrest Phonofilms won all over 
the lot in the patent suits in Amer- 
ica and “now control the world” on 
a patent admitted even in one of 
the cables only to be valid in Amer- 
ica! 
Alec C. Fields, Fox representative 
on the Scottish territory and for- 
merly with Paramount, died this 
week from ca ‘cer. 


_Paulmuller, 70, Hurt 


Berlin, Aug. 8. 
The Berlin comedian, Herbert 
Paulmuller, met with an accident 
while crossing a Berlin street. He 
got between two street cars. Head 
badly injured. 
At the moment this 70-year-old 


English Jackson Girls 
Save Stockholm Revue 
When Reso Walked Qut 


Stockholm, Aug. 9 

Harry Reso, English dance-comey 
dian, did not get along with the 
management of the Circus Revue 
here. In the hope of stopping the 
revue and being in the position to 
take up another engagement in 
Germany, Reso sent off the English 
dancing team, 8 Dalmayne Girls 
and then quit himself. The Swedish 
troup, including the Swish chorus, 
was left to face the music alone. 

Reso, responsible for the engage. 
ment of the English girls, created 
front-page publicity over the diffi. 
culties in making the other fellows 
see his point. The show had te 
close for one night. At that, Reso 
was among the audience at Rolf's 
Revue, the competing show in town 
while Dick de Pauw, orchestra 
leader, watched an American Dic- 
ture. 

In a couple of days, during which 
time Reso continued his perform. 
ance at the Circus Revue, the man- 
agement was successful in securing 
a troup of 16 Alfred Jackson Girls, 
Reso and the management then set. 
tled in peace, and he has left for 
the Continent. 

The Jackson Girls saved the 

show. Stockholm has never experi- 
enced anything in the way of danc- 
ing that can compare with what 
this troup is delivering. 
Rolf’s Revue now is facing seri- 
ous competition in spite of added 
attractions in his show, as long ag 
the Jackson Girls choose to stay. 


BUILDING WAVE IN 
HOLLAND—MARX IS IN 


Amsterdam, Aug. 19. 
Considerable theatre building is 
being planned for the Netherlands, 
ranging from vaudeville to de luxe 
picture houses. 

Jules Marx, the Berlin variety 
impresario, whose recently acquired 
house in Rotterdam has been a huge 
success With three-a-day vaudeville 
since it opened Aug. 1, intends a 
3,000-seater for Amsterdam and a@ 
2,000-seat house in The Hague. 

In the: pieture theatre. building 
line, Dutch provincial towns of 
Amersfoort, Heerlen and Hilversum 
are due for new de luxe houses. 


Circus Busch Going Vaude 


Berlin, Aug. 9. 
The famous Berlin Circus Busch 
is going to become a vaudeville 
hawen 
It will be entirely re-built. 
Circus Busch will now be called 
Circus-Vaudeville Busch and will 
be the first of it’s kind in Europe. 
It will open in September. 


vomedian Buys Apollo 
From Jane Marnuc 


Paris, Aug. 10. 

Apollo theatre has been sold by 
Jane Marnac and her husband, 
Major Keith Trevor, to Abel Tar- 
ride, French comedian, 

The Apollo will be closed to 
revues and plays will be staged 
there. .House now dark. 

Jane Marnac may buy another 
theatre later, but is first going to 
act in films for the new Osso pro- 
ducing organization. 


Vera Kalman in Bed 
Berlin, Aug. 9. 

Vera’ Natascha’ Kalman, thé 
young wife of the operetta com- 
poser, Emmerich Kalman, recently 
hurt in a motorear accident in 
Ischl (Austria). 

A car, while trying to outrun 4 
motorcycle in passing, touched MFs. 
Kalman’s dress. She was standing 
at the side of the street and it 
pulled her down. 

Mrs. Kalman will be forced to 
remain in bed for a few weeks. 


Quintet in Berlin 
London, Aug. 19, 

Norman Thomas Quintet goes to 
the Scala, Berlin, for the month 
of September, 

The American colored jazz act 
has been in England for several 
months. 


“2d Floor,” Dutch Success 
Amsterdam, Aug. 19. 
Vosper's “Murder on the Second 
Floor” has been produced with 
much success here. 


,comedian is engaged by Reinhardt. 


It is at the Central. 
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Paris Last Week, 
Two Revues Got Over Half of That 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
Twelve legits grossed $69,300 for 
jast week as estimated. 
‘per usual, the two big revues, 
Folies Bergere and Casino de Paris, 
cid the top money. Respectively 
$24,700 and $13,100. These two 


* ghows grossed over half of the 


total for all of the 12 shows, 

Raquel Meller, at the Palace in a 
revue, $6,300; Concert Mayol’s “‘Pa- 
rade du Nu” (Nude Parade), also 
revue, depending on nudity, $3,800; 
“Topaze,” at Varieties, $3,200, finally 
closing after two solid years; The- 
atre de Paris, “Marius,” $2,300; 
Palais Royal, Mirette Sisters’ revue, 
$2,300; Grand Guignol, shockers, 
$1,600; “Desert Song,” at the Moga- 
dor, $4,650; Studio des Champs- 
Elysees, “Maya,” dirt play in Eng- 
lish, $1,650 for the week; Theatre 
Albert Premiere with English Play- 
eers in Wallace’s “On the Spot,” 
meller, $1,900 for-the week. 

Chatelet, musical house, with a 
play for children, got $4,100. 


Louise Dhamarys Dies 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
Louise Dhamarys, popular French 
operetta actress, died on the Riv- 
fera. 
The end was sudden. She was 
vacationing at the time, engaged 
for a new musical in the fall. 


FRENCH DECORATIONS 


Two Show People in Past Week 
Got Them 


‘ Paris, Aug. 19. 
Jack Hylton has been signally 
honored by the French Government, 
being made an officer of the French 
decoration, “Instruction Publique.” 


Hylton wfll introduce the first; 


jazz concert within the confines of 

the venerable Paris Opera Feb. 8. 
Hope Hampton similarly 

honored a few days previous. 


English Play Starts Off 
Legit Season at Hague 


The Hague, Aug. 19. 

Legit season in Holland opened 
‘with the premiere of “Romance of 
the Navy,” English play by Ian 
Hay and Stephen King Hall. 

Corry Kok made the Dutch adap- 
tation and Fie Carelisen, Eline 
Pisuisse and Schwab Bron of the 
Hofstad Tooneel Co. are the princi- 
pal players. 


C-W, Ltd., Breaking Up 


London, Aug. 19. 

Prolonged rumors regarding the 
dissatisfaction within the Clayton- 
Waller ranks have culminated in an 
Official statement that Herbert 
Clayton, Jack Waller and William 
Mollison are splitting up as part- 
ners in Clayton-Waller, Ltd. 

Clayton and Waller will produce 
separately. After Mollison stages 
“Tommy Tucker,” native musical, 
for Herbert Clayton next month. 
Mollison goes to America for the 
Shuberts under a one year’s con- 
tract. 


Touring Colored Show 


Copenhagen, Aug. 19. 

Louis Douglas’ colored “Black 
Flowers” revue company “From 
Harlem” is due here this month in 
Miss Louisiana.” It’s a negro mu- 
sical, co-starriiug Douglas and Louis 
Warner. 

The Norse people like fast colored 


entertainment and Douglas should 
do well, 


Gracie Fields’ Troupe 
London, Aug. 19. 

Gracie Fields, accompanied by 

ris Leapman, her pianist; Archie 
Pitt, husband, and Bert Aza, her 
brother-in-law and personal man- 
ager, sails Sept. 6 on the “Beren- 
Sarian” for her two weeks for 
R-K-O. 

The English comedienne splits 
the week of Sept. 26 between the 
Flushing and Coliseum and plays 
the Palace the week after at $4,000. 


Tearle-Rowland Sketch 
London, Aug. 19. 
Conway Tearle and Adele Row- 
nd open at the Palladium Sept. 8. 
They will do “The Valiant.” 


'Radio Sets on French 
Trains Popular and 
Extended in Service 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Listening-in on French trains by 
means of individual helmets sup- 
plied by the Radio-Fer Company, 
has been so appreciated by the 
travelling public, the service so far 
limited to the Paris-Havre trains, 
is being extended. 

Programs include broadcasting 
from Paris, London and Berlin. 


MOSCOW ART TAKING 
ON AMERICAN PLAYS 


Belgrade, Aug. 19. 

The new theatrical season begins 
here Sept. 1, with unusually strong 
efforts locally to resuscitate a dod- 
dering legit stage. 

The permanent settling here of 
the world-famous Moscow Art The- 
atre, making the Balkan capital 
its headquarters is believed will 
lend considerable zest to every- 
thing. 

Policarp Pavlov is the leader of 
the Moscow Art. He says that while 
it always has been the objective of 
his artists to cultivate the pure dra- 
matic art, he believes that the 
talker will ultimately dovetail into 
his plans as a compromise between 
the orthodox dramatic and the 
sound-screen. 

Pavlov states his Moscow Art 
company’s repertory will henceforth 
include modern American plays for 
the purpose of assimilating the new 
spirit. 


KIT-CAT’S NEW SHOW 
JUST A PERFORMANCE 


London, Aug. 19. 

Kit-Cat Club’s new floor show is 
good variety, as shown on its open- 
ing yesterday (18). What the cab- 
aret primarily needs is another big 
American name dance band for 
which it is negotiating with nothing 
yet settled. 

Don Cummins, who made an im- 
promptu appearance a fortnight ago 
as a try-out, opened big yesterday 
on his regular engagement. Giggie 
and Cortez, South American dance 
team, fared nicely. 

Florence Forman, back after last 
year’s engagement, ditto. 

Nothing startling among all three. 


3 New Plays in Sept. 


London, Aug. 19. 

Three new plays by prominent 
authors are slated for premiere here 
next month. 

“Leave it to Psmith,” P. G. Wode- 
house and Ian Hay’s new comedy, 
opens at the Shaftesbury Sept. 29. 

Cochran’s production of Noel 
Coward’s “Private Lives,” starring 
Gertrude Lawrence, first attraction 
at the new Phoenix theatre in Char- 
ing Cross in the early fall. 

The popular “Sexton Blake” de- 
tective stories are being dramatized 
to star Arthur Wontner for open- 
ing at the Princess Sept. 18. 


Col’s Freak Headliner 


London, Aug. 19. 

“The Road to Populars,” one- 
acter by Vernon Sylvaine, first prize 
winner in a weekly publication’s 
competition from among 3,400 com- 
petitors, was well acted by a West 
End cast at the Coliseum. It’s of 
the ghastliness of war’s aftermath. 

The Coliseum’s headliner, Wini- 
fred Brown, winner of the King’s 
Cup Air Race, has a congenial per- 
sonality and pleasing voice. 


Selling Melbourne Royal 
Melhourne, Aug. 19. 
Williamson-Tait will most likely 
dispose of its Royal, here, to a dry 
goods’ firm. 
This will leave W-T with only 
one theatre in this city. ; 


SHUBERTS BUY BITS 


Two or More Scenes Wanted From 
Paris Revue 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
Having already bought two scenes 
from the current Folies Bergere re- 
vue, one the Smoking Turk, and the 
other the Black Diver, the Shuberts 
are negotiating for the two Ran- 
dall sketches in the same revue. 
Current Folies Bergere revue when 
it closes in Paris is slated for Ber- 
lin. It will afterwards go to Eng- 
land, to be done by Jack Taylor. 


JANNINGS AND MOISSI 
INVOLVE REINHARDT 


Vienna, Aug. 19. 
All the art, diplomacy and suave 
Viennese savoir-faire will now per- 
force have to come to’ the venerable‘ 
Professor Max Reinhardt’s aid to 
straighten out a mess of artistic 
temperament which is . brewing 
hereabouts between two equally dis- 
tinguished Teutonic stage person- 
alities known in America—Emil 
Jannings and Alexander Moissi. 
The former Paramount film star 
told Reinhardt he’d like to appear 
in the famous Salzburg Festival 
production of “Jedermann” (“Every 
Man”). That started something. 
The role of “Jedermann” hereto- 
fore has been Moissi’s unchallenged 
preserve. When Alexander heard 
of it he was put out, and mani- 
fested displeasure at the mere idea 
of Jannings competing in his pe- 
culiar sphere. Hence the Prof. need 
employ the whole of his persuasive- 
ness to avoid open unpleasantness. 
Prof.’s concern is further com- 
plicated through his new season’s 
plans for presenting Jannings as 
“Falstaff” in “King Henry.” 
Jannings is spending the summer 
holidays in the Austrian mountains. 


Another Version 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 

Although reported Reinhardt is 
to sponsor Jannings in Shake- 
speare’s ‘“‘Henry IV,” the Berlin im- 
presario, Saltenburg, states he has 
Emil signed for the Theatre des 
Westens for mid-October, to do the 
Shakespearean play also. 

In addition, Jannings’ past suc- 
cess, “Business Is Business,” by 
Mirabeau, will be done, preceding 
the Shakespearean production. 


Facts Are Facts, Says 
Edgar Wallace as He’s 
Counting Up Koyalty 


London, Aug. 19. 

Edgar Wallace may now be 
classed as a successful author be- 
cause plagiarism is now alleged by 
Americans who have seen his local- 
ly successful melodrama, “On the 
Spot.” No , specific or official 
charges have been made by any- 
body interested. 

“Variety” interviewed the prolific 
author on the accusation his play 
was based on Edward Sullivan’s 
book, “Rattling the Cup,” publish- 
ed here under the title, “Look at 
Chicago.” 

Wallace readily admitted having 
read the book and also the book 
published by the Chicago “Tribune” 
titled “Gangland,” adding: 

“My play is founded upon facts 
and you cannot plagiarize facts. I 
have read several books and nu- 
merous articles from which I se- 
cured my facts.” 

Meantime the play continues a 
big success. An English group is 
also doing it in Paris at the The- 
atre Albert Premier, and the Shu- 
berts have it for America. 


ADAPTING “LONELINESS” 


Willette Kershaw Doirg It in Paris 
Did “Maya” 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
Willette Kershaw, American, who 
first adapted “Maya,” the Parisian 
“dirt” play, is now at work drama- 
tizing Radclyffe Hall’s “Well of 
Loneliness.” 
Miss Kershaw intends it for the 
Potiniere next month, in English. 


Girl Band Act at Empire 
London, Aug. 19. 
Paim Beach Girls (band act) 
plays a fortnight at the Empire, 
Paris, starting Sept. 19. 
American jazzistes opened here 


Ted Lewis Dishanding 
Band Now im Paris; 
Entire New Personnel 


London, Aug. 19. 

When Ted Lewis returns to 
America, sailing Aug. 23 from Paris 
on the “Paris,” he will organize a 
completely new orchestral person- 
nel, 

Lewis is voluntarily disbanding 
his old aggregation, many of the 
musicians having been with him 
for several years, but because of 
this they have become too tough 
to handle, according to their leader. 
Lewis may retain one or two key 
instrumentalists around whom to 
build up his brass or reed sections, 
but favors an altogether new and 
youthful collegiate personnel. 

This idea has been brewing with 
Lewis for no little time, starting 
back in the States before they came 
over to London, The entire matter 
culminated while on this side, with 
the foreign influences. 

Lewis, wife and band, including 
Eleanor Brooks and Eddie Chester, 
dance specialists, sail immediately 
following their current fortnight’s 
engagement at the Empire, Paris, 
where they scored an unprecedented 
success, resulting in the manage- 
ment doing the unusual in tilting 
the scale five francs (20 cents). 


Tallulah’s Usual Hullabaloo 
But ‘Gay’ Not So Joyful 


London, Aug. 19. 

The usual hysterical applause and 
acclaim greeted Tallulah Bankhead 
at the premiere of “Let Us Be Gay” 
at the Lyric last night (18). 

The Rachel Crothers’ play is ad- 
mirably cast, but regarded locally 
as unoriginal and uninteresting, de- 
spite Miss Bankhead’s performance. 
She sustained the principal femme 
role on a par with Francine Larri- 
more’s original. 


Revue at Marigny 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Work in Paris for more Ameri- 
can acts wil! be found when Mar- 
igny, currently. playing “Pompa- 
dour,” reopens in the fall as a re- 
vue house under the management 
of Leon Volterra, its owner. 

Ever since Volterra sold the Cas- 
ino de Paris, he has been pining for 
a revue to produce and stage. He 
has been one of the men who have 
been most progressive in that work 
in France. 


McIntosh’s $1 Top Revue 


Sydney, Aug. 19. 

As predicted, Hugh McIntosh is 
coming into the Sydney field, taking 
the St. James from Union The- 
atres. 

By arrangement with Fullers, 
McIntosh will open a variety revue 
in September, twice daily, to $1 
top. 


All Banged Up, German 


Actor Appears in Person 


Berlin, Aug. 19. 

Despite his serious motor acci- 
dent, with lacerations, minor bruises 
and nervous shock, the German 
actor, Heinrich George, made a per- 
sonal appearance at the premiere of 
“The Dreyfuss Case” at the Gloria 
Palast am Zoo, Thursday (14). 
George is prominent in the talker 
version of the much-discussed play. 
It has been kept out of France be- 
cause of its political and racial sig- 
nificance. 


FOR BERLIN’S REVUE 


London, Aug. 19. 
With the Hallers rebuilding the 
Admiral’s Palast, Berlin, for con- 
templated reopening with a new re- 
vue in the fall, Carl Brisson and 
Miller and Wilson are being nego- 
tiated for. 


Latter team is Ameryican. Bris- 


at the Palladium, 


son is a British fav juw 


Current Bill with 
Acts; American—Good Paper Bill 


London, Aug. 19. 

New Palladium bill opening 
yesterday (18), comprising 10 acts, 
held five strictly American turns 
and four English acts with Amer- 
ican reputation. 

Bill looks like excellent enter- 
tainment but played disappointing- 
ly. Second show's switching about 
didn’t seem to improve it much. 
Absence of Dick Crean, orchestra 
leader, now vacationing, did not 
help. 

Audience was generally unrecep- 
tive, perhaps due to the suddenly 
warmer weather. 

The Anrerican turns are Jean 
Barry and Dave Fitzgibbon; Khar- 
um: Miller and Wilson; Redmond 
and Wells and the 11 “Palm Beach 
Girls.” 

Highlights are Barry and Fitz- 
gibbon, filling in with vaude dates 
until Cochran’s new operetta opens 
in October. Team ranks as classy 
ballroom dancers and have acquired 
a European reputation in short 
order. 

One Act’s Break 


Miller and Wilson were scheduled 
for Charlot’s Revue but later re- 
jected with reason given as_ too 
“music hall-y.” Such acts generally, 
when spotted in a revue, prove 
show-toppers, but meantime the 
General Theatres grabbed the act 
for its entire circuit at a higher 
salary than Charlot’s, 

Kharum was last here six years 
ago as a straight pianist. He is 
now supported by Martov, Russian 
vocalist. Act got over nicely but 
should discard its vocal opening. 
Kharum himself might open with 
a pianoforte solo and then introduce 
his singer. 

Redmond and Wells, also Amer- 
ican, were vacationing here when 
impressed into service for the Pal- 
ladium for a single week. They 
ranked poorly. 

House was 80% capacity down- 
stairs with upper deck full yester- 
day. 

Martov, the singer, was ordered 
out of Kharum’s act after the open- 
ing day by General Theatres’ exec- 
utives who opined the pianist did 
not require vocal support, saying 
he couid work solo at the same 
salary. 

Martov goes back to America on 
the “Majestic” tpmorrow (20). 


Red Dog’ Dogging It 


London, Aug. 19. 

“Red Dog,” a new farce starring 
‘George Melvin and Jack Morrison, 
opens in Streatham Aug. 25. It will 
tour the provinces as long as pos- 
sible, perhaps longer because of the 
obstinate success of “Almost @ 
Honeymoon,” current at the Gar- 
rick, London. 

“Red Dog” is destined for the 
Garrick but the “Honeymoon” 
piece’s excellently protracted busi- 
ness makes the London premiere 
uncertain, 


Rosie Dolly Speaking 


Amsterdam, Aug. 19. 
Rosie Dolly, of the Dolly Sis- 
ters, arrived here yesterday (18), 
stating she will make two talkers 
for Paramount in Paris, French 
English, and possibly other tongues. 
Saint-Granier, French playwright, 
has authored a play for the Dollys, 
says Rosie, and they may make 
their probable stage return this 


| fall. 


Just vacationing here, 


STRAIN FROM DANCING 


Georgia Hayes Left Paris Revue to 
Rest on Boat 


Paris, Aug. 19. 


Having been prescribed a rest 
cure from excessive toe dancing, 
Georgia Hayes had to leave the Pal- 
ace revue a few days before the 
end of its run. She is recuperating on 
board the “Ile de France,” having 
sailed Saturday (16). She will ap- 
pear in New York in the “Greene- 
wich Village Follies.” 

Abnormal strain was due to the 
fact that the stairs on which Miss 
Hayes performs were not supplied 
her until the day of the opening at 
the Palace, thus preventing proper 


training. 
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VARIETY 


Complications’ in League’s 


Wednesday, August 20, 1930 


REGITEIMATE 


Arch Selwyn Lines Up Routes for 


mes 


Ticket Scheme Commencing Plays with Film Stars Road 
| To P ile Up, Even Befor e Sent. EQUITY DEMANDS BOND | sciwyn, who in 
4 i That the rules of the New York Forthcoming starring Colleen Moore, ween 


Banky and Rod La Rocque, hag 
mapped out a six week’s tour for 


Theatre League in its system to 
control tickets on Broadway will 


Cantor Vs. Shubert 


“Red Mates,” in rehearsal several 


undergo important changes was re- 
garded as certain after last week's 
developments. Monday, however, 
when the League convened its reg- 
ular weekly. meeting there was not 
a sufficient number of governors 
present to act on proposed changes 
to the constitution and by-laws. 
Meeting was adjourned. 

At least two theatres took over 
the matter of allotments to the 16 
accredited brokers inte their own 
hands, without asking the league, 
which is supposed to have actual 
control, according to the _ rules. 
That others would follow suit was 
reported. 

Originally the league was to have 
possession of all agency tickets and 
allot them to each agency. When it 
was found that enormous steel safes 
would be required for two weeks’ 
supply of tickets of some 60 theatres, 
also a largé clerical force, in addi- 
tion to much other detail, instruc- 
tions were sent the box offices to 
make the allotments, but according 
to instructions. 

A predicted situation arose during 
the first week of “Dancing Part- 
ner,” at the Belasco, the first money 
attraction to open since the league 
started. Bundles of tickets were 
turned back to the box office at 7:30. 
As many of 50 tickets from one 
agency which had been allotted 89 
were returned. The Belasco man- 
agement immediately instructed its 
treasurers to cut the allotments al- 
most in half, and thereafter but 200 
tickets out of an original allotment 
of 380 were given the agencies. All 
the balance were on sale in the box 
office, which thrived. 

Brokers’ Squawk 

There was a squawk from the 
brokers and the league, but the 
house stood on its rights to make 

allotments. It was contended by the 
house that each theatre has its own 
clientele and its own problem of 
ticket distribution. As far as the 
Belasco was concerned, no money 
was turned down from any source, 
and that applied to other theatres. 

Last week, when business took 
an upward bound, the independent 
agencies appeared to get what tick- 
ets their trade called for. 

Business at all box offices was 
lively last week. Some credit for 
that may have been due the league’s 
publicity on the ability to secure 
tickets that way. Agency men say 
most theatregoers patronize the box 
office at this time of the year. They 
claim when the New York’s own 
patronage returns, it will be differ- 
ent. As a goodly percentage of that 
trade wants tickets between 7 and 
§ o’clock and cannot secure them 
from the agencies, there never will 
be enough phone lines to get the 
required service from the theatres, 
and a loss of class patronage is an- 
ticipated. It is claimed one agency 
is losing upward of 100 sales of 
tickets nightly because of the new 
system, 

Another rule objected to is the 
requirement to stamp tickets at the 
box-office. It has a tendency to 
slow up the line at the ticket win- 
dows. How this is to be eliminated 
awaits the League’s governors. Ob- 
servers say that as long as the pri- 
mary stipulation of no buys by the 
agencies and no premium over 75 
cents is maintained, many of the 
rules are not needed. 

Leblang’s 

At least one department of Joe 
Leblang’s ticket activities has been 
eliminated by the League although 
he is fully protected in his cut rate 
distribution. That the League shall 
not figure in the cut rating of 
tickets is carefully set forth several 
times in the League’s constitution 
and by-laws. On the upper floor 
of Leblang’s agency, balcony tickets 
for hits have contributed no little 
revenue with such tickets sold at 
a premium. As Leblang is not of 
the accredited brokers, balcony 
tickets to be sold at more than box 
office price cannot be allotted him. 
At least one accredited broker is 
selling balcony tickets at 50 cents 

advance, as against 75 cents pre- 
mium for the lower floor. 

In another direction the cut rate 
agency curtailed. Heretofore 
speculators having bought and hold- 
ing lower floor tickets for a price 
have dumped them into Leblang’s 


(Continued on Page 62) 


Hot words only were ex- 
changed by Eddie Cantor and 
Lee Shubert when the two 
lately met on the beach at At- 
lantic City. Verbal scrap came 
when Shubert attacked Can- 
tor’s Sunday appearance at 
Warners’ as against Cantor's 
speech at Equity, when the 
latter told actors not to do 
Sunday work. 

Cantor's argument was that 
he spoke only of legit work on 
Sunday, as that day is recog- 
nized in the variety show busi- 
ness. 

Shubert, according to wit- 
nesses, said Cantor, as an ac- 
tor, was not entitled to an 
opinion, whereas Shubert, a 
producer with money invested, 
was. Cantor’s answer to this 
was that Shubert’s remark may 
explain the drop in Shubert 
stock. 

Harry Fields, Harry Rosen- 
thal, George Hale and Phila- 
delphia theatrical men listened 
in on the verbal battle, which 
broke up with Cantor’s finan- 
cial dig. 


Mayor in Wide Appeal 
For Variety of Shows 
To Play San Antonio 


San Antonto, Aug. 19. 
A cry for attractions to play in 
all the three city-owned theatres 
has been given wider appeal by an 
invitation by Mayor Chambers for 
variety shows appealing to all 
classes. He declares the city would 
welcome any entertainment that 


would fill the empty seats of the 
three municipally-operated theatres. 
No matter how hard the folks cry 
for legits, these houses appear un- 
able to get anything but local ama- 
teur shows. 

In addition to the open-air stage 
in Breckinridge Park, near comple- 
tion, the city owns also an audi- 
torium seating 6,500 and a play- 
house built last summer seating 750. 
Gene Wildenstein, manager of all 
three, reports no bookings for the 
new season. 

Auditorium was operated last 
year at an approximate loss of $26,- 
000 and has been in the red for five 
years. 


‘Vanderbilt Revue —fields 


“The Vanderbilt Revue,” pro- 
duced by Lew Fields and with a 
possibility of having Lew in it, is 
set to relight the Vanderbilt, New 
York, latter part of next month. 

Lyle Andrews, lessee of the Van- 
derbilt, will be associated with 
Fields in the production. 

Fields is now casting. 


Erlanger’s Face Suits 
For Unpaid House Rent 


Birmingham, Aug. 19. 

Two suits filed here by Hunter & 
Smith and others as owners of the 
Erlanger-Birmingham theatre, here, 
against the A. L. Erlanger Amuse- 
ment Enterprises, to collect rent on 
the theatre from June, 1929, to 
March last. The suit is brought on 
a guarantee by the defendant that 
its subsidiary, which leased the 
theatre would pay the rent monthly. 

The defendant has filed answers 
alleging breach of contract by the 
plaintiffs and asserting that the 
owners failed to pay $5,000 for the 
purpose of re-seating the theatre. 


Tryout in Maine 
“Western Union, Please,” comedy 
-by Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett, will have a tryout at 
Skowhegan, Me. (stock), next week. 
Donald Meek in the lead. 

Goodrich and Hackett recently 
sold Shuberts a play titled “Every- 
body Welcome,” 


While appearing in Schwab and 
Mandeil’s “New Moon” operetta, 
Ashton Stevens, Chicago “Herald- 
Examiner,” said: 

“A great comedian is Roscoe Ails. 
Take it from one who has suffered 
years of bad comedians in other- 
wise good operettas. Ails is never 
ailing. They laugh at him fever- 
ishly. His eccentric dancing was a 
show-stopper; his body seems to 
have a rhythm that telegraphs spe- 
cial messages to his feet. . .” 


ROSCOE AILS 

Vacation at Artists’ Isle, Indian 

Lake, Ohio. . 
Direction LOUIS SHURR 


FAITH 
NEW SEASON 


George M. Cohan has sufficient 
faith in the comeback of legit this 
season to lay out perhaps the most 
active legit campaign since going 
solo as author-producer. 

“Symphony and Jazz,” by Louis K. 
Anspacher, will be Cohan’s opener 
for the new season. It will get un- 
der way at the Broad, Philadelphia, 
next week (25) and follow into the 
Cort, New York, three weeks later. 
Cast includes Louis Calhern, John 
Hamilton, Julia Hoyt, Natalie Sha- 
fer, John T’., Doyle, Adrian Rosely, 
Aline McDermott, Craig Williams, 
Curtiss Karpe and Josef Adler. 

With that out of the way, Cohan 
will concentrate upon one of his 
own, “True to Form,” set to open in 
New York Sept. 22. It goes into re- 
hearsal next week. 

Ges. M. is serious about his pro- 
posed road tour in a series of re- 
vivals, but may try the rep idea ata 
Broadway house before entraining 
to the sticks. Current road line-up 
has been revised and now includes 
“The Tavern,” “Song and Dance 
Man,” “Seven Keys to Baldpate” and 
“Get Rich Quick Wallingford.” 
“Gambling” and “45 Minutes from 
Broadway,” announced as part of 
the road rep, have been scrapped, 
but will be done in New York. 
Both, and specially “Gambling,” 
would entail too much scenery and 
effects to be carried. 


| C. B.’s Humor 


Charles B. Dillingham scored the 
first fliv of the new season. He 
opened “Suspense” of British writ- 
ing at the Fulton on Tuesday, last 
week, and took it off Saturday. 
However, the manager did not 
forget his sense of humor as shown 
by the ads in Saturday’s papers 
which read: “After tonite’s per- 
formance Charles Dillingham will 
not present ‘Supense’.” 

That is comparable to the same 
manager’s personal copy some years 
ago when he advertised “the last 
two years” of Montgomery and 
Stone in “Chin Chin.” 


Lester Murray at DuPont 


Lester Murray, who closed a deal 
with the DuPont theatre, Wilming- 
ton, Del., interests to look after its 
managerial and booking welfare, 
may install stock unless some other 
-policy looms up more advantageous- 
ly. 

Murray, experienced legit man, 
has access to N. Y. legit bookings, 
but doesn’t believe there are enough 
road shows to give the Wilmington 
patrons stage fare consecutively. 


E. G. Robinson Back 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Edward G. Robinson, en route 
east, will probably re-enter Broad- 
way legit this season. 
Robinson just completed “Little 
Caesar” for First National 


weeks for Sussenoff Productions, 
has been halted again by Equity. 
It will not be permitted to resume 
until bond is posted. 

Producing firm was turned down 
at Equity this week for permission 
to give an “investors’ rehearsal,” 
with Equity claiming the produc- 
tion had already filled its allotted 
rehearsal time. 


ADLER FAMILY UNITED 
FOR YIDDISH DRAMA 


Broadway will have Yiddish 
drama this autumn. Starting .Sept. 
23 the widow, sons and daughters 
of the late Jacob P. Adler will ap- 
pear at the Forrest. 

Play will be called “The Million- 
aires,” downtown known as “Five 
Frankfurters.” 

Adlers to appear are Celia, Julia, 
Frances, Charles, Adolph, Luther, 
Irving, Mme. Sarah and James 
Schoengold, a son-in-law. 

The Adlers will be presented up- 
town by George Jessel. 


Actress Sues Anyway, 
Tho Equity Upholds 
Shuberts in Claim 


Helen Gilliland filed suit against 
the Shuberts to recover salary on 
a contract she held for “Dear Love,” 
which flopped. Her claim is “Ar- 
tists and Models” is a jazzed up 
edition of that operetta and she 
should have been retained under 
her contract for it. 

Miss Gilliland and several others 
of “Dear Love” cast with similar 
claims against the Shuberts took 
the matter to Equity some months 
ago. The latter unheld the Shu- 
berts’ defense that sufficient changes 
in script and treatment had been 
made to characterize “Artists and 
Models” as a new show. 

Miss Gilliland has retained Jo- 
seph Bickerton, Jr., as counsel. 


Troupe for Honolulu 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Legit season opens in Honolulu 
Oct. 6 with “Let Us Be Gay,” pre- 
sented by the Richard Wilbur Play- 
ers at the Liberty theatre. Wilbur 
has gone to San Francisco after 
lining up his 30-31 troupe in Holly- 
wood, and sails Aug. 30 to get the 
house ready. 

Richard Allan and Barbara 
Brown are leads for the Honolulu 
dramatic stock company. James 
Dillon is director. Walter Bonn, 
Ford Bancroft, Michel Dupre, Bark- 
eley Buckingham, Florence Bell, 
Geraldine Palmer are the other 
players, the whole troupe to sail 
from Los Angeles Sept. 20. 


Chi’s Civic All Set 


Chicago, Aug 19. 
Goodman, civic theatre, 
opens Oct. 14 with “Firebrand.” 
Company includes Ellen Root, 
Hale MacKeen, Carl Kroenke, Kath- 
erine Krug, Leonard Barker, pro- 
duction manager, Sarah Fenton, 
William Brenton, Mary Agnes 
Doyle, Gertrude Lee, business man- 
ager; Hubert Osborne, producer; 
Leonard Barker, production mana- 
ger, 


Cast of “Makings” 

“The Makings,” farce by Irving 
Porter, has gone into rehearsal as 
its first for Ames Producing Corp. 
Joseph Donlin is poss. Show opens 
at Allentown, Pa., Sept. 8. 

John Edwards, Marron Deveaux, 
Helen Klein, Raymond Murphy, 
Harold Deane, Ruth Seilheimer, Ned 
Kelly, Mae Short and Eugene Quig- 


ley are the players. 


each of the two plays now set. Out. 
side of Detroit, Cleveland and Pitts. 
burgh there will be three weeks of 
one, two and three-night stands 
played on guarantees. In some 
towns, auditoriums and convention 
halls will be played to ensure a 
large seating capacity for those 
expected to turn out to see the pic. 
ture people in the flesh and on a 
stage. 

“Foam,” by Benjamin Glazer, 
starring Colleen Moore, opens in Al- 
bany Oct. 3, with Ithaca, Rochester, 
Buffalo, Toronto, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Columbus, Indianap.'is, 
following. After one-nighters in 
Louisville ard Little Rock the show 
will come to Broadway. 

“How to Be Happy,” by John Em- 
erson and Anita Loos, starring 
Vilma Banky and Rod La Rocque, 
will play two days in Albany, start- 
ing Oct. 20, and follow a route sheet 
Similar to that laid out for the 
Moore show. 

Mary Pickford, announced to ap- 
pear under the Selwyn banner this 
season, has not yet decided on a 
play, although her selection has nar- 
rowed to a list of three. 


With Garbo 
Another play on the Selwyn 
schedule is “A Paris Divorce,” 


adapted from the French of Andre 
Picard and Tristan Bernard by 
Arthur Hornblower, Jr. Basil Rath- 
bone has been engaged for it, with 
Selwyn looking towards Hollywood 
for a leading woman. Topping his 
list is Greta Garbo, with Selwyn 
hopeful that Metro might be per- 
suaded to release the Swedish star 
for three or four months some time 
after the turn of the new year. 


Leslie’s Dough Boys 


Shuberts are reported in with Lew 
Leslie on his new “Blackbirds.” 

Leslie hard hit for coin after drop- 
ping everything he had, $300,000, on 
“International Revue,” had lined up 
outside money for the colored mu- 
sical that didn’t come through. 

The Shuberts saw a rehearsal of 
the show in the Harlem flat Leslie 
has been rehearsing in last week. 


Haskell’s Numbers Out 


William Holbrook has succeeded 
Jack Haskell as director of dances 
for Hammerstein’s musical, “Luana.” 
Decision was to out Haskell's 
routines and substitute others, with 
the show’s opening date set back a 
week or two. 

Haskell was aired by Hammer- 
stein after a back stage row. Has- 
kell haled Hammerstein to court on 
assault charges, alleging the pro- 
ducer accentuated dismissal with & 
swat at him. Hearing adjourned 
until Sept. 17. 


Tracey After Film Job 
Back to Old Stage Role 


Spencer Tracey returns to New 
York this week to rehearse for one 
week with the “Last Mile” before 
resuming the lead in that show 
during its road dates. Tracey opens 
with it in Chicago Sept. 1. 

Tracey left the “Last Mile” in 
June to fill a contract with Fox to 
appear in “Up the River.” Contract 
was for three months only, with 
Fox guaranteeing Herman Shumlin 
that Tracey would be back with the 
“Last Mile” by Sept. 1. 


REVIVING “LONG ROAD” 

“The Long Road,” scrapped after 
tryout several weeks ‘ago, is being 
revived by Herman Gansvoort. Sev~- 
eral cast changes with piece in re- 
hearsal next week. 

Gansvoort is also casting a new 
musical, “French Dressing,” with 
book by Howard Miller, lyrics bY 
Walter Craig and music by Ken- 
neth Burton. 


Phone number of the Josie Brow® 


Agency, Hollywood, is Granite 8887. 
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CLOSED SHOP 


Block Crashing Shoestringers 
By Equitys Rehearsal Limit 


Equity is tightening up on shoe- 
stringers and short-roll producers 
on overtime rehearsals, despite 
ewrying casts on the cuff under 
bond waivers. Hereafter the latter 
must obey Equity regulations on 
rehearsal period, allowing four 
weeks for non-musicals and five 
weeks for musicals. 

The limitation was ratified by 


Equity Council last week and will 
abrogate long distance -rehearsal 
periods previously obtained on non- 
gecured shows. The measure was 
adopted primamily to protect Equity 
members and also to discourage 
shoestring promoters attempting to 
crash show business. 


Two Precipitate Action 


Instances precipitating Equity’s 
action involve two productions, 
“Here We Are” and “Hash,” both 
rehearsing 15 weeks or more. Both 
were musicals, and despite Equity’s 
regulations chorus members could 
not work on commonwealth basis 
but must receive $35 weekly mini- 
mum, the producers got around this 
angle by classifying the chorus as 
specialty dancer principals. 

Equity has also tightened up in 
this division through making it 
clear any group of dancers backing 
principals in a musical show will 
come under chorister classification, 
with Equity despite the manage- 
ment. 

Equity Flaps Protective Wings 

With the new season under way, 
at least in preparation stage, Equity 
has figured the moment opportune 
to clamp down on aspiring birds 
eager to embrace show business as 
a racket who con actors into com- 
monwealth casts, unlimited re- 
hearsal periods and then blow if 
they can’t raise a bankroll, with the 
actors left holding the rehearsal 


bag. 


Tom Douglas’ Doubt 


Hollywood, Aug, 19. 

Unable to make up his mind 
bout playing the lead in the coast 
stage production of “Young Sin- 
ners” the part has been taken away 
from Tom Douglas by George Hoi- 
land and given to Sterling Fergu- 
gon. 

Douglas is ogling the film studios. 
Pending settlement of his status in 
that direction he did not wish to 
g0 to San Francisco with the show. 


Gest Waiting 


Morris Gest is waiting for some- 
thing to heave in sight that will 
strike him favorably as a show 
Proposition. Two or three pro- 
posals submitted to Gest so far have 
been rejected by him. 

Following a long siege of illness 
that led him into a financial jam, 
Gest has fully recovered his health. 
He looks better than in some years. 


Penny and Green 


Ann Pennington, from musicals 
4nd talkers, opens at the New York 
Paramount Friday (22), instead of 
at the Brooklyn house, with that 
date later. Some Warner houses, 
Perhaps, after that. 

Harry Green, from talkers, opens 
across the river for Publix and may 
later Play the New Ycrk deluxer. 


Kolb and Dill Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Kolb and Dill return to legit at 
the Hollywood Playhouse in a piece 
entitled “The Good Old Days.” | 
Dutch parr will follow “The 
Champion,” current. 


“Reunion” Will Try Again 
eunion,” which folded after two 


weeks’ tryout, is being readied for 


another try by Bela Blau. 


Several cast .changes planned, 


epening Sept. 1, with two weeks out 
of town 
York, 


before coming to New 


Stars Picking Casts 


Lady stars are getting par- 
ticular as to the casts for their 
new shows. Anyone wishing to 
play in “Scarlet Sister Mary” 
must write to Ethel Barrymore 
personally. 

Lenore Ulric has been inter- 
viewing all those seeking jobs 
in her new show. 


RANKIE-JOHNNIE’ WITH 
NANCY ON B’WAY 


“Frankie and Johnnie” in play 
form is due for Broadway this sea- 
son. Maybe starring Nancy Carroll 
the play, said to be based on the 
blue ditty of the same name, 

It is the same “Frankie and 
Johnnie” put on in Chicago last sea- 
son by A. H. Woods, but with the 
script probably revised. The date 
was brief, Woods taking it off after 
the cops advised him to close or 
else. 

Miss Carroll’s husband is report- 
ed presenting it. He is also the 
author, Jack Kirkland. 


MATTER OF ‘CHARMING’ 
SALARY BOND FIXED 


“Princess Charming,” new Con- 
nolly & Swanstrom musical, has 
been granted permission to continue 
rehearsals without interruption by 
Equity, sans bond and upon word 
of guarantee of Bobby Connolly, 
one of the producers that bond will 
be posted later. 

Bond mix-up was occasioned by 
the absence of one of the members 
of the producing group being abroad 
He is returing next week and his 
signature is necessary before the 
bonding company will underwrite 
the new show. 

Connolly wanted the former bond 
on “Sons o’ Guns” now closed but 
re-opening next month, to serve as 
security in the interim. Equity de- 
clined on technical grounds, but 
permitted continuance of rehearsals 
upon letter of guarantee by Con- 
nolly meanwhile. 


Lee’s 50% in Hotel 


Lee Shubert and Max J. Kramer, 
the builder, are said to be equal 
partners in the new Edison Hotel, 
not yet opened, on West 47th street. 

It’s a 20-story affair, all rooms, 
and nearly finished. 

The Shubert-Kramer cash invest- 
ment is reported at $3,000,000, 
without the $500,000 required for 
equipment. 


$20,000 for Rights 
Culver City, Aug. 19. 

Metro is reported having paid 
$20,000 for Vincent Lawrence's stage 
play, “Among the Married,” with an 
eye for No-ma _ Shearer’s next. 
Theme is similar to “The Divorcee.” 

Lawrence himself is a contract 
author at Paramount. 


Film for Flop 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Universal is negotiating for “Half 
Gods,” Sidney Howard’s play which 
lasted about a week on Broadway 
last season. 
U has it in mind for Hobart Hen- 
ley to direct. 


GARBO AS SP 
Hollywood, 

Greta Garbo may do a picture 
based on the life of Mati Hari, 


Aug. 19. 


AIM FOR 


Questionnaire Now for Ap- 
plicants—No Council Ac- 
tion Accepted as Negative 
Answer—Some Held Out; 
Others In May Go Out 


IN SOLE CONTROL 


Equity is invoking what amounts 
to closed shop on lIegit casting 
agents who have held out until 
now. With the latter registering 
squawks alleging discrimination and 
other things, they seem without 
avenue of redress in forcing Equity 
to issue the covetous permits. 

Equity has logically labeled de- 
linquents as formerly unfriendly 
toward the licensing regulations and 
placing them in the premise of 
wanting to come in at present be- 
cause they have to. It is subject- 
ing all applicants to a rigid ques- 
tionaire as to fitness, standing and 
ability to conduct a casting agency. 


Equity’s victory over former hold- 
out agents via U. S. Supreme Court 
decision has given Equity drastic 
powers in admitting those whom it 
sees fit and refuse granting of per- 
mits to those not wanted, with no 
further appeal. 

Prior to Equity’s court victory on 
the agent situation, all casting 
agents making placements in the 
legit division were notified of the 
licensing regulation and commis- 


(Continued on page 63) 


STOCK REVIVES 
AT L. A. MAYAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Franklyn Warner, owner of the 
Mayan theatre, is preparing to 
launch a September effort at stock 
revue in his downtown house. Idea 
is to recruit legit people temporarily 
idle at the studios, or those who 
have yet to make a film connec- 
tion, with the shows and cast to be 
changed every six or eight weeks 
as guided by the box office. 

The company will be Known as 
Franklyn Productions, and has Bill 
Woolfenden, recently producing 
Pathe shorts and prior to that a 
New York agent, in the post of 
managing director. 

The plan is for a background of 
86 girls, before which the following 
principals will cavort in the first 
show: Daphne Pollard, Frank Davis 


(Davis and Darnell), Clarence 
Nordstrom, Billy Gilbert, and Chi- 
quita. Dance specialists have not 


yet been selected. Ted Snyder is 
writing the music, while Walter 
De Leon and Jimmy Brockman are 
doing the lyrics. Most of the skits 
will be by Davis, with Leroy Prinz 
staging the dances, 

Scaled at $2 

Probable title is ‘Indiscretions,” 
for which the opening is set as 
Sept. 22. Secale will be on a $2 
basis, with the first three or five 
rows downstairs at $3. Theatre’s 
capacity is 1,250. 

Frank Daugherty, who owns the 
local radio station KMTR, and Wil- 
liam Stoll, proprietor of the hotel 
here of that name, are behind War- 
ner. Daugherty and Stoll jointly 
own the Garden of Allah, bungalow 
court in Hollywood, for which site 
contracts have been drawn for a 


famous German spy executed by the 


French. Don Ryan and Dale Van | 
Everey, Metro writers, have com- 
pleted the story and are awaiting 
a decision by Irving Thalbere 
Paramount is understood to owh 


” 


the title, “Mati Hari 


where 


1,000-room hotel, as also property 


'on Wilshire boulevard, near LaBrea, 


they intend to erect a legit 


| house. 


Franklyn 


into bankruptcy here last April 


Warner personally went | 


Lowest Stock Number 


The lowest stock ebb exists 
right now. 

About 42 are staggering 
along and some with summer 
park propositions. 


CHORUS GIRLS GIVEN 
IMPORTANT ROLES 


Several ex-chorus girls are get- 
ting big assignments this season. 

Ruth Altman, formerly in the line 
of “Rio Rita” and “Say When,” has 
the title role in Hammerstein's 
“Luana,” musical version of the 
“Bird of Paradise.” Miss Altman is 
cast in the role which brought 
Laurette Taylor into prominence in 
the original dramatic show. 

Blanche Underwood, last in the 
Chicago company of “New Moon,” 
and prior to that in the chorus of 
“Great Day” and “Rio Rita,” has a 
part in “America Tempo,” while 
Frances Thress, last season a 
chorus girl in “Top Speed” and 
“Nine O’Clock Revue,” has a chance 
at a speaking part this season in 
the Sam Harris comedy, “Once in 
a Lifetime.” 


DUFFY’S CREDITORS 
MAY REALIZE 57, 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

Settlement of claims of Henry 
Duffy’s creditors is expected to be 
made at a meeting set for Sept. 
16, according to statement by At- 
torney Louis Goodman, looking 
after the affairs of the claimants. 
Goodman is now in Portland ar- 
ranging to close a deal that will 
dispose of Duffy’s interest in the 
Duffwin theatre in that city. It 
is expected to realize somewhere 
around $15,000 on the theatre equity 
in the northwest city. 

Final settlement of the Duffy af- 
fairs will bring the creditors less 
than 5% of their claims, according 
to Goodman. At the September 
meeting Duffy’s Hillsboro home and 
his Los Gatos ranch are to be sold. 


These are heavily plastered with 
mortgages, it is said. 
The furnishings in the Duffy 


home at Hillsboro were sold at pub- 
lic auction Aug. 9. While appraised 
at $10,000, they went for $6,450. 
Hollywood, Aug. 19, 
Dufwin, Portland, may be taken 
over and operated as a dramatic 
stock by a local banker. 
House is now part of the 
Duffy receivership. 
Robert Smith is the interested 
party. The Portland financier since 
closing out his banking business has 
been dividing his time between 
aviation and show business, his two 
hobbies. He was formerly president 
of the Lumberman’s Trust Com- 
pany. 


“Tales” $40,000 Blister 


“Tattle Tales,” musical revue 
which flopped in Boston, has been 
permanently camphored. 

Alexander Leftwich produced and 
dropped $40,000 of the backers’ 
dough. The angels refused to dig 
deeper. 


Henry 


Dick Marshall Stricken 


FQUITY'S POWER 'No Hays Code for Bway Legit, 
Is Equity’s Position at Present: 


Not Over 1570 Plays Standing It 


Broadway needs no 10 command- 
ments. It will never take dictation 
from Hollywood except in its pic- 
ture Furthermore Equity 
will resist being MHayserized, if 
Frank Gillmore has his way. 

Sincerity is the only code for legit 


on the main stem, Adultery and 
murder as comedy or tragedy, lur- 
ing or repelling—in fact, every 
emotion in every stage providing 
there is a depth of realism and not 
just a shabby effort to be obscene 
or lascivious. All should and shall 
go undisturbed on Broadway, if 
Equity can help. 

Organizations fostering the code, 
particularly the film producers, ad- 
mit that the legit field, as it is 
now constituted, would be reduced 
to about 25% of-its present size 
should the Hays dictum be allowed 
to edit legit scripts and legit man- 
nerisms. In other words film spokes- 
men estimate that only 25% of legit 
plays produced during the past sea- 
son were within the shadow of the 
code’s approval. 

At the same time picture statis- 
ticians close to censor and moral 
centers state that, for the 29-30 
output from Hollywood, before the 
code was thought of, 75% of the 
features would have been endorsed 
by the code. In other years never 
more than one-fourth of the film 
industry’s product has been admit- 
tedly “bad.” 


Cites O’Neill 


In its stand against all codified 
law Equity makes reference to the 
genius of Eugene O’Neill and the 
fact that he would still be a hack 
were Hollywood to have its way. 

“Green Pastures,” on the Catholic 
“white list,” would never have had 
a public showing had censor matter 
regarding the use of Deity char- 
acterizations been observed = on 
Broadway, it is claimed. 

Broadway must have its cooch 
dances, its horrors and delights in 
its own “legit way,” otherwise 
there will be no Broadway. At the 
same time it must give ear to all 
protests and must weed out insin- 
cerity. It cannot afford to have 
censors sitting in on rehearsals. 

Equity’s final reaction is that it 
must use its own judgment or suf- 
fer consequences that are admitted 
bound to come—some day. 


parts. 


Shuberts’ Alibi 


Shuberts have temporarily, if not 
permanently, scrapped “On the Q, 
T.,” English importation starring 
Madge Kennedy. It folded after 
two weeks out. 

Shuberts alibi on the flop by stat- 
ing they had erred in attempting 
to reproduce an English piece with 
an American cast. 

Miss Kennedy remains 
Shubert management. 


under 


Selwyn Takes Rathbone 
After Picture Walkout 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Basil Rathbone has been engaged 
by Arch Selwyn for the lead in 
“Paris Divorce,” which he will stage 
in New York this fall. 

tathbone recently walked out of 
the lead in “Boudoir Diplomat” at 
Universal] because of story differe 
ences, 


Lindsay’s Stage Show 


Zarl Lindsay, stage director and 


producer, is going out after his own 


musical stage show. It will hold a 
San Francisco, Aug. 19. | juxaposition, from reports, of mue- 
Richard sxiarshall, former’ gen. | sical comedy and revue. 
mgr. for the Duffy theatres, has No details are reported, other than 
been stricken by infantile paralysis.] Lindsay will likely produce i e 
Marshall is in the San Franci co | operati n with the then. 
| County Hospital with his condition! The latts« will be in on the ree 
lrenerted as serious. Louired fir il suppor? 


i 
1 
| 
| 
| | 
| — | 
| 
| | 
| i 
| | | 
| } 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
| | | ] 
seded | 
unces | 
with 
mer- : | | 
Has- 
pro- 
ith a 
irned | 
‘ole ( 
New 
” in 
x to | 
ract 
with | 
the 
; | | 
| | | 
' a 
fter | | 
eing | 
Ssev- | 
re- — 
Bnd | 
cen- “R 
| 


¥ 

i 


ik 


62 VARIETY 


‘Wednesday, August 20, 1939 


Cross-Show Puzzle 
Of 


With nobody except the actors 
getting money out of it, the back- 
ers of “Sisters of the Chorus” may 
seek a medal for it as the most 
involved show in a decade. 

The play opened in Chicago last 
spring. It is still there. Had a 
dubious showing in the tryout spots 
near New York and while for a 
time the sole legit in the Loop this 
summer, its grosses are said to 
have been exaggerated. 

“Sisters” is being presented by 
the Raymond Productions, of which 


Ray Peyton and Lester Bryant are 
reported the main guys. First it 
was tried out by Louis Safain. 
After stopped in the Bronx by the 
cops and another trial at Asbury 


Park, it reverted to the authors, 
Burtis Thomson and Martin 
Mooney. The latter claimed all they 


ever got from Safain in royalties | 


was a $450 bouncer. They secured 
the rights after an arbitration in 
which they were represented by an 
expensive law firm. 
Broker in on Loans 

When the Chicago date was ar- 
ranged, 20% of the royalties were 
allotted the lawyers for their ser- 
vices. Another 20% was turned 
over to Tom Kane of the Century 
Play Co., who made two loans to 
the authors. ‘One of the latter was 
an_item of $3,500 used to pay off 
on “The Town’s Woman,” by the 
same writers. It had a short stay 


at. the Craig, New York, last sea- 


son. The other loan was for $3,200 
about the time of the Chicago open- 
ing. Of the percentage given Kane, 
half was the regular 10% play 
brokerage. 


Because of difference between the 
authors, Mooney sold his rights for 
$700 with Thomson to assume all 
obligations attendant to the earlier 
showings of “Sisters” and “The 
Town’s Woman.’ 


There are at least two suits 
against “Sisters” in New York. 
William Birns, the furniture man 
who has figured in a whole flock 
of shows which never clicked, claims 
a right through having dropped 
$8,000 in the venture when Safain 
had the show. Another action has 
been started by Meyer Berenson, 
who claims 10% of the royalties. 
Berenson arranged for Safain to 
produce it but when the authors 
failed to collect their only royalty 
check from Safain, Berenson didn’t 
get his. 

“Sisters” will probably come to 
New York with a Chicago run rep, 
if that means anything outside of 
Cicero. 


SHUFFLE “ARTISTS” DATES 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 
The Shuberts will not open the 
rrand with “Artists and Models” 
Sept. 1 after all. Have postponed 
the opening six times from July 24 
to Aug. 14. 


Somerville Stock 
Somerville, Mass., Aug. 19. 
Frank A. McPhee returns this 
Season as manager of the Somer- 
ville theatre. 
It will reopen Sept. 1 with dra- 
matie stock. 


Over Chis Run 


Lonely Summer Play, ‘Sisters 


Resort Play Bills 


Providence, R. IL, Aug. 19. 

Legit attractions at summer re- 
sort theatres in New England this 
week are as follows: 

Casino theatre, Newport, R. I.— 
“Let Us Be Gay,” with Francine 
Larrimore and Henry Hull. 

Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass.—“Bird in Hand,” with John 
Drinkwater and Leo Carroll. 

Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.— 
“The Devil's Disciple,” with 
Powers, Spring Byington and Rom- 
ney Brent. 

Lakewood Players, Skowhegan, 
Me.—‘“‘Broken Dishes,” with Jean 
Adair and Donald Meek. 

Cape Ann _ theatre, Rockport, 
Mass.—“‘The Chalkmark,” a new 
farce by Algernon Tassin. 
Gloucester Little theatre, 
cester, Mass.—“Dear Brutus.” 


Ahead and Back 


Charles Washburn handling pre- 
miere of “Hells Angels” (film)’ on 
Broadway but returns to George M. 
Cohan office this season. 

Nick Holde managing “Three's a 
Crowd,” the Max Gordon revue. 
Warren O'Hara back with “Sons 
o’ Guns.” 

Ray Bryant, ahead, Courtney Pay- 


Glou- 


ton, back, “House of Fear” (Chi- 
cago). 

Ed Pidgeon, advance, Murray 
Phillips, back. “Love Technique” 
(Chicago). 


Joe Flynn, advance, “Artists and 
Models” (Shuberts). 

Charles Crouch, p. a. for C. L. 
Wagner. 


Stocks Opening 


J. J. Ryan opened the Auditorium 
stock, Spokane, Aug. 9, with the 
Kelly Comedians, and Shirley Mc- 
Donnell directing. Co-operates un- 
der 35c. top, with weekly c1:-nges. 
Yvetta Roger: and G. Richard Fra- 
zier, leads; Raymond Leitch, Billy 
Sandiford, Dolly Martin, Harry 
Duane, Esther Todd, Patricia West- 
cott and Jack Cassidy comprise 
cast. 

Stock opens at the Grantwood, 
Grantwood, N. J., next week (18) 
with Murray Gordon operating. 

Co. includes Jane Keyser, Audrey 
Mullane, Frank Harrington, James 
O'Connor, Louise King, James 
Healy, Arthur Moore, Mae Shaw 
and Tom Robinson. 

Boyd B. Trousdale Players (stock) 
opens a 12-week engagement at the 
Rialto, Sioux City, Ia., Sept. 14. 

Claiming sale of $5,000 worth of 
coupon books, Charles Lindholm 
opens his stock season in St. Paul 
Sept. 11 with “Your Uncle Dudley.” 
Spotted in the Shubert, which has 
been loop grind house for last six 
months. 


Goodman’s Big Show 
“Jews Without Money,” adapted 
from the book of that name, calls 
for an elaborate production. 

To be both musical and dramatic, 
with some 35 scenes indicated. 
Philip Goodman has the 

rights. 


stage 


PAUL 


JAMES F. 


WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 


Personal Representative 


GILLESPIE 


FUTURE PLAYS 


“The Man Saul,” modern drama 
by Sidney Buckman, tried out at 
Pasadena, Cal, will be produced 
the second week in October by Ar- 
thur Lubin and Richard Krakauer. 
Paul Muni will be leading man, 

“Top Hat,” an intimate revue by 
Jack Murray, Ben Trivers and Ben 
Oakland, produced shortly by Ar- 
thur Klein. 

“Sweet Chariot,” by Robert 
Wilder, and enlisting an all-Negro 
cast, will reach production via 
Michae! Mindlin. 

An additional week of rehearsals 
deemed necessary by the producers 
of “Fine and Dandy,” musical star- 
ring Joe Cook, has set the Boston 
opening of the piece for until 
Sept. 1 instead of Aug. 25 as for- 
merly set. The musical will play 
four weeks ir. the Hub and then 
Erlanger’s, New York. 

Howard Lindsay and Bertrand 
Robinson are collaborating on a new 
farce, “Oh, Promise Me.” Edward A. 
Blatt and M. J. Nicolas may pro- 
duce it after launching “The Up 
and Up” at the Biltmore, New York, 


Sept. 1. 
“| Need the Money,” Herman 
Lieb’s new play, has been given a 


musical embellishment by Pierre 
DeReeder and John Howard Bacon. 
It will be retitled “O’Sherry.” 
“Many-a-Slip” goes on tour next 
month. 

“Brown Betty,” colored musical, 
will be readied by Arthur Hall. 
“Personalities” wili be Earl Car- 
roll’s next, with 10 principals and 18 
girls. 
Belasco & Curran, West Coast 
producers, have acquired new melo- 
drama “The Crimson Hour” by Sam- 
uel Shipman and John B. Hymer in 
which Pauline Frederick will star 
Production will be on the Coast, 
next month, appearing in New York 
later. 

“Keys to Paradise,” starring 
Lenore Ulric, goes into rehearsal 
next week. Lewis Gensler, producer. 
Weldon Heyburn and Thomas Find- 
lay also in cast, 

Arthur Hammerstein’s “Sweet 
Adeline” opens road tour in Boston, 
Sept. 15, plays three weeks in Bos- 
ton, two in Detroit and then indef 
in Chicago. Show will be out about 
20 weeks. 

Arthur Hopkins’s production of 
“Torch Song” has folded for cast 
changes. It will make a fresh start 
at Great Neck, . L, Aug. 23. Mayo 
Methot has succeeded Joanna Roos 
in the femme lead. 

With the flop of “Suspense” after 
a single week at the Fulton, New 
York, Charles B. Dillingham is 
speeding up rehearsals of “That’s 
the Woman,” Bayard Veiller’s melo- 
drama formerly captioned “Jane 
Doe.” He will spot it at the Ful- 
ton Sept. 1. 

“The Cult,” comedy by Barry 
Connors, has been’ secured by 
Thomas Kilpatrick. It goes into re- 
hearsals shortly. 

“Subterania,” underworld melo by 
Edward Landau, goes into rehear- 
sal next week with Acme Produc- 
tions producing. It bows in at Al- 
lentown, Pa., Sept, 29. Cast includes 
Peggy Dolan, Edward Fisher, Frank 
Finnerty, Marion Bell, Louis Scott, 
Evelyn Clark, Ruth Joyce and 
others. 

“Ship Shapes” to be presented 
next week at the Cape Playhouse, 


Dennis, Cape Cod. Production 
group did “Cape Cod Follies” last 
season. Book and lyrics by Stewart 


3aird; music by 
Lew Kesler. 
to New York. 


Road ‘Sketch Book’ 


Earl Carroll has begun recasting 
“Sketch Book” for road and will 
plac. the new lineup in rehearsal 
next week. 

Will Mahoney, William Demarest 
and Three Sailors, all of whom ap- 
peared in the revue in New York, 


Peggy Ellis 
Due in Boston 


and 
prior 


will be retained surrounded by 
practicaliy a new group of prin- 
cipals, 


“Sketch Book” reopens in Chi- 
eago next month, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Elissa Landi, English actress, for 
“A Farewell to Arms,” being pre- 


sented by A. H. Woods. 


Week Aug. 25, Loew’s, Boston 


ANZA 


TICKET COMPLICATIONS 


(Continued from page 60) 
to bring any price. That will be 
done away with, since agency buys 
are out. Lower floor tickets to be 
sold under the box office price may 
be sent to the cut rates by -the 
theatre, however, 


The publicity depart- 
ment active, with Lodevick 
Vroom in charge. Vroom is acting 
without pay at this time because 
he is gen, mgr. for Gilbert Miller, 
one of the League’s sponsors. He 
is designing a primer for distribu- 
tion, the booklet to outline the aims 
of the League and to explain to the 
public what the system is. About 
a half million copies may be printed. 
Cost is expected to be assumed by 
the Postal Telegraph, designated by 
the League to take orders for 
tickets from out of town. ’ 


Vroom is credited with a state- 
ment from Al Smith, who is on the 
League's’ board. The statement, 
given prominence in the dailies, ex- 
pressed Smith’s confidence in the 
success of the League. He urged 
the public to support it, get rid of 
the gyp ticket speculator and to 
buy at the box offices which, he 
said, have plenty of tickets. 


The League in advs. in the the- 
atre programs suggests the secur- 
ing of tickets at the box office di- 
rect where “locations desired” are 
available. That is inaccurate, since 
the biggest proportion of’ the pre- 
ferred locations are either in the 
hands of the agencies or not re- 
turned to the box offices until an 
hour before curtain time, 


Powell’s Horse Sense 


(Continued from page 1) 

and better salaries are what brought 
him to pictures. He always realized 
the hazards of stage life, but isn’t 
temperamental enough to enjoy it. 
To him, his publie is merely a 
customer. As long as they like the 
goods he has to offer, well.and good, 
but he is cold-blooded about them. 


For this reason Mr. Powell doesn’t 
think much of personal appearances. 
He feels actors should. only be seen 
in their choice moments on the 
screen, so that no illusions will be 
destroyed. Crowds who rush to see 
film stars in person are the same 
crowds that rush to see the bodies of 
murderers, he says. Nothing really 
flattering about it. 


Mr. Powell likes the hero roles he 
now plays, for the money that is in 
them. 

“I don’t crave to be a suffering 
hero,” he said, “but suffering heroes 
make more money than heavies.” 


However, he never wants to play 
a ladies’ man role on the screen. 
“Any man who sets himself up as 
one before whom women prostrate 
themselves,” he said, “is taking a 
chance. He immediately sets up an 
antagonism, and most people are in- 
clined to think, ‘Well, let him show 
us.” 

“I'll never forget,” Mr. Powell re- 
marked, “when one reviewer in Hol- 
lywood wrote a story about me with 
the heading, ‘The Wittiest Man in 
Hollywood.’ I had the deuce of a 
time after that. I may be a wise- 
cracker, but I'm far from a wit. My 
friends kidded the life out of me. 
‘Well, Will,’ they would say, ‘how 
about it? We haven't heard any- 
thing very witty from you tonight.’ 
So, you see, it’s pretty bad to be put 
in a predicament where you are 
bound to fall short. 


Business of Acting 


” 


“But, as I have said before,” the 
star continued, “I think that an 
actor’s business is to act and not to 
talk about himself. That reminds 
me of a story John Charles Thomas 
told me the other night. It seems 
that a picture actor who had been 
holding out over himself for some 
while at last became a bit self-con- 
scious and said, ‘I have been talking 
about myself for a long time. Let’s 
—wel!l, let’s talk about you now. 
What do you think of my latest 
picture?’ 

“IT told John I wouldn’t give him 
the screen rights to that,’ William 
added. 

One reason Mi. Powell avoids in- 
terviewers is because if they don’t 
ask him about his love life, they ask 
whether he wears cotton, wool, or 
silk b. v. d.’s, ete. He doesn’t always 
wear silk ones, and he doesn’t think 
he should reveal that fact to the 
fan mags. It's quite a problem, but 
Mr. Powell thought maybe “Variety” 
wouldn't mind 


NOT GIVE 
GUARANTEES 


Legit booking offices in New 
York “with the good of ‘the road? 
at heart” for legit shows are re. 
peatedly burning up managers of 
civic auditoriums over the country 
by demanding ridiculous guarane 
tees. 

Aiditorium directors have decid. 
ed not to give any guarantee to any 
attraction. They logically estimate 
that the legit bookers would like te 
book their flops under the guarane 
tee system, since if the bookerg 
knew their shows could draw into 
the big places, there need be no 
worry over the box office receipts. 

New York’s ‘legit bookers take 
thier cue on the belief that every- 
one off Broadway is a chump 
through the boob Texas State Fair 
at Dallas, That fair for years 


guaranteed a girly stage musical, to 
stay there 10 days and clean up. 
Finally when the Shuberts sent 
their: flop “Red Robe” into the Dal- 
las Fair on the usual guarantee and 
costing the fair $100,000, that an- 
nual event took a tumble. 


15 Big Auditoriums 


About 15 big civic auditoriums in 

the U. S., out of a total of around 
25, are thoroughly equipped for road 
stage shows or $2 talkers. Their 
managers refuse a guarantee, but 
the legit booking offices, especially 
Jules Murry, of the Shuberts’, are 
persistent in stating that is the only 
way these big capacity places can 
get their stage shows. 
Properly scaled, ballyhooed and 
handled, with advance work by ex- 
perienced agents, a good stage at- 
traction can not fall down in any 
of the 15 auditoriums, unless the 
fault lies with the attraction, As 
civic ventures, the auditoriums re- 
ceived the support and promotion 
of the local official forces, dailies 
and the public. All the auditoriums 
have to protect themselves against 
are the cheating turkeys New York 
producers like to send out on the 
road as original productions. 


The auditoriums have the edge 
since they can fill in their open time 
with stage attractions, but do not 
necessarily have to use them. All 
local sports events and conventions 
are held in the places, with the ree 
spective cities accepting any audie 
torium deficit as publicity for the 
town. 


Promoting Road 

By way of doing what it can in 
bringing legit road conditions back 
to some sort of a resemblance of 
the good old days when shows were 
many and jobs plenty the TPR has 
designated a .smmittee to promote 

It embraces Mitchell T. Middlee 
ton, Fred T. Whitby, Thomas C. 


Leonard, Charles R. Baker and 
Frank T. Kintzing. 


BONDS 


For New Productions 


With the new season ap- 
proaching and the theatrical 
producers looking forward 
hopefully to 1930-31, are you 
faced with the problem of se- 
curing bonds for your new 
shows. 


Let Us Take the Worry 
Off Your Hands. Phone 


JOHN J. KEMP 


Specialist in All Lines 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave. New York City 


Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 
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Bi way Cooler and Grosses Bigger; 


Belasco's Hit: 


Coolness last week made for in- 
ereases in grosses. One musical 
leaped over $20,000 on the previous 


hot week. 

Thuis week did not start as well. 
Now 18 shows on the list, four 
more than last week. Three re- 
sumed, while two new ones arrived, 
as against one sudden withdrawal. 

Five were listed last week in cut 
rates, where entire allotments were 
disposed of. This week eight, the 
trio of second engagements being 
represented. 

Of the new shows “Dancing Part- 
ner,” at the Belasco, is an indicated 
hit. Nearly $20,000 its first full 
week. “Ladies All” got its first 
break, doing over $12,000 at the Mo- 
roscq, “Suspense,” last week’s only 
premiere, was the new season’s first 
flop, taken off at the Fulton. 
“Through the Night,” Masque, got 
a pasting on Monday night’s open- 
ing. 
Vanities” went to $50,000, the 
highest gross since opening. “Fly- 
ing High” bettered $33,000; “Gar- 
rick Gaieties’ went over $15,000 
again, good for modest revue. 

Listed for next week are “9th 
Guest,” Eltinge; “Torch Song,” 
Plymouth; “Second Little Show,” 
Royale, and “Cafe,” Ritz. “Stepping 
Sisters” moves from the Royale to 
the Forrest. 

Estimates Last Week 


“Apron Strings,” 48th St. (37th 
week) (C-969-$3). Goes on tour 
after next week, opening in Boston 
Labor Day; up, with last week 
$7,500. 

“Dancing Partner,” Belasco (3d 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Off to big 
start; cool weather 2d week brought 
virtual capacity; nearly $20,000. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse 
(38d week) (C-870-$3.85). Went 
upward along with field; over $10,- 
000. “Cafe” slotted for Ritz instead 
of here, 

“Flying High,” Apollo (25th week) 
(M-1,168-$5.50). Jumped back to 
standee trade most of last week; 
over $33,000; looks good well into 
new season. 


Garrick Gaieties,”’ Guild (12th 
week) (R-951-$3). Has made 
money; with only three musicals 


until this week, demand for all 
jumped; improved to nearly $15,500. 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (26th 
week) (CD-1,050-$4.40). Dramatic 
smash continues to clean up; $23,- 
600 last week, virtual capacity. 

“Hot Rhythm,” Times Sq. (lst 
week) (R-1,057-$3). Colored mu- 
sical presented by Will Morrissey; 
opened yesterday (19). 

“Journey’s End,” Henry Miller’s 
(3d week, 2d engagement) (D-946- 
$3). About doubled first week of 
resumed date; $6,000, under condi- 


‘tions, okay. 


.. “Ladies All,” Morosco (4th week) 
(C-893-$3). Weather provided bet- 
ter line on chances; over $12,000, 
which should be satisfactory. 

“Last Mile,” Harris (28th week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Due out after another 
week, though date may be ex- 
tended; $10,000. 

“Lost Sheep,” Selwyn (ist week), 
2a engagement) (C-1,067-$3). Re- 
opened Monday, due in Chicago; 
here for at least two weeks, and may 
Stay longer. 

“Lysistrata,” 44th 
week) (C-1,323-$5.50). 
last week; $30,000. 

“Stepping Sisters,” Royale (18th 
week) (F-1,118-$3). Continues to 
good attendance at cut rates; $5,000 
last week; moves to Forrest Mon- 


Street (12th 
Away up 


day; second “Little Show” here 
next week. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon 
(49th week) (C-830-$3.85). Climbed 


upward to nearly $17,000; matter of 
weather for hits. 

“Suspense,” Fulton. Taken off 
Saturday after one week; house re- 
lights soon with ‘“That’s’. the 
Woman.” 

“Topaze,” Barrymore (ist week, 
2d engagement) (C-1,090-$3). Closed 
in summer. Resumed Mon- 

ay. 

“Through the Night,” Masque (1st 
week) (CD-700-$3). Presentes in- 
dependently (Pilgrim Productions); 
written by Samuel Ruskin Golding 
{is} Paul Dickey; opened Monday 

“Young Sinners,” Shubert (ist 
week 2d engagement) (C-1,395-$3). 
Made good run of it last season; 
resumed Monday. 

“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (8th 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Away up, 
With virtual capacity during last 
week; cool weather credited for ap- 
proximate $50,000 gross; biggest 
figure since opening. 


Musicals in the Coast air include 
another early California operetta 
by Aubrey Stauffer (of “Oh, Susan- 
na,”), which Fay Marbe is consid- 
ering. Also Jack Laughlin’s idea 
to tie up seven prologs with a 
thread of comedy and call it an 
evening. He’s been talking the idea 
to the Mayan theatre management, 
which is planning some kind of a 
musical for latter September. 


Season's Ist Flop 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

One of the most consistent en- 
gagements from a box office this 
season has been Belasco’s “Wise 
Child” last week in its bow out 
seven days, around $14,000. 

None of the four weeks has varied 
more than $1,000 in receipts with 
the tendency toward a build from 
the opening. 

“Candle Light” at the Geary in 2d 
week held up. Good notices and 
talk helped build. Nearly $12,000, 
which compares favorably with first 
week. 

“Fata Morgana” at Columbia 
drew class opening and consistent 
through week. Nice profit at 
$12,000. 


MAY CUT DOWN LEGITS 
IN PHILLY THIS FALL 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 
Philly legit season opens Monday 
(25) with the premiere, at the 


Broad Street theatre, of George M. 
Cohan’s new production, ‘“Sym- 
phony and Jazz’ by Dr. Louis 


Anspacher. This is two months 
earlier than last year’s opening 
when the musicians’ strike held up 
things until Oct. 28. 

From indications, the opening 
dates and booking situation this 
fall are about on a par with those 
of the last five years. 

Labor Day will see the Lywic with 
Sam Harris’s tryout, “Once in a 
Lifetime,” and the Garrick with 
Hammerstein’s “Luana.” Forrest 
Labor Day week will have “Three 
Little Girls.” Eighth, Adelphi opens 
with Donald Meek in “Broken 
Dishes.” 

Erlanger, back in the legit fold 
as one of the Erlanger chain, is 
reported as opening with “Sweet 
Adeline” some time after the middle 
of September, while the Walnut, so 
far, has announced no booking and 
probabiy won’t get under way until 
Oct. 1. 

With evidence that legit houses 
must be cut down all over circuits 
for any real profit, some on the 
inside say the Shuberts will replace 
Lyric and Adelphi with Walnut and 
Locust, giving up Keith’s, and pos- 
sibly the Chestnut. 

Some doubt about the Erlanger 
also. A number of producers re- 
fuse to book this big new house 
because of location. 


Salary and Percentage 
Allow ‘Love Technique’ 
Break Even at $7,000 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Sweet fall weather brought cus- 
tomers to tke two open legit box 
offices. An added grand for the 
summer grinder, “Sisters of the 
Chorus,” over week before. ‘Love 
Technique,” the Boul Mich new- 
comer, had ordinary seven days. 

What new pieces are set for town 
are still a week or more off. 

“Love Technique” may be break- 
ing even with its $7,000 gross, after 
the house’s share. This company is 
reported peculiarly hooked up, with 
Lou Tellegen, its star, receiving a 
salary of $200 weekly with a -per- 
centage of the gross. Other princi- 
pals also in on like slight terms, 
givieg the management little actual 
set overhead. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Love Technique” (Studebaker, 3d 


week.) New comedy with Lou Tel- 
legen. Off to pan start; around 
$7,000. May be enough for show to 


break on hook-up. 

“Sisters of Chorus” (Apollo, ~5th 
week.) Homelife of gals of the 
chorus still going strong. Up to $11,- 
000. Considered fixture until the 
other shops open. 


‘Hello Paris’ at 46th St. 


The Shuberts have decided to 
start rehearsals on the Chick Sale 
show, “Hello Paris!” Aug. 24, with 
a Newark opening set for Sept. 15. 

Its New York premiere will be 
at the Chanin 46th, Sept. 22. 

Jack Good, with it in Chi, has 
been transferred to Shuberts’ 
“Duchess of Chicago.” Lillian Taiz, 
another Sale cast member, is with 
“Artists and Models.” 

Olive Olsen is added for 
Paris!’’ 


“Hello 


Revived for Chicago 
“House of Fear,’ mystery melo, 
being revived for Chicago by 
Charles E. Blaney and Raymond 
Payton. 
Cecil Spooner heads cast. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“That’s the Woman” (C. B. 
Dillingham), Fulton. 

“The Up and Up” (Blatt & 
Nicholas), Biltmore. 

“Everybody Wecome” (Jos. 
M. Gaites), Bijou. 

“The Long Road” (Herman 
Ganvoort), Longacre. 

“House of Fear” (Blaney & 
Payton), Union Church. 

“Symphony and Jazz” (Geo. 
M. Cohan), Cort. 

“Insult” (Shuberts), 
bassador. 

“Symphony in Two Flats” 
(Shuberts), 49th St. 

“The Greeks Had a Name 
for It” (Wm. Harris, Jr.), Har- 
ris. 

“With Privileges” (Adler & 
Gerton), Hudson. 

“Reunion” (Bela Blau), Mo- 
, rosco. 

“Nina Rosa” (Shuberts), Ma- 
jestic. 

“Blackbirds” (Lew Leslie), 
Leslie Hall. 

“Uncle Vanya” (Jed Harris), 
National. 

“Princess Charming” (Con- 
nolly & Swanstrom), Imperial. 


STARTS NEW 
SEASON WITH 
DARK SPOTS 


Am- 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Loop legit season is off to a nor- 
mal start. Only houses not set for 
openings are Adelphi (Woods), Ma- 
jestic and Great Northern (Shku- 
bert). 

With “Love Technique,” which 
opened Aug. 7 at the Studebarker, 
as the starter, “House of Fear’ fol- 
lows at the Playhouse Aug. 24. 
“Sex” goes into the Garrick, Mae 
West-ized, Aug. 25, and “It’s a Wise 
Child” opens at the Erlanger 
Sept. 28. 

“Lost Sheep” at the Selwyn Aug. 
30, and “Young Sinners” at the 
Apollo same night. “Sisters of the 
Chorus,” current at the Apollo, is 
to open in Detroit Sept. 1. “The 
Last Mile” relights the Harris 
Sept. 1. 

“Artists and Models” is slated for 
Sept. 8 at the Grand. Repeated. 

“The Last Mile” scheduled for 
only four weeks followed in the 
Harris by “Dishonored Lady.” I- 
linois opens with “Sons o’ Guns.” 

At their Princess the Dramatic 
League of Chicago starts its second 
season Oct. 6, under Fred Dona- 
ghey’s direction. 


“Othello’s” Mixed Cast 


Although he disclaimed interest 
in presenting “Othello” with white 
and colored players as leads, Jed 
Harris now reported set to make 
the revival. 

Lillian Gish is to play Desdemona 
opposite the Othello of Paul Robe- 

The colored star appeared in that 
role in London last season, creating 
wide press comment. Length of 
engagement over there, however, 
was comparatively short. 


Newman Squares Equity; 
Producing “Bad Girl” 


Robert V. Newman has made ar- 
rangements for the erasure of his 
name from Equity’s unfair list. He 
will place his “Bad Girl’ into re- 
hearsal next week. 

Newman rated the bad boy list- 
ing at Equity through salary obli- 
gations on a previous production, 
but has squared with Equity, tem- 
porarily, anyway, by giving notes 
for the amounts due, to be col- 
lected weekly during the run of his 
new show. 

He will post a bond covering the 
latter before the show, goes into re- 
hearsal. 

Newman’s backer on the previous 
venture vamped and left the young 
producer holding the bag. Equity 
held Newman responsible since he 
had signed the contracts. 

“Bad Girl” is a dramatization of 
Vina Delmar’s novel of same title. 


No. 2 “Sinners” 
Shuberts will cast No. 2 “Young 
Sinners.” 
A second company out last sea- 


son folded after three weeks. 


Closed Shop 


on Casters? 


(Continued from Page 61) 

sion terms. They were invited to 
come in or else. A majority of the 
small fry agents hopped at the op- 
portunity, but the more representa- 
tive agencies held out. They fought 
Equity’s attempt to regulate their 


business, but were finally defeated. 
After this many of the die hard 
agents, even those who had financed 
the legal combat against Equity, 
swung into line and were granted 
permits. 

Permit Curtailment 


At a recent meeting of Equity 
Council it was practically decided 
that since 51 agents had been 
granted permits that some addi- 
tional measures should be taken on 
new applications as_ curtailment 
measure against the legit field be- 
ing over-agented. The questionnaire 
system was adopted and few li- 
censes since have been granted. 
The licensing privilege is passed 
upon weekly by regular meetings of 
Equity Council. Although not hav- 
ing gone on record as denying per- 
mits, it has not acted one way or 
another on_ several applications 
submitted weeks ago. The stall is 
taken for granted that such permits 
will not be issued. 


An amendment made to the orig- 
inal agent permit with revision 
now having three classes instead of 
two as formerly, and also making it 
unrevokable excepting for cause 
until June 1, 1931. First class of the 
new division characterizes the hold- 
er as an employment agent sending 
applicants en masse to compete for 
engagements, with agents limited to 
5% of earnings for the first 10 
weeks, Second is issued under class 
of Personal Representative, guaran- 
teeing the player 20 weeks’ employ- 
ment, not necessarily consecutive, 
yearly, and permitted a fee of 10% 
weekly for life of all such engage- 
ments. Third division is special 
employment 1-presentative who per- 
sonally places the player and sets 
salary over $125 a week, for which 
he is entitled a commission of 
10% weekly on engagements made 
through his efforts. 

Equity Permit Agencies 

Current list of agents operating 
under Equity permits include A. H. 
Bendix, M. S. Bentham, Harry 
Bestry, Ben Boyer, Pauline Boyle, 
Sam Collins, Edward Davidow, 
Ralph Farnum, Frieda Fisbein, Jo- 
seph Gilbert, Matt Grau, Sylvia 
Hahlo, Louis Hallett, Max Hart, 
Jenie Jacobs, Jack Linder, Lyons 
& Lyons, Leslie Morosco, Nat 
Mortan, Percy Oakes, Herman Pa- 
ley, Richard Pitman, Louis Redel- 
sheimer, Roehm and_ Richards, 
Louis Shurr, Alf T. Wilton, Geor- 
gia Wolfe, George Wood, Ethel 
Golden, Packard Agency, Murray 
Phillips, Tom Rooney, Jane Broder, 
Richard Madden, Paul Scott, Wales 
Winter, Lowell King, James Dealey, 
Bruce Smith, Taylor & King, Hap 
Ward, M. E. Webster, Chamberlain 
Brown, Collins & Adams, Immense 
Thespian, Inc., Fred Rycroft, Wal- 
ter Batchelor, Leo Fitzgerald, 
James Ashley, Edith Burrows, Con- 
cert Management Bureau and Jud- 
son Arthur, Inc. 

Several of those listed are ope- 
rating under dual licenses, as em- 
ployment agents and special repre- 
sentatives. 

No Favorites 

Squawks that Equity was favor- 
ing the Theatrical Artists’ Repre- 
sentatives’ Association by outside 
agents who have thus far been 
unsuccessful in getting Equity per- 
mits was denied at Equity. The 
latter is merely recognizing the as- 
sociation as a body, who, if sin- 
cere to clean up the evils of agent- 
ing ranks within, will continue to 
be recognized by Equity after the 
same fashion as the Managers’ 
Protective Association for produc- 
ers and Dramatists’ Guild for the 
playwrights. 

Equity has stressed the point 


at 


With the stage at Warners Holly- 
wood on Broadway brought out 
during its recent closure, it is now 
adaptable to any stage show. 

A Warner exec stated within the 
week there will be most certainly 
one or more musical stage produc- 
tions in the Hollywood during the 
present season. Just now the house 


is holding a Warner special talker, 
“Moby Dick,” at $2 top. It’s in on 
a@ run. 


that membership in the T. A. R. A, 
does not automatically cause grant- 
ing of license at Equity. It’s just 
the reverse, Equity says, with ap- 
plicants for membership in the or- 
ganized agent group having to 
first be granted a permit by Equity 
before becoming eligible for mem- 
bership in the agents’ association, 


T. A. R. A. Members 


Despite 51 licensed agents, there 
are but 15 of these thus far listed 
in the T. A. R. A. That list in- 
cludes James Ashley, Milton Col- 
lins, Gus Adams, M. S. Bentham, 
Murray Phillips, Richard Pitman, 
Roehm & Richards, Walter Batche- 
lor, James Dealey, Harry Bestry, 
Ed. Davidow, Leo Fitzgerald, Max 
Hart, Jenie Jacobs, Lyons & Lyons, 
and Louis Shurr. 


Among active agems not having 
been granted permits are William 
Morris, case now pending; Jerry 
Cargill, Lou Irwin, Samuels Musi- 
cal Bureau and Dick LaMarr. The 
latter, aside from Morris, have not 
heard either way as to whether li- 
censes will be granted or refused, 
Cargill and Irwin, especially, have 
been in the business for years and 
should qualify since both have de- 
veloped talent and have unimpeach- 
able reputations in the business, 
Cargill, although previously con- 
centrating upon picture casting, 
added a legit casting branch to his 
agency and has made several place- 
ments for forthcoming productions 
which will become a total loss un- 
less a permit is granted. 


Drop Outs? 


In addition to holding back on is- 
suance of new permits, Equity is 
reported as ready to dump some of 
those now in, but would neither af- 
firm nor deny that report. Any 


agent other than those holding the | 


amended contract can be dropped 
without cause or arbitration, but in 
other cases matters would have to 
be arbitrated before the toss out. 


The main teeth in the new ques- 
tionnaire is proposed to keep the 
sharpshooters out, those attempting 
to be granted personal representa- 
tive licenses. calling for a 20% cut 
through guaranteeing 20 weeks’ em- 
ployment, and not in a position 
financially to back up the guaran- 
tee. It also aims to keep out fore 
mer indie bookers and club agents, 
diverting to legit casting merely as 
a side line instead of a regular 
business, and creating uncalled for 
opposition for the already licensed 
agents making legit casting their 
business. 

Rejecting Permits 

That Equity intends to limit the 
agency field as much as possible is 
plainly shown by its rejection of 
seven applications for permits last 
week, also by the fact that steps 
had been taken to rescind the per- 
mits of five casters. The latter 
move was taken on the grounds of 
inactivity, not maintaining an office 
or not solely in the agency busi- 
ness. 

Equity, in refusing to grant per- 
mits sought, stated the rejections 
were not to be regarded as personal 
reflections on the applicants. They 
appeared before the Council, and 
were asked a number of questions 
as to qualifications. None was suc- 
cessful. Those who failed to secure 
permits were Harry Pearl and Louis 
Walters, Weeden-Shultz agency, 
David S. Samuels, Richard La Marr, 
Lou Irwin, Nat S. Jerome and Jerry 
Cargill. 

Heavy Fines 


While it was expected that the 
William Morris agency would come 
to an agreement with Equity and 
secure a permit this week, that did 
not prevent Equity from invoking 


its rules and punishing two players 
who were placed in “Princess 
Charming” by the Morris office. 


Betty Gallagher and Douglas. Dum- 
brille were each fined three weeks’ 
salary, the money to be turned over 
to the Actors’ Fund. While the fines 
were regarded as being stiff, it was 
pointed out the players could have 
been suspended for doing business 
with an agency which had failed to 
take out a permit. 


The Theatrical Artists’ Represen- 
tatives Association, which recently 
took out permits in a body, is in ac- 
cord with Equity in closing the 
caster field to all except those al- 
ready having permits. It is said 


that that was one of the points in- 
sisted on by the agents. The latter’s 
association is said to have protested 
against the Morris office getting a 
permit. The Morris agency has been™ 
on its 


own in negotiations with 


Equity. 
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* * must remind readers every day her 
Literati reat fim wontie way ropean Runaround 
tober. 
Agent is now trying to think of 
7 a better one. By F rank Scully 
Insist on Date what it used to be. And Harry Life of Capone : 
i i Payne Burton is new ed. for Mac’s P On’ the Continent. 
peeereune i a yaa Spe Caisuakea’ Culture.” Well known newspaper man in Is there any trade rag as hard on its paying guests as those of the 
= ye r Chicago claims he has Al Capone’s/ show biz? Even the medical journals let a lot of chump stuff slide 


place the date of publication on 
their covers. Begins with the Sep- 
tember issue, out this week. 


’ Previously the mags were merely 
numbered, with the gag that they 
could remain for sale until dis- 
posed of. This worked to the ad- 
vantage of the publisher, who could 
refrain from getting out a new is- 
sue until the previous one had been 
sold in its entirety. Advertisers no 
like, however, because most of their 
advertisements, of a topical nature, 
might be outmoded and the effect 
nullified by late sales. 


Woon’s Bankruptcy 


Basil Woon has asked to be de- 
clared bankrupt in Los Angeles, 
offering six royalty contracts, total- 
ing $9,109.62, as his only assets. 


Woon values his royalty contract 
with Horac2 Liveright on “From 
Reauville to Monte Carlo” at $50, on 
“Cocktail Time in Cuba” at $25, his 
joint contract with Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce on “Men, Marriage, and Me” 
(MacCauley) at $25, on “Frantic At- 
lantic” (Knopf) at $15, on “Paris 
Not in the Guide Books” (Brentano) 
at $15, and on “The Real Sarah 
Bernardt” (Boni-Liveright) at noth- 
ing. 


Outs and Ins 
First George H. Doran quits 
Doubleday, Doran. Now George 
Palmer Putnam leaves G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons. Book business isn’t 


f A great story of the stage 
and of an actress mother 
whese influence carried on 
after she had made her exit. 


HAROLD BELL 


WRIGHT 


$2.00 wherever books 
are sold 

This is an Appleton Book 

D. APPLETON AND CO. 


With George Palmer Putnam out, 
Minton, Balch will become affiliated 
with the Putnam concern, with Mel- 
ville Minton and Earle Balch han- 
dling the editorial end of Putnam's, 
post formerly occupied by George 
Palmer Putnam. Minton, Balch will 
maintain its own identity, however. 


Back to Westerns! 

Film trends in story styles usually 
taken advantage of by the maga- 
zine publishers. With the western 
picture getting a good play again, 
the publishers see a revival of in- 
terest in the western tales and are 
preparing accordingly. George = 
Delacorte, Jr.’s publishing house is 
readying a western story mag for 
the fall, and it’s reported Fiction 
House will also get a new western 
story mag soon. Just when the 
scratch writers have gotten fully 
up on the air stuff! 


Peggy Wood’s Book Due 

Peggy Wood's book, “Actors—and 
People,” will be on the stands Aug. 
30, with D. Appleton & Co. publish- 
ing. 

The bound work is an assembly 
with many of the stories having 
previously appeared in the Saturday 
Evening Post. Miss Wood (Mrs. 
John Weaver) has been appearing 
in the London company of “Bitter 
Sweet.” Her husband, a writer for 
Paramount on the Coast, did not 
collaborate on the book in any way. 


Chi’s Fight Paper 
“Bang,” Chicago fight publication, 
was one year old last week. Maga- 
zine, which is the only trade paper 
of the fight business, is run by 
Eilly Stevens, formerly press agent 
with Berlin music company. 

Stevens claims that his paper is 
modeled exactly after “Variety,” 
containing fight grosses, a chatter 
column, inside stuff, and a literati 
section devoted to sports writers. 


Londoners Didn’t Fall 

One of the United Artists’ press 
agents trooped down to the London 
papers recently and offered a prop- 
osition. Said Gloria Swanson will 
take three English sobbies over to 
New York, properly chaperoned and 
everything; one condition, the paper 


35 West 32nd St., New York 


Exploitation!! 


You hear it now every day, everywhere. 


menced to feel its way, the 


Ex ploi 


Seventy-five years after the stage theatre started in 
this country and 15 years after the picture house com- 


show business discovered 


tation! 


Exploitation is Publicity of 


Exploitation is to exploit, to promote, to attract attention. 


some kind or other. 


“Variety” offers the best 
stage attraction or act throu 


That is weekly 
No 


Anyone’s name 


No theory. 


Exploitation. 
guess work. 


in “Variety” every week keeps that 
name before the entire show world. 


perpetual publicity for the 
gh its Publicity Campaign. 


Just a fact. 


sized appropriation. Each 


Special Publicity Plans 


may. be contracted for in “Variety,” to place a name be- 
fore the Show Public every week. 


These plans vary in price and may be adapted to any 


week by week in “Variety. 


Details Upon Application to Any “Variety” Office 


means Perpetual Publicity, 


” 


box office grosser, when it’s 


The surest money getter, the surest salary raiser, the surest 


Exploitation! 


right, ts 


“Variety” is always right for it 


O. K. to write the “Scarfaced” one’s 
life history. Title will read “Al 
Capone’s Life as told to —————.” 

An agreement is the yarn will 
only appear in book form or as a 
serial in a periodical, 

It must be turned over to Capone 
for approval. 


Mencken's Real Reason? 
Maybe H. L. Mencken is marrying 
Sara Powell Haardt because her 
new book, “The Making of a Lady,” 

is the only book he ever liked! 


“Hell’s Angels” Earnings 


(Continued from page 25) 
audience, Even some of the regu- 
lar picture reviewers dress up. 

Jean Harlow and Ben Lyon were 
there for personal appearances— 
also writer's cramp, signing their 
siggies on the swell booklet pro- 
grams H. Wayne Pierson got out. 
Both the Criterion and Gaiety 
marquees are punchily tungstened, 
each plugging the other house, al- 
though the general facade and ex- 
traordinarily favorable corner loca- 
tion of the Criterion gave it an 
unusual edge for text. Thus, the 
Crit waxed more verbose to the 
effect: “Both Up and Down Broad- 
way ‘Hell's Angels’ Is Bombarding 
Broadway.” 

The premiere day’s rain (Aug. 15) 
held up some of the tungsten adorn- 
ment until the very last minute. 
The Gaiety at 8:25 was still being 
dressed by bulbs and tubes. Crite- 
rion was in better shape. 

The cops were extra nice at the 
Criterion. A special detail was even 
less persistent about enforcing the 
against-lights’ crossings, to 
maintain that good-naturedness. 
The pollyanna manifestation was 
immediately impressive. 

Sam Hardy and Ben Lyon forced 
the mounted cops to “zowie” the 
sidewalk crush in order to make a 
news shot possible. 

At the picture’s conclusion, Hardy 
introduced Miss Harlow and Lyon 
at the Criterion. Both spoke 
graciously. Miss Harlow, across the 
foots and in physical close-up, im- 
pressed more favorably in person 
than on the screen, everything else 
considering, such as her characteri- 
zation, etc. At the Gaiety, Al Smith 
was the center of the intermission 
throng. 

The two players did not person- 
ally appear at the Gaiety. 

Odious comparison wilil necessarily 
crop up in the parallels of “Hell's 
Angels” and First National’s “Dawn 
Patrol.” The Hughes’ parailel situ- 
ation of the “night patrol” (as it’s 
called here) will make this similarity 
even more apparent, but where 
Hughes has so many million dollars’ 
more of extra value is that ultra- 
sizzling pash stuff. The sex makes 
it $2.50, and then some. Very hotsy- 
totsy and will get the flaps heaving 
heavy. 

Criterion’s premiere exhibition, in 
two parts, ran 125 minutes; 65 min- 
utes and 60. First half started at 
9.05 and intermission at 10.10. Re- 
sumed at 10.20 and finaled at 11.20. 
Gaiety in two parts ended earlier. 

No Censoring 

What’s more, so packed is it with 
action, speed, colorama, photo- 
graphic stupendousness and every 
other element to be associated with 
a press agent’s lexicon of super- 
lative adjectives, that it’ll make one 
wonder, on the slightest remin- 
iscense, whether all that he or she 
saw—a veritable cross-section of 
the war—could have transpired in 
sound-screen in a little more than 
two hours. 

The New York State censors left 
the picture alone, which saved the 
plenty sex in it. 

That first act finale was a wow, 
but the dramatic and sexy portions 
in the second half, running the 
gamut from the light lady’s expose, 
the behind-the-front honky-tonk 
sex stuff, and the behind-the-Ger- 
manlines’ heroism where one brother 
must deliberately assassinate his 
own brother in ,rder to Keep mili- 
tary secrets unexposed, is the final 
convincer, 

This picture actually cost Hughes 
$3,800,000. He may get it back, even 
with the 35% distribution cost to 
United Artists, and that means a 
terrific $6,000,000 gross. Some film 
men say it will go to $7,500,000. 

Its foreign sales (outside the U. 
S.) should not fall below $2,500,000, 
probably possible top in foreign 
lands at present. English dialog 
will not hold this air wonder down 
abroad. 


This “source” racket, for instance, 

All Europe is overboard with springs, baths, muds and hooey for 
curing any or every ill. : 

Each stakes out a certain part of the human body and claims it can 
cure anything in that territory. 

The croakers’ trade papers pass them up and pan some rival pill 
peddler instead. 

How do they start? 

Some sappo in Caesar’s army, suffering from a crick in the neck, 
drinks a fiasco or goblet of water from a spring. Next morning his 
pain is gone! It must have been the water. 

The pulse-takers immediately slap a shed over the “source,” and 
from that moment on the place is known as a cure-resort for arthritis 
—or rheumatism, or whatever the croakers know how to spell. 

And “source,” incidentally, is pronounced “soorce,” not “sauce,” by 
the frogs who operate them. 


Good for a Hangover 

Some admit the cure gag is secondary to the fashionable side of 
their resorts. People go because everybody is going. Vichy, for in- 
stance, is a gay dog’s spot, with plenty of ankle appraisers. 

Evian is even more so, The water at Evian is good drinking water, 
but the only thing it ever cured was a hangover. Its chief advantage is 
that you're not likely to get typhoid as you might from drinking bad 
water from a tap. 

Perrier, a natural gaseous water, more so than Vichy, is known best 
because it makes such a fine whiskey and soda. 

Aix-les-Bains, Brides-les-Bains (and even the one called, like Baden- 
Baden, Bains-les-Bains!) are external instead of internal baths. These 
have a big appeal to well-nourished dames or picture stars who fear 
they’re going that way. 

In Mussolitaly, Montecatini and Salsomaggiore are two favored spots, 
with some really serious work being done at Salso. 

But these, like all the others, play the entertainment side heavy, even 
to 80-piece symphony orchestras. 


No Checkup on Cures 

In Germany the Carlsbads, Bad Ems, Bad Neuheims, Wiesbadens: 
and such are hardly more serious. 

Not one bases Its cure exclusively on its water or goo. There’s always 
a lot of hot baths (even where the “sources” are cold), massaging, 
artificial sun-treatments and a set of electric gimmicks for taking out 
pains. 

These would do you as much good in your own home town hospital. 
For the over-eaters who are lazy in their elimination duties, these 
cures are a good idea, but it isn’t the specific water that’s curing the 
wart. It’s the routine of drinking plenty of it on an empty stomach. 


Chiseling at Cut Rates 

For a publisher’s conference on a biography of the master showman 
of the world (living), this roving mugg recently was dragged off to 
Vittel in the Vosges mountains. Vittel is a cure-spot not far from 
Domremy where Joan of Are was born. The cure-croakers there differ 
in no respects from elsewhere. 

You can’t walk up and take a swig of water. You first have to have 
a croaker frisk you of 25 bucks, unless you squawk, when you might 
get it down to two. Chiseling okay. 

Then you pay a dollar for a card to enter the park and another dollar 
if you want the water in your hotel room. 

But suppose you don’t want to sit in the park? 
buck goes, regardless. 


No matter. That 


Slice of Water for Breakfast 

What does your cure consist of? Well, if you really have a bad joint 
somewhere the water isn’t enough. So the pill-peddler orders a sulphur 
something for you to take on waking, and a salts something on retire 
ing. 

At 9 a. m. you get a glass of water, another at 9:30 and a third at 10. 
Lay off then till noon. 

That means three glasses of water and no breakfast. Give any guy 
that, even out of a tap, in summer for three weeks, and it will do him 
a world of good. 

Most of the pseudo-sick sappos over-eat anyway. A two-a-day diet 
for three weeks is only evening things up a bit. Then if they get 
hungry about 4 in the afternoon, three more glasses of water till dinner 
time. The mere thought of it takes away the appetite of a lot of people. 

The hoke is the “source.” Ask why you can’t take the same cure 
at home (they ship bottles of waters out at the rate of 300,000 to a mil- 
lion a day), you’re told, “‘Ah,-but it’s stronger at the “source.” 


Tapping Show Biz 

Realizing that even the magic word “source” couldn’t get whole 
families to travel thousands of miles, the boys running these places 
tap the show biz for support. ; 

Each resort has a casino. There you can gamble, see a musical 
comedy, or an old silent picture, watch some nudes writhe through 4 
turn, hoof to an American jazz band or otherwise. 

The number of bands playing these spots has never been computed. 
Nor the adagio dancers. 

Every place has a tango orchestra, as m. c.’s of these places love to 
shoot in one snaky, sexy spic dance to every two or three hot numbers. 

Croakers advise a layoff of wines, beers, whiskey and champagnes. 
This advice is followed in moderation. It tends, though, to reduce the 
hilarity if nothing else. 

By midnight these cure towns fold, as everybody starts over again 
at nine the next morning. 


Button Up Your Overcoat 

They run from the middle of May till the middle of September, with 
the price tilt in July and August when everybody goes. 

To go earlier or later you’d drown or freeze to death. It follows that 
any place full of springs must have plenty of rain to supply them. 

There are so many now that except for the regular 10% service tap 
a 4% government tax (announced for tourist consumption as taken oft 
in Paris but actually operating everywhere in the sticks) and a tax de 
sejour (resort tax) of about $3 a head, there’s no great boosting of 
prices over what you'd pay in town. 

These hotels, of course, have no steam heat, as they close in winter. 
Hence the need of overcoats while drinking ice water instead of eating 
breakfast. 

Now and then the sun comes out, when everybody promptly goes to 
a sidewalk cafe and gets tight in celebration. 


Liniment and Cognac—Real Cure 

When the season folds the circus does too. The croakers hit out for 
Paris or the Riviera—the bands, gigolos, bag-slingers, artistes and 
racketeers followinig close behind. 

Snow falls on the “source,” and the native soaks his rheumatic knee 
in horse liniment (the water curing for everybody else doesn’t seem to 
cure him), wraps it in hot flannel, takes a swig of scorching cognac and 
sleeps till spring. 


It’s the nuts. 
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MUSIC 


VARIETY 


MUSIC BIZ 


New York, Aug. 17. 

Barely a change in conditions 
during July from that of the pre- 
ceding month. Sales remained at 
a low ebb, though here and there 
a slight improvement in conditions 
became noticeable, which to many 
forecasted that the ice of bad biz 
was breaking and conditions would 
soon improve. It all boded well 
for the current month (August). 

Taken as a whole, it was not 
so forte and the majority of the 
industry were still glancing at the 
meager orders “with tears in their 
eyes.” 

Jobbers reported that July show- 
ed barely an upgrade stroke on the 
graph of sheet music business. 
Nevertheless they, too, were opti- 
mistic regarding the outlook. 

“Springtime In the _ Rockies,” 
Villa-Moret’s hill-billy, retains its 
first position for the third consecu- 
tive month, but this time closely 
contested by “Dancing With Tears” 
(Witmarks), which gave it royal 
battle but finally gave ground be- 
fore “Springtime.” These two songs 
exchanged first place ratings dur- 
ing the weeks of July, but “Spring- 
time” finally got the better of the 
contest. 

Second spot for “Dancing With 
Tears” is the second consecutive 
time that song has won the deuce 


spot. 


Feist Songs Up 

“You Brought a New Kind of 
Love to Me” (Famous), popularized 
by Chevalier in “Big Pond,” drew 
the third rung away from Fischer’s 
tenacious “Stein Song,” which 
slumped from the trey of last 
month’s survey to fifth in this. 
Feist’s “If I Had a Girl Like You” 
(pop), remains in the same spotting 
as during June, namely fourth. An- 
other Feist tune, “Down the River 
of Golden Dreams,” also a pop, 
climbed upward until it rested in 
the sixth berth, taking that spot 
away from “I’m In the Market For 
You” (Red Star), which held it 
during June. 

Another Feist song trod close 
upon the heels of “Down the River,” 
but lost out. It was “It Happened 
in Monterey,” from “King of Jazz,” 
and showed up well during the en- 
tire month of July. 

Hiding just behind the latter song 
and assuming a strong position for 
August were “My Future Just 
Passed” (Famous), from “Safety in 
Numbers,” and Berlin’s pop, “Old 
New England Moon.” 


Discs Still Off 


Disc sales remained, as_ usual, 
very slow. One disc company re- 
ported that sales during July were 
dull, stating as its reason, “due, 
no doubt, to the excessive heat 
combined with general business 
conditions.” Another’ recording 
company reported that business had 
already shown signs of improve- 
ment and was “picking up nicely.” 

Victor shows practically the same 
list of best sellers for July as it 
did for June. Both discs listed num- 
bers one and two in this survey 
held the same positions in the last 
survey. “You Brought a New Kind 
of Love to Me,” with “Livin’ in the 
Sunlight,” took third place away 
from “My Heart Belongs to the Girl” 
and “Song Without a Name,” which 
held third during June, but in this 
Survey disappears from the list. 
“Stein Song” and “Springtime,” 
fourth and fifth respectively in this 
Survey, are in the exact positions 
held in the last survey. “Cheer 
Up,” backed with “Swinging in a 
Hammock,” swooped up to scoop 
the bottom notch, number six, from 
“Tm in the Market for You,” which 
was there for June. 


Columbia’s New Slate 


Columbia’s entire list is a clean 
Slate, none of the discs on this sur- 
vey having been listed previously. 
“Old New England Moon” copped 
first away from “You're the Sweet- 
est Girl This Side of Heaven,” 
which, though number one for June, 
had no rating for July. 

Brunswick also comes up with a 
new list of favorites, not one of the 
sixth best on this list having ap- 
peared previously. “Around the 
Corner” and “Dancing With Tears,” 
one and two respectively for June, 
aren’t even rated for July. Instead 
their places are taken by “I’m Only 
Human After All” and “Swinging 
in a Hammock.” 


Chicago, Aug. 17. 
Five of the six sheet music lead- 
ers of the previous month held their 


JULY MUSIC 


SUR 


VEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS !N SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORNS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING JULY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 


Reported by Leading Jobbers 


NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
No. 1—SONG “Springtime in the Rockies” (Pop) “Springtime in the Rockies” (Pop) : woo with Tears in My Eyes” 
(Pop 
No. 2—SONG “Dancing with Tears in My Eyes”|“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes”|“You Brought a New Kind of Love” 
(Pop) (Pop) (“Big Pond’) 
No. 3—SONG “You Brought a New Kind of Love”|“You Brought a New Kind of Love”|“It Happened in Monterey” (“King of 
(“Big Pond’) (“Big Pond’’) Jazz”) 
No. 4—SONG “if | Had a Girl Like You” (Pop) “Stein Song” (Pop) “Stein Song” (Pop) 
No. 6&—SONG “Stein Song” (Pop) “If | Had a Girl Like You” (Pop) “So Beats My Heart for You” (Rah, 
Rah, Daze,” prod.) . 
No. 6—SONG “Down the River of Golden Dreams” | “I’m in the Market for You” (“High| “Singing a Song to the Stars” (“Way 


(Pop) 


Society Blues’) 


Out West”) 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 
Side responsible for the major sales are only reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


sales, both 


sides are mentioned: 


BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


“I’m Only Human After All” (Colonial 
Club Orch.) 


“What’s the Use?” (Isham Jones Orch.) 


“So Beats My Heart for You,” “Sing- 
ing a Song to the Stars” (Earl Burt- 
nett Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 2 
ing Orch.) 


“Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Bob Har- 


“So Beats My Heart” (bari Burtnett 
Orch.) 


“My Pretty Quadroon,” “When it's 
Harvest Time” (Beverly Hill Billies) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


“| Love You So Much” (Bob Haring 


“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 


“Bloom Is On the Sage,” “Red River 


Orch.) (Regent Club Orch.) Valley” (Beverly Hill Billies) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 “Hittin’ the Bottle,” “Out f a Clear} “Springtime in the Rockies” (Ray Mil-|“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 
Blue Sky” (Colonial Club Orch.) ler Orch.) (Regent Club Orch.) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 “Singing a Song to the Stars,” “Myj|“Around the Corner” (Tom Gerun| “Spirits,” “I’m a Ding Dong Daddy” 
a. Beiongs to the Girl” (Nick} Orch.) (Slatz Randall Orch.) 
ucas 


BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


“Bye, Bye, Blues” (Tom Cline’s Orch.) 


“Stein Song” (Colonial Club Orch.) 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love,” 
“Livin’ in the Sunlight” (Ben Bernie) 


COLUMBIA—No. 1 “Old New 


England Moon” (Paul 


Whiteman Orch.) 


“Rolling Down the River” (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch.) 


“Old New England Moon,” “Sitting On 
a Rainbow” (Paul Whiteman Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 2 


“Yellow Dog Blues” (Ted Lewis Band) 


“Singing a Song to the Stars,” “Be 
Careful with Those Eyes” (Guy 
Lombardo Orch.) 


“Sobbin’ Blues,” “Yellow Dog Blues 
(Ted Lewis Band) 43 


COLUMBIA—No. 3 


“Around the Corner” (Ben Selvin Orch.) 


“Yellow Dog Blues” (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


“Lo-Lo Lonely” (Ben Salvin Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 4 


“Dancing with Tears 
(Ruth Etting) 


in My Eyes” 


“Swinging in a Hammock” (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch.) 


“Singing a Song to the Stars,” “Sing” 
(Ukelele Ike) 


COLUMBIA—No. “Singing a 


Song to the Stars” (Guy 


Lombardo Orch.) 


“Ten Cents a Dance” (Ruth Etting) 


“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes,” “£ 
Never Dreamt” (Ruth Etting) 


COLUMBIA—Neo. 6 


“Swingin’ in a Hammock” (Lee Morse) 


“Old New England Moon” (Paul White- 
man Orch.) 


“Steamboat Biil,” “When Day’s Work 
Is Done” (Paul Tremaine Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 1 “Absence 


(Shilkret 


Makes 
Fonder” (Bernie Cummins’ Orch.); 
“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 


the Heart Grow 


Orch.) 


“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” (Nat 
Shilkret Orch.); “Absence Makes the 
Heart Grow Fonder” (Bernie Cum- 
mins’ Orch.) 


“Dancing with Tears” (Nat Shilkreé 
Orch.) 


“Kitty from 


VICTOR—No. 2 
Girl Like 


Kansas City,” “If | Had a 
You” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


“Springtime in the Rockies,” “Down 
the River of Golden Dreams” (Hilo 
Hawaiians’ Orch.) 


“Around the Corner” 
Orch.) 


(Leo Reism:. 1 


VICTOR—No. 3 
(High Ha 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love” 


tters); “Livin’ in the Sun- 


light” (Bernie Cummins’ Orch.) 


“Stein Song,” “St. Louis Blues” (Rudy 
Vallee Orch.) 


“Stein Song” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 4 “Stein Song 


»”’ “St. Louis Blues” (Rudy 


Vallee Orch.) 


“If | Had a Girl Like You,” “Kansas 
City Kitty” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


“My Future Just Passed” (Hi-Hatters) 


VICTOR—No. 


“When It’s Springtime in the Rockies,” 
“Down the River of Golden Dreams” 
(Hilo Orch.) 


“My Future Just Passed,” “Get Happy” 
(Nat Shilkret Orch.) 


“Cheer Up” (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 6 “Cheer Up,” 


“Swingin’ in a Hammock” 


(Leo Reisman Orch.) 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love,” 
“Living in the Sunlight” (Bernie 


“There’s a Tear for Every Smile in 
Hollywood” (Lew Steele Orch.) 


Cummins’ Orch.) 


3 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 


Publishers are listed in alphabetical order, not according to position their numbers hold in the present market. Pub- 
lishers make their own reports 


PUBLISHER 


SONG NO. 1 


SONG NO. 2 


SONG NO. 3 


Ager, Yellen & B. 


“Song of the Dawn” (“King of Jazz’) 


“Happy Feet” (“King of Jazz’) 


“Sittin’ On a Rainbow” (“Call of the 
West’) 


Berlin, Irv. 


“Swinging in a Hammock” (Pop) 


“Old New England Moon” (Pop) 


“Bye, Bye, Blues” (Pop) 


Davis, Coots & E. “1 Still Get 


a Thrill” (Pop) 


“Good Evenin’” (Pop) 


“In My Heart It’s You” (Pop) 


De Sy'va, Brown & H. 
(Pop) 


Remember You from Somewhere” 


“So Beats My Heart for You” (Pop) 


“Cottage for Sale” (Pop) 


Donaldson, Douglas & G. 


“Little White Lies” (Pop) 


“Wah Wah Girl Caliente” 


(Pop) 


in Aqua 


“Romance” (“Cameo Kirby”) 


Famous “You Brought a New Kind of Love to; “My Future Just Passed” (“Safety in| “Sing, You Sinners” (“Honey”) 
Me” (“Big Pond’) Numbers’) 

Leo Feist “It Happened in Monterey” (“King of | “Down the River of Golden Dreams” | “If | Had a Girl Like You” (Pop) 
Jazz’) (Pop) 

Forster “1 Don’t Mind Walking in the Rain” | “Toy Town Admiral” (Pop) “Drifting On to Avalon” (Pop) 
(Pop) 

T. B. Harms “| Love You So Much” (“Cuckoos”) “In Memory of You” (Pop) “Ten Cents a Dance” (Pop) 

Jack Mills “When Vagabond Dreams Come True”| “I'll Be a Friend” (Pop) “Missouri Moon” (Pop) 


(Pop) 


Joe Morris 


“Somewhere in Old Wyoming” (Pop) 


“Lost My Gal from Memphis” (Pop) 


“On the Rainbow‘s Trail” (Pop) 
“Just Like in a Story Book” (‘High 


Red Star “lm in the Market for You” (“High| “Where Can You Be?” (“Cheer Up and 
Society Blues’) Smile”) Society Blues’) 
Remick’s “Telling It to the Daisies” (Pop) “Reminiscing” (Pop) “Absence Makes the Heart Grow 
Fonder” (Pop) 
Robbins “Moon Is Low” (“Montana Moon”) “Anchors Aweigh” (Pop) “Singing a Song to the Stars” (“Way 
Out West”) 
Santly Bros. “Pat on the Back” (Pop) “Rollin? Down the River” (Pop) “Fr Instance” (Pop) 
Be “Moonlight on the Colorado” (Pop) “Exactly Like You” (Pop) “Ro, Ro, Rollin’ Along” (“Near the 


Shapiro- Bernstein 


Rainbow’s End’’) 


“With You 


Sherman-Clay 
High’) 


and My Guitar” (“Swing 


“11.30 Saturday Night” (Pop) 


“Shoo the Hoodoo Away” (‘Swing 
High’) 


Witmark & Sons 


(Pop) 


“Dancing with Tears 


in My Eyes” 


“Kiss Waltz” (“Dancing Sweeties”) 


“Nobody Cares if i'm Blue” (“Bright 


Lights”) 


position in the select group There 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes,” 


the latter tune into fifth position. 
Brunswick’s Surprise No. 1 


ped rapidly from first of the previ- 
ous month to fourth, while “Dance 


was one shift: “You Brought a New 
ind of Love to Me” repiaced “It 
Happened in Monterey” from the 


prize list. Both of these tunes were 
six songs. “Monterey,” in_ its 
turn rated eighth, while seventh 


place went to “Around the Corner,’ 
wnich is building in this territery. 
“Springtime in Rockies” and 


continued into the second month, in 
the positions of one and two, 
Towards the close of the month, 
there was a falling off of the hilly- 
billy tune, while “Dancinz With 
Tears” showed signs of building. 
“New Kind of Love,” by breaking 
|into the lists, took third run from 
|“If I Had Girl Like You,” kicking 


As for the discs, Brunswick shows 
up with a_= surprise first with 
“What's the Use?” and with an ex- 


pected winner, “So Beats My 
Heart,” in the deuce. “So Beats My 
Heart’ has caught on here, and 


looks .wt for business. 
“Ses ngtime ig the Rockies” drop- 


ing with Tears” fell only one rung 
to third. “Stein Song,” formerly off 
the Brunswick list, shows as Na@ 
6 for July. 

In the Columbia selections, Guy 
Lombardo orchestra continued 
hold the lead, this month with bow 

(Continued on page 67) 
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Disk - Reviews 


By BOB 


LANDRY 


Standing on what may be the 
threshold of a great music deflation, 
a natural question arises as to the 
present state and pending fate of 
the 3-for-$1 discs. 

This becomes particularly apropos 
the moment with the impressive fact 
that the new Durium 15-center 
printed on cardboard is being 
dumped on the market at the rate 
of 500,000 and more printings a 
week. 

If, as the auspices feel confident, 
this terrific weekly volume can be 
absorbed, it means that a revolution 
in the mechanical field is an assured 
inevitability. 

The chief threat to the 35-cent 
Wwaxings would seem to lie less on 
the economic side, but more on the 
question of recording quality. If 
Durium is willing and able as re- 
ported to pay $1,200 recording fees 
it will command absolutely the best 
orchestral talent and should be able 
to build up a reputation for being 
“hot” or “keen.” 

On the other hand it may be that 
unless the 15-centers multiply, the 
lack of selection will neutralize 
matters and leave the 3-for-$1 out- 
put in status quo. 

From the “Perfect” waxworks of 
Framingham, Mass., a representa- 
tive assortment includes some of the 
best samples along with some of the 
typical weakness of the 35-cent 
product. There is the usual passion 
for accordion and banjo effects, 
with consequent tinniness as in 
certain parts of the Clicquot Club 
(15333) rendition of “Out of Breath” 
and “Hittin’ the Bottle.” Otherwise 
quite merry. 

Ben Pollock (Perfect 15325) is a 
nice buy with “If I Could Be with 
You” and “There’s a Wah-Wah Girl 
in Agua Caliente.” 

More characteristically 3-for-$1 
than anything else is “Hello Young 
Lindy.” Although this asinine and 
rather tawdry pandering to hero 
worship in the second generation 
has been used by the major me- 
chanicals, it is just one of a formula 
for 35-cent classification purposes. 
Frank Luther sings the song 
(12627), while Irving Kaufman on 
the other announces “I Love Vir- 


einia.” 
Lament 

“ “Why Have You _ Forgotten 
Waikiki?” is the quizzing title of a 
mew Wayne-Kahn song’. which 
proves in these sorrowful days of 
sales’ depression. that the song- 
writers haven’t forgotten the gold 
Once mined from Hawaiian ditties. 


‘It's Easy to Fall in Love” re- 

verses, with Ben Selvin (Columbia 

2255) playing both for a nice total. 
Mountain Marimba 

Green Brothers have what is des- 
ignated as a marimba orchéstra, a 
new breed, seemingly crossed with 
hill-billy. They offer “Somewhere 
In Old Wyoming” and “Lo Lo” for 
a mixed reaction. (Victor 22480). 

In Praise of Peanuts 

From Havana, where a roving at- 
tache of R-K-O is supposed to have 
discovered them, is the Don Azpiazu 
orchestra, They concoct music 
from equal parts of American jazz 
and tropical noise with gourds to set 
the tempo and flavor the dish. 

The result, notably in “The Pea- 
nut Vender,” as done by Antonio 
Machin (described on his vaudeville 
appearances as “Cuba’s Rudy Val- 
lee”) is different and unusual. With 
“True Love” as a mate the disc is 
one that can be suggested to cus- 
tomers with a hankering for nov- 
elty (Victor 22483). An experienced 
recording expert might pilot this 
group to importance, 

Music Without Words 

Except that many of his sentence 
endings get swallowed in the oral 
cavities, Everett Marshall has a 
powerful and affecting baritone. 
Not that lyrics are necessarily im- 
portant but to get half and miss 
the other half might exasperate 
many. “Good-bye Old Pals” and 
“Mr. and Mrs. Sippi’ are the Mar- 
shall offerings on Victor’s item 


22471. 
An Old Fav 

Isham Jones, who amassed a for- 
tune playing and composing, but 
lately rather aqut of the picture, 
serves again in his dual capacity 
of creator and interpreter of ‘Not 
a Cloud in the Sky.” An agreeable 
tune on a first listening. On the 
reverse (Brunswick 4826) Roger 
Wolfe Kahn chortles “Cheer Up.” 

Hearts and Flowers 

Happy Chappies (Columbia 2252) 
sing sad songs. “My Pretty Quad- 
roon” brings in the undertaker and 
“At the End of the Lane” is a bal- 
lad in wistful vein. Pretty good 


humming. 
Nat Shilkret 

From Radio’s film revue, “Dix- 
iana,” are the title song and “Mr. 
and Mrs. Sippi.” Neither possesses 
much intrinsic individuality, putting 
the burden upon Shilkret’s arrange- 
ment. They’re good but the record 


can only be rated as fair. (Victor 
22472). 


PRINTER SUMMONED 
FOR PARODY LYRICS 


M. P. P. A. has issued a subpoena 
against S. B. Printing Company, 11 
West 17th street, New York City, 
for printing parody lyrics under the 
titles of copyrighted songs. M. P. 
P. A. is taking the action under the 
State act of the Criminal Code 441A, 
which provides against illegal print- 
ing of copyright music, 

The Protective Society will short- 
ly start proceedings against addi- 
tional printers and distributors of 
bootleg lyric sheets, which are again 
becoming a strong menace to the 
music industry. 


Bernie at College Inn 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Ben Bernie and orchestra were 
set Monday by M. C. A. to open 
Sept. 15 at College Inn, Chicago. 
Band has been at the Roosevelt 
Hotel here for past three months. 
Ted Weems, another M. C. A. 
band, now at Atlantic City, follows 
Bernie into the Roosevelt, Oct. 1. 


RCA-VICTOR CENTRALIZING 


Offices of the vice-president and 
general sales manager of RCA-Vic- 
tor, the engineering products di- 
vision and the RCA export depart- 
ment will be moved from New York 
to Camden, N. J., where the RCA- 
Victor plant is located. 

Move with these offices and de- 
partments consolidated at the plant 
with all activities, including manu- 
facturing, engineering and _ sales 
concentrated there, is regarded as 
one of economy. 


METRO’S ENGLISH COMPOSERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Carroll Gibbons and James Dyran- 
forth, English song writers, arrived 
here last week under contract to 
Metro. 
They will collaborate on the score 


French Society Collects 


Paris, Aug. 10. 
French Society of Authors and 
Composers is collecting rights on 
music played in every house, even 
on American tunes. It is currently 
collecting on “Love Parade” and 
“Broadway Melody” themes, both 
used at the Olympia. 
Who gets the royalties thus col- 
lected has not yet been discovered. 


Shayne’s 19c Disc 


Al Shayne, former nite club war- 
bler and still doing occasional radio 
work just to keep the pipes in trim, 
is now out with a 19-cent record 
proposition, two sides. Durium at 
15 cents is single-sided. 

Shayne’s new dist: underbids the 
non non-existent Grey Gull record of 
two sides for 25c. 

Shayne’s is a mail order proposi- 
tion. One side can only be a hit; 
the other is a home-made tune 
bought up for a few bucks and 
“canned.” 


Z 


Jack Shilkret’s Suit 


Motion to dismiss the suit of Jack 
Shilkret, songwriter and Victor and 
radio artist, also brother of Nat 
Shilkret, against Al Sherman and Al 
Lewis, songwriters, for $2,500, was 
denied in court. 

Shilkret is suing on the ground 
that on April 9, 1928, he paid to 
Sherman and Lewis $2,500 for 10 
shares of stock of Sherman & Lewis, 
Inc., then newly formed publishers. 
For his investment he was also to 
receive royalties from 12 songs 
which they had written, and that if 
there were no royalties he was to 
get his investment back. 

When no royalties were forth- 
coming, he demanded return of his 


money. He claims the stock is 
worthless. 
3-Writing Team 
Joe Fields, brother of Herbert 


and Dorothy Fields, has been 


‘teamed by Jack Robbins, to work 


with Dorothy and Jimmie McHugh. 
Oct. 15 they depart for the coast 
to write an original, book, lyrics 


for an original musical. 


and music, for Metro. 


RCA EXTENDING FIELD 
TO EDUCATIONAL END 


A meeting was recently held at 
which a committee to be known as 
the Educational Committee“of RCA 
Affiliations was formed for the pur. 
pose of applying RCA and sube 
sidiary activities to the school field, 

The formation of the committee 
and preliminary plans grew out of 
the work Radio-Victor has been do- 
ing in the direction of contacting 
schools and educators with a view 


_|to the use of phonographs in class- 


rooms and for other educational 
purposes. Radio-Victor has a come 
plete field staff operating in cole 
leges, schools and among educators, 

Thought of RCA is that it and 
all its other subsidiaries should ex- 
tend activities to the school field 
in whatever way seems beneficial. 

This takes in besides RCA and 
Radio-Victor, such subsidiaries as 
R-K-O, NBC, RCA Photophone and 
Radio Music Corp., all of which 
were represented at the meeting. 

A national music contest, pro- 
moted by CA, is contemplated for 
October prior to the opening of the 
new season of Damrosch series. 

Probably the most outstanding 
possibility for RCA activity in col- 
leges is through wire equipment in 
colleges, universities and _ schools, 
and the making of special educa- 
tional pictures. 


KELTON WITH D. C. & E. 

Frank Kelton is now general manw 
ager for Davis, Coots & Engel, 
Radio Music subsidiary. 

Kelton was annexed from Rob- 
bins Music, not helping the personal 
situation between Jack Robbins and 
Harry Engel, formerly incorporated 
partners. 

Al Skinner, Detroit rep for Rob- 
bins, was brought in to succeed 
Kelton as manager of Robbins’ or- 
chestra department. Skinner is 
brother of Frank Skinner, the ar- 
ranger. He is succeeded in De- 
troit sector by Phil Julius, who is 
extending his own scope. 


RED STAR JOINS AM. SOC. 

Fox’s Red Star has been admitted 
to membership of the A. S. C. A. P. 

Company will be classified in 


September. 


\ 


We Proudly Announce the Appointment of 


AS 


FRANK KELTON 


GENERAL MANAGER 


Mr. Kelton takes this opportunity of express- 
ing his sincere gratitude to his many loyal 
friends in the profession who have helped 
make possible this executive appointment. 


“Songs You'll Remember” 


DAVIS, COOTS ENGEL, 


Music Publishers 


New York 
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MUSIC_NITE CLUBS_RADIO 


Qne-Hour Commercial 
Air Programs Called 
Loss of Time, Money 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

The number of one-hour radio 
programs is decreasing. In another 
year there will be virtually nothing 
put 15- and 30-minute commercial 
proadcasts, in the opinion of some 
Coast broadcast managers, 

In the past there have been plenty 
of single hours, and occasionally a 
two-hour program. But many ad- 
vertisers have decided the long pe- 
riod is a waste of money and effort. 
Attention of the ether audience 
cannot be held for more than 30 
minutes unless the program has 
extraordinary appeal, they say. 

Overtures to the musicians’ union 
by two Coast stations for a revision 
of rates due to the shortening length 
of playing periods have met with 
no sympathy. Unless the stations 
get together in their demand an ad- 
justment ts unlikely. 

Present musicians’ scale calls for 
$40 a week for daily play of an 
hour, divided in not more than two 
sessions. The scale slides up grad- 
ually, the rate for five hours daily, 
$80, being only double that for one 
hour. Stations have no kick at 
that. Their squawk is that ihe five 
hours can be divided into not more 
than four playing periods, 

In the days when one-hour pro- 
grams predominated that wasn’t so 
bad. But with the prevalent pro- 
grams of 15 and 30 minutes it means 
that the musician on the station 
payroll for a five-hour day actually 
works not more than two hours. 

One station manager sent word 
to the union that he would like to 
suggest a revised plan calling for 
shorter periods of play, but giving 
work to more musicians. Answer 
was that the union did not 3ee that 
any revision could be made, but 
would be glad to have more men 
working. 


C-C REP. H. K. & G. IN ENG. 

Frank Goodman, of Handman, 
Kent & Goodman, returned from 
Europe on the Bremen yesterday 
(Tuesday) after a month’s trip ar- 
ranging the foreign representation 
of their catalog. 

Campbell & Connelly will repre- 
sent in England. 


OHIO STATE NETWORK ORG. 
Toledo, Aug. 19. 
Cleveland Broadcasting Co. is 
seeking to establish a station here. 
, A new Ohio chain is being organ- 
ized. 


Home Radio Recording 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
R-C-A is reported preparing 
to market a combination radio 
and phonograph which can also 
be used for home recording. 
Machine is built so that it 
can record programs coming in 
on the radio side. Company 
will also sell blank wax rec- 
ords to be used for the record- 
ing. 


AMOS ’N’ ANDY’S 5-YR. 
AIR TERM $1,000,000 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Correll and Gosden, or Amos ’n 
Andy, will collect something over 
$1,000,000 in the next five years from 
Pepsodent for the daily 15 minutes 
on the air. Contract, just signed, 
increases their salaries annually 
over a five-year period. National 
Broadcasting Company is the sole 
agent. 

This is the largest radio salary 
ever paid for any attraction. 

The blackface pair is also due 
to collect heavily from Radio pic- 
tures. Reports received here is that 
the exhibition value of Radio's 
Amos ’n Andy picture has increased 
greatly since the pair was signed, 
with the boys getting a guarantee 
and percentage. 


FRANKLIN FORD’S 2D STA. 


: Trenton, Aug. 19. 

Trenton’s lone broadcasting sta- 
tion, WOAX, has been purchased by 
The Defenders of Truth: Society, op- 
erators of station WHAP, New York. 
Franklin J. Wolff, owner and origi- 
nator of WOAX, sold it to Franklin 
Ford, president of the society. 

Ford proposes to use the Trenton 
station as the first link in a “na- 
tional chain of Protestant voices.” 

Ford’s WHAP has been carrying 
on a war against the policies and 
doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
Church and what is seen as Papal 
domination. Programs, to be put on 
the air about September 1, will 
originate in the New York studio. 

WOAX is operated on 128 kilo- 
cycles, 500 watts in power. 


UNION SQUAWK ON MUSIC 


Ottawa, Can., Aug. 19. 

Labor officials here are being 
criticized for not engaging a band 
for the annual Labor Day sports in 
view of the general unemployment 
among theatre musicians. 

The Labor Day committee 
clined because of the expense. 


de- 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| IRVING AARONSON | 


| THE BRICK TOPS | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.- Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway New York 


[JESSE STAFFORD| 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Now in Second Year at 


PALACE HOTEL 


San Francisco 


(Brunswick Records) 


Featuring His and Gene Rose's 
“TONIGHT” 


|PAUL WHITEMAN| 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 


ARROWHEAD INN 
(For the August Season) 


SARATOGA SPRINGS 
Personal Kep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
R-K-O Entertainers 


Creators of the Fabello Policy 


R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 
Indefinitely 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


En Route Transcontinental Dance Tour 
Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


RADIO AND RECORDS 
| AL LYNN 
and His MUSIC MASTERS 


The orchestra with that R.R. opening 


Famous Feltman’s, Coney Island 
Now 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| B.A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C. 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Back Aaain! 


MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 
Exclusive Management M. C. A. 


UNIQUE SPLIT-UP OF 
ENG. MUSIC RIGHTS 


An unusual agreement has been 
reached between Warners” and 
Campbell & Connelly of London 
whereby, though Chappell-Harms 
represent the Warner publishers in 
England, Campbell & Connelly re- 
tain the English publishing rights 
to all Buddy Green and Sammy 
Stept songs until the expiration of 
their original contract with Green 
& Stept, Inc. 

The agreement was reached after 
Warners were served in an action 
by Abeles & Green, representing 
Campbell & Connelly, for breaking 
the contract with the latter firm 
by scrapping Green & Stept., Inc., 
and giving Green & Stept songs to 
Chappell-Harms of London. 

When Green & Stept., Inc., was 
discarded as a firm name and the 
two songwriters sent to the coast 
to write for Warners, Warners 
wanted to repay Campbell & Con- 
nelly pro rata for the time remain- 
ing on the contract. This was what 
was done when the firm of George 
& Arthur Piantodosi, Inc., was dis- 
banded by Warners, Bert F’eldman, 
who then had a contract for the 
English rights to the Piantodosi 
catalogue, was paid back pro rata. 

Campbell & Connelly were un- 
willing to do this. Abeles & Green 
contended that Warners could not 
take the component parts of a firm, 
which was already contracted with 
a publishing house for foreign rep- 
resentation, place them with an- 
other corporation and wipe out the 
existing contract. 

Warners finally agreed to the de- 
mand and until the expiration of 
Campbell & Connelly’s contract 
with Green & Stept, Inc., which 
runs until November, 1930, the for- 
mer will receive the English rights 
to all Green & Stept songs. 


NEW NUT CLUB SPOT 
IN THE VILLAGE 


Meyer Horowitz moves his pres- 
ent Village Grove Nut Club from 
15 Barrow street to 99 7th avenue, 
both in Greenwich Village, next 
week. He starts at the latter loca- 
tion with Eva Tanguay heading the 
galaxy of “nuts.” New place will 
have a capacity of 350. 

Horowitz’s Barrow street nuttery 
will become one of those German 
beer-gardens. 

The Nut Club is now on the radio 
every night from WMCA, WHN, or 
WPAP, etc. 

Horowitz, with the aid of Leon 
E. Clifton, his conferenciern, and 
Lou Dolgoff, his m. ce. (slang for 
conferencier), staged a benefit for 
Joe Burke of Burke and Burke, 
vaudevillians, who was despondent 
over the loss of his sight. Horo- 
witz got the idea of developing him 
as a radio performer. The Monday 
nite show gave Burke a good start. 


Bobby Crawford Idle 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
When Bobby Crawford left Thurs- 
day (15) for the east he had no spe- 
cific plans for returning, when or if. 
His immediate concern was a nice 
rest with several weeks of stand- 
ard size golf. 


Here and There 


“Vernon Duke, composer, now at- 
tached to the Paramount musical 
staff in New York, wrote the num- 
bers for “Open Your Eyes” which 
opened in Eng. 


Henry Spitzer returns from a two 
weeks’ business visit to the Coast 
on Friday (22). 


Lon Mooney has been added to 
Red Star’s b. and o. department. 


Al Friedman now with Harms’ 
professional department. 


Harold Stern and orchestra have 
been engaged by Shuberts for 
“Hello Paris.” 


NORSE RIGHTS FOR $10,000 

Fox's Red Star has sold its Scan- 
dinavian rights to Boesen Musik 
Forlag, of Copenhagen, for two 
years for $10,000. Countries in- 
cluded in the deal are Norway, Den- 
mark, Sweden and Finland. 

All other foreign territorial rights 
are already represented, excepting 
Central Europe, deal for which is 
pending. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Film producers are getting a new slant on the handling of songs in 


their productions, 


Former condition where straight actresses or actors 


with no voice at all would be given a song to warble is slowly fading 


out, 


the one who sings it, and the picture. 
straight actors are no longer being permitted 


who can warble songs; 


Metro for one, has realized that this hurts, if not kills, the song, 


Metro is now getting players 


to vocalize if they can’t do justice to the song. 


Also former conditions where one picture had 
to 10 songs in it is also being killed off. 


anywhere from five 
Songs will be used only be- 


cause they are a necessary part of the picture. 
An example of this is DeSylva, Brown and Henderson's “Just Imagine,” 


for Fox, 
necessary to the picture. 


which original musical only 


contains three songs, each one 


When DeSylva, Brown & Henderson publish their songs from “Just 
Imagine,” their original for Fox, it will be done by arrangement with 


Red Star. 


The latter will receive the customary producer's royalties 
instead of Fox Films receiving same. 


Same arrangement may be made for the publishing of George and 


Ira Gershwin'’s songs from their original for Fox. 


It has not yet been 


definitely decided whether Harms will publish the music or Red Star, 
If the former does it will be on the same arrangement as between De- 
Sylva and Red Star for “Just Imagine.” 


As usually 


happens when a certain type of song becomes a hit, 


market is now being flooded with hill-billy songs, all figuring to emulate 
the hit quality of ‘When It’s Springtime in the Rockies.” 

Same thing happened years ago with “Valencia” and more recently 
with “Stein Song,” publishers issuing songs in 6/8 time to emulate the 


style of the two hits. 


Metro acquisition of Victor Herbert's “Naughty Marietta” 


indicates 


that Warners, by their purchase of the Witmark music catalog, did not 
automatically come into all the mechanical rights to the late composer's 


works. 


Witmarks hold copyrights on individual songs, 


but complete pro- 


ductions of Herbert shows still remain a matter for individual bare 
gaining with the Herbert estate, to whom the operetta master willed 


all his works. 


An exhibitor in San Diego refuses to show any film in his house that 


has a song in it. 


In booking his pictures he has stipulated in the contracts that he be 


given the right to eject any that go tuneful. 
and still retain the story thread he'll keep the picture. 


no go. 


If he can eliminate the song 
Otherwise it’s 


Exhib claims his patrons have forced him to take this stand. 


Music Biz N. S$. G. 


(Continued from page 65) 


first and second. Previous lead, 
“Singing Song to Stars” dropped 
to second place, while “Rolling 
Down the River” took the ace posi- 
tion. “Springtime in the Rockies” 
dropped off the list entirely. 
Ted and Paul Sell Well 

Ted Lewis and Paul Whiteman 
bands both broke into the best 
seller line-up. while Ruth Etting’s 
“Ten Cents a Dance” continued, al- 
though in fifth instead of third 
place. Guy Lombardo took his 
third best seller position of the 
month with “Swinging in a Ham- 
mock” in fourth. “If I Had a Girl 
Like You” and “I’m f!n the Market 
for You,” went off the best sellers. 


Victor the Same 


Victor lists showed only a couple 
of changes, in positions and tunes. 
‘If I Had a Girl Like You” and 
“Dancing with Tears in My Eyes” 
switched positions, the former going 
to fourth after leading the previous 
month, while the latter went to the 
head of the parade. New disc was 
Nat Shilkret’s “My Future Just 
Passed” and “Get Happy.” 

Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 

While the northern division of the 
Pacific slope reports no pick-up in 
turnover of sheet and canned music, 
the southern district, embracing all 
points south of San Jose, declares 
business has taken an appreciable 
stride toward recovery. 

Some of the sheet music jobbers 
in the southern territory say busi- 
ness for the month of July is a shade 
better than this time last year, when 
they didn’t have a general depres- 
sion to contend with. Dealers in 
discs are not so pleased, reporting 
that turnover in dises during July 
was far below normal. 

Summary of the 18 best sellers in 
phonograph records, as reported by 
the three leading companies, shows 
but four vocals as against 14 orches- 
trations. 

In sheet music the popular tunes 
are losing ground, as shown in the 
accompanying chart of six leaders, 
but this is no definite barometer 
that the pops have been entirely 
submerged by picture tunes, as there 
are quite a few in the list of the 20 

avorites. 


KASSEL’S COMMERCIAL 
Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Art Kassel and band at the Club 
Metropole now has the Shell Oil 
program over N.B.C. 

Others on the hour are Wendell 
Hall and Ray Perkins. 

Schirmer’s, standard music pube- 
lishers, will pub. Arthur Hammer- 
stein’s “Luana,” composed by Ru- 
dolf Friml, with J. Kiern Brennan 
doing the lyrics. Usually Harms 
published Hammerstein’s scores, 


A CHOP HOUSE 
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day from 8:00 te 8:30 P 


JESSE CRAWFORD 


ORGANIST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK, playing 
A Musical Travelogue Feauring “Down the River ef Golden Dreams” 


WABC every Saturday during Parameount-Publix Hour at 10:00 P. M.—WABC Every Sem- 
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Al Rides Are Flops This Season 


Carnys; Best Coin from Women 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 


Extraordinary fickle buying of the 
carnival public this season has the 
major owners worried. All report 
rides and concessions doing no biz. 
Only salvation, they claim, are the 
side shows. What money has been 
won this season has come from this 
class attraction. 

Rides, such as The Waltzer, that 
cost $10,000 to buy and an odd 
grand a week to keep going, are 
being passed up cold by the folks. 
The Leaping Lenas, Ferris Wheels, 
Hey Deys and Whips, and other 
like rides, that comprise most of 
the nut of the carnys, are starving. 

All are depending on the girl and 
side shows to pick up the transpor- 
tation money. 

One of the larger outfits, strug- 
gling all season to keep going, has 
most all its expensive and large 
rides owned by concession men, who 
paid the 15% on the take, with the 
carnival furnishing transportation, 
men to run the ride and all the 
juice. 

Low in Big Week 


Outfit had a break in one town 
all season, with the rides getting a 
terrific play. Settlement for the 
week brought out the unwe!come 
news that the carny was paying 
more to have the rides on the lot 
than they were handing them in 
receipts, and that even a big week 
only gave the carnival a very small 
end. 


Owner is now trying to figure a|after some scattered New England 
Way to buy the rides and what he| dates show jumps to Illinois and 


can use for money. All ride own- 
ers are willing to sell but want at 
least half of the purchase price in 
cash, 


CIRCUSES INDOORS ON 
10% OF GROSS RENTAL 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Auditorium and building contracts 
for the 1931 spring showings of the 
Sells-Floto and Ringling-Barnum 
circuses are being closed on a 
Straight percentage basis instead of, 
as in previous years, flat set rental. 

Chi and Cleveland will likely be 
clesed on 10% of the gross, with the 
buildings taking a gamble along 
with the circuses. 

Rental for the buildings in the 
past has been about $1,500 daily. 
Madison Square Garden, New York, 
is not included. 


Syndicate Takes Millers’ 
Large Ranch in Okla. 


Ponca City, Okla., Aug. 19. 

Miller Bros.’ ranch here, compris- 
ing several thousands of acres, will 
pass into the hands of a syndicate 
next week. Zack Miller, one of the 
owners,.is closing the deal. 

Agreement allows Millers’ 101 
Ranch to winter on the ranch this 
year. 


‘Strong Man’ Fugitive 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 19. 
Harry Pincus, who does a “strong 
man” act at carnivals and fairs, is 
being sought by state troopers and 


detectives from the Rensselaer 
county district attorney’s office in 
connection with the murder of 
Michael Kane, a Bennington (Vt.) 
taxi driver, on the Troy-Bennington 
road July 26. 

According to information given 
last week to the state police by 
members of Pincus’ family at Pitts- 
field, Mass.,. he was scheduled to 


perform at Lyons Beach, near Pitts- 
field, on July 27, the day after the 
taxi driver’s murder, but investiga- 
tion revealed that he did not appear 
there on that date. 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Al Martin is now with the Gentry 
Bros. outfit. 


Beckman-Gerty carnival, formerly 
wintering at {St. Louis, will spend 
the cold months at Houston. 


Frank Cook, general manager of 
John Ringling offices, who has been 
quite ill, had recovered sufficiently 
to join the circus last week. 


BOY’S BROKEN BACK 


Paul Park Slowly Recovering From 
Injury 


Animals for Gross 


Some of the soft drink and 
gas filling station operators 
along the upstate roads have 
been using animals as draws 
for motorists. 

At one place the bear on free 
exhibition clawed a woman 50 
that she’s still in the hospital. 

At another spot there’s a 
playful bear on daily view 
whose best trick is to help in- 
crease the sale of peanuts. 


Milwaukee, Aug. 19. 
In St. Mary’s Hospital lies Paul 
Park, 18, who, two years ago, suf- 
fered a broken back when a wind- 
storm struck the menagerie tent of 
Robbins show and threw an animal 
cage on top of the young trainer. 
Paul is having the best of care 
and there have been times when his 
doctors were sure the show was 
over, but the lad is still alive and 
making progress. He has but one 
ambition and that is to be able to 
be back under canvas again. That’s 
at least two years away. If at all. 


t 


AFTER LONGEST ROUTE 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. °|t 


t 


Al G. Barnes Circus is reported t 
headed for winter quarters here by 


out, 
Business in the Canadian mari- 
time provinces was very poor, and 


thence hurries through the south- 
west. 

This year the Barnes outfit at- 
tempted about the longest route in 
its history. It is expected to fold 
around Sept. 2 for the season. 


Plainfield, Ill, Park Sold 


Joliet, Aug. 19. 
Electric park at Plainsfield, owned 
by Lawrence J. Crowley the past 
five years, but for most of that 
time a jump ahead of the sheriff 
and other creditors, who occasion- 


ally caught up with him, has been 
sold to Walter L. Darfler, Chicago, 


representing holders of $15,000 
mortgage bonds on the 30-acre 
property. 


The sale was made to satisfy 
mechanics’ lien of the Alexander 
Lumber company and the bid price 
of $20,543 covered that lien, the 
mortgage and court costs. 

The park will continue to be ope- 
rated. 


$-Grabbing Frenchmen 


(Continued from page 1) 


comedies. Any should have in- 
stantly recognized it. 
All producers are sore at the 


Prince on account of the hoax he 
instigated, thus exposing one of the 
rotten conditions combining here to 
lower the standing of the stage and 
stifle new talent. 

Prince Bibesco’s new play “Mon 
Heretier,” meaning ‘‘My Heir,” will 
open at the Caumartin in the fall. 
It will play the States and various 
Continental countries. England may 
not do it, having already barred 
“Ladies All’ as improper. 


Byrd’s 50c Draw 


(Continued from page 1) 


shown. Exhibition begins with a 
walk through the tent on dock, 
showing dogs, sleds, airplane skiis, 
ete. On the ship, effigies are dressed 
with clothes worn where it’s always 
cold. Glass counters below the 
main deck hold exhibits of stones, 
fossil remains and scientific ap- 
paratus, Exhibit feature is scale 
replica of Little America, with radio 
station and under snow quarters 
built in. 

Exhibit closes Sept. 10, opening 
four days later in Boston. After 
leaving Boston, “City of New York” 
will come down Atlantic seaboard to 
Philadelphia and may be taken 
further south, depending on financial 
situation. 

Captain H. H. Railey, Admiral 
Byrd's manager, is in charge of the 
exhibition, 


MOVING CARNYS 


being moved C. O. D. about here by 


C.0.D. BASIS 
ROADS 


Topeka, Aug. 19. 
For the first time carnivals are 


Previous to this 


Wild West Shows Uncouth, 
More Dignified Jobs for 
Indians Is Bureau Idea 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 


Texas and Oklahoma Indians for 
rodeos and circuses will be scarce if 
Commissioner Rhoads, Indian Af- 
fairs Bureau, gets his plan into work 
on idea of educating of redskins 
“above wild west shows and direct 
him toward more ‘dignified’ and 
more permanent means of liveli- 
hood.” 

Most Indians in circuses now 
come from Cherokee (Texas) and 
Osagé (Okla.) tribes, with Miller’s 
101 Ranch in possession of most of 
them. With plenty of oil dough 
back of him, Commissioner Rhoads 
may take Indians from the sawdust. 


ANIMAL MEN’S GROWLS 


RECORDED FOR COURT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
A couple of big birds-and-beasts 


he various roads. 


BARNES’ RUSHES HOME | outnts pata transporta- 


ion in advance. 
Railroads find the carnys haven't 
he money to get to the next towns. 


Rather than leave them stranded 


he roads are getting in the gam- 


bling and taking a chance of get- 


ing their fare in the next town. 
So far Santa Fe and other roads 


the shortest route the agent can lay | have all been able to collect on this 
basis, they taking the first money 
in the new town, 


Carnivals 


(For current week, Aug. 18, when 


not otherwise indicated.) 


Alabama, Russell Springs, Ky. 
American Expo., Meyersdale, Pa, 
B. & B., Martinsburg, W. Va. 
Barnett, Deshler, Neb. 

Bernardi, Marlinton, W. Va. 
Bernardi Expo., Mauston, Wis. 
Boyd-Sullivan, Cookshire, Can. 
Bruce, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Brundage, Wausau, Wis. 

Bunts, Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Butler, Colfax, Ill. 
Cetlin-Wilson, Tazewell, Va. 
Coleman, New Milford, Conn. 
Conklin-Garrett, High River, Can.; 21-23, 


Nanton, Can. 


Copping, Albion, N. Y, 

Crafts, Merced, Cal. 

Dehnert, Lancaster, Wis. 
Dixie, Ridgely, Tenn. 
Edwards, Quaker City, O. 
Flanders, Faith, S. D. 

Gibbs, Hiawatha, Kan. 

Glick, Ottawa, Can. 

Gloth, Niagara Falls, 

Gray, Fredericksburg, Tex. 
Gray, Roy, Bonham, Tex. 
Great American, Salisbury, Md. 
International, Quakertown, Pa. 
Hames, No. 2, Wolf City, Tex. 
Henke’s, Escanaba, Mich, 

Hill, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Howey-Gibson, Cayuga, Ind, 
Howard Bros., Lucasville, O. 
Hugo’s, Oakland, Neb. 
International, Roberval, Can, 
Isler, Clarinda, Ia. 

Jones, Holland, Mich.; 20-23, Springfield, 


Ohio, 


Kaus, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Krause, Lexington, Ky. 
Lang-Dee, Ellssberry, Mo, 
Leggette, Parsons, Kan. 
Laughlin, Green City, Mo, 
Loos, Sedalia, Mo. 
McClellan, Albion, Ill. 
Melville-Reiss, Hudson Falls, N. Y. 
Miller, Mounds, Ill. 

Morris & Castle, Des Moines, 
Murphy, Springfield, Ill. 


Rice-Dorman, Erie, Kan. 

Royal American, Fort William, Can.; 
20-25, Port Arthur, Can. 

Rubin & Cherry, Toronto. 

Rubin & Chermy Model, Parkersburg, 
W. Va. 


Savidge, Broken Bow. Neb. 
Strayer, Negaunee, Mich. 
Southern Sup., Austin, Minn, 
Shive & Christ, Greenup, IIL 
Snodgrass, Waverly, Kan, 
Sol’s, Franklin, Ind. 
Southern State, Meade, Kan. 
Spencer, Rimersburg, Pa, 
Sunset, Staunton, Ind. ? 
Tidwell, Perryton, Tex, 
Wade, Bellefontaine, O. 
West's, Lewistown, Pa. 
Zeiger, Walla Walla, Wash, 
Zimdar’s, Faribault, Minn. 


Circuses 


Ringling-Barnum 


Aug. 20, Estherville, Ia.; 21, Sioux Falls, 
S Sioux City, Ia.; 23, Sheldon, Ia.; 


D.; 22 


24, Norfolk, Neb.; 25, Omaha, Neb.; 26. 
St. Joseph, Mo.; 27, Kansas City; 28, 
Chillicothe; 29, Moberly, Mo, 
Sells- Floto 
Aug. 20, Charleston, W. Va.; 21, Hunt- 


ington; 22, Parkersburg; 23, Wheeling, 
W. Va.; 25, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; 26, Easton, 
Pa.; 27-28, Newark, N. J. 
John Robinson 
Aug. 20, Independence,’ Kan.; 21, Paw- 
huska, Okla; 22, Bartelsville, Okla.; 23, 
Coffeyville, Kan.; 25, Ottawa, Kan. 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
Aug. 20, Algona, Ia./ 21, Iowa Falls: 
22, Marshalltown; 23, Maquoketa, Ia.; 25- 
30, Milwaukee, Wis. (fair). 
Al. G. Barnes 


Aug. 20, Lorain, O.; 21, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; 
22, Attica, Ind.; 23, Champaign, IIl.; 24, 
Staunton, IIL 

Sparks 

Aug. 20, Big Stone Gap, Va.; 21, Morris- 
town, Tenn.; 22, Knoxville; 23, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn, 

Gentry Bros. 


20, Gary, Ind.; 21, Logan, W. Va. 


Aug. 


men are getting wilder and wilder 
at each other in the studio rental 
biz. Latest development is a suit 
by J. Hale Kerr asking an injunc- 
tion against the use of the name, 
Animal Land, by Horne’s Zoological 
Arena Co. 
Kerr has been renting animals for 
pictures under the trade name of 
Animal Land for nearly five years. 
A year ago he learned that I. S. 
Horne had written to First National 
studios stating that the name Ani- 
mal Land was his and checks should 
be mailed to his office. Kerr had 
his attorney write a how-come let- 
ter, with apparent cessation of hos- 
tilities until last month, when Horne 
returned a couple of checks to 
Warner Bros. saying he understood 
a former employe named Kerr was 
posing ag Animal Land. 

Kerr wrote another letter and fol- 
lowed it up with suit for restraint 
and $50,000 damages to his business. 


MIDWEST FAIRS ARE 
IN-AND-OUTERS NOW 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Midwest fair business is turning 
out the surprise. Sac City, Ia., minor 
fair, got the biggest play in its ca- 
reer. Burlington, Ia., and Monroe, 
Wis., two other second-class fairs, 
likewise hung up records, despite 
the dought and other conditions. 

Ionia, Mich., one of the crack free 
fairs, slipped, with conditions in the 
section reported better than in Iowa 
and Wisconsin, 

In Canada all major fairs have 
fallen so low it will take at least 
three years to climb out of the red, 
even if attendance.the next times is 
normal, 

Concession and ride men, through 
Canada, were the hardest hit, with 
many blowing the season’s bank roll 
trying to pull through. 


Texas Fair Canning 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

Entire personnel of the State Fair 
of Texas here was canned last week 
by T. E. Jackson, president of the 
fair board. Some of those let out 
were Thomas Hardy, superintendent 
of the grounds, who has been on the 
job 22 years. 

Roy Rupard, secretary, retained, 
although it is understood he is slat- 
ed to slip out before the opening 
dates of the fair, Oct. 11-26. 


DAN DUCROWS 
COME-BACK TRY 
COST HIS LIFE 


Dan Ducrow, 75, famous clowg 
and the last of the celebrated Dy. 
crow Brothers, made a heroic at. 
tempt to stage a comeback July 1g 
at Kennywood Park, Pa. His effort 
proved too much. He collapsed in 
the broiling sun and was removed 
to his humble abode in a rooming 
house in Sarah street, Pittsburgh, 
where he died Aug. 11. 

From his scrapbooks it was learneg 
Ducrow was born in California in 
1855. When eight he joined the 
Great World Circus as a trick mule 
rider. He traveled with white tops 
for nine years, the World outfit 
visiting the Orient, Hawaii, Aus- 
tralia, China and the East Indies, 

He turned to acrobatics, appeare 
ing with the Montgomery & Queen 
shows and also with McIntyre and 
Heath minstrels when they were a 
sideshow feature with the old Sells 
Bros.’ wagon show. Then he joined 
Orrin Bros.’ circus on a tour of 
Mexico and later went to Cuba, ag 
ace clown with the Pubiliones Cir- 
cus for 12 years. 

In later life Mr. Ducrow was with 
the Barnum & Bailey show where 
he and his brother, Tote Ducrow, 
formed the Ducrow Brothers’ act. 
It became very prominent in cir- 
cus life. 


CLOSED 


Scottsville, Ky., Aug 19. 

Cole Bros. Circus, 10-car show, 
closed here. 

Outfit, owned and managed by 
Floyd King, has had a checkered 
career since opening at Brennen, 
Tex., in March. 

Although King was the reputed 
owner, the National Printing Co., of 
Chicago supplied the necessary 
funds to get the outfit on the road 
this season, after a sudden close in 
1929. The printing house held a 
$5,000 mortgage on the outfit, due 
as a printing bill. How much more 
it poured into the show is not 
known. 

Before the arrival of J. Mayberry, 
from the National Co., the pere 
formers and stock were reported ia 
straits. 

Salaries 
weeks, 


Setting Closing Dates 
For All Ringling Shows 


John Ringling and George Meigh- 
an are here deciding the closing 
dates of the six Ringling-controlled 
circuses. 

According to tentative plans, all 
will close about Sept. 15. 

A sudden pick-up on _ receipts 
might prolong the closing until 
early October, but this is not eX- 
pected. 

It is already set that Hagenbeck- 
Wallace will close its season Sept. 
1 at Freeport, Ill., immediately 8° 
ing into winter quarters at Peru, 
Ind. 


were in arrears five 


Inside Stufi—Outdoors 


Park Figures That Tell the Story 
Savin Rock, New Haven’s amusement park, may be typical of the 


outdoors generally this season. 
week attendance very lean. 


Early August found the middle of es 
Though it was claimed as many people 


were there at the week-ends, they were not spending. 
The Fun House was getting about $22 a night as against $80 average 


last year. 


The Whirlwind, novelty ride, doing around $100 a day as 


against $1,200 last season, with one day going as high as $1,600 then. 
Sea Wave cars also running away behind, but with a better proportion 
of $80 a day this year against last season’s $250 average. 

White City, also at the Rock, offers nothing and is only open to 


hold boxing shows. 


Concessions running wide open as usual in Cc 


on- 


necticut, the wheels playing and paying for coin when preferred. 


Not Selling 101 Equip ' 


As soon as the news of the 101 Ranch early closing spread th 
doors boys got ideas of buying a circus outfit cheap. 


e out- 
Col. Miller shot 


back hot answers no part of his show was for sale or lease. 
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Englewood 


Gone are the good old days when 
the manager roped off a couple of 
rows where bookers and agents 
could get together and talk baseball. 
Now the boys are scattered and 
wander helplessly about calling dis- 
mally to each other. 

Acts went through routines de- 
spite their agents running up and 
down the aisles looking for a spot 
to park the body. First were the 
Renardi Trio, two girls and man, in 
an instrumental and vocal turn. They 
play loud and the girl sings over the 
orchestra. Family time stuff at best. 
Nor can much be said for De Lisle 
and Marion, two girls who do 
straight and comedy songs with a 
dash of weak hoofing. 

First solid sock of the evening 
was the Enos Troupe, four-person 
risley and acrobatic turn. Act 
dressed and routined excellently, 
with the femme risley work surefire. 
The men contribute some ace stunts 
with pole balancing. An all-round 
acrobatic turn that’s hard to beat. 
Ken and De Bard Bros., three boys 
who sing weakly and dance better, 
next. Their hoofing finish should be 
developed into the ace bit. Kane 
and Ellis taxied down from the 
State-Lake to do a guest appearance 
and mopped up with hoke and com- 
edv chatter. 

Lueas and Lillian are standard 
material with acrobatic balancing 
and didn’t miss. W. L. S. Show Boat 
took the place of the four closing 
acts, and did well. Turn has in- 
corporated some good vaude acts 
and makes the grade easily. Har- 
riet, Fielder and Co. were the out- 
standers, with their two gobs and 
girl comedy perfect for this house. 
Lenore and Adair got laughs with 
their hoke instrumental turn, the 
clown showing fine salesmanship 
with every gag. Thelma Bow and 
Bernice were on for a piano act that 
had some rather clever parodies. 
Cleona Weber held up the straight 
hoofing of the act. Jimmy Dunn got 
over as m. ¢c. 


“Women Everywhere” (Fox), fea- [ 


ture. Business good at Tuesday 
night preview. 


Lou Kosloff goes to the Michigan, 
Detroit, as permanent m. ec. Sept. 5. 


Bernard Cobb, manager, Roose- 
velt, replacing Al Popel, who goes 
east. 


Broadway, indie house, Indiana 
Harbor, closes for three weeks to 
install W. E. wiring. This in order 
to meet competition of Warners, 
who have just invaded the town. 


Ludwig Siegel, formerly of the 
Prairie, is going to open westside 
Americus as the Lindy. 


Annual election of the Film Board 
last week returned the same line- 
up of officers as previous year. 
Felix Mendelssohn of M-G-M ex- 
change remains president of the 
board; Henry Herbel, Universal, 
vice-president, and Norman Moray, 
Warner’ Bros., treasurer. Edna 
Pfister remains secretary. 

Helen Kane did five shows here 
opening week-end at the Oriental, 
but balked at the stiff schedule rest 
of the week, and cut to four. Check- 
up revealed four shows named in 
contract. She’d been doing the 
extra ones just to please. 


Another step towards centraliz- 
ing the operating organization of 
Publix was taken this week when 
the entire accounting. department 


-0f Great States and Indiana dis- 


tricts was sent to New York. W. J. 
Althaus will be in charge of the 


R-K-O WOODS 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 


with JOE COOK 
And Louise Fazenda, Joan Peers, 
Wm. Collier, Jr., and Tom Howard 


accounting for these two units in 
New York, reporting directly to 
Fred. L. Metzler, comptroller of the 
Publix circuit. 

C. W. Perrine has been appointed 
comptroller cver the entire Publix 
northwest division, with headquar- 
ters in St. Paul. 


Exchange managers who have 
rented office space in the new Film 
Exchange building to go up at 
Wabash and 13th street are be- 
ginning to worry because work on 
the structure has not been resumed 
since the financing company walked 
out three months ago. Only the 
basement is built and it looks like 
the exchange won't be up this year. 


Regal, B. & K.’s ace cobored 


“News-Bee” dramatic editor, said it 
was not only stupid censoring but 
“stupid politics,” pretty generally 
agreed as the right diagnosis. 


Harold Betts, “crooning usher” at 
Paramount, on the radio, has left 
the Publix to give full time to radio. 


Thelma Gardner, Toledo dancer, 
now with R-K-O after two years 
with Publix. 


Automatic wiener linker which 
fills, twists and links 120 wieners a 
minute installed by Home Packing 
Co. here. Should give outdoor con- 
cessionaires a break, 


Gem, only film house at New 
Washington, O., reopened with M. 
R,. Lybarger as manager. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


By LESTER REES 


Minnesota—“Holiday”; stage show. 
R-K-O Orpheum—‘‘Let Us Be Gay”; 
vande. 
Century—“‘Common Clay.” 
State—‘‘Way Out West.”’ 
Lyric—‘‘Man From Wyoming.” 
Aster—‘‘Murder Will Out.” 
Grand—“The Bad One”; “Florodora 
Girl” (split week) (2d loop runs). 


Morgan Ames, R-K-O divisional 
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‘ciated with him. 


house, goes on the books of Wil- 
liam Diamond, head of the Morris 
office’s vaude department. 


Morris office this year got the 
Mitchell, S. D., Corn Palace contract 
away from R-K-O, which had con- 
sidered the date a fixture. For the 
six days, price quoted is around 
$15,000 for a Will Harris produc- 
tion with ballet, orchestra, six acts 
and Johnny Perkins as m.c. 

Corn Palace, big agricultural at- 
traction, opens Sept. 29. 


When Morton and Mayo, prop 
horse act billed as “Pansy,” played 
the Uptown, the producer never 
had heard of a horse act in back- 
stage parlance. So ordered 
proper arrangements and the stage 
manager complied. When the act 
arrived they found their dressing 
room was a fancy stall in a nearby 
stable. 


Boyd Truesdale is organizing a 
stock for the Rialto, Sioux City, 
to open Sept. 21. 


Dave Callis stock for El Paso. 


Harry Hatfield, former legit, is 
now manager of the neighborhood- 
er, Devon, for Essanness. 


Nat Burns has opened a stock at 
Decatur, Ill. 


Arthur Cole’s little theatre stock 
at Kalamazoo, Mich., for 11 months, 
will move to Grand Rapids in Sept. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


Paramount—"All Quiet” and _ stage 
show. 

Valentine—‘‘Romance.”’ 

Pantheon—“‘Dawn Patro!.” 


Princess—“‘Silent Enemy.” 
Vita-Temple—‘“Lawful Larceny.” 
State—“‘Blaze Glory.” 


WSPD Players broacasting a play 
weekly from the Toledo station 
have disbanded. Frances Dale, for- 
mer stock actress here, director. 


Ohio censors’ ban or. “Big House” 
(M-G-M) has drawn widespread 
fire. Ernest Moorefield, Toledo, 


SINGLE ROOM, 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


BATH, $2.00 UP 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


head, held convention of house man- 
agers in Northwest division here. 


“The Witching Hour” by U of 
Minn. Theatre Workshop final of 
summer. 


Genevieve Naegele is vacationing 
here, guest for a week of Capt, and 
Mrs. W. H. Fawcett at Breézy Point 
Lodge. 


No steps have been taken yet for 
reopening of Pantages and Seventh 
Street (R-K-O) theatres in loop. 
Both houses closed late in June. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
John J. Farrell, waiting for final 
okay. Will return to New York. 


Oscar Loraine, resting at Maho- 
pac Falls, N. Y. received final okay. 
Now refusing work. 


George Harmon is about due for 
that home trip, His last Xray re- 
port favorable. He’s now on un- 
limited exercise. 


Ruby Royce (formerly Rolls and 
Royce, now Franklin and Royce) 
new arrival, is a little run down 
and needs a rest. 


Allie Bagley, (Smith and Bagley) 
rejoined the colony and looks none 
the worst after a three months’ 
stay at home. 


Elsie McGinn, here over a year, 
left for Providence, R. I. to try the 
“at home” thing. 


St John’s Catholic church benefit 
was big success at Bloomingdale 
fair grounds. Vaude show hit of all 
events, Richy Craig, jr., m. ¢., much 
good; Dick Kuni, novel specialty, 
great; Alice Carman, singing single, 
show stopper; Jack Phillips, enter- 
tainer, great; George Harmon, An- 
drew Molony and Russ Kelly, black- 
outs, many laughs; show closing 
with three six round battles, much 
slugging. George Walker (Brother 
of Jimmy) guest of honor. 


Worthwhile Reports 

Reports from everywhere...Guy 
Anderson, single entertainer and 
club singer, doing much well on 
come-back battle. Drop him a line, 
Fort Stanton, New Mexico...Jack 
Hubb, that ex-Detroit booker, show- 
ing grit in the fight; latest report, 
he’ll make the grade at Hillcrest 
Sanatorium, Albuquerque, N. M... 
Gladys Elser, Estherville, I[a., took 
three months rest to beat a break- 
down, now working...Patricia Baird 
Duesenbury Sanatorium, Mt. Ver- 
non, Mo., nearly an arrested case, 
expects to go home this month... 
Jimmy Cannon, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
now an absolute okay case, back to 
work Aug 25...In Saranac—Abso- 
lute bed patients, Nell Gordon, Mae 
Armitage, Sue Nace, Richard Moore, 
Charles Libecap, Ford Raymond, 


3en Shaffer, Joe Brennan, William 
Holiy and Catherine Vogelle. 

Write to those you know in Sar- 
anac and elsewhere. 


Obituary 


GUSTAVE FROHMAN 


Gustave Frohman, 76, brother of 
Danie] Frohman and of the late 
Charles Frohman, and himself a 
theatrical pioneer in producing and 
managing shows, died Aug. 16 at his 
home, 37 West 72d street, New York, 
after a month's illness. 

Gus Frohman, as he was best 
known, was the first of the Froh- 
mans to gain prominence in show 
history. He once had his brother 
Charles on his payroll. Gus started 
in show business in Sandusky, O., 
where he was born, and attended 
a small German amateur theatre 
in which his father, Henry Froh- 
man, was one of the main spirits. 

When he was 10 the Frohman 
family moved to New York. A year 
later the youthful Gus was on a 
boat, bound for the Golden West, 
running away from home, After a 
year on the west coast he returned 
home, attending public school and 
by night working as a copy boy for 
the old N, Y. “Tribune.” On his 
paper work he met dramatic and 
musical critics and he became fa- 
miliar with the stage. This was 
after the Civil War. At 14 he be- 
came Horace Greeley’s personal of- 
fice boy, a great honor at that time 
despite the work attached to it. 

In 1871, Gus Frohman, then 17, 
was given his first theatre job by 
Charles Callendar as manager for 
Callendar’s Georgia Minstrels. He 
also had his brother, Daniel, asso- 
It was some time 
later, 1915, that his younger broth- 
er, Charles, lost his life on the Luis- 
tania.” 

Mr. Frohman had been an ad- 
vance man, ahead of Haverly’s 
Minstrels in '79. In New York the 
Mallory Brothers, both ministers, 
took the old Madison Square the- 
atre, where they proposed to. pro- 
duce wholesome plays. Mr. Frohman 
became associated with them in this 
venture. There such plays as “Hazel 
Kirke” were produced. It was Gus 
Frohman who originated the idea 
of sending out more than one road 
company ina piece. There were at 
least a half dozen “Kirkes” out. 

Gus brought Dan Frohman down 
to the Square theatré as business 
manager about that time. The for- 
mer was business manager for 
Haverly’s 5th Avenue theatre, where 
the legit stars played. Charles was 
treasurer of the Haverly troupe. 

Marie Hubert, an actress, had 
made a tremendous success in “The 
Witch” and married Mr. Frohman, 
later retiring from the stage. She 
survives, as also does two sons, Ma- 
jor Louis H. Frohman, head of the 
Frohman Advertising Agency in 
New York, and Philip H. Frohman, 
Washington architect; his brother, 
Daniel, and three sisters, Emma and 
Etta Frohman and Mrs. D. H. Davi- 
son. 

Mr. Frohman in the early ’90’s 
made his own productions, but from 
1895 until he retired in 1916 he de- 
voted his time to managing road 
tours for his brother Charles, who 
had then become America’s fore- 
most producer. 

Funeral services were held at 2 
Pp. m. yesterday (19) from Camp- 
bell’s undertaking parlors, with in- 
terment private. 


PATSY DOYLE 

Patsy Doyle, 64, monologist and 
dancer, and perhaps vaudeville’s 
most picturesque figure, variety 
trouper all the time, died suddenly 
early the morning of Aug. 11. As 
he had long been a sufferer of heart 
and kidney diseases aggravated by 
asthma, he was seized by a spell 
of coughing which resulted in 
strangulation. He died in Bellevue 
Hospital where he had been re- 
moved when his condition became 
critical. 

Patsy Doyle years ago was of 
several vaude combos. Much of his 
early stage life was spent with the 
big minstrel troupes. 

During his many years of vaude 
life he had played all the circuits. 
Old age and illness forced him to 
stick around New York. 

Patsy’s spirit kept him mentally 
alert. Almost up to the time of his 
death he danced a lot better than 
many of the yourgsters of the pres- 
ent dar school. He loved to be 
among the professionals, 

He had gone abroad with the old 
Barnum & Bziley circus and there- 
by established international fame as 
an entertainer. Patsy hadn’t done 
much active stage work since 1923 
although he never gave up hope. 
He had gone through some neriods 
of illness that would have kf"ed a 
man of lesser vitality. The cour- 
ageous Patsy always would bob up 
again along Broadway. 

He is survived by a sister, Marie 


Doyle, living in Utica, N. Y. About 
four years ago Patsy's wife died. 
When they buried him last week 
his remains were placed beside hers 
in the Catholic Actors’ Guild plot 
in Calvary cemetery, 


Joseph Bruno, musician, in recent 
years acting as sergeant-at-arms at 
Musicians’ Local 802 headquarters, 
was found dead in the union rooms 
in the Fisk building, 250 West 57th 
street, Aug. 14 with an empty poison 
bottle by his side. 

His death was reported as suicide 
by the police, although musicians 
were at a loss to understand it. He 
was understood to be okeh finan- 
cially and apparently living happily 


with his wife and son in Bellaire, 


L. N. ¥. 


Isider Goodman, 65, music critic 
and radio editor of Hearst's Syra- 
cuse “Journal,” died in Syracuse 
last week. Goodman's first connec- 
tion with the “Journal” was tele- 
graph editor in its pre-Hearst days 
and then city editor. Later he be- 
came music critic and radio editor. 


Levi B. Walker (“Diamond Lou”), 
69, oldtime showman and once owner 
of a Boston nickelodeon, died Aug. 
12 in Nantasket Beach, Mass. Mr. 


IN MEMORIAM 


COHAN—A solemn requiem mass 
for the repose of the souls of Jerry 
J. Cohan, Helen F. Cohan and Jose- 


phine Cohan Niblo will be sung at 
the Church of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Tist street, east of Broadway, on 
erent morning, August 26, at 10 
o'clock, 


Walker, until two years ago, was 
interested in road fairs and circuses. 
He is survived by his widow and 
daughter. 


James A. Curran, 75, outdoor ad- 
vertising man, died in Denver, Aug. 
12, of heart disease. Since 1883 he 
operated the Curran Billposting Co. 
until 1924, when he sold. In 1908 he 
built an opera house at Boulder, 
Colo., which he managed. Widow and 
two daughters survive. 


The mother of Billy Hallen died in 
General Hospital, Rochester, N. Y., 
Aug. 11, of injuries received in an 
auto accident the day before. Be- 
sides her husband, six sons survive. 


The father, 82, of Cliff Wodetsky, 
general manager Regent Theatre 
Co., Detroit, died in Danville, Il, 
Aug. 11, 


—-- 


The father of the Emery Sisters 
(vaude) died in Denver Aug. 4. 


Helen Kane Explains 


(Continued from page $) 
Kane and on Aug. 4, while she was 
playing Detroit, Miss Kane was ad- 
vised that another check for $40,000 
had been deposited by him (Pos- 
ner) to her account in the Plaza 
Trust Co. in New York. That made 
$50,000 in all. Miss Kane had given 
him $46,000.- Posner explained, 
states Kendler, that the $4,000 dif- 
ference was a sort of “squarer” and 
interest, as Posner admitted not 
having made use of her $46,000 for 
the Liberty Bond investment pur- 
poses, as originally intended, and 
was thus making up for it. 

Three days after the $40,000 de- 
posit was made Posner and Jack 
Kisen, partners in the Bond Dress, 
went into receivership. 


Looked Shady 


While it «ll looked shady, as 
Kendler admitted, his chief concern 
was the non-interruption of her 
tour. The receiver’s counsel was 
assured of Miss Kane’s financial 
responsibility and Kendler further 
placed in escrow, for mutual pro- 
tection, some $50,000 in bonds in a 
vault, now reyposing in a Chicago 
bank, the key to which Kendler 
bolds. The $50,000 in checks now 
is a matter for legal adjudication. 


Posner paying out some sums to 
relatives, it is said, and with the 
crash of his company, plus the 
sizeable checks to Miss Kane, it 
looked bad. 

The tabs also went into their per- 
sona! relationship, their nite club 
visits, etc., which are not denied, 
being merely an old friendship dat- 
ing from the time Miss Kane and 
her husband had to split because 
of orthodox religious difference in 
his home. Posner at that time be- 
came her confidante. 
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HOLLY WOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s’” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bidg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


Lewis Weiss has been appointed 
manager of station KHJ, succeed- 
ing Glenn Dolberg, who has been 
transferred to the commercial de- 
partment. Weiss was formerly for- 
eign manager of the L. A. “Exam- 
iner.” 


Mrs. Evelyn Schupback, mother 
of Sally Wray, pictures, filed peti- 
tion to be appointed guardian of 
her daughter. She claims the 
daughter earns $175 a week from 
Warners and is squandering it. 


“A Cup o’ Sugar,” which William 
Trumbell and George Sherwood are 
producing, is set to open at Santa 
Barbara Aug. 25, coming into the 
Mayan here three days later. Play 
is by Lynn Starling, with Dorothy 
Mackaye, Douglas Gilmore, Boyd 
Irwin, Betty Francisco, Barton 
Hepburn, Maurice Brierre, Diana 
Smiernova, Charles Mocre and 
Boyd Agin in the cast. 


Los Angeles Radio Show opens 
at the Ambassador Auditorium 
Sept. 1. 


Arthur Shadur is suing Albert 
Demond for $1,400 agency commis- 
sion. Agent claims he sold De 
Mond to U. as associate producer. 


Harry Delf will return’ to New 
York shortly with two of his own 
plays, one or both of which he 
hopes to have produced there next 
season. 

Pieces are ‘for Bed and Board” 
and “The Beloved Six.” 


Mark Linder is negotiating with 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse 
to put on his new. play “Triplets.” 
If it looks satisfactory he'll take it 
to New York. 


Tom Douglas, who appeared lo- 
cally at the Playhouse in “Fata 
Morgana,” is a possibility for the 
lead in Radio’s “Beau Ideal.” 


Ray Coffin has shelved his Inter- 
national Publicists, Ltd., title, and 
will handle its business personally. 


Musicians’ union expelled James 
Spencer, Hawaiian music contrac- 
tor, for failing to pay $1,000 fine for 
taking coin from his\musicians. 


Ralph McCullough, Beverly Hills 
agent, has gone Hollywood with 
Jacobs and O’Brien. 


Brenk’s Golden Horse goes F. & 
M. upon completing its Chinese 
theatre engagement. 


Dorothy Harrigan, pictures, filed 
a $26,038 damage suit against the 
Los Angeles Railway Co. for in- 
juries .sustained when a truck of 
that company crashed into her car 
and broke her nose. She claims the 
nose had just been beautified by a 
plastic surgeon before the accident. 


Four suits were brought against 
Mrs. Josephine Tearle, divorced 
wife of Conway Tearle, by William 
Weir, Martin Sandberg, Harmon 
Rowland and Swan Peterson, 
charging her with maliciously at- 
taching property belonging to them 
in an effort to collect a judgment 
for $9,982 given her against Tearle. 
Damages asked against her total 
about $300,000, 


Dorothea Antel 
226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


Mary Lewis was granted a di- 
vorce from Michael Bohnen. She 
charged cruelty and temperament. 


William Morris Agency is suing 
William Perlberg for money claimed 
advanced when the indie agent was 
a member of the Morris Hollywood 
office. Suit filed in superior court 
demands $2,500 on a demand note 
given William Morris last Septem- 
ber. Suit in municipal court is for 
other sums totalling $984. 


Majestic, downtown legit house, 
dark the past two months, goes into 
grind picture house policy, playing 
second runs. Opens Sept.1. Amer- 
ican Theatres Corp. new operator. 
Same company has. the Spreckles, 
San Diego. Mike Newman, house 
manager. 


OAKLAND, CALIF. 


By WOOD SOANES 

Ebey-Hogarty partnership at the 
Fulton started off with a spending 
spree that brought Patsy Ruth Mil- 
ler into town Sunday (17) in “Re- 
bound.” In support are Lex Lind- 
say, Marjorie Williams, Pierre 
D’Ennery and Charles Schneider. 


“Gypsy Jim” into its 2d week at 
Dufwin with “Kebec,” new one by 
Cyrus Wood, Hollywood § screen 
writer, following. 


Night baseball got under way 
here but check-up of the houses in- 
dicated 10,000 opening crowd not 
drawn from theatres. 


“Liliom,” new Fox release, given 
preview at Grand-Lake in connec- 
tion with prize title contest. Grand- 
Lake changing policy again. Two 
first-runs weekly. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


jured in an automobile accident last 
week. The girl was returning from 
a dance with a 16-year-old high 
school boy. They were on their 
way from San Jose to the Wagnon 
home in Los Altos. 

Whether the machine was side- 
swiped by another car or hit a tele- 
graph pole is not known. Miss 
Wagnon’s companion, driving, was 
instantly killed and the girl re- 
ceived a fractured skull as well as 
internal injuries. She has been in 
a state of coma since the accident. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 
Blue Mouse—‘‘Raffles."’ 
Music Box—‘‘Journey’s End.” 


Ave.—‘Common Clay”; stage 
band. 
Paramount—“Anybody’s War"; stage. 


Orpheum—“‘Little Accident’; vaude. 
Liberty—‘'‘Song of West.” 
Coliseum—‘“Gay Madrid.” 
Fox—‘‘Romance.” 

Met—‘“Grumpy.” 


This week Max Dolin, up from 
San Francisco, at 5th Ave. to lead 
50-piece symphony band of local 
players. Earl Crabb, Fox div. mgr., 
on account of F & M Idea held back 
a week due to opening at Tacoma, 
saw good chance to give musicians 
a chance with band. Public re- 
action watched. 


“Broadway,” at Tacoma, opened 
Aug. 14 with Fanchon & Marco 
stage shows, band, no organ, and 
“Let Us Be Gay” (Metro) for great 
flash and biz. City Manager 
Kimberly of Tacoma in charge, 
with Colonial closed. Fox now has 
Rialto (1,250) and Broadway (1,500) 
in operation, and Colonial (850) 
dark, in this burg. R-K-O lately 
pulled out vaude from Tacoma, 


Al Skelley back as house mgr. of 
R-K-O Pantages, Tacoma, with 
John Rogers manager. 


By WALTER RIVERS 

Death -walked backstage at the 
R-K-O Golden Gate theatre Satur- 
day night. As Tom Smith, house 
electrician at the Golden Gate since 
it opened, reached for the switch to 
throw on the lights for the opening 
act he suddenly dropped dead from 
heart failure. 


Griffith’s “Birth of a Nation,” 
modernized with sound effects, is 
coming into the Geary Sept. 1. It 
will have a stage prolog of the type 
that made Sid Grauman famous. 
Prolog will have chorus of 50, man- 
agement says, and feature crinoline 
ballet, negro jubilee singers, and 
deal with the old South of pre- 
bellum days. Heath Cobb is ahead 
of picture and Jack Brehany han- 
dling the prolog. 


Society matrons belonging to the 
Hillsboro Garden Club, fashionable 
San Francisco suburb, have 
launched a_ statewide campaign 
against billboards. 


San Francisco-New York Produc- 
tions, Inc., which Oliver Morosco 
launched here a year or so ago, is 
making plans to produce a new 
play called “Synthetic Love,” ac- 
cording to report. Columbia thea- 
tre named as likely to get show. 


Contempt charges against nine 
defendants belonging to the Musi- 
cians’ Union and other theatrical 
organizations growing out of the 
action of Nasser Bros., neighbor- 
hood theatre owners, will be heard 


in court here Aug. 25. 


Jane Wagnon, 15 - year - old 
daughter of William B. Wagnon, 
owner of the Embassy and Davies 


theatres here, was critically in- 
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_ Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Bids have been opened for the 
new Fox, to be built on a site valued 
at $300,000, in Spokane, corner Mon- 
roe and@ Sprague. Lowest bid $463,- 
000. Estimated $200,000 will be 
spent for equipment. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 
Indiana—“For the Defense.” 
Circle—‘‘Dawn Patrol’ (2a week). 
Loew's Palace—‘‘Way Out West.” 
Apollo—‘‘Common Clay.” 
Ohio—‘‘Holiday.”’ 


Tripping on a loose plank in his 
perch, David Smith, 14, who held 
the 721-hour tree-sitting record, 
came down with a tumble Thursday 
slightly injured. 


Circle Theatre Co. has 99-year 
lease on Baldwin building, adjoin- 
ing Circle theatre. Building to be 
erected within 25 years, according 
to lease. 


Remodeling of Murat theatre pre- 
liminary to fall opening of the Val- 
entine company’s shows near com- 
pletion. Cost, $40,000. 


Parthenon theatre at Hammond 
sold to Warner Bros. by William 
Kleihege. 


Jack Flex back at Loew's Palace 
after six weeks’ absence. Herman 
Laurence back to Pittsburgh. 


With night baseball and golf 
taking the coin, the Indiana State 
Fair Board hit upon night pony 
races at the Indiana fair. Mile race 
track lighted for four to six run- 
ning races each night week of Sept. 
1. Grand Circuit, as usual, in day- 
time. Lighting cost $7,000, being 
first to experiment with the night 
racing. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—‘‘Atlantic.” 

Palace—‘‘Romance.” 

Capitol—"‘Man From Wyoming.” 
_Loew’s—“Love Among the Million- 
aires,”’ 

Princess—‘‘One Embarrassing Night’’ 
(2a week). 

Imperial— “Courage.” 

Roxy—‘“‘Dynamite.” 

Strand—Double bill. 

Empress—Double bill. 

Orpheum—Stock. 


“Atlantic,” big British sea wreck 
picture, is getting good play on 
ballyhoo and advance posters. It 
is at His Majesty’s and may be held 
there three weeks on reserved seats 
and $1.50 top. 

Theatre Managers’ Association 
| will be revived about mid-Septem- 
ber. It has been defunct all year. 


British pictures much encouraged 
by local press and critics, and get- 
ting hold here. “One Embarrasing 


Night” had big success and chalked 


up easy record in gross for picture 
without even known names in cast. 


J. L. Filion, official theatrical 
censor, in statement issued this 
week, says there has been little so 
far to take action against, with a 
couple or three exceptions. 

He will “nip in bud” anything be- 
low standards of good taste, but is 
anxious to co-operate with amateurs 
and professional alike. Managers 
sitting tight and sayin’ nuffin, 


. OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 
The Regent and Imperial the- 
atres will simultaneously stage a 
formal opening of “All Quiet on 
Western Front” at both houses with 
special prices. 


Government sound pictures were 
taken on board the British dirigible 
R-100 during flight by Frank 
Badgley, director of Canadian Gov- 
ernment Picture Studio here. 


Tom Cardo, operator at the Fern 
Theatre, was badly injured on his 
honeymoon tour through Quebec 
when his car was struck by a big 
truck. His bride escaped with a 
few bruises, but Cardo had his left 
arm broken in five places. Sixteen 
bone splinters have been removed 
and an amputation may be neces- 
sary. 


Don Stapleton, manager Centre 
theatre, was injured on a fishing 
trip in the Quebec interior. He was 
brought back to the city for treat- 
ment, 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 
Majestic—‘‘Rain or Shine”; vaude. 
Palace—“‘Love Among Millionaires’; 
stage show. 

Melba— 

Old Mill—‘'One Romantic Night"; “Sea 
Bat.” 

Capitol—‘'Western Front." 


Arthur Swanke, manager Publix- 
Arcadia, Ranger, Tex., shifted to 
advertising staff here. 


“Western Front” went into the 
Capitol last week without special 
ballyhoo. Biz fair. 


With new Palace-Publix band 
shake-up, Chris .Thaulow replaces 
Ed Kramer, concert-master, Ted 
Cooke, m.c., and Wilye Stahl, pit 
leader, sticking. 


New auditorium recently com- 
pleted at Texas U., Austin, will give 
Southern premiere of new opera, 
“Helen Retires.” First stage of 
sufficient proportions enabling pro- 
duction of the musical, stage 60x50. 
University back of project, with 
plans of drawing from whole state 
Auditorium seats 8,000, largest in 
South. 

Date for opera not announced, but 
probably this winter. 


DES MOINES 


By R. W. MOORHEAD 
Casino—‘‘Woman Trap.” 
Des Moines—‘‘Manslaughter.” 
Family—Change, 
Garden—‘“Return of Dr. Fu Manchu”; 
“The Vagabond King.” 
Orpheum—‘“Cheer Up and _ Smile’; 
‘Shooting Straight’; vaudefilm. 


Palace—‘‘Prince of Plain’; “Spite 
Marriage’; “Painted Trails." 
Paramount—“Man Trouble’; “Common 
Clay"; vaudfilm. 
Enemies”; “The Fu- 
ries.’’ 


H. M. Schrodt named new man- 
ager of Strand, Fort Dodge, suc- 
ceeding Jess Day, who comes to 
the Orpheum here. 


E. W. Zieman, Spencer, awarded 
$5,000 damages against World 
Amusement Co. for injuries suffered 
during an auto race at a county 
fair three years ago. Zieman’s 
daughter was killed the 
speeding cars went through the 
rails. 


Des Moines (P-P) remodeled now 


open. No change in policy or man- 
agement. 


DENVER 


Aladdin—“‘O, Sailor, Behave.” 

Denver—‘‘Let Us Be Gay’; 
show. 

Rialto—‘‘The Man From Wyoming.” 

Tabor — ‘Shootin’ Straight’; stage 
show. 

America—‘‘Recaptured Love.’ 

Elitch’s—‘‘Broken Dishes” (stock). 


stage 


Frank R. Kelley, owner Empress, 


Salida, Colo., will run for th 
ination as lieutenant-governor a 
Republican primaries. 


The Gyo, Ray, Colo., managed 
Mrs. B. A. Gyo, installing wa 
sound, reopens Sept. 1, 


For the first time in its 49 
Elitch’s is extending the sonal 
two weeks. Attendance has been 
increased steadily. 


Robert J. Collins, booker for Ger. 
man Grand Opera Co., was here 
arranging details of its appearance 
here in January. 


Stage employees are negotiating 
new scale and want five-day week. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD : 
co — “D ” 
Vaude. awn Patrol’<. 
-K- ‘emple—“‘Wild C 
Loe Rochester — “Last of ihe 


Eastman—‘‘Let Us Be Gay.” 
Regent—‘‘King of Jazz."’ 
Strand—Chanege. 
Family—Change. 


Miniature golf took a rap when 
City Council moved to halt play 
after midnight. Best biz in late 
hours with plenty noise complaints, 


Thurston, (neighborhood) taken 
over by F. A. Barck, 


Erma Barlow Circus Review and 
Hwatacz ua engaged for free 
show at Rochester Exposition, Sept, 
1-6. 


Kenneth McMahon, former as- 
sistant manager R-K-O Palace, now 
Jnuanaging peewee golf course op- 
posite the Eastman theatre. Re- 
portedshurting latter's biz. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—Dark. 
Keith’s—‘‘Rain or Shine.” 
Loew’s—‘“‘Way Out West.” 
Strand—‘‘Road to Paradise.” 
ing Sweeties.” 
Paramount—‘“‘Manslaughter.” 
Fox-Eckel—“‘Common Clay.” 
Syracuse— Vaudfilm. 
Empire—Vaudfilm. 


Vaude. 
“Dane 


Syracuse theatre owners and 
managers who led the anti-day- 
light saving fight several 
months ago, are jubilant as deser- 
tions from daylight time forces 
mulptiply and predict an easy vic- 
tory in the new referendum sched- 
uled for November. 


Commissioner of Public Safety 
W. W. Wiard may recommend to 
Common Council adoption of an 
ordinance to license the Tom 
Thumb golf courses in the city. 
This would bring them under di- 
rect regulation of the police. 


Nizer’s Radio Time 

Louis Nizer, general counsel for 
the New York Film Board of Trade, 
has been assigned two radio periods 
on WMCA. Nizer has been doing 
“Looking at Life” and “Nizer on 
News.” 

WMCA places no restrictions on 
Nizer and he does all his radio talke 
extemporaneously. 


Pony Golf Mag 
“Miniature Golf Player’ is 4 new 
mag for the penny ante golfers. 
Published in Los Angeles, the only 
place where they seem to take the 
gag seriously. 
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News From the Dailies 


(Continued from page 51) 


when she was 17. Three years ago 
they were separated, but no divorce 
followed. 


Jack Larrie’s “Made in France” 
will be produced by Laura D. Wilck 
this season with Lya de Putti, films, 
in lead role. 


Alexander, Warren 
Williams, Edward Fielding and 
Ethel Griffies added to ‘“Step- 
daughters of War,” Chester Erskine 
producing, for Frohman office, 


Katherine 


Joyce Barbour sailed for London 
Friday (15) where she will appear 
in Cochran’s “Ever Green.” 


Charles Hopkins will give his 
earlier curtain idea a practical test 
when he opens “Mrs. Moonlight” at 
the Hopkins theatre. First curtain 
will go up at 7:30 p. m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 7, and play will end about 9:45. 


Frances Maddux arrived from 
Europe Monday (18) to open at 
Ramon and Rosita’s Patio Club. 

Paul Streger has purchased for 
production “Nice Girl’ by Franz 
Dazey. 


George K. Morrow, of the United 
Cigar Stores Company, purchased 
the Arthur Hammerstein estate at 
Beechhurst, L. I. Property was held 
at $400,000 and sold in an all cash 
transaction. According to his at- 
torneys, Hammerstein may lease 
his B’way. theatre shortly after 
“Luana” opens at the theatre in 
September and will thereafter de- 
vote his time largely to pictures in 
Hollywood. 


Herman Gantvoort says he will 
put on four productions during the 
coming season. 


Thieves took $14,000 in jewelry 
from the apartment of Mr..and Mrs. 
J: D. Williams in the Hotel Chat- 
ham. Williams, film man, and his 
wife were visiting friends. 


An attachment against the prop- 
erty in New York of Oscar Straus, 
Viennese composer, was ordered by 
the Supreme Court to satisfy a 
judgment of $3,500 won against 
Straus by Alexander Werner. 
Straus is alleged to have received 
the $3,500 for advance royalties for 
operettas he was to have written 
for the Shuberts. He recently went 
to the coast to write for pictures 
and the claim of the Shuberts was 
assigned to Werner. 


Rev. Robert E. Woods, of the 
executive committee of the Catholic 
Theatre Movement, asserted in a 
radio address over station WLWL 
that public insistence that plays 
be wholesome will accomplish more 
in cleansing 3roadway theatres 
than either club wielding or severe 
punishment. Commenting upon the 
Summer bulletin of the movement 
made public the past week, Father 
Wood noted that none of the cur- 
rent plays produced since the last 
bulletin qualified for the “white 
list. He urged theatregoers to 
stay away from black-listed 
plays, stating it would do more 
to clean the theatre than official 
chastisement, 


Marion Talley arrived in New 
York from her Kansas farm and has 
taken up residence at her old apart- 


ment, 123 West 74th street. 

Jeanne Aubert, French actress 
Who arrived here last wéék to take 
Part in “Princess ” and 


Is the wife of Nelson Morris, Chi- 
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cago meat packer, was sued in the 
Supreme Court by Henry Menke on 
an assigned claim of Lebolt & Co., 
jewelers, for $10,273 for gems 
bought here last August. An at- 
tachment against her property on 
the ground that she was a non- 
resident of New York was granted. 
Mrs. Morris is receiving $200 a 
month alimony from her husband 
pending a suit brought in Paris for 
a divorce. Morris got a $2,000 ver- 
dict in April against a French music 
hall which employed his wife with- 
out his consent, because the French 
law requires a wife’s obedience to 
her husband. 


Sam H. Harris will produce “Oh 
Promise Me” by Howard Lindsay 
and Bertrand Robinson. It will go 
into rehearsal next month with 
Claude Cooper and Clare Woodbury 
in the cast. 


Percy Waram and Morris Car- 
novsky have been added to “Eliza- 
beth the Queen,” in which the Lunts 
will appear. 


Louis Goldstein, president of the 
Hebrew Actors’ Union, announced 
that he is resigning Aug. 26 to take 
the position of manager of a new 
theatre, Lawndale, Chicago. 


Arthur Sinclair, of the Abbey the- 
atre, Dublin, and more recently head 
of his own company of Irish Play- 
ers, arrived here to take the part 
of Mr. Gilnooley in the play of the 
same name which Jed Harris will 
produce late in September with 
Helen Hayes in the leading role. 


Charging she was beaten and 
kicked into insensibility, her cloth- 


ing torn, Ramona Gila, 21, dancer, 
and he. iusband, Celso Gila, also 
beaten, f1.cd suit for $250,000 against 


their alleged assailants. Defendants 
are known as. owners and directors 
of the Club Marcel, Long Beach, 
L. I., named in the complaint as 
Jack Schencker, alias Jack Schup; 
Oscar Saunders and Victor Klein. 
Celso Gila was so severely beaten, 
he alleges, he has been unable to 
earn money by dancing, while Ro- 
mona sustained injuries that may 
end her career, she claims. They 
charge that on July 5 they demand- 
ed their saiaries of $125 from the 
club and declined to go on when 
payment was refused. They were 
both then set upon and beaten by 
the three defendants, it is charged. 


Franklin Ford, president of the 
Defenders of Truth Society, operat- 
ing WHAP, in New York, announced 
the purchase of Ww OAX, Trenton, as 
the first step in “national chain of 
Protestant radio voices.” 


With 127 “undesirables” ejected 
from Atlantic City, Mayor Harry 
3acharach’s vice drive converged on 
about 40 roadhouses. 


New trophy, the Brunswick Cup, 
will be awarded for achievement in 
the radio and broadcasting fields 
during the year commencing Sept 1. 
This award, created by the Bruns- 
wick Radio Corporation, will be 
given for the first time in 1931. 

A Yiddish stock company, under 
the direction of Nathan Goldberg, 
will open the season at the Riviera, 
Sept. 23. 


LOS ANGELES 


Mrs. Margery Wellman filed sult 
for divorce against William Well- 
man, picture director, charging 


mental cruelty. A property settle- 
ment has been made out of court 
and Mrs. Wellman will receive $200 
a month for support of their child. 


Mary D’Arcy, pictures, appeared 
voluntarily in Municipal court and 
was committed to serve a 10 day 
sentence imposed upon her last Jan. 
2, following her conviction by a 
jury on a reckless driving charge. 
She recently appealed the convic- 
tion, but it was affirmed. 

Suit for $150,000 damages for the 
death of George Eastman, camera- 
man, killed in an airplane accident 
Jan. 2, was filed against James 
Grainger, Tanner Motor Livery and 
the Fox Film Corp. by Mrs. Ruth 
Eastman. 

William Russell, jr., son of the 
late William Russell, appeared in 
Superior court to claim his share 
of the $6,000 estate. His mother was 
appainted administratrix. 

James Murray actor pleaded 
guilty to a charge cf driving while 


drunk when arraigned in court on 
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his previous: plea of not guilty. 
Sentence will be given later. 


Ann Christie, pictures, received a 
broken nose, bruised chest and body 
lacerations when her car crashed 
into a steam roller. 


B. Harrison Orkow, film writer, 
being sued for divorce by Evelyn 
Orkow, his second wife; had another 
suit filed against him. Second suit 
by Vera Orkow, his first wife, ask- 
ing an accounting of moneys re- 
ceived from his writings during the 
past four years. Suit is based on 
an agreement made in 1926 in which 
Orkow assigned her a one-third in- 
terest in all future writings. 


Lina Basquette attempted suicide 
with poison after a party at her 
apartment. Miss Basquette, widow 
of Sam Warner and separated from 
Peverell Marley, comedian, her sec- 
ond husband, claims she made the 
attempt through longing for her 
three-year-old daughter in the cus- 
tody of Harry Warner, by adoption. 
After being treated at the hospital, 
Miss Basquette said she would fight 
to regain the baby. Marley hurried 
to her when told of the attempted 
suicide. 


“Cimmarron’s” femme lead role 
of “Sabra” has finally been as- 
signed by Radio Pictures to Irene 
Dunn, contract player. 

Opposite Richard Dix, the star. 


CHICAGO 


William Suchier, jr., 
performer, arrested on _ statutory 
charges brought by two girls, one 
a professional, was held for the 
grand jury, with bond fixed at $25,- 
000. Girl pro is Gwen Blumenthal 
Rogers, entertainer at the Club 
Metropole. 


occasional 


Report of the Chi Opera shows a 
loss last year of $588,528, although 
the season saw record breaking at- 
tendance and receipts. Attendance 
was 306,018 for 101 performances, 
with take at $1,230,225. 


State-Congress taxi dancehall 
lost its fight to enjoin the cops 
from closing the hall. Place is 
backed by George Geary. 


Cheap Virtue 


(Continued from page 3) 


ing. but the inside shots are usually 
made after the sun goes down, with 
the electricians and grips getting a 
straight call for perhaps three or 
four hours with no overtime paid. 
Three nights will clean up the stu- 
dio end, with the picture still run- 
uing on schedule. 

Quickie producers never build a 
set, preferring to use three walls al- 
ready standing. And a_ western 
home, according to their standards, 
is anything available at the time. 

There are more than 50 former 
western stars, both of quickies and 
former major releases, willing to go 
fer the new horse operas just to get 
their muggs back on the _ screen. 
One producer claims that the day 
following his announcement he had 
to battle off a dozen names to get 
into his office. 

The producers say state 
righters have a good field for their 
product. This type of entertain- 
ment still has a following in both 
the cities and rural communities. 
They atso believe that they can't 
lose on an investment of 190 g’s or 


less. 

Most of the pictures scheduled for 
production are sound remakes of old 
made by the same operators 
They're mostly riding with 
diaiog cut to a minimum. 
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Case 


(Continued from page 4) 


curring, a postponement was 
granted on Monday until Thurs- 
day (21). 
Defendants in the Action are 
Harold B. Franklin, president of 
West Coast Theatres, West Coast 
Theatres, Inc., Paramount-Famous- 
Lasky Corp., Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Distributing Corp., First National, 
Universal Film Exchanges, United 


Artists’s Corp., Fox Film Corp., 
Vitagraph Corp., Warner Brothers 
Pictures, Inc., Vitagraph Corp. of 
California and Pathe Exchanges, 
Ine. 

Specific charge in the govern- 


ment’s information is that the de- 
fendants unlawfully entered into a 
conspiracy to protect showings in 
West Coast houses. Prosecution is 
endeavoring to show that no inde- 
pendent in the circuit’s territory 
could get pictures unless he agreed 
to the West Coast clearance sched- 
ule; that pictures were not allowed 
him until they had greatly dimin- 
ished in value, and that the product 
of the several companies was de- 
nied him if he exhibited two fea- 
tures on a bill or donated gifts to 
his patrons. 
Long Trial 

Case is expected to consume sev- 
eral months. Government plans to 
call 75. witnesses, mostly’ inde- 
pendent exhibitors, also employes 
of the defendant companies who 
have been requested to produce 
letters and documentary evidence 
that the government asserts will 
prove its contentions. Other evi- 
dence will be in the form of deposi- 
tions by executives of the several 
companies and taken in New York 
during the last few months by Fed- 
eral commissioners. 

The greatest array of legal talent 
ever seen in a case here is repre- 
senting the several defendants. The 
attorney list includes Richard 
Dwight, of Hughes, Schurmann & 
Dwight; Loeb, Walker & Loeb; 
Frank James, of James, Pace, Smith 
& Younkin; John Mott, of Mott, 
Vallee & Grant; Robert E. Mul- 
roney, Neil S. McCarthy and Allen 
W. Ashburn, of Newlin Ashburn. 


Academy Award 


(Continued from page 3) 
eall for division, already recognized 
by the Academy in bestowing twin 


THE DUPLEX 
HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Medallion 8587 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


eligible pictures limits each com- 
pany to 1,000 feet of film, but any 
three Academy technicians may 
submit a single 500-ft. exhibit. 

The special award for scientific 
or technical achievement “shall be 
for a device, method, formula, dis- 
covery, or invention of the most 
special and outstanding value to 
the art, science or industry of 
motion picture production perfected 
during the year.” 

Each of the five branches of 
Academy members is now conduct- 
ing nominations for the awards. 
These nominations are supposed to 
close Aug. 30, but a 10-day exten- 
sion is probable. Voting closes Oct. 
4, and the awards will be an- 
nounced and bestowed at the an- 
nual meeting in November. 


VARIETY BILLS 


(Continued from page 52) 


Keo, Yoki & Toki Loretta 
WORCESTER, MS. YAKIMA, WASH, 
Palace (238) Capitol 
“Belles & Bells” Ist half (23-24) 


Eddie Hill “Country Club” 
Eva Thornton Leonora Cori 
Dunbar Bell Ring's | Masters & Grayce 
Tommy Harris Ray Samuels 
Fran, Ted & Byron! Louise & Mitchell 


PROVINCIAL 


BIRMINGHAM The 4 Bennos 
Empire Harry Jolson 
Week of Laughter Eddie Mayo 
Grand Brette Bradna 
Laugh Parade George Formby 
Royal Wright & Marion 
Charlot’s Masque’de | The & Collegians 
BLACKPOOL Royal 
Grand “Rev de ia Folie P* 
“Maid of Mts” LIVERPOOL 
Opera House Empire 
“Silver Wings” “Open Your Eyes” 
BRADFORD MANCHESTER 
Athambra Palace 
Debroy Somers Bd | “Desert Song” 
The Buckleys NEWCASTLE 
Key & Keyworth Empire 
Anna Clive Co as Booked 
Fyne & Harley NEWPORT 
Biondie Hartley Empire 
‘ARDIFF “Making Good” 
Empire NOTTINGHAM 
“The Squall’’ Empire 
EDINBURGH “Chefalo’s Show” 
Empire Royal 
Laughs” “Art & Mrs. Bottle* 
GLASGOW PORTSMOUTH 
Alhambra Royal 
Follow a Star Denville Stock Co 
Empire SHEFFIELD 
Closed Empire 
HANLEY “The Revue Shop” 
Grand SOUTHAMPTON 
“That’ Girl” Empire 
LL Sentenced 
SOUTHSEA 
“Tune In” King’s 
LEEDS “Lilac Time’’ 
Empire SWANSEA 
Stella & Partner Empire 
Bissi & Remo “Reply to Talkies” 


LONDON 
Week of August 18 


awards on Charles Rosher and Kar) ~~ 
Struss for “Sunrise.” “Fine Feathers” Juggling Demons 
ene LONDON Raimonda Ballet 
Team Recognition Hippodrome VICTORIA 
In sound recording, the award NEW CROSS Gracie Pielda 
will go to the responsible sound Empire Archie Pitt 
department as a tez rophy it} J de Henderson & Lens 
AS & team trophy, With ‘STRATFORD Hengler Bros 
certificates of participation  be- Emnire | Jack Le Dair 
stowed on members Selected ex- | race Harold Walden 
amples of sound recording from | Re exo & Reto 6 Jackquellos 
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MAURICE ABRAHAMS 
WALTER BATCHELOR 


JERRY HITCHCOCK sod 


| | < 


In the Operation of the oe 


THE EDWARD SMALL COMPANY ||: 


NEw YORK OFFICE 


234 West 44th Street i 


Sardi Bid’g. ° Telephone CHICKERING 4187 


MANAGING THE INTERESTS OF A LIMITED NUMBER OF THE FOREMOST ARTISTS— sid 
AUTHORS and DIRECTORS FOR THE STAGE AND SCREEN as 


HOLLYWOOD OFFICE 


Personnel nat 


MORRIS SMALL GEORGE FRANK SCOTT DUNLAP 
HARRY DESHON LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 


6331 Hollywood Bivd. 
Guranty Bid’g. 


PERSONALITY COMMODITY 
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